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California Healthline: Family Caregivers Finally Get a Break — and Extra Coaching 
Across the country, community groups, hospitals and government agencies are stepping in to support the 
estimated 42 million family caregivers. In California, that includes providing training and sometimes a 
dose of fun and relaxation. (Fetterman, 4/30) 

San Jose Mercury News: Low-Income Californians Most Vulnerable as Climate Change 
Exacerbates Air Pollution, Report Says 
California’s air pollution levels are among the worst in the country, and climate change is making the 
situation worse, according to a new report from the American Lung Association. Despite the state’s efforts 
to reign in air pollution, 90 percent of California residents are exposed to unhealthy air at some point 
during the year, according to the State of the Air 2018 report. (Boyd-Barrett, 4/29) 

Ventura County Star: HIV/AIDS Cases Almost Doubled in Ventura County 
Ventura County HIV and AIDS cases nearly doubled in 2017 with elevated levels of infections holding 
steady so far this year. Last year, 85 people tested positive for HIV or AIDS, compared to 45 cases in 
2016. Through the first three months of 2018, 24 people tested positive for HIV or AIDS in a pace 
consistent with last year’s rise. (Kisken, 4/28) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Associated Press: Struggle for Transgender Rights Shifts to Health Care 
Military service. Bathroom use. Job bias. And now, health care. The Trump administration is coming 
under fire for rewriting a federal rule that bars discrimination in health care based on "gender identity." 
Critics say it's another attempt to undercut acceptance for transgender people. The HHS rule dates to the 
Obama administration, a time when LGBT people gained political and social recognition. But a federal 
judge in Texas said the rule went too far by concluding that discrimination on the basis of gender identity 
is a form of sex discrimination, which is forbidden by civil rights laws. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 4/30) 

Politico: Ronny Jackson Won’t Return to Old Job as Trump’s Physician 
Jackson bowed out last week after Montana Sen. Jon Tester, the top Democrat on the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, released a document summarizing allegations by current and former colleagues that Jackson 
overprescribed pills, drank on the job and created a hostile work environment. Jackson has denied the 
allegations and has returned to work in the White House Medical Unit. (Johnson, 4/29) 

The New York Times: New C.D.C. Director’s $375,000 Salary Under Scrutiny 
The high salary set for the newly appointed director of the CDC has come under criticism from Senate 
Democrats and watchdog groups who questioned the use of an exemption to pay him nearly twice as 
much as his predecessors. Dr. Robert R. Redfield, who became the director in March, is receiving 
$375,000 a year, a substantially higher salary than the heads of many other government agencies. It was 
granted under a provision known as Title 42, which gives the department the authority to pay staff more 
than the approved government rate if the personnel provide a specific scientific need that cannot 
otherwise be filled. (Kaplan, 4/27) 
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OPIOID CRISIS 

The Associated Press: Drugmakers Push Back Against Lawmakers' Calls to Tax Opioids 
Facing a rising death toll from drug overdoses, state lawmakers across the country are testing a strategy 
to boost treatment for opioid addicts: Force drug manufacturers and their distributors to pay for it. Bills 
introduced in at least 15 states would impose taxes or fees on prescription painkillers. Several of the 
measures have bipartisan support and would funnel millions of dollars toward treatment and prevention 
programs. In Montana, state Sen. Roger Webb, a Republican, sees the approach as a way to hold 
drugmakers accountable for an overdose epidemic that in 2016 claimed 42,000 lives in the U.S., a record. 
(Mulvihill and Potter, 4/28) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

San Francisco Chronicle: Schools Scramble to Combat Spread of Vaping Devices 
Health and education officials across the country are raising alarms over wide underage use of e-
cigarettes and other vaping products. ...A new wave of smaller vapes has swept through schools in recent 
months, officials say, replacing bulkier e-cigarettes from the past. (Binkley, 4/30) 

San Jose Mercury News: A Push for Mental Health Care at Colleges: Depression and 
Anxiety ‘Really Eat Up Our Kids’ 
As the stigma attached to mental health care fades, California students are increasingly clamoring for 
more on-campus services that can help them cope with anxiety, depression and the stresses of a 
contentious political climate and rising living expenses. Several bills pending in the California Legislature 
would set aside resources for mental health care at the state’s public colleges and universities. (Mello, 
4/29) 

The New York Times: To Catch a Killer: A Fake Profile on a DNA Site and a Pristine 
Sample 
To solve a decades-old serial rape and murder case that had gone cold, investigators used DNA 
gathered at a crime scene and created a fake profile and pseudonym on a genealogy website several 
months ago, according to law enforcement officials. An investigator with the Contra Costa County district 
attorney’s office and an F.B.I. lawyer worked together for several months, submitting the genetic profile of 
a DNA sample recovered from a 1980 murder to a genealogy website, which then delivered several 
matches of individuals who were distant relatives of the suspect. From there, in consultation with several 
genealogists, they were led to the doorstep of the man whom they believed carried out a spree of rapes 
and murders across California in the 1970s and 1980s. (Arango, Goldman and Fuller, 4/27) 

