
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH             DECEMBER 27, 2016 

Los Angeles Times: Seven Cases of Measles Reported in L.A. County 
Los Angeles County public health officials said this week that they’re investigating seven cases of 
measles, a contagious disease that in rare cases can lead to brain damage or death. “Measles is a highly 
contagious viral disease that spreads from person to person through coughing or sneezing,” said Dr. 
Jeffrey Gunzenhauser, the county’s interim health officer. (Karlamangla, 12/23) 
 
Ventura County Star: L.A. County's Measles Not Spreading to Ventura County 
Nine measles cases are being tracked in Los Angeles County but there have been no cases of the 
contagious disease reported in Ventura County, a public health official said Friday. Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health officials said Thursday seven cases have been confirmed in the county. A 
day later, officials said two more cases had been confirmed. They didn't specify locations except to say 
the illnesses they are investigating are outside of Long Beach and Pasadena. (Kisken, 12/23) 
 
CBS Los Angeles: Thousand Oaks Doctor Arrested for Allegedly Selling 
Prescription Drugs 
The Ventura County Interagency Pharmaceutical Crimes Unit (PCU) and the Ventura Police Department 
have announced the arrest of Dr. Paul Duran for illegal drug sales. Dr. Duran, 50, was arrested Thursday 
at 1:30 p.m. Detectives from the PCU and Ventura Police Department began an investigation into the 
illicit sales of pharmaceutical drugs on the streets of Oxnard and Ventura in February 2016. (12/23) 

MEDICAID 

Capital Public Radio: The Future of Medicaid may be Found in Indiana, Where the Poor 
Pay 
To get a glimpse of where Medicaid may be headed after Donald Trump moves into the White House, it 
may be wise to look to Indiana. That's where Seema Verma, Trump's pick to run the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, comes from. And that's where she put her stamp on the state's health care 
program for the poor. (Kodjak, 12/27) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

KPCC: Do More Teens Smoke When Pot is Legal? We Still Don't Know 
Californians' vote in November to legalize recreational marijuana for adults has raised the question of 
whether it will lead to greater use among teenagers. A new survey of two states that have already 
legalized the drug doesn't provide a clear answer: it finds that use among some teenagers increased in 
one state but not in the other. (Plevin, 12/27) 
 
Capital Public Radio: A Peer Recovery Coach Walks the Front Lines of America's Opioid 
Epidemic 
Charlie is one of five peer recovery coaches at Coleman Professional Services in Lima, and at age 25, he 
is by far the youngest. Each coach works with about 20 clients to help remove some of the impediments, 
big and small, to living a drug-free life. Some clients may need help learning to socialize without drugs or 
getting a ride to their recovery meetings. (Herald, 12/27) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: One Obama Rule that Trump Should Keep: Making Sure Family 
Planning Funds Reach Everyone Who Needs Them 
A new rule from the Department of Health and Human Services makes it clear that state agencies should 
not be determining how to distribute millions of dollars of federal Title X family planning funds based on 
anything other than a health clinic’s ability to provide those services. This is a provocative but smart move 
that aims to restore federal funding for healthcare centers serving lower-income populations that have 
been disqualified by some states simply because they also provide abortions. (12/27) 
 
New York Times: The Quiet War on Medicaid 
Progressives have already homed in on Republican efforts to privatize Medicare as one of the major 
domestic political battles of 2017. If Donald J. Trump decides to gut the basic guarantee of Medicare and 
revamp its structure so that it hurts older and sicker people, Democrats must and will push back hard. But 
if Democrats focus too much of their attention on Medicare, they may inadvertently assist the quieter war 
on Medicaid — one that could deny health benefits to millions of children, seniors, working families and 
people with disabilities. (Gene B. Sperling, 12/25) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH             DECEMBER 28, 2016 

KPCC: Glitch Means Thousands could Lose Covered California Subsidies 
An error by Covered California has left about 24,000 policyholders at risk of losing their federal tax credits 
in January if they don’t give the state health insurance exchange permission to verify their income. 
Covered California is engaged in a last-minute scramble to reach those individuals and families before 
the end of the month, spokeswoman Lizelda Lopez said. For policyholders who don’t give the agency 
their consent by Dec. 31, federal tax credits will not be applied to their January premiums. That means 
they may need to pay the full, unsubsidized amount of those premiums until they rectify the situation, she 
said. (Bazar, 12/27) 
 
