
 

 

CALIFORNIA WATCH                        MARCH 12, 2018 

California Healthline: A Battered Doctor, a Slain Patient and a Family’s Quest for 
Answers 
An addiction-treatment physician fatally shot a troubled ex-Marine after the man pummeled him inside his 
California office, police records show. The tragedy illustrates how the limited number of clinics available to 
prescribe buprenorphine, a drug that all but erases opioid withdrawal, can become crowded, chaotic and 
dangerous. (Brian Rinker, 3/12) 

The Associated Press: Officials Tight-Lipped in Attack on California Veterans Home 
Authorities in Northern California have so far been tight-lipped about why a former Army rifleman may 
have killed three women after a daylong siege at a veterans home in Napa County wine country. Albert 
Wong, 36, slipped into a going-away party for two employees of The Pathway Home on the campus of 
the Yountville veterans home campus about 50 miles north of San Francisco on Friday, then let some 
people leave, but kept the three women. (3/12) 

MEDICAID 

Kaiser Health News: Medicaid is Rural America’s Financial Midwife 
Brianna Foster, 23, lives minutes away from Genesis Hospital, the main source of health care and the 
only hospital with maternity services in southeastern Ohio’s rural Muskingum County. Proximity proved 
potentially lifesaving last fall when Foster, pregnant with her second child, Holden, felt contractions at 31 
weeks — about seven weeks too soon. Genesis was equipped to handle the situation — giving Foster 
medication and an injection to stave off delivery. After his birth four weeks later – still about a month early, 
at 5 pounds 12 ounces — Holden was sent to the hospital’s special care nursery for monitoring. (Luthra, 
3/12) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Politico: Trump Administration to Aid States in Firearms Training for Teachers, School 
Staff 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos will chair a government commission exploring steps to prevent school 
violence, following the Parkland, Fla., shooting last month that left 17 dead, the Trump administration 
said. “We are committed to working quickly because there’s no time to waste,” DeVos said on a 
conference call with reporters. “No student, no family, no teacher and no school should have to live the 
horror of Parkland or Sandy Hook or Columbine again.” (Hefling and Stratford, 3/11) 
 
The Associated Press: Trump Uses Page from 'Smart Policymaking 101' on Health Care 
A smartphone app that lets Medicare patients access their claims information. Giving consumers a share 
of drug company rebates for their prescriptions. Wider access to websites that reliably compare cost and 
quality of medical tests. The Trump administration is taking a pragmatic new tack on health care, with 
officials promising consumer friendly changes and savings in areas from computerized medical records to 
prescription drugs. New Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar has been rolling out the 
agenda, saying it has the full backing of President Donald Trump. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 3/10) 
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HEALTH LAW 

The Associated Press: Lots of Talk, Little Action on Curbing Health Care Costs 
It started as a bipartisan attempt to curb soaring health care premiums. But Congress' effort to stabilize 
the nation's insurance markets is faltering amid escalating demands by each party and erratic positions 
by President Donald Trump. Democrats want bigger federal subsidies for consumers under President 
Barack Obama's health care law while Republicans, still fighting that statute, aim to relax its coverage 
requirements and win abortion restrictions. (Fram, 3/12) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Insurers Get Into Care, but is it Good for Your Health? 
In the not-too-distant future, your health insurance, your prescription drugs and some of your treatment 
may come from the same company. Insurers are dropping billions of dollars on acquisitions and 
expansions in order to get more involved in customer health. They say this push can help cut costs and 
improve care, in part by keeping the sickest patients healthy and out of expensive hospitals. That’s a 
huge potential benefit for employers and other customers stressed by rising costs. But is this good for 
your health? (Murphy, 3/9) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Exercise to Renew a Middle-Aged Heart 
Eventually it happens to everyone. As we age, even if we're healthy, the heart becomes less flexible, 
more stiff and just isn't as efficient in processing oxygen as it used to be. In most people the first signs 
show up in the 50s or early 60s. And among people who don't exercise, the underlying changes can start 
even sooner. "The heart gets smaller — stiffer," says Dr. Ben Levine, a sports cardiologist at University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center and director of the Institute for Exercise and Environmental Medicine 
at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital, in Dallas. (Neighmond, 3/12) 
 
Kaiser Health News: New Technologies Help Seniors Age in Place — and Not Feel Alone 
Nancy Delano, 80, of Denver has no plans to slow down anytime soon. She still drives to movies, plays 
and dinners out with friends. A retired elder care nurse who lives alone, she also knows that “when you 
reach a certain age, emergencies can happen fast.” So, when her son, Tom Rogers, talked to her about 
installing a remote monitoring system, she didn’t hesitate. With motion sensors placed throughout the 
house, Rogers can see if his mom is moving around, if she’s sleeping (or not), if she forgot to lock the 
door and, based on a sophisticated algorithm that detects behavioral patterns, whether her activity level 
or eating habits have changed significantly, for instance. (Redford, 3/12) 
 
The Associated Press: Study: Cholesterol Drug Lowers Risk of Death, Heart Attack 
A newer cholesterol drug, used with older statin medicines, modestly lowered heart risks and deaths in a 
big study of heart attack survivors that might persuade insurers to cover the pricey treatment more often. 
Results on the drug, Praluent, were announced Saturday at an American College of Cardiology 
conference in Florida. It's the first time a cholesterol-lowering drug has reduced deaths since statins such 
as Lipitor and Crestor came out decades ago. (3/10) 
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PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Hill: House to Vote Tuesday on 'Right to Try' Drug Bill 
The House will vote Tuesday on a newly released Right to Try Act aimed at letting very sick patients 
request access to treatments the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) hasn’t yet approved. The 
legislation is a priority for the White House. President Trump called on Congress to pass the legislation in 
his State of the Union address in January. Vice President Pence is also a staunch supporter of right to try 
laws, signing a bill when he was governor of Indiana. (Roubein, 3/11) 
 
Modern Healthcare: Week Ahead: 340B Gets its Turn in the Senate 
The Senate this week is turning its focus to 340B, the drug discount program that has fueled a fierce 
Capitol Hill lobbying battle in the U.S. House of Representatives for months. Senate health committee 
Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) called a hearing for Thursday, saying he will focus on gathering 
information from stakeholders. "Congress created this program to help some of the most vulnerable 
people in our country afford their medications to treat HIV, hepatitis C, diabetes or cancer," Alexander 
said in the hearing notice. "I am looking forward to hearing from many of those involved in how the 
program is working, and what steps, if any, the federal government should take to strengthen the program 
and ensure patients are receiving benefits." (Luthi, 3/10) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Axios: Red-State Changes could Strengthen ACA, Medicaid 
By making their Affordable Care Act marketplaces and Medicaid programs more conservative, the leaders 
of several red states may actually strengthen the ACA and Medicaid by creating a stronger Republican 
constituency for both programs. The bottom line: As they make a series of changes — through waivers 
and other means — to swing the programs to the right, those state leaders are building a broader political 
base for the programs in red states. That could make ACA repeal and Medicaid cuts an even tougher sell 
in the future than it is now. (Drew Altman, 3/12) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH                        MARCH 13, 2018 