Reuters: Ninety-Eight Now Sick From Romaine Lettuce-Linked E. Coli: CDC 
Fourteen more people fell ill from an E. coli outbreak linked to romaine lettuce, U.S. health officials said 
on Friday, bringing the number of people affected to 98 across 22 U.S. states. The reported strain of E. 
coli, which produces poisonous substances known as Shiga toxins, can cause severe abdominal cramps, 
bloody diarrhea and vomiting. (Mishra, 4/27) 
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The Washington Post: Bill Gates Calls on U.S. to Lead Fight Against a Pandemic That 
Could Kill 33 Million 
Bill Gates says the U.S. government is falling short in preparing the nation and the world for the 
“significant probability of a large and lethal modern-day pandemic occurring in our lifetimes.” In an 
interview this week, the billionaire philanthropist said he has raised the issue of pandemic preparedness 
with President Trump since the 2016 presidential election. In his most recent meeting last month, Gates 
said he laid out the increasing risk of a bioterrorism attack and stressed the importance of U.S. funding for 
advanced research on new therapeutics, including a universal flu vaccine, which would protect against all 
or most strains of influenza. (Sun, 4/27) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

San Francisco Chronicle: We Need to Remind Ourselves That Vaccines Save Lives 
Here in the United States, there were almost 18,000 cases of whooping cough reported in 2016, a 
disease easily prevented with a vaccine. To make sure everyone benefits from vaccines, there are 
challenges to overcome. (Sue Desmond-Hellman, 4/27) 
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Ventura County Star: Ventura Restaurant Killing Puts Attention on Gaps in Mental Health 
Care 
Under state law, law enforcement officers and mental health professionals can commit someone against 
their will for up to 72 hours if they are considered to be a danger to themselves or others or are unable to 
provide for their basic health or safety needs. Ventura County has 30 psychiatric beds available to such 
patients in a county of over 850,000 people. The rest are privately run, [John Schipper, adult division chief 
for Ventura County's Behavioral Health Department] said. ... Even if they do get admitted, 72 hours is not 
long enough to stabilize someone, said Mary Haffner, a member of the Ventura County Behavioral Health 
Advisory Board who pushed to get Laura’s Law adopted by the county in February 2017. (Martinez, 4/30) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Associated Press: CDC Chief Asks for, and Gets, Cut to His Record $375K Pay 
On Monday, HHS officials said Redfield has asked for a pay reduction because the topic had become a 
distraction. They said his compensation will be adjusted accordingly, but did not answer questions about 
what the new sum is or when it will be announced. Redfield has not been doing media interviews since 
taking the CDC job, and he didn't immediately comment on the pay cut. A top HIV researcher, Redfield 
had no experience working in public health or managing a public health agency. (Stobbe, 4/30) 

CNN: Mike Pence's Doctor Alerted White House Aides about Ronny Jackson Concerns 
Last Fall 
Vice President Mike Pence's physician privately raised alarms within the White House last fall that 
President Donald Trump's doctor may have violated federal privacy protections for a key patient -- 
Pence's wife, Karen -- and intimidated the vice president's doctor during angry confrontations over the 
episode. The previously unreported incident is the first sign that serious concerns about Ronny Jackson's 
conduct had reached the highest levels of the White House as far back as September -- months before 
White House aides furiously defended Jackson's professionalism, insisted he had been thoroughly vetted 
and argued allegations of misconduct amounted to unsubstantiated rumors. (Raju, 4/30) 

OPIOID CRISIS 

The Associated Press: McConnell: Senate Likely to Consider Anti-Opioid Package 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says the U.S. Senate is working on crafting a comprehensive 
package to combat the nation's opioid addiction problems and ease the transition from treatment to the 
workforce. The Kentucky Republican attended discussions Monday in Louisville that included business 
representatives and executives on the front lines of treating people battling drug addiction. McConnell 
emerged to promote his recently introduced measure aimed at helping people make the successful 
journey from treatment to the workplace. (Schreiner, 4/30) 
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HEALTH LAW 

FierceHealthcare: More Young, High-Income Men Have Coverage Under the ACA Despite 
Predictions They Would Flee the Market 
Changes to insurance regulations under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) were supposed to drive young, 
healthy men with higher incomes from the insurance market. But according to a study published earlier 
this month, that didn’t happen. In fact, uninsured rates dropped significantly among young, healthy men 
during the first few years of ACA implementation. That’s according to research by the Commonwealth 
Fund, which found that the uninsured rate among men 26-34 with incomes above 400% of the federal 
poverty level dropped from 11.7% in 2013 to 7.2% in 2015. Comparatively, uninsured men 55-64 dropped 
just 1.4 points from 3.9% to 2.5% over the same period. (Sweeney, 4/30) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: U.S. Appellate Judges Seem Divided on Gene Editing Patents Decision 
U.S. appeals court judges appear divided over whether to allow a research center affiliated with MIT and 
Harvard to keep patents potentially worth billions of dollars on a groundbreaking gene editing technology 
known as CRISPR. Patents on the technology that could revolutionize treatment of genetic diseases and 
crop engineering are held by the Broad Institute, which was challenged in court by a rival team associated 
with the University of California at Berkeley and University of Vienna in Austria. Their lawyers argued at a 
hearing on Monday in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington that the Broad 
Institute’s contributions were obvious and that an administrative court decision allowing Broad’s patents to 
stand should be reversed. (Wolfe, 4/30) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Young People are Lonelier Than Their Elders 
Loneliness isn't just a fleeting feeling, leaving us sad for a few hours to a few days. Research in recent 
years suggests that for many people loneliness is more like a chronic ache, affecting their daily lives and 
sense of well-being. Now a nationwide survey by the health insurer Cigna underscores that. It finds that 
loneliness is widespread in America, with nearly 50 percent of respondents reporting that they feel alone 
or left out always or sometimes. (Chatterjee, 5/1) 

