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California Healthline: Fearing Deportation, Parents Worry about Undocumented Kids in 
Medi-Cal 
Luz felt relieved and grateful when she learned that her 16-year-old son qualified for full coverage under 
Medi-Cal. Now, she worries that the information she provided to the government health program could put 
her family at risk of deportation. Luz’s son is one of nearly 190,000 children who have enrolled in Medi-
Cal since California opened it to undocumented children last year. Luz, her husband and her son came to 
Merced, Calif., from Mexico without papers about 10 years ago. Luz asked that the family’s last name not 
be used, for fear of being identified by federal immigration authorities. (Ibarra, 5/15) 

KPCC: California Considers Investing $100 Million in Home Visits for New Moms and 
Their Babies 
A bill working its way through the state legislature would create a state-funded program to help new 
mothers in the first few months and years after the birth of their children. The CalWORKs Baby Wellness 
and Family Support Home Visiting Program would spend $100 million to offer home visits from nurses or 
social workers to new mothers who are living in poverty. (Petrie, 5/15) 

Ventura County Star: Agoura Hills Chickenpox Scare Shows Vaccine Fear 
Kindergartner Cozette DesRoches ... can't go [to school] because of four cases of chickenpox at 400-
student Mariposa School of Global Education in Agoura Hills in an outbreak that has made headlines and 
spawned debate over vaccination compliance. Los Angeles County Department of Public Health officials 
mandated earlier this month that more than 90 students believed to be unvaccinated against the disease, 
including Cozette, be sent home for three weeks to keep the illness from growing. The number of 
students still away from school had fallen to 68 as of Friday. (Kisken, 5/12) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Modern Healthcare: CMS Gives 800,000 Docs a Pass on MACRA Requirement 
More than 800,000 clinicians will not have to comply with Merit-based Incentive Payment System 
reporting requirements outlined in MACRA, which may save them millions collectively in compliance 
costs. The majority of physician practices were expected to use the Merit-based Incentive Payment 
System, known as MIPS, to comply with MACRA as opposed to alternative pay models. Under MIPS, 
payments would be based on a compilation of quality measures and use of electronic health records. 
(Dickson, 5/11) 