Sacramento Bee: California Health Care: Raise Taxes for Single-Payer or Ration? 
Republican Gov. Earl Warren suggested a taxpayer-financed universal health care system in 1945. 
Voters considered and defeated a version of universal care in 2004. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed 
a single-payer bill in 2006. Now there is renewed interest, as proponents like Sen. Kamala Harris and 
gubernatorial candidate Gavin Newsom see single-payer as the solution to Republican-led efforts to 
unravel Obamacare. (Hart, 3/13) 

Los Angeles Times: Judge Rules That Spouse Has Authority to Remove Partner's Life 
Support if There's No Directive 
Ruling in the case of a San Gabriel Valley man, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Mary Thornton House 
said that in the event that there is no advance directive for a someone in a vegetative state, their partner 
can decide for them. ...The case is reminiscent of the Terri Schiavo case in Florida in which her husband 
sought to disconnect life support and her parents fought him for years in the courts in a highly publicized 
and prolonged series of legal challenges. (Winton, 3/12) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Conservative Groups Warn against ObamaCare 'Bailout' in Spending Bill 
A coalition of 15 conservative groups wrote to Congress on Monday to urge against including a “bailout” 
of ObamaCare in the coming government funding bill. The groups are putting pressure on lawmakers 
amid bipartisan negotiations on providing payments to health insurance companies with the goal of 
stabilizing markets and lowering premiums. But the conservative groups see those payments as a bailout 
for the health-care law. (Sullivan, 3/12) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Washington Post: Gun Violence Research Gets Little Support So States Step in 
As deaths from mass shootings have mounted, some states are moving to collect hard data to guide their 
decisions about guns — even as the federal government has retreated from such research in the face of 
pressure from pro-gun groups. The New Jersey legislature, for example, is weighing a measure that 
would create a gun-violence research center at Rutgers University. The center would be modeled on the 
new Firearm Violence Prevention Research Center at the University of California at Davis, which 
launched last summer with $5 million in state money over five years. (Ollove, 3/12) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Stat: Amid Efforts to Expand Naloxone Access, a New Study Questions its Value  
Amid a worsening opioid epidemic, the overdose-reversal drug naloxone has taken center stage. Fire and 
police departments across the country stock the drug; nonprofits aim to get it into the hands of millions of 
residents as a bystander intervention. But a controversial new working paper has raised the question of 
whether the urgent push to expand naloxone access may be doing more harm than good. (Facher, 3/13) 
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Stat: During the Great Recession, Fewer People Took Their Medications 
The Great Recession had dramatic and visible effects: Millions of Americans lost their homes; more than 
8 million people lost their jobs. But a new study finds that it also had invisible effects on people’s health — 
and that those effects could have long-term consequences. Using a long-running study on heart health, 
scientists evaluated blood pressure and blood glucose measurements from 2000 to 2012. They found 
that those metrics were significantly worse after the recession hit in 2007 — at least in part due to fewer 
people taking their medicines. (Sheridan, 3/12) 

Kaiser Health News: Black Men’s Blood Pressure is Cut Along with Their Hair 
Amid the buzz of hair clippers and the beat of hip-hop, barber Corey Thomas squeezes in a little advice to 
the clients who come into his Inglewood, Calif., shop for shaves and fade cuts. Watch what you eat, he 
tells them. Check your blood pressure. Don’t take life so hard. “We’re a high statistic for … hypertension 
and everything, and it’s something we let go by,” Thomas said as he worked at the shop, A New You, on 
Friday. “Our customers, they’ll talk to us before they talk to anybody else.” (Abram, 3/12) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

Politico: Wendy Davis Leaves Door Open to Planned Parenthood Gig 
Could Wendy Davis, the former Texas state senator who rose to national prominence after her marathon 
2013 filibuster protesting an anti-abortion bill, be in the running to next head of Planned Parenthood? The 
prominent Democratic surrogate isn't ruling out the possibility. The one-time Texas gubernatorial 
candidate spoke to POLITICO’s Anna Palmer for a live taping of the Women Rule podcast Monday at the 
South by Southwest festival and sidestepped answering questions about her interest in joining the 
organization. Planned Parenthood’s current president, Cecile Richards, announced her plans to step 
down earlier this year. She is slated to leave the organization in May. (Flores and Palmer, 3/13) 

The Associated Press: Fertility-Clinic Breakdowns Baffle Experts, Upset Couples 
Simultaneous refrigeration failures at two fertility clinics in San Francisco and suburban Cleveland have 
damaged or destroyed potentially thousands of frozen eggs and embryos in the biggest such loss on 
record in the U.S. The malfunctions have left parents-to-be heartbroken and baffled experts. Here are 
some questions and answers about the two cases. (3/12) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Politico: Right-to-Try Drug Bill Could Needlessly Raise Patients' Hopes, Experts Say  
Congress may be on a speedy path to lifting the hopes of terminally ill patients. Whether it’s anything 
more than a feel-good exercise is an open question. The House of Representatives is expected to deliver 
the deciding vote for a right-to-try bill Tuesday that President Donald Trump touted in his State of the 
Union address and would give terminally ill patients — or those likely to die prematurely — access to 
experimental medicines without the FDA’s blessing. The Senate, which already passed its own bill, is 
considered likely to adopt the changes. (Karlin-Smith, 3/13) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: School Shootings: Ignorance is Not Bliss 
President Trump's new plan to secure schools after last month's slaughter of 17 students and teachers in 
Parkland, Fla., is chock-a-block with ideas, some worthwhile. ...Another missing piece that could guide 
the nation, and the commission to be chaired by Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, toward data-driven 
solutions to gun violence: freeing scientists to explore the causes of, and uncover the solutions for, a 
shooting epidemic that kills 35,000 Americans every year. Scientists, you ask, are not already free to do 
this? No, not really. There's actually a federal statute — won by the NRA decades ago — that all but bars 
research on gun violence. A little knowledge, evidently, is a bad thing when you're advocating for guns 
anywhere and everywhere. (3/12) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH                       MARCH 14, 2018 

Kaiser Health News: California’s Tax on Millionaires Yields big Benefits for People with 
Mental Illness, Study Finds  
A statewide tax on the wealthy has significantly boosted mental health programs in California’s largest 
county, helping to reduce homelessness, incarceration and hospitalization, according to a report released 
Tuesday. Revenue from the tax, the result of a statewide initiative passed in 2004, also expanded access 
to therapy and case management to almost 130,000 people up to age 25 in Los Angeles County, 
according to the report by the Rand Corp. Many were poor and from minority communities, the 
researchers said. (Gorman, 3/14) 