Kaiser Health News: Telemedicine Opening Doors to Specialty Care for Inmates 
Getting prisoners to a medical facility can be difficult, so corrections officials are increasingly setting up 
telemedicine programs for specialized needs, such as psychiatric, cancer and cardiac care. (Andrews, 
5/1) 
 
California Healthline: Boom in Proton Therapy is a Bust for Some. Blame a Shortage of 
Patients. 
Hospitals and private investors have pumped vast sums of money into an advanced type of radiology that 
mostly spares healthy tissue while attacking tumors. The spending hasn’t always paid off — leading some 
facilities to close or, as in the case of a San Diego center last year, file for bankruptcy. (Hancock, 5/1) 
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Los Angeles Times: Does Exposure to Animals During Childhood Buffer the Body's 
Response to Stress as Adults? 
In ways large and small, farm kids and city kids grow up worlds apart from each other. A study published 
this week in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences explores the possible consequences 
of that divergence for the health of modern men. (Healy, 5/1) 

Los Angeles Times: These Five Healthy Habits Could Extend Your Life by a Dozen Years 
or More, Study Says 
You know that getting exercise, eating vegetables and quitting smoking are good for you. A new study 
shows just how good they are, in terms of the number of years they can add to your life. American women 
who followed five "healthy lifestyle factors" lived about 14 years longer than women who followed none of 
them, according to a report published Monday in the journal Circulation. For men, the difference was 
about 12 years. The five healthy lifestyle factors identified in the study should come as no surprise to 
anyone: eating a nutritious diet, exercising at least 30 minutes a day, maintaining a healthy weight, not 
smoking, and drinking in moderation. (Kaplan, 4/30) 

HEALTH IT 

Modern Healthcare: Patients Pave the Way for Interoperability 
The new interoperability is upon us. Healthcare data, once confined to a single hospital or system, are 
increasingly moving more freely outside the constraints of an electronic health record system, giving 
patients added control over their care and arming providers with the information they need to close gaps 
in care. The data are moving more easily thanks to interoperability driven not by EHR technology but by 
the standards supporting the systems. This new type of data exchange looks different from that of the 
past. It's more comprehensive, with data traveling as discrete elements, rather than in clunky PDFs. 
(Arndt, 4/28) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: Abortion Politics Will Shift as Young Americans Grow More Supportive 
Though they are frequently met with judicial opposition, anti-abortion lawmakers continue to test 
boundaries in their attempts to severely or totally outlaw abortion access in their states. Americans 
themselves are split on abortion, and attitudes toward the legality of the procedure have remained 
remarkably stable over the last two decades. But a new poll released by the Public Religion Research 
Institute (PRRI), where I work as a contributing researcher and organizational strategist, shows that the 
general stability of public attitudes is only part of the story when it comes to whether and how Americans 
are shifting on abortion. Over the past few years, young Americans have actually become more 
supportive of legal and widely available abortion — expanding the generational gap and suggesting that 
anti-abortion lawmakers are increasingly out of step with younger voters on this issue. (Carolyn J. Davis, 
5/1) 
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Ventura County Star: Grand Jury Says More Should be Spent on Opioid Abuse 
Prevention 
Leaders of Ventura County’s drug and alcohol prevention program should consider spending more on 
opioid abuse prevention and less on drug treatment services, according to a Ventura County Grand Jury 
report. The grand jury cited the $7.1 million budgeted for narcotics treatment and the $2.4 million 
budgeted for prevention services in the drug and alcohol program administered by the Ventura County 
Behavioral Health Department. Calling the funding disproportionate, the grand jury recommended that 
agency officials consider reworking the mix. (Kisken, 5/1) 

California Healthline: Blacks, Latinos, Women Found Less Likely to Get the Mental Health 
Care They Need 
Report cites frequent absences from work as evidence that untreated mental health problems can 
adversely affect the economic well-being of individuals and families — a dynamic that is most prevalent in 
communities of color. (Abram, 5/1) 

The Mercury News: California Sues to Defend National Clean Car Rules 
In a major struggle over the future of America’s auto industry and the amount of pollution that cars and 
light trucks will be able to emit, California and more than a dozen other states filed a lawsuit Tuesday 
against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency over the Trump administration’s move to weaken 
national vehicle emissions standards. (Murphy and Rogers, 5/1) 

MEDICAID 

The Hill: Trump Officials Abruptly Pull Back from Decision on Medicaid Lifetime Limits 
The Trump administration planned to announce Tuesday that it was rejecting Kansas’s request to impose 
a three-year lifetime limit on Medicaid benefits, but canceled the announcement at the last minute due to 
internal administration disagreements, sources say. The rejection of Kansas’s request would be 
significant, in that the Trump administration would be drawing the line against major new restrictions on 
the health insurance program for the poor. (Sullivan, 5/1) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

NPR: FDA and FTC Crack Down on Nicotine Products for Vaping 
E-liquids are used in electronic cigarettes, and they often use nicotine which can cause illness — even 
death — if ingested by a small child. Products targeted have names like Smurf Sauce and V'Nilla Cookies 
& Milk. These are being deliberately designed in ways that they can be just mistakenly confused by a 
child," Gottlieb said in the briefing. (Daley, 5/2) 
 