HEALTH LAW 

Kaiser Health News: Trump Says He Knows about Health Care, but Some of His Facts 
Seem Alternative 
Lost in all the coverage of the firing of FBI Director James Comey last week were a pair of in-depth 
interviews President Donald Trump gave that included lengthy comments on health care — one with Time 
magazine and the other with The Economist. He acknowledged to Time interviewers that health care was 
not an area of expertise in his previous job. “It was just not high on my list,” he said. But he added that “in 
a short period of time I understood everything there was to know about health care.” Not really. (Rovner, 
5/15) 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9gh2KS7DNFqzW8WrH5l7b-2NG0/*W6qNks-8x_P6hW7yfzx51crq300/5/f18dQhb0S2C87B0mbNVM_Sm82pgz9HN6FFCpPLLcsJW8L1Tsx6rsjJTW1xwtzt3B_k-LW3H5npJ47VrlmW2b2cG_91ChfZW7V5q182gfr2bW5WH4rJ5PcmD3W5VXxCP9l6NQqW6YssD54BTyCcW8W0Ljm7Zmng0W6-ShNP3BhC_mW43m0111YtZfgW1Lx0sF8BLLJlW7lF8Y-1rkx5sW2ltzP14VKfNsW52bVF94MVTxsVHnXFX60PLYjVpdmWj278bQvW70Vy861tZKNxW3zkS9611TFxmN7p3fNMhSKHgVjqx0F73gSd7W4Bh__q2xwWRjW8-Bg0f7XcH97N4Nj-hrvP32TW15Zs2758f_5cW7g1RD25NZs3MW6mlPxK18CRyzW8plpTb4Rk67bW1pTyqt2XCYggW6PZS_W4bVRRWW3GSLlb85cgTRW8GkdZ-3PB3LyW6qYkN971sqS3VxPp8T5c99tdW3d2QPF15VKPrW7fZnhN5HrjQrW8-Q_2P7ZfgxqW6FjMZ95VB83XW80XxLf29kl4qW1WJK0n6SVzQkW6nj4Kz2h42xnW2Lsl1698XgT9W687sQ08kSJh2W4n-vxC6GmWq6W7gHb_63RQzw4W4xBMmP8ygSlZW1Ld5M89fFmkYW7mj_sc13ZcZrW9k2S1N2kNvN1W9bckHg5Jt-XzW61xXk22whwnB111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9gh2KS7DNFqzW8WrH5l7b-2NG0/*W6qNks-8x_P6hW7yfzx51crq300/5/f18dQhb0S2C87B0mbNVM_Sm82pgz9HN6FFCpPLLcsJW8L1Tsx6rsjJTW1xwtzt3B_k-LW3H5npJ47VrlmW2b2cG_91ChfZW7V5q182gfr2bW5WH4rJ5PcmD3W5VXxCP9l6NQqW6YssD54BTyCcW8W0Ljm7Zmng0W6-ShNP3BhC_mW43m0111YtZfgW1Lx0sF8BLLJlW7lF8Y-1rkx5sW2ltzP14VKfNsW52bVF94MVTxsVHnXFX60PLYjVpdmWj278bQvW70Vy861tZKNxW3zkS9611TFxmN7p3fNMhSKHgVjqx0F73gSd7W4Bh__q2xwWRjW8-Bg0f7XcH97N4Nj-hrvP32TW15Zs2758f_5cW7g1RD25NZs3MW6mlPxK18CRyzW8plpTb4Rk67bW1pTyqt2XCYggW6PZS_W4bVRRWW3GSLlb85cgTRW8GkdZ-3PB3LyW6qYkN971sqS3VxPp8T5c99tdW3d2QPF15VKPrW7fZnhN5HrjQrW8-Q_2P7ZfgxqW6FjMZ95VB83XW80XxLf29kl4qW1WJK0n6SVzQkW6nj4Kz2h42xnW2Lsl1698XgT9W687sQ08kSJh2W4n-vxC6GmWq6W7gHb_63RQzw4W4xBMmP8ygSlZW1Ld5M89fFmkYW7mj_sc13ZcZrW9k2S1N2kNvN1W9bckHg5Jt-XzW61xXk22whwnB111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W1N14sR6fc-Y-W7Rj9f22DkRwk0/*W7mRkKp92hBMtW2Sr4vg938bzT0/5/f18dQhb0SfHp9c-lkYW779FJn4T_wC2W4XyMQx4XyXfWVscPvR1SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q5sW5n76qW8TzqkrW8W5d6B8-vzkgW7xm_Gg8Zwpm7W7vBMrQ2QSj-ZW4ch_dz566MdwW4h_w4L52HM_HW55kzNf8X0-swW2Mn9Wg4gZmcKW4fNkvQ49kvy5W4JQGGZ96Lk4qW90G7th8S3yR5VbY02S4s8bp8W2hFZkR6c-1lTW51vDFJ2mZPm3N6ycLPRvXFkFW70fl6p7PJ6bdN2gL-pFtRBS3W2StQ5c6F8g0sW4tjf5_5tg24_W7Wgdc82Z605kW2_1rp53ZQ23FW8vr5Ss62nL6TVHFcZD5xzW1_W3-cQbv38n38-N5H_JfjQdW8JW8l5jgs3-k0lKW3Vklq73QRzrmW3gPzrD5JDvGvN5pTHxKDNQKNW5BGgqC5KxjNyW3TXnVb8wxdnRW5kgsGl8pCCn9W5PqvFc8vnSNYW5NTrRL2280s0W98hmj14Pw1VkW2sbPxn2fxdZTW9jqxLM7J_23_W8Znsb88lYSrlW7WfSfz7mt3V-W4fLfHn44W-krVwxh419jNd-tW3WV1dF7VPpGtW6TTGsf5V1LzMW73yKD270RWHKdb5Gl211
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W1N14sR6fc-Y-W7Rj9f22DkRwk0/*W7mRkKp92hBMtW2Sr4vg938bzT0/5/f18dQhb0SfHp9c-lkYW779FJn4T_wC2W4XyMQx4XyXfWVscPvR1SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q5sW5n76qW8TzqkrW8W5d6B8-vzkgW7xm_Gg8Zwpm7W7vBMrQ2QSj-ZW4ch_dz566MdwW4h_w4L52HM_HW55kzNf8X0-swW2Mn9Wg4gZmcKW4fNkvQ49kvy5W4JQGGZ96Lk4qW90G7th8S3yR5VbY02S4s8bp8W2hFZkR6c-1lTW51vDFJ2mZPm3N6ycLPRvXFkFW70fl6p7PJ6bdN2gL-pFtRBS3W2StQ5c6F8g0sW4tjf5_5tg24_W7Wgdc82Z605kW2_1rp53ZQ23FW8vr5Ss62nL6TVHFcZD5xzW1_W3-cQbv38n38-N5H_JfjQdW8JW8l5jgs3-k0lKW3Vklq73QRzrmW3gPzrD5JDvGvN5pTHxKDNQKNW5BGgqC5KxjNyW3TXnVb8wxdnRW5kgsGl8pCCn9W5PqvFc8vnSNYW5NTrRL2280s0W98hmj14Pw1VkW2sbPxn2fxdZTW9jqxLM7J_23_W8Znsb88lYSrlW7WfSfz7mt3V-W4fLfHn44W-krVwxh419jNd-tW3WV1dF7VPpGtW6TTGsf5V1LzMW73yKD270RWHKdb5Gl211
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W1N14sR6fc-Y-W7Rj9f22DkRwk0/*W2m6-0Q8bBTqpVXYNnX65XbN20/5/f18dQhb0S3j12RMFdXV11TwH2_V3TvW1t4c6X1cF_q_N7tTdLTMDyGcW7bRsrj64YnHZW1Sf0FL5pTL_2W7vkM4f1K-tv8W5Swsvn87y5K-W2fjXks743GfZW5dHr7c42Yt7-W8WXpJ26mGv4BW70QRY83H-fZLW67kf1b6ndXdKW2k1fd85kPn0xW8tGvcV6DFcYSV9Wl4s4gZ0zyW3Ydq7v31x7tpW1_xRCW3nwJKXW1BD9yP2SkF31W534t-B6vC2k8N53Zx688yRCsMV_PpTlg4VtVgg6mS84ZLXKN2TMyflFHJl6W82bFKL8r7Y1mW75dNGW7jhLNZW32hf5p2cn0_RW4QxT0C4_JHByW3FqBD77zpSMHW7SJpfQ21y1NSW8Rh_6q5-7p2KW4Crh5X7tGl_VW2V_NDw5_4_8mW77zvXq7vfYJjW7BGjsN448glhW77KnDD4BkcmlW6J0xlk1qMl4-W5MjzKr7b-rnxW65g0xC29H722W4432yh2YkNvHW2VzRMd2YG95jW2DZhQ52_j7DPW7ZVH5C6lzHH8W8hxQ744vms96W7r5C55558skSW7Yj6xT3lKSR0W6lJGVg8Xksx4W8-T3nZ6G3bPrW6pP9fx6-QkjKW8SgvS_8LQGL0W6FtsMM1qk40Lf3r57wW11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9gh2KS7DNFqzW8WrH5l7b-2NG0/*W7WG6ky6QypRHW1hM86c5jBwvW0/5/f18dQhb0SnGV9jW3wYW8PF3R05VQHwhW5WYV7G4LZJ4lW4R4Lws57mvC2W1BQYgz8Tm-CHW9dmDNW6W1kNFW5KYdbM79-G01W8mQCyL79-MsdW8m3Fd_1h4t-7V6zhQJ4B6TPxN3xnDg674jX0W1qVqnS6PVKcrW6N3nBL8xGZPgW1695Wv5cvskjW1JRpF95svpxrW3ZfzwB5hm4XwW7sR8SZ5qKyWwW34_FC841H3yJW3jL1hn5Hsr_pW5DYTbt1y7l3tW5F_2Jd3XsqW0W5pfw1S5mg0ggW1Cgtwy5jPVDHW47P0wC403tVSW3vbpkw41_RkbW4DZpHP3jdPHJW3CRSft5Hw2VnW3JX1ly3JSV2QW3vGSNB60D6NFW5WWhVG5WG0KRW4Sf8lR5HwWx9W5TtHhf53syC5W4Lnsz63YjMRkW2NkxvW4wM0RfW3TC6V84Xfz0FW5J37nm3MJj16W1jCFWn2PGKtHMBjLtvwKJnCV3qXSR3nNPX5W54FNJN334ztHW8WlN8T1TKqX-W55Vm5661lQ4CW24p8yG4bR9ymN5ykpYkcsTY0W6HkyZ48X0x_sW51t3bV2bS9SmW723QB271wShbTLZVy8lQNfq103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9gh2KS7DNFqzW8WrH5l7b-2NG0/*V7VYCw5frs_5MgCf0kgptwY0/5/f18dQhb0S8359c-jvnW779FJn4T_wC2N4XyMQRfD0M2VscTmr1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwN2N2xPLqCwQpW1BXxX530JPCZN8V2YqNKDZCLW2M-CW45KY0ZQW8mnq3b84kPcSW22-WZm210pmXW1jrNkp1G9hcgW3f2l4_1Zfc2MW1vkfzV6tw-XTW37rznd1ksGJhW1R4_lX1V5BV8W81CYQQ7WR3ZvW716ny565FS-VN5_-qW11Q9XbW5Lnj8K5WQRqsW4Ps9h41ZJ8HFW9dSlS635rgClW94ZVCx3VQLKXW83KHrF7J39pBW2przrY6W3RDgVHd1gZ18dKPTW1VJryk5lX8fqW13bD4h6dklYkW54CtpQ30n-mQW8V67mn7wDhgcW6ybT-Y4Qrh8sW4BNp8D6xqk0gW856nPK5Lwdq7W77d2WP1jJcQnW7p8pWt78kSkNW8X8TLC2cgfrhW1y0sKh56JWmjW8jmRsw3r6WcvW6xcqkn1BjvlhW2scZWF8nDXSjW37TJZw22TNxnV9Mb4N462cFJW1MhRqj2SgfW-W7C1mW57xNkM0W3cW6RW1nCrbgW6v5dGM5-GxtDW5LscR446pcvmW8_8_NV2Wm2D4W6jRDYp7FnPg9VcYMxw7dJ18nVpbxjl5LPbwK0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9gh2KS7DNFqzW8WrH5l7b-2NG0/*V7VYCw5frs_5MgCf0kgptwY0/5/f18dQhb0S8359c-jvnW779FJn4T_wC2N4XyMQRfD0M2VscTmr1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwN2N2xPLqCwQpW1BXxX530JPCZN8V2YqNKDZCLW2M-CW45KY0ZQW8mnq3b84kPcSW22-WZm210pmXW1jrNkp1G9hcgW3f2l4_1Zfc2MW1vkfzV6tw-XTW37rznd1ksGJhW1R4_lX1V5BV8W81CYQQ7WR3ZvW716ny565FS-VN5_-qW11Q9XbW5Lnj8K5WQRqsW4Ps9h41ZJ8HFW9dSlS635rgClW94ZVCx3VQLKXW83KHrF7J39pBW2przrY6W3RDgVHd1gZ18dKPTW1VJryk5lX8fqW13bD4h6dklYkW54CtpQ30n-mQW8V67mn7wDhgcW6ybT-Y4Qrh8sW4BNp8D6xqk0gW856nPK5Lwdq7W77d2WP1jJcQnW7p8pWt78kSkNW8X8TLC2cgfrhW1y0sKh56JWmjW8jmRsw3r6WcvW6xcqkn1BjvlhW2scZWF8nDXSjW37TJZw22TNxnV9Mb4N462cFJW1MhRqj2SgfW-W7C1mW57xNkM0W3cW6RW1nCrbgW6v5dGM5-GxtDW5LscR446pcvmW8_8_NV2Wm2D4W6jRDYp7FnPg9VcYMxw7dJ18nVpbxjl5LPbwK0


