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California Healthline: California Budget: Small Health Gains, Advocates Look to Nov. 
Ballot for Big-Ticket Items  
The $122.5 billion state budget approved this week by California lawmakers will fund a variety of health-
related efforts, including training of primary care physicians, dental care for school children and medical 
interpreters for Medi-Cal, the government-funded insurance program for people with low incomes. But 
big-ticket health items such as higher payments to Medi-Cal providers and potential Medi-Cal coverage 
for undocumented adults didn’t make it into the budget agreement for next fiscal year. (Bartolone, 6/20) 

Ventura County Star: Bodies Covered in Plastic: Trauma Surgeon from Ventura 
Responds in Orlando Massacre  
Dr. Michael Cheatham was asleep in his Orlando home, four minutes away from the Pulse nightclub. The 
phone rang. It was 2:24 a.m. Sunday. The 53-year-old trauma surgeon who grew up in Ventura didn't 
know that 22 minutes before his phone call, a man started firing a rifle into the crowd at Pulse. (Kisken, 
6/18) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: For Dems, a Stepping Stone to Common Ground on Health Care  
Bernie Sanders' "Medicare for all" plan seems even less likely now that he's all but out of the race for the 
Democratic presidential nomination, but there's a way that he and Hillary Clinton could still find common 
ground on government-sponsored health care. It's a "public option" for states to set up their own 
insurance plans that compete against private industry. Sanders helped to pass the federal legislation that 
would allow it, and Clinton, the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee, says if elected she'd work 
with interested governors to implement it. (Alonso-Zaldivar and Gram, 6/20) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Struggling for Profit Selling Health Insurance in State Marketplaces  
Oscar Health was going to be a new kind of insurance company. Started in 2012, just in time to offer 
plans to people buying insurance under the new federal health care law, the business promised to use 
technology to push less costly care and more consumer-friendly coverage. “We’re trying to build 
something that’s going to turn the industry on its head,” Joshua Kushner, one of the company’s founders, 
said in 2014, as Oscar began to enroll its first customers. These days, though, Oscar is more of a case 
study in how brutally tough it is to keep a business above water in the state marketplaces created under 
the Affordable Care Act. (Abelson, 6/19) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

USA Today: Pediatricians: U.S. Not Doing Enough to Halt Childhood Lead Poisoning  
Despite dramatic declines in childhood lead poisoning over the past few decades, the United States is 
doing too little to prevent new poisonings, the nation’s leading group of pediatricians said Monday. The 
statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, published in the journal Pediatrics, comes at a time 
when lead is receiving renewed public attention, largely due to the apparent poisoning of thousands of 
children who drank contaminated water in Flint, Mich. (Painter, 6/20) 
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Reuters: Hologic Wins Emergency U.S. Authorization for Zika Test  
Hologic Inc won emergency U.S. authorization to sell its Zika test, expanding the number of public and 
private labs that can test for the virus as health officials brace for a rise this summer in the number of 
infections. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration granted emergency use authorization for the 
company's Aptima test to detect Zika virus in human serum and plasma specimens. The test will be 
available for use immediately in every U.S. state as well as Puerto Rico and U.S. territories. (Clarke, 6/17) 