Capital Public Radio: California Lawmakers Eye new Gun Bills after Parkland Shooting  
As students across the country prepare to walk out of class to protest for tighter restrictions on firearms, 
California lawmakers and policy advocates are preparing their own responses after the Parkland 
shooting. Bills introduced or being considered in the Assembly would tackle a variety of gun control 
issues, from raising the minimum purchase age for all firearms to 21-years-old to making it easier to 
rapidly issue gun violence restraining orders. (Bradford, 3/13) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Democrats Sink House vote on Trump-Backed Drug Bill  
“This legislation delivers the false hope to patients and their families that they will receive a cure to their 
underlying disease or condition,” House Energy and Commerce ranking member Frank Pallone said. The 
bill is also “based on false premise that patients are not receiving access to investigational treatments as 
a result of the Food and Drug Administration." (Karlin-Smith, 3/13) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Hill: Oversight Dem Demands info on Conway's Private Flights with Tom Price   
White House counselor Kellyanne Conway flew on several of the same private flights as former Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Tom Price, but has yet to reimburse the federal government for her 
share of the costs, House Democrats revealed Tuesday. Rep. Elijah Cummings (Md.), the top Democrat 
on the House Oversight Committee, accused the White House of stonewalling the investigation into how 
much the flights cost and called on the panel’s chairman, Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.), to issue a 
subpoena. (Weixel, 3/13) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

CNN: What is ALS; the Disease Physicist Stephen Hawking lived with for over five 
Decades?  
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, more commonly known as ALS, is a progressive, neurodegenerative 
disease. It affects the nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord that make the muscles of both the upper 
and lower body work. Those nerve cells lose their ability to initiate and control muscle movement, which 
leads to paralysis and death. People with the condition lose control of muscle movement, eventually 
losing their ability to eat, speak, walk and, ultimately, breathe. (McKirdy, 3/14) 
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Politico: Hospitals missing from gun Control Debate  
Hospitals treat gunshot victims, and send the dead to morgues. But in the national debate on guns, they 
are studiously noncommittal. That’s a contrast from much of the public health world. “Guns kill people,” a 
prestigious network of medical journals jointly editorialized after last year’s deadly shooting in Las Vegas. 
Doctors exhorted colleagues to raise gun control with their elected officials: “Now. Don’t wait.” Health 
insurance giant Aetna announced it will donate $200,000 to an anti-gun rally in Washington. (Pittman, 
3/13) 

CNN: Deaths from Lead Exposure 10 Times Higher than thought, Study Suggests  
Lead exposure may be responsible for nearly 10 times more deaths in the United States than previously 
thought, according to a new study. The researchers concluded that nearly 412,000 deaths every year in 
the US can be attributed to lead contamination. That figure is 10 times higher than previously reported by 
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington in Seattle. (Lieber, 3/12) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

California Healthline: Opioid Maker Funds Efforts to fight Addiction: Is it ‘Blood Money’ 

or Charity? 
A program to give naloxone overdose-antidote kits and training to front-line officers. Funding for pill 
disposal boxes in pharmacies, clinics and police stations across North Carolina. A radio campaign in 
Connecticut warning of the dangers of opioid abuse. A new medicine to treat opioid-induced constipation. 
(Gold, 3/14) 

Stat: Henry Waxman says Lawmakers 'Derelict' if they don't Address Drug Prices  
Henry Waxman is a household name in pharmaceutical circles — during his three decades on Capitol 
Hill, he helped write the Affordable Care Act and expand Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. He sponsored the 1984 Hatch-Waxman Act, which set up the modern infrastructure for bringing 
generic drugs to market, and chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
health-related issues, from 2009 to 2011. Since his retirement from Congress in 2015, Waxman has 
served as chairman of Waxman Strategies, a lobbying firm that has been active on health issues, 
especially the 340B drug discount program. (Swetlitz, 3/14) 

The Hill: Trump's Cancer Panel says Urgent Action Needed on rising drug costs  
“Cancer patients should not have to choose between paying for their medications or paying their 
mortgages. For so many, it is truly a matter of life and death,” said Barbara Rimer, chair of the President's 
Cancer Panel, which advises the president on issues related to cancer policy. “This is a national 
imperative that will not be solved by any one sector working alone.” (Hellmann, 3/13) 

Stat: A Costly PBM Trick: Set lower copays for branded drugs than for Generics  
PBMs use their size to negotiate drug prices with manufacturers, passing on a certain percentage of any 
rebates downstream to the insurance company and keeping rest of the spread for themselves. What 
makes this murky is that the deals these companies strike with drug makers are kept secret, so no one 
besides the PBM knows how much of the rebate is actually passed on to consumers. In some cases, they 
keep more than what they pay the maker for the drug. Since pharmacy benefit managers profit on the 
spread, they have no real inventive to push pharmaceutical companies to reduce costs since their profits 
increase with the list price. (Haider Warraich, 3/12) 