 

 

 

The Associated Press: Changes in Medicaid Distributions Worry School Districts 
For school districts still getting their financial footing after the Great Recession, the Medicaid changes 
being advanced as part of the health care overhaul are sounding familiar alarms. Administrators say 
programming and services even beyond those that receive funding from the state-federal health care 
program could be at risk should Congress follow through with plans to change the way Medicaid is 
distributed. They say any reduction in the estimated $4 billion schools receive in annual Medicaid 
reimbursements would be hard to absorb after years of reduced state funding and a weakened tax base. 
(Ho and Thompson, 5/15) 

Politico: Senators Hold Back-Channel Talks on Bipartisan Obamacare Fix 
Sen. Bill Cassidy held up bright red posters in a mostly empty Senate chamber Thursday for a 
presentation on how his ideas would pass the "Jimmy Kimmel Test," by helping people with preexisting 
conditions. After the speech, Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia came to the floor and praised the 
wonkish Republican doctor from Louisiana. “I do applaud my colleague,” Kaine said. "Amen.” (Everett and 
Schor, 5/14) 

USA Today: Obamacare Replacement Threatens Kids' Health Coverage 
Samantha Bailey spends her days in a Phoenix hospital room with her 19-month-old son, Henry, waiting 
for a heart transplant and fretting about his health care once he gets it. Fears about health care for low 
income or special needs children in Arizona aren't theoretical or simply the product of an anxious mother's 
mind. Until last year, Arizona was the only state in the nation that wasn't enrolling children just above the 
poverty line into the free or low-cost Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  A recession-induced 
budget crunch there led to a health coverage wait list for families earning between $27,000 to $40,000 a 
year for a family of three. (O'Donnell and Alltucker, 5/13) 

Kaiser Health News: Planned Parenthood Funding could Thwart GOP Efforts on Health 
Bill 
If there’s anything congressional Republicans want to do more than “repeal and replace” the Affordable 
Care Act it’s defund Planned Parenthood, which provides health care to women around the country. But 
Senate rules could prevent lawmakers from accomplishing both of those goals in the same bill, as they 
intend to do. The American Health Care Act, passed by the House earlier this month to overhaul the 
federal health law, would bar funding under the Medicaid program for one year to any “prohibited entity” 
that “is primarily engaged in family planning services, reproductive health, and related medical care; and 
… provides for abortions” other than those for rape, incest or to protect the life of the woman. (Rovner, 
5/12) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Anthem Gives Up Cigna Bid, Vows to Fight on Over Damages 
Anthem has ended its soured, $48 billion bid to buy rival Cigna, but the nation's second-largest health 
insurer isn't giving up a fight over whether Cigna deserves a termination fee for the scrapped deal. 
Anthem said Friday that Cigna sabotaged the merger agreement and caused "massive damages" for 
Anthem, which provides Blue Cross-Blue Shield coverage in several states. It said it plans to "vigorously 
pursue" its claims against Cigna. (Murphy, 5/12) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Stat: How Effective is Medication-Assisted Treatment for Addiction? 
Secretary of HHS Tom Price sparked a firestorm last week with his comments about medication-assisted 
treatment, saying that “if we’re just substituting one opioid for another, we’re not moving the dial much” in 
the nation’s opioid epidemic. Notably, the former surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, took him to task on 
Twitter for, as he put it, moving away from evidence-based treatment protocols. (Sheridan, 5/15) 