Kaiser Health News: Study Promotes Battlefields’ Lessons to Advance National Trauma 
Care  
Tens of thousands of American lives could be saved each year with a concerted national effort to emulate 
what top military and civilian trauma centers are doing, a prestigious panel of top medical experts 
reported Friday. “It is time for a national goal owned by the nation’s leaders: zero preventable deaths after 
injury,” said a committee from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine in an 
ambitious report released six days after the nation’s worst mass shooting took place in Orlando, Florida, 
ending 49 lives and injuring 53. Citing the U.S. Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment’s performance in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the report praised the special operations force for its successes in treating combat 
casualties under difficult conditions while virtually eliminating preventable deaths. (Bluth, 6/17) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The New York Times: Birth Control via App Finds Footing Under Political Radar  
A quiet shift is taking place in how women obtain birth control. A growing assortment of new apps and 
websites now make it possible to get prescription contraceptives without going to the doctor. The 
development has potential to be more than just a convenience for women already on birth control. Public 
health experts hope it will encourage more to start, or restart, using contraception and help reduce the 
country’s stubbornly high rate of unintended pregnancies, as well as the rate of abortions. (Belluck, 6/19) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Philadelphia’s Sweet Deal to Discourage Sugar Consumption  
The Coca-Cola Co. used to claim things go better with Coke. On Thursday, the Philadelphia City Council 
decided that’s particularly true of taxes. The city’s new 1.5-cents-per-ounce surcharge on sodas and other 
sweetened drinks is a sensible step toward discouraging sugar consumption, if only a first step. With the 
passage of its soda tax, Philadelphia will start charging citizens extra for buying waistline-widening 
beverages. Philadelphia’s policy may have won enactment because, unlike many failed proposals across 
the country, it channels revenue into a specific and popular cause: universal prekindergarten. Berkeley, 
Calif., which has a similar soda surcharge, also earmarks the money, in its case to community gardens 
and health programs. (6/19) 
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California Healthline: California Regulator Signs Off On $37 Billion Aetna-Humana 
Insurance Merger  
California officials don’t have the authority on their own to block the national insurance merger, but their 
decisions can be influential as the companies try to win antitrust approval from the U.S. Department of 
Justice. Shelley Rouillard, director of the state Department of Managed Health Care, said she reached an 
agreement with Aetna that should help keep future rate increases to a minimum and improve the quality 
of patient care. (Terhune, 6/20) 

San Jose Mercury News: California Rises in Child Well-Being Ranking  
With more investments in health, the well-being of California's children continued its three-year 
improvement, new data shows. At the same time, measurements in four broad categories of children's 
welfare place the Golden State in the bottom third of the nation -- 36th out of the 50 states, in an annual 
survey released Tuesday by the child-advocacy groups the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Children 
Now. California's overall ranking in children's well-being moved up two places from last year, when it was 
38th. (Noguchi, 6/20) 

The Sacramento Bee: California Initiative Backers Keep up Fund-Raising Pace  
They aren’t yet officially on the November ballot, but 10 would-be fall initiatives are being readied with 
healthy fundraising efforts. In the weeks since the May 20 deadline to submit initiative signatures, the 
campaigns pushing the measures have reported collecting more than $3.2 million. The biggest recipient 
has been the campaign to increase cigarette taxes by $2 a pack, to $2.87, with Save Lives California 
raising more than $1.1 million. (Miller, 6/20) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Warren Presses FDA to Lift Ban on Blood Donations from Gay Men  
Sens. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) are applying new pressure on the 
Obama administration to lift long-time restrictions on blood donations from gay men in the wake of the 
Orlando attacks. The two senators, who have been long-time critics of the policy, wrote to the head of the 
Food and Drug Administration on Monday blasting what they call a “discriminatory” policy. …The letter 
was signed by 22 other senators, including the vulnerable GOP Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.). A similar letter in 
the House collected 118 signatures on Monday, including five Republicans. It's the largest number of 
Republicans to back the effort in more than 10 years of Democrats trying to change it. (Ferris, 6/20) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Morning Consult: Some Democrats Aren’t Giving Up on Universal Health Care  
Democrats should push for universal health coverage ahead of the November election, several health 
care advocates urged the committee drafting the Democratic National Committee’s platform at a recent 
session focused on health policy. Their liberal health care proposals echo a similar theme from an 
environment-themed session the same day, in which activists criticized DNC members for not pushing 
harder on climate change. The hearing was part of a series of regional events held by the Democratic 
Platform Drafting Committee “designed to engage every voice in the party.” (McIntire, 6/20) 