NPR: Doctor: Trump Dictated Letter Attesting to His 'Extraordinary' Health 
"If elected, Mr. Trump, I can state unequivocally, will be the healthiest individual ever elected to the 
presidency," Dr. Harold Bornstein, a gastroenterologist from Lenox Hospital in New York, wrote at the 
time. The letter said that a recent medical exam showed "only positive results" for the then-candidate and 
that "his physical strength and stamina are extraordinary." (Neuman, 5/2) 
 

https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W371mj817mqrKW7BWmnL1m7dFK0/*W4vcyx17snVJyW1qr-MP6-nPjY0/5/f18dQhb0S3_Z2p44bJV11r_M1wXTClW1sZymH2rj7bcW7Zlj313jg8gFW7YBhsg6kFbcRW6xhQSD85m9H7W6SmJNr3kXkNPW8-2-8h4W74fdVS_Tnc2W5HSQW1b3stz4qpb_SW8SpBSt8Nr1WFW5MMv_89fRcVDW22jc2g4_zZQCW40Qd0B756rb-W1yW6Nw5_-8PvW5_2Pl04RM3SjN4HYBGPVHhJNW4_b0Tf4k23mvVf1JwW244xdNVs1jw62KWshsN5sy396lTwYsVHN33N8vWhXzW5gY3jY5WhlmvVKYzpH6v44-hW8T42GF7pBxtlW4kfm4V2Nzxs5W3_04pv52HmpJW7sDDdh5sDqLxW8289ty3J-FwtW5n0hH37yry0SN7MZsR5xXyYXW6dC1Xq8PKt-yW86Ztpd1qZvWKN8_r3sTGrZPfW6GLMMC1mV2KMW3RFMR16p8dPLVGPNxk3-GW_SN6SdRgnxH3j2W6M89Cn87WdHXW6N3mgl2F1wz5W4QlP2m3KnVJyW4wQ6h08xCDm_VznL0S5LvfQ3W9fSP9L8zq1qmW5_0PWf7JJHW2W8WClFd2xDx9JW4Y0KX76QWYGHW48Q90V8Mr7FVW97fKP031MvJqW8XgMFm3vFWW4W3wpwfK6YmJy9W6QP0Hy7bG8nff1-dR8f11
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W371mj817mqrKW7BWmnL1m7dFK0/*W4vcyx17snVJyW1qr-MP6-nPjY0/5/f18dQhb0S3_Z2p44bJV11r_M1wXTClW1sZymH2rj7bcW7Zlj313jg8gFW7YBhsg6kFbcRW6xhQSD85m9H7W6SmJNr3kXkNPW8-2-8h4W74fdVS_Tnc2W5HSQW1b3stz4qpb_SW8SpBSt8Nr1WFW5MMv_89fRcVDW22jc2g4_zZQCW40Qd0B756rb-W1yW6Nw5_-8PvW5_2Pl04RM3SjN4HYBGPVHhJNW4_b0Tf4k23mvVf1JwW244xdNVs1jw62KWshsN5sy396lTwYsVHN33N8vWhXzW5gY3jY5WhlmvVKYzpH6v44-hW8T42GF7pBxtlW4kfm4V2Nzxs5W3_04pv52HmpJW7sDDdh5sDqLxW8289ty3J-FwtW5n0hH37yry0SN7MZsR5xXyYXW6dC1Xq8PKt-yW86Ztpd1qZvWKN8_r3sTGrZPfW6GLMMC1mV2KMW3RFMR16p8dPLVGPNxk3-GW_SN6SdRgnxH3j2W6M89Cn87WdHXW6N3mgl2F1wz5W4QlP2m3KnVJyW4wQ6h08xCDm_VznL0S5LvfQ3W9fSP9L8zq1qmW5_0PWf7JJHW2W8WClFd2xDx9JW4Y0KX76QWYGHW48Q90V8Mr7FVW97fKP031MvJqW8XgMFm3vFWW4W3wpwfK6YmJy9W6QP0Hy7bG8nff1-dR8f11
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W371mj817mqrKW7BWmnL1m7dFK0/*W8bpmwp2TjNjZVHWFLG3LMFTj0/5/f18dQhb0S1W97B0lBVV1x_B41g4-gLVnrsdn8bdVnrW5KvtQn1XWKC6W6nFWmN6k21p-W8s_10r5QH_QqW7tsXrz3rXJ6lVN5Sbs69QwvHW3pZlTw4fZJKlW2tQdn88vp_pdN7Kw8Vfzz7wNW1KF9S53w4JTFW3Xg_7F4VgNlcW6FBgk167TpWbW4k2m0d10zQ10W2vfgp849dr4tW5twD_v7jkyLvVhWJVl7j_xkqW238Cs81NkRqWTjxSq3ZG94fW56fpMp71sbRPW732PC06w4nJsVW7x6q1GNXBgW49Cgdm2rjrJ8W3c-QtZ91g-RcW40Mx_f1dFGRTW4QxcMv3J0WBJW7KG5lM8RR1QZW1tLXr867yzvpW3prDKQ7VBn6vN6khy0GT3KdxW5Fqvrp87KdQlW5JQx3b8HxRR8VkF_xN6Hd4TrN2G2V4Zh0yRhW8Mlnr44M85mQW87jLBL3wgwvKW5_gHtl42WjWJVpXgXz8V-9YTW6YVmFv4dMtw8W29Wnsf63kXbHW1-c4-K6yq1h8V9NCqw7m-bClW6Ft85c9jLbM4W5DtW2K5p9SwbW8QBlHR6fmDHgW3qYKWg26pBGSW7CkZdZ9h7YcbW6ngVkW8-_qgwW2X5zJ93trJ0JW91hbd53YG6qVVLjhHk8lzrYM111
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W371mj817mqrKW7BWmnL1m7dFK0/*W8bpmwp2TjNjZVHWFLG3LMFTj0/5/f18dQhb0S1W97B0lBVV1x_B41g4-gLVnrsdn8bdVnrW5KvtQn1XWKC6W6nFWmN6k21p-W8s_10r5QH_QqW7tsXrz3rXJ6lVN5Sbs69QwvHW3pZlTw4fZJKlW2tQdn88vp_pdN7Kw8Vfzz7wNW1KF9S53w4JTFW3Xg_7F4VgNlcW6FBgk167TpWbW4k2m0d10zQ10W2vfgp849dr4tW5twD_v7jkyLvVhWJVl7j_xkqW238Cs81NkRqWTjxSq3ZG94fW56fpMp71sbRPW732PC06w4nJsVW7x6q1GNXBgW49Cgdm2rjrJ8W3c-QtZ91g-RcW40Mx_f1dFGRTW4QxcMv3J0WBJW7KG5lM8RR1QZW1tLXr867yzvpW3prDKQ7VBn6vN6khy0GT3KdxW5Fqvrp87KdQlW5JQx3b8HxRR8VkF_xN6Hd4TrN2G2V4Zh0yRhW8Mlnr44M85mQW87jLBL3wgwvKW5_gHtl42WjWJVpXgXz8V-9YTW6YVmFv4dMtw8W29Wnsf63kXbHW1-c4-K6yq1h8V9NCqw7m-bClW6Ft85c9jLbM4W5DtW2K5p9SwbW8QBlHR6fmDHgW3qYKWg26pBGSW7CkZdZ9h7YcbW6ngVkW8-_qgwW2X5zJ93trJ0JW91hbd53YG6qVVLjhHk8lzrYM111
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W371mj817mqrKW7BWmnL1m7dFK0/*W5-tK7l8TphGMN8_vcZRnP-w40/5/f18dQhb0SfHz9c-jd8W779FJn4T_wzTW2zWXsl4XXLD0VscSjy1SddPTW53DQ4N7s5LskW49B3222N2Ww1W31mwXw5mZ50NW58j2Mp8XxSNcMtMvQ9KnkCVN8Tzt3xKpjkyW32Sp2Z8Tp2HvW7KZQwd4gMylcW1TxSSC4cQlWmW2_Z5Hj5nbsgjW54RYd2568j4ZN2MTPSyKng6qW1Wg4bj5MfmWWN58rffZsnVjrW4cdxcF3XJklWW5ZQ_Mt47YlYyW4bfcHb47Xx3nW2Y2Cxz5J10-tW5FHJhm3yjGSTW7zN65h1CcbB2W9lns6N2hBQwBW1MqhJK7ldyjxW608ypp1fsWd3W7sT74M7ZVsL1W6lZ92b1QmkT5W1X2thV7JK3VbW7jW8Sy1FqxHnW2hWVq723_rC6W7XVfDl1X4-w0W1-6gVX7MFVrKW7XJVLn1PprFbW7XTppb7v1mcBW264T_x7nc-jSW69RFMy7lTrnCW3bwBFy3yjrf5N1zW062zD-dgW1tV6Br5VFRLVN4VJD7hyr1wQW1xs5dN4vFpLQV42cYP3nNLJkW90SS1h4qBK8hW5ndjXs22cNmhW8YpG_l3sxwTBW1rV0MP2-zyFjw1NsfDKk2zf3CVNp702
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/385756-trump-officials-abruptly-pull-back-from-decision-on-medicaid-lifetime
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/05/02/607466204/federal-government-sends-warning-to-vaping-companies
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/02/607638733/doctor-trump-dictated-letter-attesting-to-his-extraordinary-health