NPR: Racial Disparities Persist in Sudden Infant Deaths 
American Indian and Alaska Native families are much more likely to have an infant die suddenly and 
unexpectedly, and that risk has remained higher than in other ethnic groups since public health efforts 
were launched to prevent sudden infant death syndrome in the 1990s. African-American babies also face 
a higher risk, a study finds. (Hobson, 5/15) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Washington Post: The White House Budget Director Dropped a Hint about How 
Trump could Bring Drug Prices Down 
White House budget director Mick Mulvaney dropped a surprising clue about how President Trump might 
bring drug prices down, describing the kind of government intervention that traditionally has been 
supported by Democrats. Mulvaney explained at a Stanford University conference that drugmakers 
receive a “tremendous giveaway” from Medicare's prescription drug benefit because they do not have to 
pay a mandatory rebate off the average price, as they do in Medicaid. Instead, in Medicare's drug benefit, 
private companies bargain with drug companies to win rebates for their members. (Johnson, 5/12) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Why Republicans are Finding it So Hard to Spin Their War on 
Medicaid 
To be clear, what [Republican senators are] pushing for — and what Republicans have wanted for a long 
time — isn’t just revoking the ACA’s Medicaid expansion but going farther, to transform the program into 
block grants given to states and give them “flexibility,” which means allowing them to cut benefits and kick 
people off the program. (Paul Waldman, 5/12) 

Los Angeles Times: Make Good on a Tobacco Tax Promise to Pay Higher Rates to Medi-
Cal Doctors  
The $183.4-billion revised spending plan Brown unveiled Thursday restores some things that were on the 
chopping block in January and even finds a little more money to hand out. There’s $1.4 billion more for 
education above the amount required by Proposition 98. There’s $500 million more to pay child care 
providers. There’s about $400 million more to help counties pay for in-home health services and $6.5 
million more for the California attorney general to fight President Trump. But no more for Medi-Cal 
providers? (5/12) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: California Bill Would Protect Patients’ Access to Their Chosen 
Family Planning Providers  
As national Republican leaders continue to try to defund Planned Parenthood, California and other states 
are considering steps to protect access to family planning services. California legislators have introduced 
a bill that would lock into state law a federal rule that allows Medicaid patients to see family planning 
providers of their choice. The bill is designed to preserve Californians’ access to Planned Parenthood and 
other reproductive health clinics should federal officials drop the rule. (Ibarra, 5/16) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Washington Post: Trump Expansion of Abortion ‘Gag Rule’ Will Restrict $8.8 Billion 
in U.S. Aid  
Senior administration officials confirmed Monday that Trump’s version will impact $8.8 billion for 
programs, including those related to AIDS, malaria and child health. About $6 billion of that supports 
programs for HIV/AIDS services, primarily in Africa, as part of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief established in 2003. Another program that could be hit hard is the President’s Malaria Initiative, 
started under George W. Bush and expanded under Barack Obama. Defense Department grants related 
to global health security will also be impacted. The new policy, which is being called “Protecting Life in 
Global Health Assistance,” affects any organization deemed to promote abortion “as a method of family 
planning” through abortion counseling, referrals, lobbying or public information campaigns. Trump has 
said taxpayer dollars should not be used for this purpose. (Cha and Morello, 5/15) 

HEALTH LAW 

Kaiser Health News: Preexisting Conditions and Continuous Coverage: Key Elements of 
GOP Bill  
Before he was diagnosed with head and neck cancer in 2015, Anthony Kinsey often went without health 
insurance. He is a contract lawyer working for staffing agencies on short-term projects in the Washington, 
D.C., area, and sometimes the 90-day waiting period for coverage through a staffing agency proved 
longer than the duration of his project, if coverage was offered at all. When Kinsey, now 57, learned he 
had cancer, he was able to sign up for a plan with a $629 monthly premium because the agency he was 
working for offered group coverage that became effective almost immediately. (Andrews, 5/16) 

Bloomberg: Shut out by House GOP, Industry Pins Health Bill Hopes on Senate   
The health-care world is gearing up for a lobbying offensive to persuade Republican U.S. senators to 
address their problems with an Obamacare replacement that was conceived in the House in a virtual 
vacuum. Insurers, doctors, patient groups and most health-care experts are pinning their hopes on the 
Senate being more receptive after House Republicans -- led by Speaker Paul Ryan -- deliberately 
avoided discussing their plans with the main groups that would be affected by repealing the 2010 law. 
(House, Edney and Edgerton, 5/16) 
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Politico: Cruz, Paul Want to go ‘Nuclear’ on Obamacare Repeal  
Conservative GOP Sens. Ted Cruz and Rand Paul are pushing to test the limits of how much of 
Obamacare can be repealed under Senate rules, setting up a potential “nuclear” showdown. The 
firebrands want to overturn long-standing precedent for what can be done under reconciliation, the fast-
track budget process the GOP is using to dismantle the Affordable Care Act. They argue Republicans are 
allowing stale Senate norms to tie their hands and are forfeiting a chance to completely abolish the law. 
(Haberkorn and Kim, 5/16) 

The Hill: Senators Huddle in Capitol to Explore Bipartisan Path on ObamaCare   
A bipartisan group of senators met in the Capitol on Monday night to discuss whether there is a bipartisan 
way forward on healthcare reform. The meeting was organized by Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Bill 
Cassidy (R-La.), who have put forward a more centrist healthcare plan that would allow states to keep 
much of ObamaCare in place if they choose. While senators said the meeting was preliminary and just 
discussing ideas broadly, the push for a bipartisan solution could potentially emerge as an alternative to 
the Republican-only repeal and replace approach from leadership. (Sullivan, 5/15) 