 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W16K31-8QnMwbW2bTmDl93KQ8M0/*W2LCml28qhpk0W3k6ppL5w29w20/5/f18dQhb0S4007wj8chW12Nm3j31SDnTW67wvws4NNPmbN7gYDWvn_r9ZW8CJHpH7dQZLfW46sf_58qdy7pW49qMSM3nrYl0W2HD84W6QTDk4W4BF8QY5VLlVbW1szRn62mVGn_W4gZ-rD94RdkRW8ZLZYJ3pQv2lW2TB4tv8p6SQVW7bL_j08HhsFsW6y1NZq1WjS3-W2Y3mTz1pNl_2W3FFv3y71sw4jW915b_b1wZ46rW2zr_CS1kryJ3W16k8Cy5P_xsxW1QV0Bb2zTdBXW5bB3SW3lB4nkW79dfFj82g6ybVy63_77ZTvf2W6Gl3pW61CXxjW33RdMj62KM4RW56QlwF30-P8XW3q4jrg94JyMHW7BDh7w4YLbN6W9knC9054W60sW7f286s6gRyQ6W2nngTy7VDFFbW2xyW90862RRTW5mKx3y88Y7MgW4cNjmS6f8GFdW8K8Qxt9j-P9pW6RHM7S1XWZ7rW6Gy9MQ8GYjVSW3vhh9k1vX2XFW7Y18tR74m_RlW7S4nb54f0jDnW4T8Jwl5S4cBhVryQwL3K4n1GW5LsH-58s9LcZW3w35pc4f90S6W2NLbVM3G2PvrW4Hmsgs7VhxPVW7C8kvx16-Y23W4YD41C3qsYkBW5zfmhP9j6_gDN8Q1hqVJj1rQf5NRS7b11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W16K31-8QnMwbW2bTmDl93KQ8M0/*W2LCml28qhpk0W3k6ppL5w29w20/5/f18dQhb0S4007wj8chW12Nm3j31SDnTW67wvws4NNPmbN7gYDWvn_r9ZW8CJHpH7dQZLfW46sf_58qdy7pW49qMSM3nrYl0W2HD84W6QTDk4W4BF8QY5VLlVbW1szRn62mVGn_W4gZ-rD94RdkRW8ZLZYJ3pQv2lW2TB4tv8p6SQVW7bL_j08HhsFsW6y1NZq1WjS3-W2Y3mTz1pNl_2W3FFv3y71sw4jW915b_b1wZ46rW2zr_CS1kryJ3W16k8Cy5P_xsxW1QV0Bb2zTdBXW5bB3SW3lB4nkW79dfFj82g6ybVy63_77ZTvf2W6Gl3pW61CXxjW33RdMj62KM4RW56QlwF30-P8XW3q4jrg94JyMHW7BDh7w4YLbN6W9knC9054W60sW7f286s6gRyQ6W2nngTy7VDFFbW2xyW90862RRTW5mKx3y88Y7MgW4cNjmS6f8GFdW8K8Qxt9j-P9pW6RHM7S1XWZ7rW6Gy9MQ8GYjVSW3vhh9k1vX2XFW7Y18tR74m_RlW7S4nb54f0jDnW4T8Jwl5S4cBhVryQwL3K4n1GW5LsH-58s9LcZW3w35pc4f90S6W2NLbVM3G2PvrW4Hmsgs7VhxPVW7C8kvx16-Y23W4YD41C3qsYkBW5zfmhP9j6_gDN8Q1hqVJj1rQf5NRS7b11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W16K31-8QnMwbW2bTmDl93KQ8M0/*W48DvjM2McQ2LW9j8VVm133p8X0/5/f18dQhb0SfHt9dsSx4W8d8gSm2qwv2LV60gRZ2sNYd5Mf5tQTXD6prW39Dr-N8pCDMpW69_nxJ2yhX7mW8pmjzy96Ls6fN6bws6tZg1YNW8S24RT7dSKkCW7gCz1w25F_DhW2y4jFS6QxBVVN6b-D-SYwrcZW6RNc9V25WHrVW5CRk-z2ybXsJW2m-0rb1ksGJhW1R4_lX1V5BV8W81CYQQ7WR4qXW1Q4gzq816g8nW2qHH3f1rlS5WW28L9BP708nX7W2_ykTs70fl6pW7PJ6bd2gL-s0W56V-Qs20Y98hW1Yg1Qd2Y7Dl7W6pzHWB79pgFxW4YFc4457-WqMW3H_Pty2DzCtRW1yBHlc8ckFlLW8T2jGQ7Jm7_bW5YWZG53-L5jTW2FyWLg8DP07gN6Vsyrb1KbbsW46Nt6r8hgYBgW66Kn477MB0jhW6zHSNv1b32HcVkwshM9l7NNjW1glBkf4fHjNNW7MDpbQ5Lk3T4W1RZYHH213S3hW6Pc2NR7PwngDMVzQv-Vn7DDW8G3F8k8_z7FgW5wf9V361n6x-W1kRzSF8n0ZJkW1Ngx1f51b1JPW7LMWLQ7v-y_5W1TK9Bk8LyFMhN8fzK43VFWCxW4r8ztd5t-_-bN2sc1tgtjbJFf52hQZb04