Ventura County Star: Ex-Football Star from Simi Fights Back after Overdose 
Langston Jackson slung arms tattooed with religious sayings over the back of a sofa, snapping the 
fingers of each hand in an offbeat cadence. His mother, Lyle, leaning forward next to him, narrated the 
journey that has at times overwhelmed them. It's a story of NFL dreams, heroin, 37 days in a coma, a 
return to college and hopes of independence. (Kisken, 12/27) 
 
KPCC: Covered California Chief Stays Hopeful about Trump's HHS Pick 
While Donald Trump's picks for the senior health positions in his administration indicate that he intends to 
follow through on his pledge to repeal the Affordable Care Act, the head of Covered California is trying to 
stay positive about the future of the health law. Trump’s nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Rep. Tom Price (R-Georgia), is an orthopedic surgeon and six-term congressman who has 
introduced several bills to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act. …Peter Lee, executive director of 
Covered California, said he’s met Price many times and is committed to finding common ground. 
(Browne, 12/26) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Modern Healthcare: Incoming Congress Immediately Will Pick Up Obamacare Repeal  
When the 115th Congress convenes in early January, they'll waste no time before launching an assault 
on key parts of President Barack Obama's signature health care reform law. A bare-bones budget 
resolution acting as a vehicle to dismantle the Affordable Care Act will get a House floor vote the week of 
Jan. 9, according to a memo from Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), the incoming chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, CQ Roll Call reported. (Livingston, 12/27) 
 
HEALTH LAW 
 
Capital Public Radio: For Many, Fewer Obamacare Choices Doesn't Mean Higher Prices 
One in five people getting health care through the Affordable Care Act no longer have a choice of 
insurers. But those markets don't have significantly higher prices than areas with competition. (Galewitz, 
12/28) 
 
Modern Healthcare: Study finds CMS' hospital readmission penalties worked under 
Affordable Care Act 
A new study, published Monday in the Annals of Internal Medicine, concluded that hospital readmissions 
across the U.S. indeed declined starting with the ACA, and that moreover, hospitals with the highest 
readmission rates before 2010 improved the most in the years following. (Whitman, 12/27) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

KQED: Stopping Suicide, with Help from the Local Gun Shop 
When health experts talk suicide prevention, gun fans often feel like their Second Amendment rights are 
under attack. But now, some gun shop owners want to be part of the solution. (Dembosky, 12/27) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Don't Squander the Chance to Make L.A. a Bioscience Capital 
The University of Southern California has a health sciences campus in northeast Los Angeles that’s home 
to the Keck School of Medicine and L.A. County-USC Medical Center but could be so much more: A 
bioscience hub, a medical tech incubator, an innovation center with enough lab space and support 
facilities to attract a critical mass of thinkers, inventors, technicians and entrepreneurs, along with the 
funding to turn ideas and experiments into new life-enhancing pharmaceuticals, medical devices and 
techniques — and jobs. As it stands now, some of the nation’s best talent in those fields is educated and 
trained here, but too often abandons L.A. for regions that offer more support and opportunities. Venture 
capital flees with them. (12/26) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH             DECEMBER 29, 2016 

Gold Coast Health Plan’s Daily Health News Report will not be published on Friday, Dec. 30 or on 
Monday, Jan. 2. Regular distribution will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

Orange County Breeze: Karen Johnson Appointed Chief Deputy Executive Director, 
Operations, for Covered California 
Covered California Executive Director Peter V. Lee announced today the appointment by the Board of 
Directors of Karen Johnson as chief deputy executive director, Operations; and the selection of Darryl 
Lewis as the first director of the Office of the Ombudsman. Johnson will manage the Administrative 
Services, Financial Management and Information Technology divisions. She will be responsible for 
ensuring Covered California’s effectiveness through the development and implementation of policies and 
procedures for all operational tasks. (12/28) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Modern Healthcare: Democrats Urge Trump to Veto Legislation Cutting Funds for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
The Democrats' letter warns that an upcoming budget resolution bill aimed at dismantling the Affordable 
Care Act would likely end guaranteed Medicare benefits by turning Medicare into a voucher, or premium 
support program. (Livingston, 12/28) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Capital Public Radio: Where Does Alzheimer's Treatment Go from Here? 
In a disappointment to Alzheimer's patients and researchers, drugmaker Eli Lilly said in late November 
that a clinical trial of solanezumab, an experimental medication to treat the degenerative neurological 
condition had failed. The company has pressed on with tests of solanuzemab, despite mixed results in 
earlier studies. The latest test, involving more than 2000 patients, found the drug didn't significantly slow 
cognitive decline in patients with mild dementia from Alzheimer's. The sad refrain is a familiar one, 
unfortunately. (Stetka, 12/29) 
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