Roll Call: Trump Feels ‘Very Strong’ About House Health Bill  
The White House fired a shot across the Senate’s bow Monday, signaling President Donald Trump feels 
“very strong” about the health overhaul passed by the House. Several Senate groups, including one 
composed of Republicans and Democrats, are holding talks about how to alter the House measure or 
craft an entirely new bill. But just as senators return to Washington to get back to work, Press Secretary 
Sean Spicer walked a tightrope about what Trump wants them to pass. (Bennett, 5/15) 

PHARMACEUTICALS  
 
California Healthline: Overwrought Marketing? Ads, not Research, Create some Pharma 
Best-Sellers 
An overhead light drawing attention to his face, actor Danny Glover starts to cry, dropping his head into 
one hand — then, he abruptly switches over to deep belly laughs, before resuming a straight face. “When 

I act, if I do this it’s totally in my control,” he says, getting to the point: “But for someone with 
pseudobulbar affect, choosing to cry or laugh may not be your decision.” (Appleby, 5/16) 

Stat: Bipartisan Bill will be Reintroduced to Make Pharma Justify Price Hikes  
A bipartisan group of lawmakers will re-introduce a bill on Tuesday that would require drug makers to 
justify their pricing and provide a breakdown of their expenses before raising prices on some medicines. 
Under the Fair Drug Pricing Act, companies will have to notify the US Department of Health and Human 
Services and submit a report 30 days before they increase the price of certain drugs that cost at least 
$100 by more than 10 percent in one year, or 25 percent over three years. The bill is being co-sponsored 
by Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.), Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.), and US Representative Jan 
Schakowsky (D-Ill.) (Silverman, 5/15) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Consumer Reports: Your Biggest C-section Risk May be Your Hospital  
The most common major surgery performed in the U.S isn’t to remove an appendix or replace a knee. It’s 
to deliver babies by cesarean section, or C-section. Roughly one out of every three babies born in this 
country—or about 1.3 million children each year—are delivered this way, instead of vaginally. Yet the vast 
majority of women prefer to deliver vaginally, according to a January 2017 study in the journal Birth. So 
what’s going on? (Haelle, 5/16) 

San Jose Mercury News: Early Menopause may Impact Women’s Heart Disease Risk  
Women who entered menopause at an earlier age or who never gave birth may be at higher risk for heart 
disease, according to a new study by UC San Francisco researchers. In a study of more than 28,000 
women without heart disease over an average of 13.1 years, researchers found that while only 5.2 
percent of the women were hospitalized for heart failure during the study, those who never gave birth 
were 2.75 times more likely to develop diastolic heart failure. (Seipel, 5/15) 

Kaiser Health News: Segregated Living Linked to Higher Blood Pressure Among Blacks  
For African-Americans, the isolation of living in a racially segregated neighborhood may lead to an 
important health issue: higher blood pressure. A study published Monday in JAMA Internal Medicine 
suggested blacks living in such areas experienced higher blood pressure than those living in more 
diverse communities. Moving to integrated areas was associated with a decrease in blood pressure, and 
those who permanently stayed in localities with low segregation saw their pressure fall on average nearly 
6 points. (Heredia Rodriguez, 5/15) 

HEALTH IT 

Los Angeles Times: WannaCry Cyberattack: When a Hack Shuts Down a Hospital, Who's 
to Blame?  
It's one thing to fall victim to a burglar. It's another to realize the thief got in because you left the front door 
wide open. The distinction could lead to difficult legal battles for organizations affected by the WannaCry 
cyberattack, which crippled an estimated 300,000 of the 2 billion Windows computers worldwide in recent 
days, slowing factories, canceling surgeries, eating homework assignments and shuttering gas stations. 
(Dave and Peltz, 5/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: No Sanctuary for Marijuana in California  
When Californians approved Proposition 64 to legalize marijuana in California last November, it was no 
secret that the drug would remain illegal under federal law. But that fundamental contradiction seemed 
manageable at the moment .... Now, however, we have President Trump, who seems to have forgotten 
his laissez faire stance on marijuana, and Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions, who comes from the “Reefer 
Madness” school of law enforcement. Proponents of Proposition 64 ... rightly worry that the federal 
government may decide to crack down on cannabis operators even if they fully comply with state rules. 
It’s understandable that state lawmakers want to resist potential federal intervention. But a proposal to 
make California a so-called sanctuary state for marijuana is not the way to go. (5/16) 
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Los Angeles Times: Trump and Congress are about to take an ax to Children's 
Healthcare  
We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again: In the ridiculous mess that is the American healthcare system, 
there’s one indisputable success — children’s health coverage. Over the last two decades, the uninsured 
rate for children under 18 has fallen from 14% to less than 5%. Today that achievement is under threat as 
never before. “We’re at real risk of moving backward,” says Joan Alker, executive director of the Center 
for Children and Families at Georgetown University. That’s because children’s healthcare in the U.S. is 
heavily dependent on three public programs, Medicaid, the Affordable Care Act, and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, or CHIP. (Michael Hiltzik, 5/15) 
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view their content. 
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Ventura County Star: Wet Months Trigger Ventura County Mosquito Worries 
People may have standing water and not know it, in uncovered trash containers, stray buckets, 
unemptied swimming pools, even an empty peanut butter lid sitting on a picnic table. 
That means they may have mosquitoes, said area health officials, predicting a heavy season that could 
possibly increase the risks of mosquito-carried West Nile virus. (Kisken, 5/16) 

The Mercury News: Designs Unveiled for California’s Proposed Pro-Choice License Plate 
Incensed by federal anti-abortion policies mapped out by President Donald Trump and the Republican 
Congress, a California legislator is helping to steer a new course with a proposed “pro-choice” license 
plate. State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara, and NARAL Pro-Choice California on Monday 
unveiled three designs for a “California Trusts Women” plate that could be created through Jackson’s 
Senate Bill 309, which is now moving through the state Legislature...The license plate would cost $50 in 
the first year and less in subsequent years. It would raise funds for the Family Planning, Access, Care, 
and Treatment Program, which provides family planning services to 1.8 million Californians every year. 
(Seipel, 5/16) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Kaiser Health News: Report: Congressional Ethics Office Probing Rep. Chris Collins’ 
Aussie Investment 
The Office of Congressional Ethics is examining New York Rep. Chris Collins’ role in attracting U.S. 
investors to an Australian biotech company in which he is the largest shareholder, The Buffalo News 
reported Tuesday. The story cited unnamed sources who told the newspaper that the office began 
sending letters to investors seeking information about a month ago. Legally, they are not required to 
provide it or submit to interviews. (Bluth and Kopp, 5/16) 