https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*N65CBJttJstpVGbG1R75Cq6G0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wc2WJLfhV1x4ql2_QSX2VFPL452qL-xLN9bCkWPRzy2yW7L9hR12HTQ2rW2N8mD-28HWwNW5pd0rD7HX-KTVbkWyr2KZG6HV96lrC8mFnP4N8Sk6mzgTHMGW4w8x-c7j4J-RW4CZ_4P3lW8wdW1GLGCr415b8TW4dqpn_4JmhRsW64lzp337R_FkW5F6rYQ5K_1J9W24T02h8_-PdpN40L55Ym3RPzV1fZYk1WG2KzW1TMyD94Jv8kVW2WmSZt5Vd7nNW3-R5_p4XBvRNN3GkQMnvSMf_W7d1XH47RtHrLW1vBlZk2wjJnsW4cdzmy7hkxSmW6hgQYb2tfQC-W33XM_63tPKNfVtBLP04VxwKQW4c5P6D8v5WqCW7pnLgM5L2PtbW8_31B92pdQNjW41cv6k3jbcpmVZLM_98PwMS2N88XYWLWB6NJN2H8kfS62X34W13LBSf68mJXyW5hfXDq8BfPZcW9l7wHl8J_HfHW24vfjN6pH5vHW4xnPlT6vY3F9W5LkpbC6-5HSpW7g3Zzk8HWvwqW93YT4C4G4kktW5QDWSQ1YYtvFW8SgLSr7H6DRSW5S7kDy6zhtkMW63pKqc6-tvxrW97JMXg41WJ3tN6XB-J0v-kznW9kl_Hx16n3QF103
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*W3ddJrz55y0fVW1bm8Wq62N7Gj0/5/f18dQhb0S2C62WsqN3V1x4lb2nhdywVrk5GZ4MNx4SW41sVn24VJss_W6m-Gv71zRZ_bW47VbX31T1WGBW5DKv3T8RMqHjW4PNX9l2bywRHN8HY17KKy9LBVDqFhl6vxD38W8NtM5J9bT0RYW2hQM7C59Qpf4W6tFv8x64M5MBN96_pTpRdtxKW7HMsqx22SSKzW1FlYJj1HdBbyW13jtXq1Z-NB4W5WLcym3bKGQsV8h2_z1rzHV7N2mt6dNj59QxW5MPSvQ78-XrWW3y083J2wyMhlW2NZyX39hTmDtW1Lpnpr4vM-HlW8FtsfN6QRf9VW1mngWj41j-_rW5PHy8W2W8fSRW38C05d8SdrtbW2sssT42krdr1W2d1Xms6ZlMQ6W5v62TC2XYX17W34z1R11S70kHW7RVMyB8bz1X0W4lkK_z2DGC2KW971Xjt40r57tW1kKTfK8ZYss5W81CC-d6fzkkRW6z5X9Q82wMbrW561fZT9gCjM4W4ndBPq39p7xLVNN-sh8W8vyyVD1Bx58hJMl6N740syk9q-flW5XnVtY1vKRDkW8VC64179-RspW5qr1RQ8-p5qQW8_fYkW6PSGxWW3PCzwH7Bq7ZjW5Qs-wL4-9ZbwW80tnk860l7JbW8QFfSF8Yc9FN102
https://californiahealthline.org/news/opioid-maker-funds-efforts-to-fight-addiction-is-it-blood-money-or-charity/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/opioid-maker-funds-efforts-to-fight-addiction-is-it-blood-money-or-charity/
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*N2BL-Pl_CWFBW6WS-YD8tj0s_0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2dYTs8M11WX7CR4R2V3DjkK2Yn7gGW64KT147DKM9YW37GFGf62Nq_JW4mY6334cBbQtW4_mbzv8bhVBCW4NJM9Y2D3TM8W6fXDSp2ZCBv-W76P9D97L_WzRW4CBTqV6FM2_yW5y90b_7LSZF2W2cjt6X6PbJ24N1t_Bhn47MY-W3GzFmW5Xs9BhN7BfYgJvW_MMW67CZDk19N36NW84Jvj819hkRsW3r6dmY5q2tNQW7yW5_d7qKQBKN4zK3HcG9cRHW5xmTg77sQNvNW5Jw5Pn4VjcmmN6rj5zhC0CTCVCGQSx9hfVGhW314FGK4sMC-8W5Y7f388TVBD-W3c0VZm4gj4T8W7T_d2D8dwTR1N8FYdS_2hB2JW8jQ-wG6ThKp6W8kZfcF91L0bLW3hjvl_6JQ2RzW4S70KK6yQ5fJW6nFvnr8frx7mW4S1wwJ35Bm8LW8zHDgn1Zf3sgW1VtxVr2jkbNtVSH53-6WKmrnW8WxtVz1n5_l6W2j3Lxd18NhK-W6pQqpp1FJLdgW7DgC3z93dqdLW37Gbhm8PH0wcW3v9lgD43w3YQW5C_x0Z672lmLW3JP_xr3prWPPf57_xhr11
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*Vtv84V6M06RwW8l9R8b8yrtkP0/5/f18dQhb0S2C82RwkMJM11Xg5C3XfKW1f0yqx2YXdLdW6xwNfd3d1WkKW7PtCMC94bylZW8G0gT96ZgJX1W3-1SYx9fcBdsW1ycV2M8Zs-dHW5g63fH2wT835W4J2ccj2fRkGQN4BB14NZ6F0HW82zsrD8HXVvhW30wP9g6qMqJ1W9bV4w236hYJSVl2-Dw4r1pjhN1lhB23lQ12vV8jrBJ55Gw0mM1kjwns9ksnW6jmVdq1Vm-JWW2mBMBP1DQFvqW1wV_gs7f2Wx1W32hlFK3CzZb8W2HQqNR3W4hP9W6mzwzH6LbxmpW6hhzFZ6V2CZNW8TzWBX4dzNT-W69lCqx2KRFRGN2bNHpBjRVn0W1PjLHV3DDKWGW5GL2gT23yVHnW6NwJt_9j3TYCW54s0fY68YdB9W3_x8Kd5H0y9XW5TsZSs4Ks4QtW29mFCr5X_FYlW3b-KGq8P3CnvW6NYcZv3HPrghW1vfY-Y6xf3j5W8d35WD7VMt7LW33p5vK8cTSyNVbqjqQ5jYWKDW8wPknQ4sRL0cVTHdrL4B3k-zN38Wd-k_KvGyW2Cbqv_4QffKkW1Dmhqp2Nbm4sVSMlQy4Zlz90W9gRV5j9b8CQ5W95h8Np6r0fPwW7h-w2m4rHTWpW42GJMt5rZzKBV8PPD_3-pN7P103
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*VSD6_C7bS_1DW4tWmNW5ZZW1Z0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2dYCpGV11TvT4KBXzYN1ypgrr6sHx_N41sVqzd_RV2W8wHSnC799Wj8W5B-HXf28GnWDW6rydrH3smvp9W7Vh6bt3xn2fGW8y48Rt6X9C7yW1bHgHf52lzMBW7TZRx7998KvFW822Dkv8pWmFkW4HbDBt5KhsLqW3YmJsb5sgwxPW3Tq01433SW-PW25nDfD8FGhF7W1Ds1gz8kVJBBW3gNHLm2P04FqW10FTYp1V7m4fV55wj162mV2lW1xV9bW6rvmZtVpvQ_f3rvGZ0W91NZrl7SGxqVW2bHHy725qyjWW5xVmL78D-mQHMBC-dfDpLRmW7g2hYy2G7bMGW5CJDtr2zJW0qW7llmTd6l55R4VsJF221_sxgCW8dvbKV9dj_JNVsRy824dlsMqW77lNQj53rqvHW93XGP26v9TN_N3RHDnZmDhFpW8KSc7z6LWhk-W8pp2Jt13WlYYW69YmGN7xdK4QW3T1N-D8LxhBXW2XWZ-m55nN6wW866Y8z7lGnrcW5kLbD235g7VtW18kSgz20NpRJW1K1glp24Vj7xW4gSXBW7-5nSpW4rjlDX1JLHjTW6n2CzZ6zPjjLW4ncbQk7fVghSW4Tjs895b1BNQ111


 

