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California Healthline: Kaiser Permanente Fined — Again — for Mental Health Access 
Problems 
Despite three warnings and a multimillion-dollar fine, Kaiser Permanente still fails to provide members 
with appropriate access to mental health care, according to a recent survey of the HMO by the state of 
California. The routine survey found that Kaiser Foundation Health Plan did not provide enrollees with 
“timely access” to behavioral health treatment, in violation of state law. (Gold, 6/26) 
 
California Healthline: Blaming ‘Threat’ of GOP Health Bill, California Hits Pause on Single 
Payer 
A bill pushing a state-based single-payer system was brought to a halt late Friday when Assembly 
Speaker Anthony Rendon, D-Lakewood, declined to move it forward. The bill will not get a hearing by the 
Assembly Rules Committee before the July 14 deadline, though it could be taken up again in 2018. It 
passed the California Senate on June 1. (Feibel, 6/26) 
 
California Healthline: You are Now Protected from Nasty Surprise Bills 
A California law that takes effect July 1 prohibits out-of-network charges if you visit a medical facility that’s 
in your health plan’s network. (Bazar, 6/26) 
 
Los Angeles Times: What the Senate Healthcare Bill could Mean for Californians 
The Affordable Care Act has had a huge impact on California, where roughly 4 million people have 
gained insurance and the percentage of uninsured residents has dropped more than half. [Here] is a 
breakdown of some of the ways the Senate bill could affect healthcare coverage in California if it 
becomes law. (Karlamangla, 6/23) 

KPCC: Planned Parenthood California Branches Vow to Fight Senate Bill 
Planned Parenthood affiliates in California are vowing to fight the Senate GOP's proposal to eliminate 
federal support for the health care organization...  If the funding cut survives the legislative process, it 
would translate to a loss of $175.7 million in annual federal support for Planned Parenthood in California, 
according to Hines. (Plevin, 6/23) 

HEALTH LAW 

Politico: CBO Score Sure to Add to McConnell’s Headaches 
The CBO is poised to tell Senate Republicans this week that their health plan will leave millions more 
uninsured than Obamacare — with the losses estimated from 15 million to 22 million over a decade, 
according to a half dozen budget analysts polled by POLITICO. (Cancryn and Diamond, 6/26) 

The Associated Press: Trump: Not 'That Far Off' from Passing Health Overhaul 
Making a final push, President Donald Trump said he doesn't think congressional Republicans are "that 
far off" on a health overhaul to replace "the dead carcass of Obamacare." Expressing frustration, he 
complained about "the level of hostility" in government and wondered why both parties can't work 
together on the Senate bill as GOP critics expressed doubt over a successful vote this week. (6/25) 
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The New York Times: Senate Leaders Try to Appease Members as Support for Health Bill 
Slips 
Senate Republican leaders scrambled Sunday to rally support for their health care bill as opposition 
continued to build inside and outside Congress, and as several Republican senators questioned whether 
it would be approved this week. President Trump expressed confidence that the bill to repeal the guts of 
the Affordable Care Act would pass. (Pear and Kaplan, 6/25) 

Reuters: Key Republican Collins has 'Serious Concerns' on Healthcare Bill 
Republican Senator Susan Collins of Maine said on Sunday she has extreme reservations about the U.S. 
Senate's healthcare overhaul and does not think it will be able to pass this week. Collins, a moderate 
Republican who has not taken a formal stance on the bill, said she was concerned it would cut Medicaid 
too deeply and said she wants to see an upcoming analysis by the Congressional Budget Office before 
making a decision. (Dunsmuir and Whitesides, 6/25) 

Politico: Koch-Backed Group Calls Health Fight In Congress 'Humbling' 
The head of the Koch brothers-backed Americans for Prosperity admitted to donors on Sunday that the 
group was caught “flat-footed" by the fight in Congress to replace Obamacare, as the group seeks to 
influence Republican proposals it says do not go far enough to repeal the 2010 law. “We fully expected a 
repeal vote,” Americans for Prosperity President Tim Phillips told hundreds of donors at the Koch 
network’s annual seminar at the Broadmoor Resort. “We were caught flat-footed when it didn’t happen." 
(Robillard, 6/25) 

The New York Times: Health Law Repeal Leaves Nevada Republican Torn Between 
Lawmakers 
Senator Dean Heller, Republican of Nevada, is the man everyone wants. This has not been a good thing 
for him. Brian Sandoval, the governor of Mr. Heller’s home state, is a Republican, but he is counting on 
Mr. Heller to provide what could be a crucial vote to maintain President Barack Obama’s health care law, 
which has been a boon for the working poor in Nevada. Senator Mitch McConnell, the majority leader 
who this week will be rounding up votes to fulfill his party’s biggest promise of the last decade — 
repealing the Affordable Care Act — is trying to prevent Mr. Heller from undermining that goal. 
(Steinhauer, 6/24) 