HEALTH LAW 

The Associated Press: More Health Insurance Woes Looming: Blame Trump or Obama? 
Another year of big premium increases and dwindling choice is looking like a distinct possibility for many 
consumers who buy their own health insurance — but why, and who’s to blame? President Donald Trump 
has seized on early market rumbles as validation of his claim that “Obamacare” is a disaster, collapsing of 
its own weight. Democrats, meanwhile, accuse Trump of “sabotage” on a program he’s disparaged and 
wants to dismantle. It’s more complicated, say some independent experts. As for blame, there’s enough 
to go around. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 5/17) 

Bloomberg: Obamacare Insurer Oscar's New Strategy Helps to Narrow Loss 
Oscar Insurance Corp. is starting to stem the bleeding after years of reporting large losses. The privately 
held health insurer, created to sell plans under the Affordable Care Act, lost $25.8 million across three 
states in the first three months of this year, compared with a loss of $48.5 million a year earlier, according 
to regulatory filings Tuesday. The company is beginning to get a handle on its medical costs, as the 
premiums it collected exceeded what it spent on health services. The Affordable Care Act’s markets for 
individual health insurance plans have presented challenges for even experienced insurers. (Tracer, 5/16) 
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Bloomberg: McConnell Won't Guarantee All Tax Cuts Stay in Health-Care Bill 
Passing an Obamacare replacement won’t be any easier in the Senate than in the House, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Tuesday while refusing to guarantee that his chamber’s plan will 
keep all of the House bill’s tax cuts. "This is a really tough issue," the Kentucky Republican said in an 
interview with Bloomberg News. "You all covered extensively the difficulty of getting a bill out of the 
House. It won’t be any easier getting it out of the Senate." He acknowledged concerns by moderate 
Republican Susan Collins of Maine and other senators who say the House bill’s tax cuts are too large, but 
McConnell said he didn’t want to discuss specific approaches as Republicans seek consensus. (Dennis 
and Litvan, 5/16) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 
 
California Healthline: Do Best-Selling Drugs that Calm Stomachs Damage Kidneys? The 
Answer's Unclear. 
With flawed systems for tracking the side effects of prescription drugs, a link between proton pump 
inhibitors and kidney disease suggested by research cannot be proven. Patients who swear by the drugs 
hope it won’t be.  (Lupkin and Bartolone, 5/17) 

The Associated Press: Women in 30s Now Having More Babies than Younger Moms in 
US 
For the first time, women in their early 30s are having more babies than younger moms in the United 
States. Health experts say the shift is due to more women waiting longer to have children and the 
ongoing drop in the teen birth rate. For more than three decades, women in their late 20s had the highest 
birth rates, but that changed last year, according to preliminary data released Wednesday by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. (Stobbe, 5/17) 

NPR: Heroin Test Kits for Purity are Aimed at Preventing Overdose 
In the day room at St. Ann's Corner of Harm Reduction, which runs a needle exchange program in the 
Bronx, a group of guys are playing dominoes and listening to salsa music while they wait for lunch. And 
Van Asher, one of the staffers in charge of "transactions" — that means he gives out needles — is talking 
up his latest idea for how to keep the users here safe. He wants to tell them what's really in their stash. "If 
you're doing dope," he says to one client, "we'll give you a test strip so you can test and see if there's 
fentanyl." (Harris, 5/16) 

NPR: HHS Secretary Contradicted Scientific Evidence on Opioid Treatment 
Addiction experts are up in arms over remarks by Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price in 
which he referred to medication-assisted treatment for addiction as "substituting one opioid for another." 
Nearly 700 researchers and practitioners sent a letter Monday communicating their criticisms to Price and 
urging him to "set the record straight." (Harper, 5/16) 

The New York Times: Babies from Skin Cells? Prospect is Unsettling to Some Experts 
Nearly 40 years after the world was jolted by the birth of the first test-tube baby, a new revolution in 
reproductive technology is on the horizon — and it promises to be far more controversial than in vitro 
fertilization ever was. Within a decade or two, researchers say, scientists will likely be able to create a 
baby from human skin cells that have been coaxed to grow into eggs and sperm and used to create 
embryos to implant in a womb. (Lewin, 5/16) 
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USA Today: Empathy Goes a Long Way for Teens Struggling with Mental Health 
The opioid epidemic and recent media attention on suicide have put teen mental health under a spotlight, 
which raises concerns and questions among parents. The percent of high school students who 
considered and attempted suicide increased slightly between 2013 and 2015, federal data show, while 
the percent of high school students reporting symptoms of depression remained the same. Still, the 
numbers are startling: One in five teens has a mental health condition. (O'Donnell and Barry, 5/15) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Associated Press: Study: Taking Abortion Pill at Home as Safe as in a Clinic 
Medical abortions done at home with online help and pills sent in the mail appear to be just as safe as 
those done at a clinic, according to a new study. The research tracked the outcomes of 1,000 women in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, who used a website run by a group called Women on Web to get abortion 
pills. The Netherlands-based nonprofit provides advice and pills to women seeking an early abortion in 
more than 140 countries where access to abortion is restricted. Ireland and Northern Ireland have some 
of the world's strictest laws, often only granting approval when a woman's life is at risk. (5/16) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Another Way the Rich Get Richer: Study Shows a Widening Gap in 
Life Expectancy Between Rich and Poor 
The United States can take pride in one indisputable marker of racial equality: The gap in life expectancy 
between the white and black populations has narrowed over time. What was a disparity of more than 
eight years for Americans born in 1950 has closed to just over three years for those born in 2014, 
according to actuarial estimates. But let’s not pat ourselves on the back. A different disparity has opened 
up: The gap in life expectancy between wealthy and low-income Americans is wide and growing wider. 
And that has implications not only for lifetime health and wealth, but for Social Security. (Michael Hiltzik, 
5/16) 
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California Healthline: California to Pay about $1.3 Billion for Medicaid Expansion in First 
Year of State Contributions 
California will contribute about $1.3 billion to its Medi-Cal expansion this year, a new expenditure that will 
further strain an already burdened health care budget. This year marks the first time states that expanded 
Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act will have to pitch in to help fund their expansion of the program. 
Their share of the overall price tag compared with federal contributions is small — 5 percent of the cost to 
cover newly eligible enrollees — but that still equates to real money in the Golden State. (Bazar, 5/18) 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 
 