 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: With Healthcare, it’s not what you spend but how you spend it  
Americans did rank at or near the top in several categories of healthcare utilization. For instance, they 
ranked first in coronary artery bypass graft surgeries (79 per 100,000 people; the average for all countries 
was 54 per 100,000) and total knee replacements (226 per 100,000 people; the average for all countries 
was 163 per 100,000). They also got the most CT scans (245 per 1,000 people; the average was 151 per 
1,000) and the second-most MRIs (118 per 1,000 people; the average was 82 per 1,000). But overall 
healthcare use was “relatively similar to other high-income nations,” the researchers found. Even in the 
areas where the U.S. was at or near the top, “this utilization did not appear to explain a large part of the 
higher spending in the U.S.” (Kaplan, 3/13) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: GOP's False Talking Points against Gun Control are Dangerous  
We’ve heard passionate pleas in recent weeks from students who survived a massacre and lost their 
friends and teachers. Through their pain, with Wednesday’s National School Walkout and in many other 
ways, this generation of students growing up with active-shooter drills is demanding that lawmakers take 
action to reform gun laws. (Dianne Feinstein, 3/14) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*W7qP0Yp6M5FVlW4yvwHD5D6w8B0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2RwkMJV11-4c4RzQw4W6GD2Vj5k5nMPW2HsGSc84cLpMW1-0ygJ4DgcvjW4Skdz02Q7vkqW2PFnVW8PhvP-VB34qt15dg9qW6XdFf28Rd4yDW2dr3KN8xHg_vW8nTSMJ4pLkwRW9gCyny6Zfmj1W44hPmR4j7wbLW8s2Yz05G9GsgW1F7hLP1vs--2W1lnHqW6tLFH4W6Lcm2w1PMvKpW3QcfBj7sF6HmVt3Pzg2sLkJ2W65LRg2844jY4W64Dwft378t92W6n671t2pB_7LW2wz6my1qrkPxW8C0Q-697KHW1W6FhRQR1ngnB-W31trHT64kvtsMw2pMDjl1MZW1RhdJy7zMDFLW3RjsxL7shwg2W4Qw8b87GRr2xN6wQvqvVHtHJW8zVY_b7FZlbFN75NQ2Z4mRp8W4xCth17h-hRhW6pt3Cf7yXMsXW7qjCHj5mq6pWW5W3NVC3Hj4c7W7xX2cK2LXgsZV7ybhD8rBphJV1rZBk7YWk1XW7Htj094lRXKBVTHc217LhpT7W7wb8_L25pZKyW5Rx_-74y2R7zW7RM4Bw3Ktw_vVTLDPw4VvNz7W670J2Z8W2hnWW4jL2J98Q5WBfW9gMFjX7-3yf_W7g0fsL6vp6lGW53RDRt5l49-H0
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7vRVvd6qbSLJW1NppP-3K685w0/*N3SPk4QRDzLyN5G1LwLXcfMD0/5/f18dQhb0S1V12RMFkGMCP85HhRdmhW2lpFDQ2FbhqLW3M2GKm5NfSH2W3Hs28t2MsQgPW1Jlxxr2b6j3QW6vYPml6yX144W191bbN1tSRBvVFvpnS2jznkMW2fJ5-06t8JJsVP57m84wC56pW9dyfJN4mNdbHW4mcH4q7Sr80MW88XNW37Vg86gW44rpWy5w2MfJW1hJphh5gTXm0W2qVKWj5qGKVmW88RH3c6r30xGW6SgZpl58fM_0F79KFCs3X-WW7jF3bk2Yxn0ZW5K3Kfr1v4dxDW2FnNLz4QFH02W3_WPMR6VJ1xtW6j9hpq5QBWrvVtvqKR1lh-c5W92vvF66gPhY3W81cZSm7bLDgxVDfYsP1BjKXzW3DGpkr5M_KgSW1tYZxT9bqypRW58X5F02TKF4lN6Vz90vfcXTZW46Zgyv6mf6Z4W12NF6c8YtfpbW1gtFDC7rlt1rV-lrMm8v_1HSN29ZYP1P_GMmW8QjkjC4fQhxsW5mMcJ54-ZZGsW4klR5X5p9JPsW1NkTm-7-vPsVW8QDBtJ8VvbGWVw5h0v82fwKRW58Ww0R2SnNDGW8D1yWS4XP4VPW7zbCG72cjs2QW7Dnb8g1VMvb-W7kG9lk7wXjDqW6Jsn1h8hJ-KfW4ZXLWc1W1BCwW86_zN670PyR1W3sHymN9k2v9QW6PQqky7Kgpflf9gXj7Y11


 

 

 
 
 
 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP’s Communications Department. 
Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 

view their content. 



 

 

CALIFORNIA WATCH                        MARCH 15, 2018 

Sacramento Bee: CA Lawmakers Tackle Health Care Bills to Improve Obamacare 
A new coalition of California labor and health advocacy groups – including Health Access California and 
the Service Employees International Union – will unveil the latest legislative push Thursday, outlining 
Democratic-led efforts supporters say will improve the state's health care financing and delivery system. 
Legislation is still being crafted, but any major overhaul will face steep political and financial challenges. 
(Hart, 3/14) 

Ventura County Star: Ventura County Students Join National School Walkout 
At 10 a.m. Wednesday, more than 500 students from Ventura High School walked out of their second-
period classes to come together and honor the 17 people who died in the Parkland, Florida, school 
shooting and say “enough is enough.” The demonstration mirrored what was happening across the 
nation and Ventura County as thousands of students took part in the National School Walkout, leaving 
their classrooms on the one-month anniversary of the shooting that ignited a political firestorm led by the 
students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida. (D’Angelo, Harris, Martinez, 3/14) 

MEDICAID 

The New York Times: Trump’s Vow to Make More Federal Benefits Depend on Having a 
Job Faces an Uncertain Future 
In his State of the Union speech two months ago, President Trump vowed to end welfare as he defined it, 
heralding a plan to force recipients off federal housing vouchers, food assistance and Medicaid if they 
were not willing to do “a hard day’s work.” Days before the speech, as part of the plan, several federal 
departments took steps to impose the stricter work requirements on able-bodied adults receiving noncash 
aid. The move could result in the loss of subsistence benefits for as many as four million poor, single 
adults over the next few years, experts say. (Thrush, 3/15) 

HEALTH LAW 

The Hill: CBO: Bill to Shore Up ObamaCare Would Reduce Premiums by 10 Percent 
An updated bill to shore up ObamaCare's markets would reduce premiums by 10 percent next year and 
by 20 percent in 2020 and 2021, according to preliminary estimates from the CBO. The bill could be 
added to a long-term spending package Congress hopes to pass next week. (Hellmann, 3/14) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Elizabeth Holmes, Theranos C.E.O. and Silicon Valley Star, 
Accused of Fraud  
Holding up a few drops of blood, Elizabeth Holmes became a darling of Silicon Valley by promising that 
her company’s new device would give everyday Americans unlimited control over their health with a 
single finger prick. Ms. Holmes, a Stanford University dropout who founded her company, Theranos, at 
age 19, captivated investors and the public with her invention: a technology cheaply done at a local 
drugstore that could detect a range of illnesses, from diabetes to cancer. (Thomas and Abelson, 3/14) 
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Politico: Head of Major Insurer Lobby Stepping Down after Turbulent Term 
Marilyn Tavenner is stepping down after three tumultuous years at the helm of America’s Health 
Insurance Plans, a K Street powerhouse that's seen its influence decline as Washington grew more 
hostile to Obamacare. Tavenner oversaw AHIP as Republicans took full control of the federal 
government, hell-bent on dismantling the 2010 health care law. The industry group was forced to take on 
that fight with diminished resources, with three of the country’s largest insurers — UnitedHealth Group, 
Aetna and Humana — dropping out of the organization in recent years. AHIP spent $6.5 million on 
lobbying last year — a nearly 40 percent decline from four years earlier. (Demko, 3/14) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Use of HIV-Prevention Drug Grows, but Lags among Non-Whites 
The pill, known as PrEP, can reduce the risk of contracting the virus that causes AIDS by 90 percent. Its 
use has expanded sharply in recent years — but primarily among a white demographic. (Gorman, 3/15) 

Stat: Hospitals Confront a New Opioid Crisis: An Alarming Shortage of Pain Meds 
The incident command system kicked in at Brigham and Women’s Hospital about a week ago. A large 
team of doctors, pharmacists, and nurses began assembling every morning to confront an emerging crisis 
with the potential to severely undermine care for patients. The challenge was different than it was during 
the Boston Marathon bombing, another event that triggered the command response. This one wasn’t 
rushing toward caregivers as fast. But it was similarly daunting and logistically demanding: Amid a 
nationwide crisis caused by too-easy access to medical painkillers, hospitals are now struggling to find 
enough of that same class of drugs to keep their patients’ pain controlled. (Ross, 3/15) 