MEDICAID 

The Associated Press: Medicaid is Biggest Consumer Story in 'Obamacare' Rollback 
Republicans in full control of government are on the brink of history-making changes to the nation's health 
care system. The impact for consumers would go well beyond "Obamacare." Former President Barack 
Obama's signature law is usually associated with subsidized insurance markets like HealthCare.gov. But 
the Affordable Care Act also expanded Medicaid. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 6/23) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Greater Opioid Use and Mental Health Disorders are Linked in a 
New Study 
A new study suggests that people with anxiety and depression are consuming a disproportionate share of 
prescription painkillers, a finding that could add a new wrinkle to the epidemic of opioid use in the U.S. 
Researchers at Dartmouth College and the University of Michigan found that nearly 19 percent of the 
estimated 38.6 million people with those two most common mental health disorders received at least two 
prescriptions for opioids during a year. And more than half the prescriptions for the powerful, highly 
addictive painkillers went to individuals in that group. (Bernstein, 6/26) 
 
Reuters: More Playtime with Dad Linked to Lower Obesity Risk for Young Kids 
Fathers who get increasingly involved in raising their children may be helping to lower the youngsters’ risk 
of obesity, a new study suggests. Researchers examined how often fathers participated in parenting 
activities such as caregiving, making meals and playing outside, and how much they participated in 
decisions related to nutrition, health and discipline when the children were 2 and 4 years old. (6/24) 
 
The Baltimore Sun: Heart Healthy Diet as Effective as Statins, American Heart 
Association Says 
Replacing foods high in saturated fats with those that have unsaturated fats can reduce a person's 
chance of developing heart disease as much as cholesterol lowering drugs known as statins, according to 
new advice from the American Heart Association. This would mean, for instance, swapping that steak for 
a healthier avocado, using canola oil instead of butter, and not eating carb-filled junk food. (Cohn, 6/23) 
 
The New York Times: Antibiotic Eye Drops Often Unhelpful for Pinkeye 
Doctors often prescribe antibiotic eye drops to people with conjunctivitis, or pinkeye, even though they are 
almost always ineffective, a new study found. About 80 percent of cases of pinkeye are caused by a 
virus, and there is no treatment for viral conjunctivitis. Most bacterial conjunctivitis is mild and will get 
better in a week or two without treatment. Antibiotics are effective only in the much smaller number of 
cases that involve the bacteria that cause gonorrhea or chlamydia. (Bakalar, 6/22) 
 
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: GOP Medicaid Cuts would Hurt Much More than Health Care 
The Senate’s new health bill, the Better Care Reconciliation Act, proposes even deeper cuts to Medicaid 
than the House bill. ... As physicians, we are dismayed by the prospect of millions of patients losing 
access to the medical care they need. But what is often lost in the debate about who should have health 
care and who should pay for it is the larger fact that Medicaid helps people live healthier, fuller and more 
productive lives. The unavoidable reality for those trying to dismantle the program is that the health of 
people is intimately linked to the health of communities, local economies and the nation as a whole. 
(Dhruv Khullar and Anupam Jena, 6/26) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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Los Angeles Times: California Assembly Leader Anthony Rendon's Decision to Shelve 
Single-Payer Healthcare Angers Progressive Activists 
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon’s abrupt decision Friday to sideline a bill that would have established 
single-payer healthcare in California roused a swift and fiery backlash from the measure’s supporters, 
who accused the Democrat from Paramount of unilaterally blunting the effort for sweeping overhaul of the 
state’s healthcare system... But the move to shelve the bill — and the ensuing fury — led other powerful 
Democrats, including Gov. Jerry Brown and leaders of Planned Parenthood of California and major labor 
unions, to applaud Rendon for slowing down a measure that was long on enthusiastic supporters but 
short on key policy specifics — most significantly, how to pay for it. (Mason, 6/26) 

KQED: Californians Contemplate ‘Unthinkable Choices’ if GOP Health Plan Becomes Law 
People in the state’s health industry, from advocates to clinic directors, were left reeling by the new CBO 
report, which estimated the Senate Republican health plan would create an additional 22 million 
uninsured Americans by 2026... The Republican bill would radically cut federal funding for Medicaid, even 
more deeply than what was proposed in the House bill. (Feibel, 6/26) 
 