Reuters: Birth Weight May Impact Intelligence Throughout Life 
Being born at below-normal weight is associated with a lower intelligence quotient (IQ) not only in 
childhood and young adulthood, but even at age 50, according to a new study from Denmark. 
Researchers found IQ differences between underweight and normal-weight babies remained stable into 
midlife, and even within the normal birth weight range, higher weights equated with slightly higher IQ 
throughout life. (Rapaport, 5/18) 
 
Los Angeles Times: Why Exercise is the Best Medicine for Your Brain 
Given time, any brain can succumb to dementia — memories fade, thoughts scatter, basic abilities wither 
on the vine. Brains don’t come with lifetime guarantees, but there is one major step you can take to 
protect yourself from Alzheimer’s or other causes of mental decline: exercise your body. Nothing protects 
the brain quite like regular exercise, says Jennifer Heisz, a cognitive neuroscientist at McMaster 
University in Ontario, Canada. Not crossword puzzles, not supplements, not prescription medications. 
Exercise seems to beat them all, reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease or cognitive decline by about 
35% to 45%, according to the latest evidence. (Woolston, 5/18) 
 
The Associated Press: Vaccine May Cut HPV Infections, an Oral Cancer Risk, in Men 
The HPV vaccine that helps prevent cervical cancer in women also might lower the risk in young men of 
oral infections that can cause mouth and throat cancers, a new study finds. These cancers are rising fast, 
especially in men, and research suggests that HPV, the human papillomavirus, is spreading through oral 
sex. The actor Michael Douglas brought attention to this risk several years ago when he blamed his 
cancer on it. This is the first study of whether the vaccine might prevent oral HPV infections in young 
men, and the results suggest it can. No men who had received at least one dose were later found to have 
infections of HPV strains linked to cancer, but more than 2 percent of unvaccinated men had them. 
(Marchione, 5/18) 
 
Capital Public Radio: Common Lead Test Can Give False Results, FDA Warns 
Common blood tests for lead can give falsely-low results in certain cases, according to a 
new warning from the Food and Drug Administration. The tests, manufactured by Magellan Diagnostics, 
are commonly used in doctors' offices and clinics, and on its website the company calls itself "the most 
trusted name in lead testing." But the FDA now says that its tests can give inaccurate results when used 
to test blood drawn from a vein. (Greenfieldboyce, 5/17) 
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Los Angeles Times: Why You Need Your Beauty Sleep: People May Avoid You if You 
Look Tired 
It turns out that just two consecutive nights of restricted sleep can make you appear less attractive to 
others and, even worse, make them less interested in hanging out with you, according to a study in Royal 
Society Open Science. (Netburn, 5/17) 
 
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 
 
Los Angeles Times: Gov. Brown Stiffed Doctors, Dentists and Hospitals by Not 
Increasing Provider Fees with New Tobacco Tax Money 
The way Gov. Jerry Brown is proposing to spend — or not spend — the hefty new tobacco tax is an 
example of why citizens are so cynical about government and politics. In fact, it’s the sort of thing that 
contributed to the election of President Trump. No, Brown isn’t to blame for this White House misfit. But 
voters who felt kissed off by the political establishment were Trump’s electoral base. By a landslide, 
California voters — roughly 9 million — approved a $2-per-pack increase in the cigarette tax last 
November. Much of the new revenue was supposed to go toward raising fees for doctors and dentists 
who treat poor patients on Medi-Cal, the state’s version of federal Medicaid. But Brown has refused to 
allocate any of the new money for that, despite the glaring need. (George Skelton, 5/18) 
 
Ventura County Star: Medi-Cal is a Relief 
We are seeing a huge increase in the percentage of children with medical conditions who can only get 
coverage through Medi-Cal. Whenever such a child needs a work-up, procedures or treatment, it is 
almost a relief to hear that their insurance is "only" Medi-Cal. It has become fairly efficient now to get 
rapid authorization from the local Medi-Cal provider (Gold Coast) or by the special state-sponsored 
provider CCS (California Children's Services). (Dr. William Goldie, 5/16) 
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KQED: Women’s Health Clinics in California Struggle in a Shifting Healthcare Landscape 
Closures and consolidations have been increasing among community clinics that provide reproductive 
health services. Because of the health law, more women in California have coverage for a full range of 
health services through Medi-Cal. As a result, many of those women are now going to a regular doctor or 
primary care center for their family planning needs, instead of a dedicated women’s clinic. In addition, the 
state is paying these clinics less money under Obamacare. (Dembosky, 5/19) 

Kaiser Health News: California Bill Addresses Safety Concerns at Dialysis Clinics 
Saying they are concerned about safety in California’s dialysis clinics, a coalition of nurses, technicians, 
patients and union representatives is backing legislation that would require more staffing and oversight. 
The bill, introduced by Sen. Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens), would establish minimum staffing ratios, 
mandate a longer transition time between appointments and require annual inspections of the state’s 562 
licensed dialysis clinics. (Gorman, 5/19) 

KPCC: How Obamacare Helped the Self-Employed in California 
Self-employed Californians are most likely to be impacted if Obamacare is repealed, according to an 
analysis by the UC Berkeley Center for Labor Research and Education. In 2013, 885,000 self-employed 
Californians didn’t have health insurance. That number dropped to 476,000 by 2015, according to the 
analysis, which examines data from the California Health Information Survey. (Faust, 5/18) 

Ventura County Star: Critics Question Mental Health Cuts 
Critics expressed dismay and shock this week over plans to stop funding a program that connects people 
recovering from mental illness with those struggling with psychiatric disorders. Seventeen full- and part-
time jobs for peer counselors are scheduled to be lost in the Ventura County Behavioral Health 
Department, effective July 1. (Wilson, 5/18) 

KPCC: Hundreds of California Foster Children are Arrested When They Lash Out 
California's foster children are some of the state's most vulnerable people, and the trauma out of being 
separated from loved ones means they may develop emotional problems. So some might act out. In 
certain shelters and group homes around the state, that's led to children as young as 8 being arrested. 
(Duran, 5/18) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Associated Press: President's 2018 Budget to Include Paid Family Leave 
President Donald Trump's 2018 budget proposal will require states to provide paid family leave programs. 
The official said the budget will include a plan to provide six weeks of paid leave to new mothers, fathers 
and adoptive parents. The proposal expands on a campaign pledge to provide paid maternity leave, 
which Trump adopted at the urging of his daughter Ivanka. (Lucey, 5/18) 