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W18WGps5NVPpkN5Bbj-3fYrx00/*W5v9k1H3LGjtJW8plDHn5pNtqF0/5/f18dQhb0S1Xm6_rVWdV127q82M6gszW1tzSwc733SpvW1_K9WY4NWXLBW3dt1n13CxzWJW3nGQPf1KcY_yW3hMWt613M-LKW8snNq05c9WMbN4QQ70vNLP_pW9dbkDJ96SF-2W9f7lYy6DXsncVqNL9b5sRt68W442vw485fLyrW6-6ny23ZlzCdW5qzS_C2fXfH4W8qdxTC5nZsswVjH6hF4LmbV0N2y7039HfWpDW2FDPK525GW71VQKs9Z7wy2sDW47ZCJ-8B0M4YN3r42Vf29S5_VTtDcD28jq0SW2DNZMz7R7hj0W4MJ3DW78PvYMW1_9y635p8ls-W7F1_JJ72BgkVW1c9cXH5K94ZgW2XwNb97BTNCFW5Cx1Xw3rb61FMtbnFkLXt4CW6nZL4X4gl5wWW47TLwv31-ZVjW8qs3Mz801_stW5MHLXC7P9WdvW4Y2KQx8zm46VN8g4_sBc7xTvW3SNvYl4lPfYYW6gx0Tf5v604xW2SdcTJ7QVxFdW1W428g6X4f2YV6DgYq1S2DgnW2Q2klZ88mzFGW6KqXPB4mkgyyW55_4JX4ZWQ_YW8GBJPr8-DTHTN8pStq865DRbf1rW4DP03
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W16K31-8QnMwbW2bTmDl93KQ8M0/*W5HyXyY7wrRxMW8ybDl85M5CsG0/5/f18dQhb0S65P7BffcmV12v9R1wXTBlW1vr-h35gnSRrN7vN-5H8z6SKW7-Lhyj7Xh_3dVlWsqJ7zfx0ZW7YSLhn9205YQMLJYrMCjnVJW2lmnV85VL4d5W17360l64ZV_QW9537hm9c627nW1BMp3k3QyWVKW1Kx7X77TxDX1W39G5571Qd2p6W80drxH3F1bjtW6kDNxn3ZdYvJW1c9xMH8smy0cW3cH-b57RXyz5N479N68rJRcFM8-tJwVSMCxt1jPXWCCW5WjqVZ1GdkvkVWcQ7j1q0YqJW8kZ3_z4pmXNZW1KBx9R5hvY-6W3vKf5Q2xBbsMW5tDQH73sB26gVGrPKs7hCwKgVWVYFX6MZnC8W1v_rl61C9vFjW1nbY9n3FkVnNN88Sk4Y5wdV_W7gmz1W5rS3_cW3BN83b86c-kCW4yylFt9fXr56W88dDPb1PnhpcW2fbwyV44--vhW7bgWq93QSl38W5-kxXb83M41JW900fK64Vf3BcW138Txj4hPyyBW4XrQdD2VmHVSW8yzFp86v7W2QW8B1Jn83dzy2VW5Twmsx7mblMDW4JCTMl14wcypW8C0qJW4GyqfYW8Jw1ck8yfr4gW8BBPqc7VWMb7W8WLLBS6TJ1NfW6HklvZ1GB1QpW489pn76klYzH0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W16K31-8QnMwbW2bTmDl93KQ8M0/*W2SRYF-8P-sjRW1XYNKf6d4f2J0/5/f18dQhb0S8369dZyS6W779FJn4T_wCFVd0yGW4XyTsbVscX961SddPTW53DQ4N4dPbwMW1TxP_y8Xl6QDW4cv1vl8Wm1twMrNVR8wdcH0W4Dv48T6dgPkxW420LcG3BYczgW3B_r6q518RXWVXZ9s23T9dPvW5PCh023LYYXZW47KMWT2zYx9MW2J3S1j2Y-mR9W3SLYcb49JfBwW3C8bwH6lMWTcW6dPQ-22MLYfCW62ZX4-5CPQJnW2TJfM94krYJZW4DdNXj2F_VFzW3SQgn23_CV3gW3Vwbdy3c-v1LN1nnQd3QGMP0W3Njmp36HF87yW2gvtCX3NnV4FW1nJpwv26pdfjW35yblc7gD15xW27v2kq4qJRV9W3K4kkB5x5p1FW60mqHD27nBnnW4xCt2n2vkWyXN8nCVkLdPcXNW97z73r5FW2RqW4tTlTQ4SCGDYN6TfxrJc1pNtN27KxCM7Z609V94BBF6Pjq9MW3j5ST48t35b4W7q7-QQ4gSV6XW7dr9qW72YqDyW3KR3yC6CDWSyW6rH5f81cBx5XW1msc0H1McdTkW4J35Sn2N3DcnW5Dy3TG44-wgzW5MpTbg4nFWNLVzN6jV754RG5W7wQqTZ6DhfLTVVrjYx1_hbbnf5NMM0W04