HEALTH LAW 

NPR: Why Medicaid Takes Up One-Tenth of the Federal Budget 
Medicaid is the government health care program for the poor. That's the shorthand explanation. But 
Medicaid is so much more than that — which is why it's become the focal point of the battle to repeal and 
replace the ACA. President Obama expanded Medicaid under his signature health care law to cover 11 
million more people, bringing the total number of people covered up to 69 million. (Kodjak, 6/27) 

The New York Times: Senate Health Bill Reels as C.B.O. Predicts 22 Million More 
Uninsured 
The Senate bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act was edging toward collapse on Monday after the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said it would increase the number of people without health 
insurance by 22 million by 2026. (Kaplan and Pear, 6/26) 

Politico: How the GOP Health Care Plans Stack Up to Obamacare in 4 Charts 
The Senate’s Obamacare repeal bill would drive up the uninsured rate across all demographics, CBO 
estimates, but hit low-income Americans the hardest. (Cancryn, Fisher, Frostenson and McClure, 6/26) 

Los Angeles Times: Senate Healthcare Overhaul Hits Trouble as Republicans Hesitant to 
Proceed to Vote 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell hoped to start procedural votes by Wednesday, and President 
Trump called key senators over the weekend as support splintered. It's the same political dynamic that 
stalled the House Republican bill last month, as conservative and centrist factions wrestle for dominance. 
Conservatives want a more complete repeal of the ACA, which they hope will lower premium costs, while 
centrists are trying to avoid leaving millions of Americans without health coverage. (Mascaro, 6/26) 
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The Hill: Health Insurer Anthem Endorses Senate Bill 
Health insurance giant Anthem Inc. endorsed the Senate GOP's healthcare legislation Monday, saying it 
believes the bill will stabilize the individual market. The endorsement comes as doctors, hospitals, patient 
groups and even other health plans have slammed the legislation as harmful, and outside experts have 
warned it could destabilize the individual marketplace. (Weixel, 6/26) 

Reuters: U.S. Senate Republicans Release Changes to Healthcare Proposal 
U.S. Senate Republicans on Monday released changes to their healthcare bill, including a six-month 
waiting period for people who have let their insurance coverage lapse for over 63 days - about two 
months - and want to get insured again. (Cornwell, 6/26) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Bloomberg: How Baking Soda could Help Fight Deadly Superbugs 
A big hurdle to developing new treatments is that there can be a big gap between a drug’s effectiveness 
in the laboratory, compared with the complexity of the human body. Several research labs have recently 
uncovered ways bacteria can elude the standard test, making invulnerable microbes appear susceptible 
to treatment. But in a new study in mice, scientists at the University of California-Santa Barbara may have 
hit on a way to make the test more accurate, and it involves using the most pedestrian of household 
items. They took the standard antibiotic susceptibility test and added sodium bicarbonate, a chemical 
better known as baking soda. In addition to that small box containing it in the back of your refrigerator, 
it’s also found in human tissue—so researchers hypothesized that using it to test superbugs would better 
simulate how they behave in humans.  (Tozzi, 6/27) 
 
NPR: Whole Genome Tests' Risks and Benefits 
Advances in technology have made it much easier, faster and less expensive to do whole genome 
sequencing — to spell out all three billion letters in a person's genetic code. Falling costs have given rise 
to speculation that it could soon become a routine part of medical care, perhaps as routine as checking 
your blood pressure. But will such tests, which can be done for as little as $1,000, prove useful, or 
needlessly scary? (Stein, 6/26) 
 
The Washington Post: Teenagers are as Sedentary as 60-Year-Olds by Age 19 
The adolescent years are when people's bodies are supposed to start the ascent to their physical peak. 
Teenagers are growing like beanstalks. Their hormones are raging. They're eager for new experiences. 
By all accounts, this should be among the most active periods in a person's lifetime. Except it turns out it's 
not. (Cha, 6/26) 
 