The Hill: Dems Ask to Meet with Ivanka Trump on Women's Healthcare Issues 
Female Democratic lawmakers are asking to meet with Ivanka Trump this month to talk about women's 
health issues, such as access to contraception and maternity care. Trump, who works on women's issues 
in her father's administration, has been silent during the passage of the American Health Care Act 
(AHCA), which President Trump supports, the lawmakers said in a letter Thursday. (Hellmann, 5/18) 
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HEALTH LAW 

The Hill: Study: House ObamaCare Repeal Bill Cuts $43B in Medicaid Funds for Children 
The House GOP’s ObamaCare replacement bill would result in a cut of $43 billion over 10 years in 
funding for Medicaid coverage of children, according to a new study. The study from the consulting firm 
Avalere finds that the cuts to coverage for non-disabled children would come as a result of a new cap on 
Medicaid payments that the bill would impose, known as a per capita cap. (Sullivan, 5/18) 

Modern Healthcare: New Senate Bill Aims to Boost Medicaid Addiction Treatment Access 
A bipartisan group of senators on Wednesday introduced a bill that would allow more substance abuse 
treatment center to receive Medicaid payments. The legislation would enable treatment facilities with up 
to 40 beds to be reimbursed by Medicaid for 60 consecutive days of inpatient services. If passed, the bill 
would modify the Medicaid Institutions for Mental Disease law, which currently only allows Medicaid 
coverage for facilities with less than 16 beds. (Castellucci, 5/18) 

Reuters: Democratic Attorneys General Seek to Intervene in Obamacare Case 
More than a dozen Democratic attorneys general on Thursday sought to intervene to defend a key part of 
the Obamacare healthcare law - subsidy payments to insurance companies - which is under threat in a 
court case. The 16 attorneys general, led by California Attorney General Xavier Becerra and New York 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, filed a motion to intervene in the case pending in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. (Levin, Hurley and Abutaleb, 5/18) 

Bloomberg: House May Need to Vote Again on GOP Obamacare Repeal Bill 
House Republicans barely managed to pass their Obamacare repeal bill earlier this month, and they now 
face the possibility of having to vote again on their controversial health measure. House Speaker Paul 
Ryan hasn’t yet sent the bill to the Senate because there’s a chance that parts of it may need to be 
redone, depending on how the Congressional Budget Office estimates its effects. House leaders want to 
make sure the bill conforms with Senate rules for reconciliation, a mechanism that allows Senate 
Republicans to pass the bill with a simple majority. (House, 5/18) 

Reuters: U.S. Governors Work Senate as New Power Brokers in Obamacare Repeal 
A group of about a dozen Republican governors is pushing for its own set of national healthcare reforms, 
flexing its considerable muscle in the national debate over the future of Obamacare as the U.S. Senate 
begins writing its bill. Led by Governor John Kasich of Ohio, the governors are using a nine-page 
proposal they crafted in February as the platform to shape what they think a critical portion of an 
Obamacare replacement law should look like, according to a half dozen people who helped write the 
plan. (Aubtaleb, 5/17) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Eight Things You Can Do Now that Might Reduce Your Odds of 
Dementia Later 
It’s a safe bet that you’d like to avoid getting Alzheimer’s. But you probably haven’t done the one thing 
that could make you five times more likely to reach the age of 85 without getting the disease and 7.5 
times more likely to have suffered no memory loss or other major cognitive decline. Don’t kick yourself. 
The only way you could have achieved this spectacular risk reduction was to be born with a genetic 
variant that’s been found in fewer than 0.5% of people studied. (Ravn, 5/18) 
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WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Washington Post: Women with Advanced Breast Cancer are Surviving Longer, Study 
Says 
The number of women living with advanced breast cancer is rising substantially in the U.S., reflecting 
improved survival among all ages, according to a study. The study found that between 1992 and 1994, 
and 2005 and 2012, the five-year survival rate among women under age 50 initially diagnosed with 
advanced disease doubled from 18 percent to 36 percent. The median survival time for that group 
increased from 22.3 months to almost 39 months. For women ages 50 to 64, the survival time grew from 
a little more than 19 months to almost 30 months. (McGinley, 5/18) 

NPR: Women Skip Pelvic Exams When Told They Have Little Health Benefit 
This is a story about conflicting medical advice. One group of doctors, represented by the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, recommends yearly pelvic exams for all women 21 years of 
age and older, whether they have symptoms of disease or not. But the American College of Physicians, 
representing doctors of internal medicine, says that potential harms of the exam outweigh benefits and 
recommends against performing pelvic examinations unless a woman is pregnant or has symptoms of 
disease such as bleeding, pain or signs of infection. (Neighmond, 5/18) 

QUALITY 

The Washington Post: ‘An Embarrassment’: U.S. Health Care Far from the Top in Global 
Study 
Americans grumble all the time about the quality of our health-care system, but when we're dealing with 
serious issues, such as injuries from an auto accident or cancer, we often count our blessings that we live 
in a wealthy country that has well-trained doctors with access to the latest medical technology. Yet those 
factors don't always correlate with staying alive. That's the distressing finding from a global study of what 
researchers call “amenable mortality,” or deaths that theoretically could have been avoided by timely and 
effective medical care. (Cha, 5/18) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Ventura County Star: Mental Health Cuts That Make Sense 
The AHCA, the Republican plan to repeal and replace Obamacare, included a late amendment that 
allows states to opt out of the requirement that insurers provide Essential Health Benefits. One of those 
benefits is mental health and addiction treatment. Trumpcare also would scale back Medicaid, and 
“patients with mental health and addiction disorders will be especially hurt as they disproportionately rely 
on traditional Medicaid,” the National Council for Behavioral Health says. We find this and many other 
aspects of Trumpcare deplorable, and we hope the Senate devises a more compassionate plan. In the 
meantime, however, given the drift of our federal government, it would behoove local governments to 
review the effectiveness of their health programs and shift funding to the greatest needs, which is what 
Ventura County is doing. (5/15) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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