 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Scientists Announce Important Zika Milestone: First Vaccine 
Ready for Human Trials  
Pennsylvania vaccine maker Inovio Pharmaceuticals and South Korea’s GeneOne Life Sciences said 
Monday that they had received approval from U.S. regulators to start testing a DNA vaccine, known as 
GLS-5700, on humans. The early-stage study will include 40 healthy subjects. It is primarily designed to 
assess the safety of the vaccine but will also measure the immune response generated by the injection. 
(Cha, 6/20) 

Reuters: U.S. to Help Fund Technology to Eliminate Zika in Blood Supply  
The U.S. government said on Monday it has agreed to help fund two pathogen reduction technologies to 
help reduce the risk of Zika virus and other infections from being transmitted through the blood supply. 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) said the funding will flow through its Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) unit, which will provide initial funding of $30.8 
million to Cerus Corp and $17.5 million to the U.S. division of Japan's Terumo Corp. (6/20) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: As Childhood Diabetes Rates Rise, So Do Costs — and Families 
Feel the Pinch: Study  
Childhood diabetes rates are on the rise, and a report released Monday pointed to the impact that the 
cost of their care could have on families -- even those who have employer-sponsored health insurance. 
The study, conducted by the Health Care Cost Institute (HCCI), found that children as old as 18 with 
diabetes who were insured through an employer-sponsored plan racked up $2,173 per capita in out-of-
pocket health care costs in 2014. That spending level was nearly five times higher than that of kids 
without the illness. (Rodriguez, 6/20) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Washington Post: How a Simple Sandwich Could Be Driving Up Drug Prices  
Doctors who ate a single meal on a drug company's tab had a higher likelihood of writing a prescription 
for the name-brand drug that was being promoted instead of equivalent drugs that were cheaper, 
according to a new study. And the more meals — or the more expensive the meals — the greater the rate 
of prescribing the pitched drug. The study, published in JAMA Internal Medicine, can't show that dinner or 
doughnuts with the pharmaceutical company caused physicians to preferentially prescribe a particular 
drug, but it revealed a striking correlation between breaking bread with a sales representative who is 
pushing a particular drug and doctors who are prescribing it. Overall, the meals received 
were modest, with an average cost of less than $20. (Johnson, 6/20) 

Stat: Supreme Court’s Ruling in Patent Case a Blow to Drug Industry  
The case had nothing to do with prescription medications and centered on the minutiae of patent law. But 
drug makers had placed the stakes of the case in dire terms. The industry’s trade group warned in its 
briefs that an Obama administration rule, challenged in the case and upheld by the court on Monday, 
“breeds uncertainty and stifles innovation” in American medicine. (Scott, 6/20) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

San Francisco Chronicle: California’s ‘Death with Dignity’ Law Urges Deeper 
Understanding of Life  
Earlier this month, a new law went into effect in California that allows doctors to prescribe a lethal dose of 
drugs to terminally ill patients wishing to die on their own terms. Prompted in large part by the experience 
of Brittany Maynard, a former Bay Area resident diagnosed with cancer who moved with her husband to 
Oregon to take advantage of that state’s lenient “death with dignity” laws, the law aims to honor what 
State Senator Lois Wolk (D-Davis) considers an individual’s freedom while providing “appropriate 
protections to prevent any abuse.” Although the public debate surrounding this issue continues to focus 
largely on the right to die, perhaps now is as good a time as any to examine the much less talked about 
issue: the desire to die. (Eric Nelson, 6/19) 
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Ventura County Star: Area Hospitals Draw Line in Sand for Aid-in-Dying Law  
California's new aid-in-dying law has pushed six of Ventura County's eight hospitals to adopt policies, all 
delivering a similar message: Can't do it here. The End of Life Option Act gives terminally ill people with 
six months or less to live the legal right to obtain medication that will end their lives. Passed last year, the 
law went into effect June 9. (Kisken, 6/21) 