Stat: OxyContin Maker Urges Judges to Stop Release of Secret Marketing Records 
A state appeals court Monday heard arguments over whether secret records regarding the marketing of 
the powerful prescription opioid OxyContin should be released to the public. A three-judge panel of the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals is considering a request from OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma to overturn a 
lower court ruling ordering the release of the documents — the result of a motion filed by STAT. The 
records include a deposition of Dr. Richard Sackler, a former president of Purdue and a member of the 
family that owns the privately held Connecticut company. (Armstrong, 6/26) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: How Many People Will Die from the Republicans' Obamacare Repeal 
Bills? Tens of Thousands Per Year 
How many people would lose their lives if the Republican effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act 
succeeds? Estimates of this inherently murky statistic vary, but the range is from about 28,000 to nearly 
100,000 a year. That’s a shocking toll from an effort that is essentially aimed at gifting the wealthiest 
Americans with hundreds of billions of dollars in tax cuts by slashing healthcare. So no one should be 
surprised that Republican and conservative supporters of the House and Senate repeal bills have spent a 
lot of time claiming that nothing of the sort will happen. The effort moved into high gear this weekend, 
following Thursday’s unveiling of the Senate GOP’s version of ACA repeal. (Michael Hiltzik, 6/26) 
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Ventura County Star: Medi-Cal Plan Reacts to High Court Ruling with New Email Policy 
In a policy pushed by a California Supreme Court ruling, leaders of a Medi-Cal commission were told 
Monday they should not use private email, text messages, Facebook or Twitter to conduct public 
business. "When you're conducting Gold Coast business, you conduct it on Gold Coast email," said 
attorney Scott Campbell, referring to the publicly funded Gold Coast Health Plan, which administers Medi-
Cal to more than 200,000 people in Ventura County. The mandate, according to Campbell, is part of a 
wave of email policies being considered by government entities in the wake of a March ruling by 
California's highest court. (Kisken, 6/28) 
 
KQED: Obamacare Inspires Unlikely Political Action in California’s Rural, Republican 
Territory 
Overall, the ACA helped 25,000 people in far Northern California buy plans through the state 
marketplace, Covered California. But the law helped three times as many people enroll in Medi-Cal, the 
state’s Medicaid program that provides free health coverage for low-income residents. (Dembosky, 6/28) 
 
Ventura County Star: Summer Safety Tips from Gold Coast Health Plan 
Summer is a time for family road trips, outdoor fun in the sun and lots of great weather. From mom and 
dad, to all the kids -- and Fido too -- everyone looks forward to enjoying the great outdoors and the 
sunshine. However, whether you lounge on the beach and catch some rays, or hang ten and catch that 
wave it is important to be safe. (Lalich, 6/27) 

Sacramento Bee: Brown, Feinstein, Harris Rip Health Care 
Feinstein, leading a conference call with Sen. Kamala Harris and Gov. Jerry Brown, tore into the health 
care bill as a gift to the wealthiest Americans in the form of tax breaks at the expense of the poor and 
lamented that it was drafted “in secret by 12 white men.” The GOP-led Senate and House plans would 
make significant cuts to Medicaid, a program for the poor that in California covers more than 13 million 
people, including half of the state’s children. (Cadelago, 6/27) 

San Francisco Chronicle: GOP Health Bill Would Cut Majority of Planned Parenthood 
Budget in California 
Planned Parenthood of California, which operates more of the organization’s health centers than any 
other state in the nation, would lose 73 percent of its operating budget under the health care bills that 
Republicans are pushing to replace the Affordable Care Act. Planned Parenthood of Northern California, 
which operates 20 health centers San Francisco, Marin, Contra Costa and other counties between the 
Bay Area and the Oregon border, would face budget reductions of similar proportions. (Ho, 6/27) 
 
Los Angeles Times: 111 Terminally Ill Patients Took Their Own Lives in First 6 Months of 
California Right-to-Die Law  
A snapshot of the patients who took advantage of the law mirrors what’s been seen in Oregon, which was 
the first state to legalize the practice nearly two decades ago. Though California is far more diverse than 
Oregon, the majority of those who have died under aid-in-dying laws in both states were white, college-
educated cancer patients older than 60. The End of Life Option Act made California the fifth state in the 
nation to allow patients with less than six months to live to request end-of-life drugs from their doctors. 
(Karlamangla, 6/27) 
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HEALTH LAW 

The New York Times: Vote Delayed as G.O.P. Struggles to Marshal Support for Health 
Care Bill 
Facing intransigent Republican opposition, the Senate majority leader, Mitch McConnell, on Tuesday 
delayed a vote on legislation to repeal the Affordable Care Act, dealing another setback to Republicans’ 
seven-year effort to dismantle the health law and setting up a long, heated summer of health care battles. 
(Kaplan and Pear, 6/27) 

The Washington Post: More Republicans Announce Opposition to Health-Care Bill — 
Only After Vote is Delayed 
Three more Republican senators announced opposition to the Senate’s health-care bill on Tuesday — 
but only after Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) announced he will delay a vote to begin debating 
the legislation. (O'Keefe, 6/27) 

Los Angeles Times: Crunch Time for McConnell as Senate GOP is Forced to Delay Vote 
on Healthcare Bill 
The seasoned GOP leader will be aided by what amounts to a $200-billion piggy bank to push 
Republicans holdouts over the line. That’s the bill’s extra savings compared with the House version that 
McConnell can tap to provide perks to individual senators, from more opioid assistance to expanded tax-
free health savings accounts. A similar strategy — delay and enticements — worked well in the House, 
where Republicans last month passed their healthcare bill on the third try. (Mascaro, 6/27) 