 

 

The Associated Press: US Seeking 1 Million for Massive Study of DNA, Health Habits 
Wanted: A million people willing to share their DNA and 10 years of health habits, big and small, for 
science. On Sunday, the U.S. government will open nationwide enrollment for an ambitious experiment: If 
they can build a large enough database comparing the genetics, lifestyles and environments of people 
from all walks of life, researchers hope to learn why some escape illness and others don’t, and better 
customize ways to prevent and treat disease. (Neergaard, 5/1) 

OPIOID CRISIS 

PBS NewsHour: As Opioid Crisis Grows, Babies and Moms with Hepatitis C Fly Under 
the Radar 
A growing number of infants are born exposed to hepatitis C, but fewer than a third are later screened to 
monitor and treat the potentially fatal virus. Between 2006 and 2014, obstetrician-gynecologist Catherine 
Chappell and her colleagues at Magee-Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh noticed a 60 percent increase in 
moms-to-be who tested positive for hepatitis C. (Santhanam, 5/2) 
 
NPR: Study Questions: Bridge Device for Opioid Withdrawal 
To the untrained, the evidence looks promising for a new medical device to ease opioid withdrawal. A 
small study shows that people feel better when the device, an electronic nerve stimulator called the 
Bridge, is placed behind their ear. The company that markets the Bridge is using the study results to 
promote its use to anyone who will listen: policymakers, criminal justice officials and health care 
providers. The message is working. (Harper, 5/2) 
 