The Hill: Study: Americans Getting More Exercise but Increasingly Obese 
A new federal report shows that more Americans are obese despite an overall increase in the rate of 
regular exercise. The National Center for Health Statistics found that 31.4 percent of Americans over the 
age of 20 were obese in 2017. That's up from just 19.4 percent who were obese in the 1997 version of 
the study. (Wilson, 3/15) 

The Associated Press: Native American Overdose Deaths Surge Since Opioid Epidemic 
Overdose deaths in Native American communities have skyrocketed in the time the opioid epidemic has 
swept the U.S. and federal officials are looking for solutions. Native Americans and Alaska Natives saw a 
fivefold increase in overdose deaths between 1999 and 2015, Dr. Michael Toedt told the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs on Wednesday. (3/14) 

Bloomberg: E-Cigarette Study Says They Lead to More Smokers than They Stop 
Electronic cigarettes have long been touted not only as a safer alternative to cigarettes but as a potential 
avenue by which existing smokers might quit. The industry, now worth $11.4 billion, hasn’t been hurt by 
this one-two pitch of safety and good public policy. New research shows, however, that e-cigarettes are 
hurting a lot more than they help. Researchers at Dartmouth College’s Norris Cotton Cancer Center said 
vaping has led more people to start a real smoking habit, rather than avoid tobacco or quit in favor of e-
cigarettes, according to a study published Wednesday. (Wolf, 3/14) 

https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W16bSmc98W3cTW4sRQ3s3F6m1K0/5/f18dQhb0S1W928-x1bLxT3cC3-3cW5W6kxd53l9ksW7-Zwfz6CWHzkW6FxSD06R7tfnW5HwhHF2HN2HwW1rspzN2nyYbsN4h1l4fTh1M-W45V4sn68Hv6TW3PG4437Q-TJtW4Gy5WK7S5X9FN2FGd-W1MBDvW6-tvH424TCQ2N4rtsSQKmHH3W5zwQ8C45QKMYW3mB5LR5KXgxvW75-k8M5RNDKcW2lPJCN26GqWLW6j0l5Y2J7YrcW747mGw2yQg3DW2YYsMb6GtGhPW57MrD31HFJ2yN2rQMzv1xfCBW4ZjQV55gMFC7W9hTHkV3_hJn2W32N6_v4nHHVrW6hF8N59gjF7wVGDHxr64-8CvW90b0y21bMw8vN7zBvFFM_jTbW7mbZn846GTpcW89J5p-6Rggr4W322K0H5tTxZtW38DZw87vXh0kN11S5tGrtjVQW7VWm6w8061NCW5fjQMD4yc8VZW4dkZw_2YM-v1W4bN79p7Mwg6BVGKv0q3kLNT1W5_gsq81N0Dv_W3DgLv-3bpqcpW5kTSQ03nDbPtW84PP8F7VKxqdW3x4R2c8XcGbhW8tyWJ34zZm47W4BBt6y4xyQhRW2fRCLh6R9lmWW7dJYG24RYHh8f7Rf7YD02
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W1h7MXV5B23M4W82wB_B6hV6qj0/5/f18dQhb0SfHr9dLWC9W8cK3Zm50RnyCW1V7X994cqRCmW1FSlR_2P7_nXVcnTGj98YZ4JW4vFpLQ98cdbXW7dDZnN6bW8fQW6Qbg-p6Q1R6SW3KBKJr5DQqWbW1wrnZB6RPKmVW8pmq7B61SS-JW5267Xs51MfHyW8y8Xd47-1wt2W5mK8Nr9bTNXYW954KlM4P0Yt6W2c4S7X2jZZNSW35_0KQ7bjfcHW1b-mnq5zyRLBW3GlHlc3GCGWMW4N79ql54S4LzW7_bYCG55nSC9W1VJH714cWWLrW3CPQ_B5D8zFFVjPrmg6V4th5W3ZSJ6j55T8N8W7w3wPS1NC3KcN1F6KV3vK-h2W6CLk5g46BzC-W2L4bkz92gsLHW6wDdt_1KSxxHW2HXRlC8YlpJHW6c0qXl2PmJX2W1BfxQF56zVlnW8W3GL86CLxrvW4gbDkN48SqyDW8Xllch8XwZSQW2Rl61k1KDNhHW7qFGxc1T_TwFW7ZjRz_6BT7XBW71WG7Q73R1h2N224nsQNfJtCW7v0yhq1yXxLbN5KZbSz4v6x_V42cYP3nNLHcVBkqwL3C_h3sW14j6f93MGmj8W3tXH_M6pRhnlW2NN8pZ1tj03zvVL6QTjZ1f3TGxNG02
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W5WbH5728nfWFV8_JVH11kXMQ0/5/f18dQhb0SnGW9jx96sW8d8gSm2qwv1SW2sZRL12sKCr3Mf5fV6XD6prW7cmS1s8pCQ6vW7b_fNZ4s2Rj5W4vgKM197QLGjVSl4kC98jF6gVZfD3r5C9cF9W7d7sk75DQtGcW6RwGqD2xrkpVW6cnPn_1nrCGBW51LTg55DHNj2W86f_6v7fNz1jVdbFYp25Dg5RW1htg7f1k3f5TN7lcMCHdWjspVQqk1j4LXrj3W5x5KNk7-XB_5W67g-v94Q_MvhW328h7y3_bFb5W96dt4S4r1QvqN4XChwCMNBCZVMMQxX80gSRfW97rB1b8yxX81M8z6QRM6b6QW2vDm1Q3HtgpyW4rhQtW8sZX-GMfNC7rR5VN0N4sHKsybPZ5jW1lZMF64tnzrnMRJwLNb46gvW36wbzk5tX786W66yDQR4WyYZ3W5t7WC2983K2dW3KrzHg8tzp7bVdSNwx7wV0mvW9lTKDL8csGDVVD2JBL7zKwKnW6_9hXq1Y03RSW2dSD2y25L4JtW6_98lR2nRylcW5rNK8X4w9BbdW6RHdzB2_yQDFW7SpMHc1sH5zfW3RWBzt82lprLVcYJKQ7dJ18nV4P02w4-lKYR0
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W2LVTxN8wtJDgW3zDJHz6LHq5T0/5/f18dQhb0S2C52p2RNQVWnNj65VRjq_W3dHLTp4RDjr_W5HqVvV1wdW6qN6kW_C9KQQYSW1mBX4c4m5cX2W8Gf0Ll855mrZW1Mstxx2_HwLBW74ftnS8S79VJW86vh1467W-QdW6YZ5-N6Z0j59W8Ms7028mY4LGW6bWhMf8gmSQJW80rld72wzKFlW3ZQ0WM1CX3XhW8lNL-r2zMDNsVx1Nv04LfnsGW2MRNqy7-ddJ6W24NWVT2FHFfnN1TM_zKNHVHyW2xRkLP43qscjW1vpVJ-4WKwP5W2FQFyv86j5M3W5yZs0w8D0Qk0W40xNw6719ldwW7TcnFT7DDCClW3Kc6SZ34J21dW5qB4_F4p9ByBN7C4pKBmZ6XKW46RScs27z7TmW7D79H86hykN2V2tWXv34zMq6W4S3CYc5nKr16W8llLFL8NqlkJW4HcjH86RvvvbW4j2dYc8hLgvTN88cwNDvl2pLW7W__3f1psXZmW8M13Bm7n-ZBkW7wH83210mGpVW6gc-ZH86ZYm5W4WY-3_53y8ZhW45TChw5RQrBMW6hPjPY6DXPglW66jbw53CLqM1W3hRQDh5Xhcv-W2pSySx20_xWSW8_hpCZ5S3S3XW4DQg974sDD9rW8NtG_d6Gbm26W4FyJWb7xzlzbW36XBRW4GtD5nf6sxS0d03
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W8nmjkJ6mKq_gW9lc_ym6_JnYj0/5/f18dQhb0S65L2k5LNLW12Pp-z7NhZVtW2r56g_6Ccl-PW4rQjbK4VHF89W20lMhV3BNtSZW76lPt18Mj0xhW8tvXgZ6VNVDxW48BWst7QR7ndW4l--nz5XVXHHVjB96y2vdlj7W5x35Lt5SnCmpW88VrMQ3ndmHmW8trVc36XXscHW3_dm_44VZlH_W80pHgT3xzqBXW5D9l9J1YRwCyW8GMW-M1Qk3JnN1b9gSZDGmMyW1gby-6908s1lVgzY3P1njB3FN2JyYvLDTjLNW3NnSsr5tmPfWW55sLsJ2dYq_RW1CY_2L3Yt6w8W1CmQbS761C4PW9k-Ddq5lc5WrW8SvsWn3M8DgmW3HDsJl3B0pPzW86128R4yRmKrN2ky7TCD5jg7W3b7t3K3VwCmKW2YwZtk7x870_W8yYF1_1rBzxzW780Nr01ckt3SW87p53m5tMrpDW47Shzz90PVmsW4qnq6L3r6rRfW2dR0ht5p32f9W29q_fw57gW_xVThdlX4Zf4mDW64Q8nj7Y0fYKW6Vcpj_6JTY6FW3pd4Cd3_MkGCW7wjgJL86LLc6N97HVf9Wckc-W8TjbvT2_SQJ9W98mvxf96n4QyW4DBWZ48Sk0b_W83r3Xf3NKG6fW9bJJpv992FdcW5xTcb26KpVSPW6y8-cW3MwRtk111
https://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6G79LZ6c-zjXW8FCJjH7bjRk10/*W6_cSvv82cXQfW3-8cvs9fKl6G0/5/f18dQhb0S65L1QgM_lVMvRvB19qLFdW2lPsCs35LxYqMVk3k0jX7PkN1G3GJY9zYczW5Zcn2f3wjbHxW6SmKQr5hXB5wW13HC2k3nBwqSW4v-WT11tz3VWW1kqNTG5MJ2z6W5SblhQ98Dty_W4ZPX832X8wX_W8ksQSz31hBvhW1TK6j72cKWg1W3Wl6Xn8mjKd0W6V1Fn533g0nMMHhWFpZcLDVV9ZC646gsqMPVlQCx72GGZjdW7JcSw753yHd9VzdJvm8w_5XzVSNDfl5KPyMJVJt3zF556F8zN6VsDdZlFPsmW69V9Zf5tXfJcW5lrSVL6whLFrW3snyYJ7CcVlxN2nzr7sX00cKW1m2GfN14Zr2VW2kS4Wh3Ccr44W1xVQh36HglMLW4Zfthf1v-0bDMQLLqjyL1sZW6CP1X_5PBVZ1W10-LQ823JrV3W6N9FJq5HvW7TW36mNd546PP_sN6ydqCxGh4hMVVW_k1850XMbW66lntb3jY5knW6SF8Nr1-fV5bW3thShl8JBgykVTntwJ5Z-6y6W2Q03Dt7g5L4NN5F_rzGK7h42W3GYmVS4hxx_hW8zLpzk85fMDpW28PKGn9h4zXkW8HGLbh1Kj7HQW2kNQyK9m4DmkW7zlwr18NhvDLW5R67b53XsTpMV4Nc-x8-SJ9T103