Politico: 5 Changes McConnell Can Make to Get Repeal Bill on Track 
Mitch McConnell has little margin for error as he tries to salvage the Senate’s Obamacare repeal effort 
over the July 4 break. (Cancryn, 6/27) 

The Washington Post: Who’s Afraid of Trump? Not Enough Republicans — at Least for 
Now. 
Scrambling to line up support for the Republican health-care bill, President Trump got on the phone with 
Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) and urged him to back the measure. The president’s personal plea was not 
enough. On Tuesday, Lee said he would vote against the bill. Senate GOP leaders later postponed the 
planned health-care vote because too many other Republican senators also opposed legislation that 
would deliver on Trump’s campaign promise to scale back Obamacare. (Rucker, Costa and Parker, 6/27) 

Politico: Emboldened Industry Lobbyists Try to Scale Back Medicaid Cuts 
Hospitals, doctors and nursing homes have one last chance to shape a Republican bill to repeal and 
replace Obamacare they say will hurt millions of old, poor and sick Americans — and their own bottom 
lines. After being on the sidelines for much of the repeal debate, the groups see an opening in the 
meltdown of the Senate health care bill. They’re particularly worried about the legislation’s proposed deep 
cuts to Medicaid, the country’s largest insurance program, which covers 74 million people. (Cancryn and 
Demko, 6/27) 
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The Associated Press: GOP Health Bill: Big Tax Cuts for Rich, Not Much for Others 
Millionaires would get tax cuts averaging $52,000 a year from the Senate Republicans' health bill while 
middle-income families would get about $260, according to a new analysis of the foundering bill. The 
analysis was done by the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center. It found that half of the tax cuts would go to 
families making more than $500,000 a year. (Ohlemacher, 6/27) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Hospitals Ramp Up Hyperbaric Therapy for Diabetics, Despite 
Concerns 
The Villages Regional Hospital did not sweat its decision to add hyperbaric oxygen therapy in 2013. 
Hyperbaric treatment, increasingly given to diabetics — many of them elderly with persistent wounds — 
involves breathing pure oxygen inside a pressurized air chamber typically for two hours each weekday, 
often for more than a month. (Galewitz, 6/28) 
 
Stat: Stat Forecast: Opioids Could Kill Nearly 500,000 in U.S. in Next Decade 
Opioids could kill nearly half a million people across America over the next decade as the crisis of 
addiction and overdose accelerates. (Blau, 6/27) 
 
NPR: Tips for Making Breast-Feeding Easier 
There's a big push in the U.S. from pediatricians to have mothers of newborns breast-feed exclusively for 
at least six months. And many new moms want to. But only about 60 percent who start off breast-feeding 
keep it up for six months or more, according to the CDC. (Doucleff, 6/27) 
 
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Lawmakers Have a Rare Chance to Transform Medicaid. They 
Should Take It. 
President Trump called on Congress earlier this year to give governors around the country “the resources 
and flexibility they need with Medicaid to make sure no one is left out.” As administrator for the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, I share the president’s vision: to ensure that Medicaid works for 
those it was designed to serve. (Seema Verma, 6/27) 

Los Angeles Times: If There's a Smart Path to Single Payer Healthcare in California, We 
Haven't Found it Yet 
California Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon did the state a favor late Friday afternoon when he 
slammed the brakes on a fast-moving Senate bill to create a single-payer healthcare system in California. 
As should be obvious from the flailing Republican efforts in Washington, it’s easy to talk about drastic 
changes in the way healthcare is financed, but hard to make those changes work without hurting many of 
the people you’re trying to help. (6/27) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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Kaiser Health News: Calif. Officials Sound Alarm, Envisioning $114B Hit to Medi-Cal 
under U.S. Senate Bill 
California risks losing $114.6 billion in federal funds within a decade for its Medicaid program under the 
Senate health care bill, a decline that would require the state to completely dismantle and rebuild the 
public insurance program that now serves one-third of the state, health leaders said Wednesday. The 
reductions in the nation’s largest Medicaid program would start at $3 billion in 2020 and would escalate to 
$30.3 billion annually by 2027, according to an analysis released by the state departments of finance and 
health care services. (Gorman, 6/28) 

San Jose Mercury News: California Single Payer Health Care Backers Dog Democrat 
The surprise decision by Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon to block California’s single-payer health 
care bill, which the Democrat on Friday called “woefully incomplete,” has so infuriated the California 
Nurses Association — the bill’s sponsor — that the group has launched an aggressive campaign to 
pressure him to change his mind. The speaker says he’s even getting threats of violence online, directed 
at him and his family — a claim that a union spokesman on Wednesday dismissed as an attempt to 
distract the public from his actions. (Murphy, 6/28) 