Los Angeles Times: If You're Worried about Prescription Opioids, You Should be Really 
Scared of Fentanyl 
Overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids like illicit fentanyl have surpassed deaths involving 
prescription opioids. This switch occurred in 2016. And it seemed to happen pretty suddenly. Data from 
the National Vital Statistics System show that there were 42,249 opioid-related overdose deaths in 2016. 
That includes 19,413 that involved synthetic opioids, 17,087 that involved prescription opioids and 15,469 
that involved heroin. (Kaplan, 5/1) 

HEALTH LAW 

The Hill: Tom Price: ObamaCare Mandate Repeal Will Drive Up Costs 
Democrats immediately highlighted the remark from President Trump’s own former health secretary and 
fierce opponent of ObamaCare. They say his statement reinforces the argument that Republicans are to 
blame for coming premium increases in large part due to their repeal in the December tax bill of the 
mandate that most people obtain health insurance or pay a fine. (Sullivan, 5/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: Tick and Mosquito Infections Spreading Rapidly, C.D.C. Finds 
Farewell, carefree days of summer. The number of people getting diseases transmitted by mosquito, tick 
and flea bites has more than tripled in the United States in recent years, federal health officials reported 
on Tuesday. Since 2004, at least nine such diseases have been discovered or newly introduced here. 
(McNeil, 5/1) 
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Los Angeles Times: Can You Skip Your Regular Workout and Just Shiver Instead? 
What do shivering and exercise have in common? More than you might think. Both shivering and exercise 
cause you to contract your muscles and expend energy — that's pretty obvious. But less obvious is a new 
discovery, published Tuesday in Cell Metabolism, that they both release a molecule into the bloodstream 
that tells your muscles to start burning fat. (Netburn, 5/1) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Associated Press: Cecile Richards' Message: Now is the Time to Get Involved 
Cecile Richards, who steps down from the helm of Planned Parenthood on Tuesday after 12 years as 
one of the nation's most visible activists, has a message for her fellow women: Now is the time to get 
involved. Not soon, not next year. Now. "Don't wait for instructions," she says. "Don't wait for the perfect 
opportunity. Most of all, don't wait for somebody to ASK you to do something." And, she wants women to 
know, being an activist really isn't as daunting as it might seem. "It isn't dreary, it isn't depressing," she 
promises. "It can actually be incredibly joyful, and you meet amazing people." (Noveck, 5/1) 
 
The Hill: Anti-Abortion Groups Call on Trump to Cut Planned Parenthood Off from Family 
Planning Grants 
A coalition of anti-abortion groups is calling on the Trump administration to cut Planned Parenthood off 
from family planning grants. More than 85 anti-abortion groups signed a letter Tuesday saying that the 
family planning money, known as Title X, should not go to Planned Parenthood and other groups that 
perform or refer women for abortions. This shift would reinstate a regulation put in place by President 
Reagan. (Sullivan, 5/1) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Hill: Drug Industry Faces Trump-Fueled Storm Over Prices 
Drugmakers are trying to navigate a growing storm over high drug prices as President Trump prepares to 
unveil new actions on the issue. The drug industry has traditionally been able to beat back actions from 
Washington, notably escaping unscathed in the fight over ObamaCare. But the climate appears to be 
changing. (Sullivan, 5/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Stat: Medicaid Barriers Delay Care for Children with Complex Needs 
Before a clinician can provide Medicaid-related care, federal law requires that she or he must undergo a 
background screening before enrolling in a state’s Medicaid program. State Medicaid agencies are 
responsible for carrying out both screening and enrollment. Although the goal — detecting and weeding 
out providers who might pose fraud or abuse risks — is a good one, the process can impede a child’s 
access to care because states regularly require providers already enrolled and in good standing in their 
home state, or through Medicare, to go through subsequent screens in order to treat patients from 
another state. (Nick Manetto, Joshua Greenberg and Mathieu Gaulin, 5/1) 
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California Healthline: Inadequate Oversight Allows Poor Care at California Nursing 
Homes to go Unchecked, State Audit Finds 
California health regulators have allowed poor care to proliferate at nursing homes around the state, and 
the number of incidents that could cause serious injury or death has increased significantly in recent 
years, according to a stinging state audit released this week. (Gorman, 5/3) 

Sacramento Bee: Senate Bill Would Expand Marijuana Delivery to All of California 
With limited time to craft rules before the law took effect at the start of the year, many towns approved 
outright bans of all marijuana businesses. The patchwork of local laws have created vast "pot deserts" 
that will remain until cities and counties opt to reconsider rules. (Luna, 5/2) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Associated Press: Trump Medical Record ‘Raid’ Raises Patient Privacy Questions 
A doctor’s claim that three men took President Donald Trump’s medical records without a form 
authorizing their release in what he said felt like a “raid” has raised questions about whether this kind of 
action is legal. Here are some questions and answers about what happened and the laws surrounding 
medical records and patients’ rights to obtain them. (Johnson, 5/2) 

OPIOID CRISIS 

Bloomberg: Opioid Makers Sued for Premium Hikes in First-of-Kind Cases 
The suits open another front in the burgeoning litigation against drugmakers including Purdue Pharma 
Inc. and the Janssen Pharmaceuticals unit of Johnson & Johnson and distributors such as McKesson 
Corp. and Cardinal Health Inc. The suits, which seek unspecified damages, seek to represent people who 
bought health insurance policies in those states since 1996. "All of the defendants in this action share 
responsibility for creating, sustaining and prolonging the opioid epidemic" in pursuit of corporate revenue, 
lead plaintiff Edward Grace alleges in a complaint filed Wednesday in Boston. (Harris and Hurtado, 5/2) 