 

 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Washington Post: Class-Action Lawsuit Filed against Pacific Fertility for Loss of Up 
to Thousands of Embryos and Eggs 
A woman whose frozen eggs were stored at the Pacific Fertility Center has filed a class-action lawsuit in 
federal court in San Francisco, accusing the company of gross negligence in its maintenance, inspection 
and monitoring of a storage freezer that malfunctioned in early March. Pacific Fertility is one of 
two centers that separately reported problems in liquid-nitrogen tanks where thousands of eggs and 
embryos were kept. Officials at both facilities have acknowledged that some — or potentially all — of the 
tissue may have been damaged. (Cha, 3/14) 

QUALITY 

Modern Healthcare: CMS Star Ratings Disproportionately Benefit Specialty Hospitals, 
Data Show 
The CMS updated its star ratings in December with a new formula intended to improve accuracy and 
fairness. But a study of the most recent CMS data by consulting firm Sullivan, Cotter and Associates and 
Modern Healthcare show that the majority of specialty hospitals received five-star ratings—the highest 
rating a facility can receive—while a small number of major teaching hospitals received the same 
recognition. (Castellucci, 3/14) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The New York Times: Hepatitis C Drugs Save Lives. Sick Prisoners May Never Find Out. 
Any national campaign to eliminate hepatitis C, an insidious virus that kills tens of thousands of 
Americans a year, would almost certainly involve prisons. One in seven state inmates are believed to be 
infected, and the regimented environment of a prison has its advantages when it comes to screening and 
treatment. The problem is, the drugs that effectively cure the disease are priced in the tens of thousands 
of dollars — far more than prisons can pay. In 2015, state corrections departments were treating less 
than 1 percent of those inmates known to be infected, a survey found. (Alcorn, 3/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

WBUR: New Depression Screening for Teens Could Reduce the Stigma of Mental Illness  
To address mental health concerns early and often can help them become matter-of-fact rather than a 
matter of shame. The more we can accept and not hide, the more likely we are — as individuals and as a 
country — to live healthier and happier lives, not depression-free for those of us touched by it, but more 
compassionately and graciously. (Sarah Werthan Buttenwieser, 3/15) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP’s Communications Department. 
Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 

view their content. 
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Ventura County Star: Gold Coast Health Plan: National Kidney Month: The 411 on CKD 
(Chronic Kidney Disease) 
Most people are born with two kidneys, each about the size of a computer mouse. However, their function 
is significantly more important to your well-being than the operation of your computer. During National 
Kidney Month, the importance of our kidneys is emphasized. Kidneys, which filter your blood every 30 
minutes, remove waste, toxins and excess fluid. When functioning properly, they help control blood 
pressure, stimulate production of red blood cells, keep your bones healthy and regulate life-essential 
blood chemicals. When they aren’t functioning properly, the result can be chronic kidney disease, a 
gradual loss of kidney function in which excess fluid and waste from blood remains in your body, leading 
to heart disease, stroke and other potential health problems. (Nelson, 3/16) 