HEALTH LAW 

The Associated Press: If GOP Can't Repeal Obamacare, How Can They Overhaul Taxes? 
Senate Republicans' struggle to pass a health care bill is jeopardizing another one of President Donald 
Trump's top priorities: overhauling America's tax system. A day after Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., delayed a vote on a bill to scrap much of Obama's health law, questions lingered about 
whether congressional Republicans could pass big, complicated pieces of legislation. (6/29) 

The Washington Post: How Trump is a Little Bit Right and a Lot Bit Wrong about 
Medicaid 
President Trump on Wednesday said that the Republican plan to change Medicaid would lead to an 
increase in spending, not a cut, accusing Democrats of having “purposely misstated” the facts. In a literal 
sense, he's right. The total amount of money spent on Medicaid under the Senate Republican plan would 
grow, albeit slowly, from 2017 to 2026. But the accounting he uses to show Medicaid spending is wildly 
divergent from the way budget analysts, policymakers and many lawmakers account for spending levels. 
(Paletta and Johnson, 6/28) 

The New York Times: As Affordable Care Act Repeal Teeters, Prospects for 
Bipartisanship Build 
With his bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act in deep trouble, Mitch McConnell, the Senate majority 
leader, raised an alternate possibility on Tuesday: Either Republicans come together, or he would have to 
work with Democrats to shore up the deteriorating health law. That raised a tantalizing prospect: 
bipartisanship. (Pear and Kaplan, 6/28) 
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Politico: Trump Teases 'Big Surprise' on Senate Obamacare Repeal Effort 
President Donald Trump on Wednesday suggested that “a big surprise” could be coming in the 
Republican effort to repeal and replace Obamacare, a tease that came hours after the president predicted 
that Senate Republicans are “going to get at least very close” to passing their stalled health care bill. “And 
just to do a little official business, health care is working along very well. We could have a big surprise 
with a great health care package. So, now they're happy,” Trump said, gesturing to a group of reporters 
during a meet-and-greet with the visiting World Series champion Chicago Cubs. (Nelson, 6/28) 

Politico: Polls Show GOP Health Bill Bleeding Out 
Republican efforts to craft a new health care bill just hit another roadblock: An avalanche of public polling 
data dropped Wednesday, showing support for the legislation is under 20 percent. That’s bad enough, but 
it’s not just the topline numbers that are near rock-bottom. Few voters think the bill will make the health 
care system or their own care better. And many of the policy changes in the various versions of GOP 
health legislation are profoundly unpopular. (Shepard, 6/28) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Seniors Miss Out on Clinical Trials 
More than 60 percent of cancer patients are older adults — and that will rise to 70 percent by 2040.  Yet 
seniors continue to be underrepresented in clinical trials, making it difficult to assess how treatments are 
likely to help or harm them. The newest evidence of the problem comes from a Food and Drug 
Administration analysis, which found that only 25 percent of patients participating in cancer clinical trials 
were 65 and older. The analysis, which has not yet been published, was presented at the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology’s annual meeting in June. (Graham, 6/29) 

California Healthline: Safe Under the ACA, Patients with Preexisting Conditions Now Fear 
Bias 
Thinking they were protected from insurance discrimination, many people got tested to see if they were 
likely to develop serious diseases. Legislation pushed by Republican leaders in Congress would leave 
them vulnerable. (Charlotte Huff, 6/29) 
 
Kaiser Health News: Insect Venom Shortage Stings Allergy Sufferers This Summer 
Allergists warn of scarce supplies of honeybee, wasp and other venom extracts used to prevent deadly 
reactions. (Aleccia, 6/29) 

The Washington Post: One Politician’s Solution to the Overdose Problem: Let Addicts 
Die 
Under a plan by a city council member in Ohio, people who dial 911 seeking help for someone 
who's overdosing on opioids may start hearing something new from dispatchers: “No.” In response to the 
opioid epidemic that swept the nation — including the small city of Middletown, population 50,000 — 
council member Dan Picard has floated an idea that has been called more of “a cry of frustration” than a 
legitimate solution. At a council meeting last week, Picard proposed a three-strikes-style policy for people 
who repeatedly overdose: Too many overdoses and authorities wouldn't send an ambulance to 
resuscitate them. (Wootson, 6/28) 
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Los Angeles Times: Air Pollution Exposure May Hasten Death, Even at Levels Deemed 
'Safe,' Study Says 
The nationwide study of more than 60 million senior citizens linked long-term exposure to two main smog 
pollutants — ozone and fine particulate matter — to an increased risk of premature death. The analysis 
found no sign of a “safe” level of pollution, below which the risk of dying early tapered off. (Barboza, 6/28) 