California Healthline: Medi-Cal to Spend Nearly $1 Billion on Hepatitis C Drugs Next Year  
High prices for new hepatitis C drugs have forced California health officials to budget nearly $1 billion 
next year in additional payments for managed care plans to treat Medi-Cal patients infected with the 
disease. The health insurance industry calls the arrangement a “patch on the problem” of unsustainable 
drug pricing. (Bartolone, 6/21) 

California Healthline: Boeing Contracts Directly with California Health System for 
Employee Benefits  
In another sign of growing frustration with rising health costs, aerospace giant Boeing Co. has agreed to 
contract directly for employee benefits with a major health system in Southern California, bypassing the 
conventional insurance model. The move, announced Tuesday, marks the expansion of Boeing’s direct-
contracting approach, which it has already implemented in recent years in Seattle, St. Louis and 
Charleston, S.C. (Terhune, 6/21) 

California Health Report: Rising Rate of STD Infection in California Troubles Public 
Health Officials  
The rates of the most common sexually transmitted diseases – chlamydia and gonorrhea – have risen 
over the last five years in California, particularly among men and in the case of gonorrhea, and even in 
counties that have made a concerted effort to reduce the number of infections. (Stolz, 6/21) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Democrats File Discharge Petition on Zika Funding Bill  
Top House Democrats are trying to force a vote on a nearly $2 billion spending package to fight the Zika 
virus this week, signaling a dim outlook for bipartisan talks already underway. Democrats said Tuesday 
they have filed a discharge petition to bring up a Zika funding bill from the top Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Committee, New York Rep. Nita Lowey. (Ferris, 6/21) 

The Associated Press: NIH Launches Massive Study of Pregnant Women in Zika-Hit 
Regions  
Researchers are beginning a study of up to 10,000 pregnant women in Puerto Rico, Brazil and other 
Zika-hit parts of Latin America and the Caribbean, to better understand the virus’ threat. The U.S. 
National Institutes of Health announced the study Tuesday, saying researchers will enroll participants 
starting in the first trimester and compare the birth outcomes of those who become infected with Zika and 
those who don’t. (6/21) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: House Republicans Unveil Long-Awaited Plan to Replace Health 
Law  
The 37-page white paper, called “A Better Way,” includes virtually every idea on health care proposed by 
Republicans going back at least two decades. It would bring back “high risk pools” for people with very 
high medical expenses, end open-ended funding for the Medicaid program and encourage small 
businesses to band together to get better bargaining power. What the plan does not include, however, is 
any idea of how much it would cost, or how it would be financed. (Rovner, 6/22) 

Kaiser Health News: HHS Targets Young Adults in 2017 Obamacare Enrollment Plan  
About 7.9 million Americans paid a penalty for lack of coverage in 2014. The Internal Revenue Service 
has not disclosed how many paid the fine for lacking coverage last year. (Galewitz, 6/21) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

California Health Report: Fighting the Swell of Latino Dementia  
Latinos suffer from dementia at rates 1.5 times higher than whites, but not because of genetic makeup. 
Instead, the factors that contribute to Latino dementia are largely controllable. Latinos tend to suffer more 
diabetes and hypertension — conditions that left untreated can exacerbate dementia. In addition, 
socioeconomic factors like poverty, discrimination and limited access to quality healthcare also play a role 
in cognitive decline. Together, these factors can cause an infinite loop of poor health. (Perry, 6/21) 

The Washington Post: Federal Panel Approves First Test of CRISPR Editing in Humans  
A National Institutes of Health advisory panel on Tuesday approved the first human use of the gene-
editing technology CRISPR, for a study designed to target three types of cancer and funded by tech 
billionaire Sean Parker's new cancer institute. The experiment, proposed by researchers at the University 
of Pennsylvania, would use CRISPR-Cas9 technology to modify patients' own T cells to make them more 
effective in attacking melanoma, multiple myeloma and sarcoma. (McGinley, 6/21) 