HEALTH LAW 

The New York Times: On Anniversary of House Obamacare Repeal, Democrats Look to 
Extract a Price 
A year ago Friday, Representative Claudia Tenney of New York stood among dozens of enthusiastic 
colleagues in the Rose Garden to celebrate passage of a bill to repeal and replace the Affordable Care 
Act. When President Trump made his way onstage, Ms. Tenney clapped and smiled. On this not-so-
happy anniversary, a Democratic “super PAC” is on the air with a television commercial reminding her 
constituents of a repeal vote that Republicans were once convinced would be a political winner. Ms. 
Tenney’s Democratic challenger, Anthony Brindisi, a state assemblyman, said health care is consistently 
one of the top issues in a vast district that runs from Lake Ontario through Utica and Rome to the 
Pennsylvania border. (Kaplan, 5/2) 
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The Hill: Price Walks Back Warning on ObamaCare Individual Mandate 
Former HHS Secretary Tom Price on Wednesday walked back comments he made predicting repealing 
ObamaCare’s individual mandate would drive up insurance costs. In a statement, Price said his remarks 
at Tuesday’s World Health Care Congress were taken out of context. (Weixel, 5/2) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: E. Coli Outbreak Turns Deadly with a Fatal Case in California  
An E. coli outbreak linked to romaine lettuce has turned deadly, with one person dying in California. It was 
the first reported death in the outbreak, which began in March and has spread to 25 states. The California 
Department of Public Health confirmed the death but would not provide more details. (Astor, 5/2) 

Marketplace: Some Health Care Firms Focus on Empathy to Keep People 
Healthier 
During the past decade, some health care businesses have begun to experiment with new ways to keep 
people healthier and out of the hospital by improving the relationships between medical professionals and 
patients. This push springs from a change in how health care providers get paid. (Gorenstein, 5/2) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Associated Press: Lawsuits Target Trump Administration Family Planning Policy 
Two major organizations that promote birth control filed lawsuits in federal court Wednesday seeking to 
block the Trump administration from shifting national family planning policy to stress abstinence and 
potentially limit counseling for adolescents. (Crary, 5/2) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Hill: HHS Secretary: Trump Drug Pricing Plan Will Go 'Much Further' Than Budget 
Proposal 
Azar referred to the upcoming plan as a “comprehensive strategy” and briefly laid out the four areas the 
plan will address at a speech at the annual World Health Care Congress. The list includes tackling high 
list prices, seniors and government programs paying too much for drugs, rising out-of-pocket costs, and 
foreign governments “free-riding off of American investment in innovation.” (Roubein, 5/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Sacramento Bee: Health Price Regulations are Misguided 
A case in point is Assembly Bill 3087, which would regulate the prices that hospitals, physicians and 
prescription drug makers charge commercial insurers. In turn, insurers would be told how much they 
could charge policyholders. ...But imposing uniform payment rates is dangerous and misguided. (Erin 
Trish and Dana Goldman, 5/2) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP’s Communications Department. 
Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 

view their content. 
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Ventura County Star: Ventura County Leaders Say Income, Race, Address Affect Health 
Latinos in Ventura County are less likely than white non-Hispanics to graduate from high school, own 
their home or earn enough money to live outside of poverty. They are also less likely to breastfeed their 
children and may be more likely to struggle with obesity and behavioral health issues, according to data 
presented Wednesday. The trends are linked, said health officials and experts in a forum aimed at 
defeating inequities that jeopardize people’s health and are linked to income, race, home address and a 
long list of other factors and prejudices. (Kisken, 5/3) 

Los Angeles Times: L.A. Sues 9 Drug Companies, Alleging Unethical Practices That 
Worsened the Opioid Crisis 
The city of Los Angeles accused top drugmakers and distributors Thursday of fueling the nation's opioid 
epidemic by engaging in deceptive marketing aimed at boosting sales of powerful, addictive painkillers 
such as OxyContin, methadone and fentanyl. In a 165-page lawsuit filed in federal court, the city sued six 
of the largest manufacturers and the top three distributors of prescription painkillers, alleging violations of 
federal laws in creating a public nuisance, negligence and misrepresentation. (Jennings, 5/3) 

Los Angeles Times: Catholic Leaders Take Up Mental Health Mantle 
A grassroots effort that began in Orange County following the 2013 suicide of Saddleback Church Pastor 
Rick Warren's son has yielded a spirited call to action for Roman Catholics throughout California to help 
addicts and the mentally ill. In a nearly 6,000-word pastoral letter made public Wednesday, the California 
Catholic Bishops, an advocacy group that serves as the official voice of the state's estimated 10 million 
Catholics — including some 1.2 million in Orange County — urged the faithful to move beyond 
stigmatization of the mentally ill toward ministry and care. (Hardesty, 5/3) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Bloomberg: FDA Chief Floats Rethinking of Laws Allowing Drug-Plan Rebates 
Days ahead of the expected rollout of a White House plan to tackle soaring drug prices, a top U.S. health 
official asked whether the legal status of drug-plan rebates should get another look. Food and Drug 
Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb asked in a speech what would happen if the U.S. government 
re-examined the safe harbor that drug rebates have under federal anti-kickback laws. (Edney, 5/3) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