Los Angeles Times: This Cutting-Edge Bandage could Make Flu Shots a Thing of the 
Past 
Here’s an idea whose time has come: A flu shot that doesn’t require an actual shot. For the first time, 
researchers have tested a flu vaccine patch in a human clinical trial and found that it delivered as much 
protection as a traditional jab with a needle. (Kaplan, 6/28) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: In Blocking a Bad Single-Payer Healthcare Bill, Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon Was Not ‘Cowardly’ – Quite the Opposite 
California badly needs political heroes, and we just got one: Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon. 
“Heroic” is not an adjective normally associated with a politician. But regardless of your politics, Rendon 
should be saluted. (George Skelton, 6/29) 

USA Today: Senate Health Care Bill: An Exit Strategy 
Scrambling for votes on their wildly unpopular health care bill, Senate Republicans find themselves with 
an unappealing choice. They can anger their base by ditching seven years of promises to repeal 
Obamacare. Or they can strip 22 million people — more than the population of Florida — of their health 
coverage. (6/28) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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Kaiser Health News: California Joins States that Protect Patients against Nasty Surprise 
Bills 
Before Kevin Powers underwent lung cancer surgery last October, his girlfriend, Agi Orsi, meticulously 
checked and double-checked to be sure his Santa Monica, Calif., hospital and surgeon were in his health 
plan’s network. Even in the hospital, Orsi dutifully wrote “No out-of-network doctors” across the top of 
Powers’ admission paperwork. Her diligence was for naught. (Bazar, 6/30) 
 
Ventura County Star: Video: Opening Long-Awaited Care Center for Homeless 
A recuperative care center for homeless patients discharged by hospitals opens in Ventura July 10. 
(Kisken, 6/29) 

Ventura County Star: Shigella Illness Lawsuit Filed against Souplantation 
On Tuesday, the same day a Souplantation in Camarillo reopened after a voluntary closure brought by a 
surge of shigella cases, a lawsuit was filed over the illnesses. Ventura County Public Health officials said 
Wednesday they've found 11 cases of illnesses involving the shigella bacteria among customers who ate 
at the restaurant. An additional case involved a restaurant employee. Five of the 12 people had been 
hospitalized, said Ventura County Public Health Officer Dr. Robert Levin, adding that an exact source of 
the illnesses has not been identified. (Kisken, 6/29) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 
 
USA Today: Trump Nominates Indiana Doctor for Surgeon General 
During his time in office, Adams presided over a major health crisis — an HIV outbreak in Scott County 
associated with intravenous drug use that eventually stretched to more than 200 cases. Although Pence 
had first expressed reservations about needle exchange programs, the state's response eventually 
included such a program among other measures. People who have worked in Indiana with Adams 
praised him for his tireless energy as well as his finely honed people skills and ability to listen. (Rudavsky, 
6/30) 
 
HEALTH LAW 

Kaiser Health News: This Woman Can Make or Break McConnell’s Health Bill 
As Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) tries to negotiate his way to a health bill that can win at least 
50 Republican votes, there is one woman in the Senate who could stop the bill cold. She isn’t even a 
senator. (Rovner, 6/30) 

Politico: Trump On Health Care Impasse: Repeal Obamacare Now, Replace Later 
President Donald Trump, who has previously said that he would prefer Obamacare be repealed and 
replaced at the same time, reversed course Friday morning, suggesting instead that the process of 
undoing the health care law could be broken up. “If Republican Senators are unable to pass what they 
are working on now, they should immediately REPEAL, and then REPLACE at a later date!” Trump wrote 
on Twitter Friday morning. (Nelson, 6/30) 
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The New York Times: Projected Drop in Medicaid Spending Heightens Hurdle for G.O.P. 
Health Bill 
Projected Medicaid spending under a Senate Republican bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act would be 
35 percent lower after two decades, the Congressional Budget Office said on Thursday in a new report, 
which detailed how Medicaid changes would cut more deeply as they go fully into force. The budget office 
analysis created a fresh challenge for Republican leaders as they tried to muster support for their bill, 
even as senators scattered to their home states for a 10-day July 4 recess. (Pear and Kaplan, 6/29) 