The Washington Post: Google Aims to Stop Terrifying You with Its Responses When You 
Search Medical Symptoms  
Even if you're not a hypochondriac by nature, jumping on Google to do some research when you have a 
mysterious headache or cough has been enough to make you one. Both patients and doctors have 
complained about how hard it is to distinguish between real advice and the random ramblings of a 
complete quack. On Monday, Google unveiled symptom search, a new feature that offers you legitimate 
information curated by Harvard Medical School and Mayo Clinic experts. (Cha, 6/21) 

MARKETPLACE 

USA Today: Study: Americans Spend Billions on Non-Conventional Health Approaches  
Americans spend $30.2 billion out-of-pocket on complementary health approaches annually, a substantial 
percentage of the $328.8 billion spent in total out-of-pocket health care expenditures, a new study says. 
(Shedrofsky, 6/22) 
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The Associated Press: New For-Profit Medical Schools Springing Up across US  
For-profit medical schools are starting to pop up around the country, promising to create new family 
doctors for underserved rural regions. Rural states like Idaho need more general practitioners, with the 
baby boom generation aging and expanded insurance coverage under the Affordable Care Act making 
health care more accessible. But critics of the new schools question whether companies can properly 
train the nation's next crop of doctors. (Boone, 6/22) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

Los Angeles Times: Obama's Health Advisors Reject 'Right of Conscience' Challenge to 
California's Required Abortion Coverage  
The Obama administration on Tuesday rejected a “right of conscience” complaint from anti-abortion 
groups in California who objected to the state’s requirement that health insurance plans include coverage 
for elective abortions. The civil rights office at the Department of Health and Human Services said it had 
completed an investigation and dismissed several complaints after concluding California’s policy did not 
violate a decade-old rule adopted by Congress, known as the Weldon Amendment. (Savage, 6/21) 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG WATCH 

Stat: More Health Plans Want to Pay for Drugs Based on Patient Outcomes  
A survey finds that most health plans would like to pay for many of the highest-priced medicines based on 
patient outcomes. The findings suggest that insurers hope to get tougher with drug makers as 
prescription medicines, by some estimates, account for more than one-fifth of overall health care costs. In 
these arrangements, a health plan may get an extra discount from a drug maker if a medicine does not 
help patients as much as expected. (Silverman, 6/21) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

San Jose Mercury News: Surprise Medical Bills Need to Stop  
California should join New York and Florida in shielding patients from surprise out-of-network medical bills 
experienced by more than 20 percent of patients who have ER visits, surgeries or hospitalizations. The 
practice can cost patients thousands of dollars and has sent some into bankruptcy. If you've experienced 
the shock, you'll agree this has to stop. (6/21) 

Bloomberg: Maybe Pharmaceutical Reps Actually Aren't Bribing Doctors  
Is your doctor willing to sell you out for the price of a sandwich? That’s the implication a lot of people 
seem to have taken from a new study published by JAMA Internal Medicine. It looked at the prescribing 
behavior of physicians for whom pharmaceutical reps bought meals, and found that those who got even a 
meal worth less than $20 -- think Olive Garden or Potbelly, not Le Bernardin -- were significantly more 
likely to prescribe brand-name medications that had a cheaper alternative. (Megan McArdle, 6/21) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: Saving Lives and Saving Money  
As health care costs continue to rise, attention has turned to a tiny number of expensive patients like 
Meade, called super-utilizers. A program that started in Orange County has taken a different approach to 
treating Meade and other high-cost patients: Over the past two years, it has tracked them, healed them 
and saved a ton of money along the way. Meade received more than a million dollars worth of care in 
each of the two years before he entered the program, according to Paul Leon, CEO of the Illumination 
Foundation, a homeless health services group based in Irvine. Leon’s foundation runs the program, 
known as Chronic Care Plus, which has stabilized Meade and found him housing. (Gorn, 6/23) 