The Associated Press: California Lawsuits Accuse Uber and Lyft of Discriminating 
against Wheelchair Users 
If a person wants to drive for Uber or Lyft but doesn’t have a car, both ride-hailing companies steer them 
toward rental cars. If a driver doesn’t feel like getting behind the wheel when it rains, both companies 
sweeten the deal by offering additional pay. If a driver’s car isn’t wheelchair accessible, should Uber and 
Lyft then encourage them to drive a vehicle that is more accommodating? That’s the question at the heart 
of two lawsuits that attorneys from Disabilities Rights Advocates, a nonprofit advocacy group, filed in 
recent weeks against Lyft and Uber. (Lien, 3/15) 

The Mercury News: Advocates Offer New Remedy for California Health Care Woes as a 
Bridge to Single Payer 
California won’t be adopting single-payer health care with its $400 billion price tag anytime soon. 
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon made sure of that by opposing it. But the health care system is 
ailing, and organized labor, health care advocates and several Democratic lawmakers are offering a new 
prescription in the form of several bills. The measures could provide a bridge to a single-payer system in 
the future. “Universal coverage is within our grasp,” Anthony Wright of Health Access California, the 
leading proponent of the package, said at a news conference at the state Capitol Thursday. (Morain, 
3/15) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Kaiser Health News: FDA Moves to Cut Nicotine in Cigarettes, Helping Smokers Kick 
Habit 
The idea of reducing nicotine to non-addictive or “minimally addictive” levels is the “cornerstone” of a 
comprehensive tobacco control plan announced in July by FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb. “We’re 
taking a pivotal step today that could ultimately bring us closer to our vision of a world where combustible 
cigarettes would no longer create or sustain addiction — making it harder for future generations to 
become addicted in the first place and allowing more currently addicted smokers to quit or switch to 
potentially less harmful products,” Gottlieb said. (Szabo, 3/15) 
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Politico: Exclusive: Trump Finalizing Opioid Plan that Includes Death Penalty for Dealers 
The Trump administration is finalizing a long-awaited plan that it says will solve the opioid crisis, but it 
also calls for law enforcement measures — like the death penalty for some drug dealers — that public 
health advocates and congressional Republicans warn will detract from efforts to reverse the epidemic. 
The ambitious plan, which the White House has quietly been circulating among political appointees this 
month, could be announced as soon as Monday when President Donald Trump visits New Hampshire, a 
state hard hit by the epidemic. It includes a mix of prevention and treatment measures that advocates 
have long endorsed, as well as beefed-up enforcement in line with the president’s frequent calls for a 
harsh crackdown on drug traffickers and dealers. (Diamond, 3/15) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: A Quiet Drug Problem among the Elderly 
At first, the pills helped her feel so much better. Jessica Falstein, an artist living in the East Village in 
Manhattan, learned she had an anxiety disorder in 1992. It led to panic attacks, a racing pulse, 
sleeplessness. “Whenever there was too much stress, the anxiety would become almost intolerable, like 
acid in the veins,” she recalled. When a psychopharmacologist prescribed the drug Klonopin, everything 
brightened. “It just leveled me out,” Ms. Falstein said. “I had more energy. And it helped me sleep, which I 
was desperate for.” (Span, 3/16) 

Stat: Genetic Tests Ordered by Doctors Race to Market, While DTC Tests Seek FDA 
Approval 
The Food and Drug Administration is keeping tight watch on “direct-to-consumer” genetic tests but has 
been taking a hands-off approach with similar tests that have a crucial distinction: a physician’s sign-off. A 
physician order appears to be a key regulatory difference between companies like 23andMe, whose tests 
FDA has said must seek official approval, and companies like Color Genomics, Helix, and Veritas, who 
are offering some similar tests but don’t need the agency’s permission. And those companies have made 
physician involvement as painless as possible — offering to pick the doctor and to solicit the physician’s 
order after the customer buys the test online. In many cases customers never meet the doctor; in some 
cases his or her name isn’t provided. (Swetlitz, 3/16) 

NPR: Biologists Track Mutations' Effects by Spying on Single Cells 
Genetic mutations are the driving force of evolution, and now scientists have managed to study the effect 
of mutations in exquisite detail by watching what happens as they pop up in single cells. Only about one 
percent of mutations were bad enough to kill off the cell, according to a report published Thursday in 
Science. Most of the time, these small changes in its DNA appeared to have no effect at all. 
(Greenfieldboyce, 3/15) 

The New York Times: Adding Formula to Breast-Feeding May Help Some Newborns 
Supplementing breast-feeding with formula may be good for some babies in the early days of life. 
Exclusive breast-feeding is widely recommended by experts, and rates of breast-feeding have risen. But 
so have rates of readmission for dehydration and jaundice attributable to inadequate nutrition. (Bakalar, 
3/15) 
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WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Associated Press: Abortion, Free Speech Collide in Supreme Court Dispute 
Informed Choices is what its president describes as a "life-affirming" pregnancy center on the edge of 
downtown Gilroy in northern California. Even as it advertises "free pregnancy services" and promises in 
signs on its door and inside to discuss all options with pregnant women, Informed Choices exists to steer 
women away from abortion. The state of California, prompted by abortion rights groups, worried that 
vulnerable, uninsured women were going to Informed Choices and other anti-abortion crisis pregnancy 
centers expecting they would get comprehensive care. (Sherman, 3/16) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Hill: Senators Target 'Gag Clauses' that Hide Potential Savings on Prescriptions 
The clauses, which keep pharmacies from proactively telling customers they could save money on a 
prescription if they paid out of pocket instead of through insurance, has sometimes been included in 
contracts between pharmacies, insurers and companies that manage drug benefits for employers called 
prescription benefit managers (PBMs). “Insurance is intended to save consumers money. Gag clauses in 
contracts that prohibit pharmacists from telling patients about the best prescription drug prices do the 
opposite,” Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) said in a statement Thursday. (Hellmann, 3/15) 

Modern Healthcare: Senate Lays Groundwork for 340B Reporting Legislation 
In an often-contentious Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee hearing Thursday, Chair 
Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) made it clear he wants to know where hospitals and clinics are applying the 
discounts they get from drugmakers, how much of the discounts go directly to patients and which kinds of 
programs the providers are funding for patients with the money that isn't directly passed on. "That could 
lead to question of whether we could restrict [where the money goes]," Alexander said. "But one way to 
avoid restrictions is to help us know better what the money is going for." (Luthi, 3/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Jail Time for Martin Shkreli Won't Fix Drug Prices. Globalization Will 
It is entirely legal to raise generic drug prices (which explains why Shkreli was convicted of securities 
fraud, not healthcare fraud). The problem is that government has made it far too easy for pharma 
companies to gain a national monopoly on the supply of drugs that no longer are patent-protected. Rather 
than make an example of Shkreli, the solution to outrageous drug prices is to embrace globalization. 
(3/15) 
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