Los Angeles Times: Hopes Fade for Friday Revise of Senate Republican Health Bill with 
No Quick Fix in Sight 
Senate Republicans appeared unlikely to hit a self-imposed Friday deadline for revising their healthcare 
bill, as negotiators considered scaling back promised tax cuts for the wealthy in order to provide more 
insurance assistance to the poor. Vice President Mike Pence led a White House push by meeting 
Thursday with divided Republican senators, but conservatives and centrists have been unable to resolve 
their differences. “We’re working,” Pence said as he dashed through the halls, followed by reporters 
shouting questions. (Mascaro, 6/29) 

The Hill: GOP Adds $45 Billion in Opioid Money to Healthcare Bill 
Senate Republicans are adding $45 billion to their ObamaCare replacement bill to fight opioid abuse, 
according to sources familiar with the discussions. The move was widely expected as an attempt to win 
over moderate Republicans like Sens. Rob Portman (Ohio) and Shelley Moore Capito (W.Va.), who have 
both made the opioid epidemic a priority. (Sullivan, 6/29) 

The Associated Press: GOP May Keep Some Obama Tax Increases to Save Health Bill 
Senate Republican leaders considered keeping one of former President Barack Obama's big tax 
increases on wealthier Americans and using the money to fatten proposed subsidies for the poor in a bid 
Thursday to placate moderate GOP lawmakers and salvage their struggling health care bill. (Fram, 6/29) 

Los Angeles Times: Less Coverage, More Uninsured: Here's What the Latest Republican 
Healthcare Plan could Mean for Women 
Women’s health advocates have assailed the plans put forward by congressional Republicans to replace 
the Affordable Care Act, saying they would cause disproportionate harm to half the adult population. 
“Both bills are nothing short of an all-out attack on women’s health,” said Janel George, director of federal 
reproductive rights and health at the National Women’s Law Center. (Zavis, 6/29) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: Walgreens Gives Up on Rite Aid Deal, Will Buy Stores Instead 
The new agreement ends a saga that dragged on for more than a year and a half as the companies 
struggled to get approval from regulators. On Thursday, they said they would scrap the $7.37 billion 
takeover, and instead Walgreens will pay $5.18 billion to buy 2,186 stores, leaving Rite Aid as a regional 
chain. “This deal is much simpler,” Walgreens Chief Executive Officer Stefano Pessina said on a 
conference call. “It is an asset deal so it is less controversial.” (Langreth, 6/29) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/29/us/politics/health-care-bill-senate-republicans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/29/us/politics/health-care-bill-senate-republicans.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-senate-healthcare-impasse-20170629-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-senate-healthcare-impasse-20170629-story.html
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/340026-gop-adds-45-billion-in-opioid-money-to-healthcare-bill
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/progress-evident-gop-hunts-health-bill-votes-48343921
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-republican-healthcare-women-2017-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-republican-healthcare-women-2017-htmlstory.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-29/walgreens-to-buy-2-186-rite-aid-stores-in-5-18-billion-deal


 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: The U.S. Fertility Rate Just Hit a Historic Low. Why Some 
Demographers are Freaking Out. 
The United States is in the midst of what some worry is a baby crisis. The number of women giving birth 
has been declining for years and just hit a historic low. If the trend continues — and experts disagree on 
whether it will — the country could face economic and cultural turmoil. (Cha, 6/30) 
 
NPR: After Decades on the Rise, C. Diff Infections are Finally Falling 
The risk of getting a deadly, treatment-resistant infection in a hospital or nursing home is dropping for the 
first time in decades, thanks to new guidelines on antibiotic use and stricter cleaning standards in care 
facilities. (Chen, 6/29) 
 
PHARMACEUTICALS 
 
Morning Consult: FDA Announces Plan to Eliminate Backlog of Rare Disease Drugs 
The Food and Drug Administration unveiled a plan Thursday to speed the agency’s response to orphan 
drug requests, which doubled from 2012 to 2016. The plan is a top priority of FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb, who has vowed to eliminate the current backlog of designation requests for orphan drugs, which 
treat rare diseases, and to streamline the agency’s review process so all new requests receive a 
response within three months. (Reid, 6/29) 
 
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: There’s No Sugarcoating it: Republicans are Taking a 
Sledgehammer to Medicaid 
In a Post commentary this week, Medicaid administrator Seema Verma espoused a troubling philosophy 
about the program she oversees. She spoke of transforming Medicaid under the Republican plans to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act. Taking a fiscal sledgehammer to the program is more like it. 
(Irwin Redlener, 6/29) 

Sacramento Bee: Why Planned Parenthood in California Persists 
Though she has been an institution in Sacramento, Kathy Kneer is not a household name for most 
Californians... Pound for pound, Kneer has had as much as any politician to do with the extent to which 
California women can take family planning and good prenatal care for granted. (Shawn Hubler, 6/29) 
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