McClatchy: Congress is a Decade Behind in Oversight of DNA Testing Companies 
Wall Street has plowed billions of dollars into DNA testing companies, one of the world's fastest-growing 
consumer services. By contrast, lawmakers in Washington have invested little oversight in to this brave 
new marketplace, leaving it to U.S. consumers to navigate it alone. (Leavenworth, 5/3) 
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OPIOID CRISIS 

The Associated Press: Gov't Urged to Invoke Authority to Boost OD Antidote Access 
The Trump administration should invoke government authority to slash prices of a life-saving overdose 
drug or provide funding to expand access amid the coast-to-coast opioid epidemic, Baltimore's health 
department and a national advocacy group said Thursday. America is in the throes of its worst-ever drug 
crisis, yet the generic medication available in other countries by the pennies remains pricey enough in the 
U.S. that Baltimore's health agency is rationing its naloxone supplies. Other hard-hit U.S. municipalities 
are also feeling the squeeze as rising overdose rates are fueled by synthetic opioids. (McFadden, 5/3) 

HEALTH LAW 

The Hill: Conservative Groups Hope to Release New ObamaCare Replacement This 
Month 
Conservative groups are hoping to release a new ObamaCare replacement plan later this month as they 
try to keep alive the repeal effort. The effort has been led by the Heritage Foundation, the Galen Institute 
and former Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), who have been meeting at Heritage’s offices, along with other 
groups, roughly once a week for months. (Sullivan, 5/3) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The New York Times: Women with Breast Cancer Delay Care When Faced with High 
Deductibles 
When Pam Leonard felt a lump in her breast last November, she hesitated, debating whether to get 
testing to see if she had cancer. She thought of her insurance policy, which carries a deductible of 
$2,600. She knew she would also have to spend as much as $5,700 on medical bills that would not be 
covered by an individual policy she bought under the ACA. “I went back and forth for a couple of weeks,” 
Ms. Leonard recalled. “I had to do something,” she said. “It didn’t go away.” (Abelson, 5/4) 

Los Angeles Times: Looking For Clues About The Dangerous Breast Cancers That Turn 
Up Between Mammograms 
With any luck, a screening mammogram that shows no sign of breast cancer means you won't have to 
think about the disease until it's time for your next exam. But about 15% of breast cancers turn up in that 
interval between regular screenings. These cases are troubling — and not just because the mammogram 
failed to catch the tumor before it had grown large enough to cause symptoms. (Kaplan, 5/3) 

The New York Times: Eating Fish and Legumes Tied to a Later Menopause 
A diet rich in fish and vegetables may delay the onset of menopause, a new study has found. British 
researchers used health and behavioral data on 9,027 women ages 40 to 65, and followed them for four 
years. They assessed their diet using a detailed 217-item food frequency questionnaire that included 
information on portion size. Over the course of the study, and after excluding women who were pregnant, 
used hormone replacement therapy or had surgically induced menopause, there were 914 women who 
went through menopause naturally. (Bakalar, 5/3) 
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PHARMACEUTICALS 

Kaiser Health News: For Shame: ‘Pharma Bro’ Shkreli is in Prison, but Daraprim’s Price 
Is Still High 
It was 2015 when Martin Shkreli, then CEO of Turing Pharmaceuticals and the notorious “pharma bro,” 
jacked up the cost of the lifesaving drug Daraprim by 5,000 percent. Overnight, its price tag skyrocketed 
from $13.50 a pill to $750. The move drew criticism from all corners. Congress hauled Shkreli in for 
questioning on television. Media outlets shamed the practice. The Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), the powerful trade group for branded drugs, distanced itself, saying 
Turing “does not represent the values of @PhRMA” and kicked off a campaign it described as “more lab 
coat, less hoodie.” (Luthra, 5/4) 

Bloomberg: Glaxo's Advair is the $100 Billion Asthma Drug That Won't Die 
Since 2001, Advair has helped children and adults with chronic lung diseases while raking in about $100 
billion in sales for Glaxo along the way. Yet eight years after the patent on the drug itself expired and two 
years since its companion Diskus inhaler lost exclusivity, it remains untouched by competition from 
generics in the U.S. -- and patients like Bassett pay the price. ...After a series of setbacks for 
manufacturers of copycat drugs, the nation’s health-care system and many of the 25 million Americans 
with asthma remain burdened with the costs of Advair. (Paton, 5/4) 

HEALTH IT 

Modern Healthcare: FDA on the Hunt for its Own EHR System 
The Food and Drug Administration is looking for a "large electronic medical record system" to conduct 
research about adverse drug reactions. The FDA's Bioinformatics and Biostatistics Division will use the 
EHR to look into the "safety and surveillance of FDA regulated products," according to the request for 
quote the agency posted earlier this week. Specifically, researchers will analyze VA data to look for 
adverse side effects from medications. It will use the EHR to develop "novel data mining and data 
visualization" to apply to the data. Right now, those data exist in different versions of VistA, the VA's 
home-grown EHR. But they might eventually exist elsewhere. (Arndt, 5/3) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Sacramento Bee: Health Price Regulations are Misguided 
A case in point is Assembly Bill 3087, which would regulate the prices that hospitals, physicians and 
prescription drug makers charge commercial insurers. In turn, insurers would be told how much they 
could charge policyholders. ...But imposing uniform payment rates is dangerous and misguided. (Erin 
Trish and Dana Goldman, 5/2) 
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