California Healthline: As Marijuana Legalization Initiative Heads for California Ballot, 
Health Groups Weigh in  
With an initiative to legalize marijuana in California likely heading to the November ballot, medical 
providers, health care experts and industry groups are sharply divided over the controversial measure. It 
is already legal in California to use cannabis with a doctor’s prescription. The Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
would allow adults 21 years and older to possess up to one ounce of it and grow up to six plants for non-
medical use. The initiative also would impose a 15 percent tax on recreational marijuana sales. (Ibarra, 
6/23) 

KQED: Effort to Expand Parental Leave Law Stalls in Assembly Committee  
A bill that would have expanded California’s parental leave law stalled in an Assembly committee 
Wednesday, and politics may have played a role in its demise. SB1166, from Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson 
(D-Santa Barbara), would have required employers with 10 or more employees to allow eligible 
employees to take up to 12 weeks of job-protected leave to bond with a new child. Currently, the law is 
limited to employers with 50 or more employees. The measure was a priority of the California Legislative 
Women’s Caucus. (Orr, 6/22) 

Ventura County Star: Final Steel Beam Placed in Project Designed to Transform 
Camarillo Hospital  
Blessed and covered with signatures, the 600-pound beam was guided into place Wednesday atop the 
three-story, $80 million addition at St. John's Pleasant Valley Hospital. It's the final beam, the last piece of 
steel framing in a project designed to turn an old hospital into a new one. It began with workers digging in 
the dirt a year ago. (Kisken, 6/22) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Bipartisan Talks on Zika Virus Break Down Ahead of July 4 
Recess  
Democrats abandoned negotiations on Wednesday in part because Republicans insisted that the funding 
be partially paid for by cuts to the Affordable Care Act — President Obama’s signature domestic 
achievement — and by shifting more than $100 million from the Ebola emergency fund, according to 
Democratic aides. With lawmakers headed for the exits on Thursday for a week of July 4th recess, the 
breakdown could mean that Congress will leave town once again without providing funding for Zika during 
the height of mosquito season. The virus is linked to severe birth defects in babies of some pregnant 
women who are infected. (Snell, 6/22) 
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ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Los Angeles Times: Nation's Biggest Healthcare Fraud Probe Nets 301 People, Including 
22 in Southern California  
In Southern California, five physicians were among those arrested in cases involving $125 million in 
elaborate fraud schemes that targeted Medicare and the military’s medical plan and involved medical 
billing, unnecessary procedures and high-priced specialized compound medications. The charges in 13 
criminals cases filed in federal courts in Los Angeles and Santa Ana include conspiracy, money 
laundering, kickback schemes and identity theft, according to several federal indictments. (Winton, 6/22) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: White House Slams GOP's ObamaCare Replacement Plan  
President Obama's chief spokesman on Wednesday ripped the House Republicans’ long-awaited plan to 
replace ObamaCare, calling the proposal too little, too late. “For six years now, Republicans have vowed 
to put an ObamaCare alternative on the floor of the Congress. And for six years now, they have broken 
that promise,” White House press secretary Josh Earnest told reporters. (Fabian, 6/22) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Boston Globe: He Went Abroad for Stem Cell Treatment. Now He’s a Cautionary Tale.  
When Jim Gass suffered a stroke in 2009, it soon was clear that standard rehabilitation would not repair 
the damage. Unwilling to accept life in a wheelchair, Gass decided his only option was to fly overseas for 
experimental stem cell treatment. At clinics in Argentina, China, and Mexico, doctors injected Gass with 
what they described as stem cells from several sources, including fetal tissue, in attempts to reverse his 
partial paralysis. Clinics tout the treatments online as cutting edge and curative. (Kowalczyk, 6/22) 

The Washington Post: Scientists Just Doubled the Number of Known Contagious 
Cancers  
All along the western Canadian coast, mussels are dying. Their blobby bodies are swollen by tumors. The 
blood-like fluid that fills their interiors is clogged with malignant cells. They're all sick with the same thing: 
cancer. And it seems to be spreading. For all its harrowing, terrifying damage, the saving grace of cancer 
has always been that it dies with its host. Its destructive power comes from turning victims' own cells 
against them and making them run amok. But when molecular biologist Stephen Goff biopsied these 
mussels, he found something strange. The tumor cells didn't have the same DNA as their host. (Kaplan, 
6/22) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Exclusive: Analysis Suggests Anthem Deal Could Raise Health Costs  
As questions mount over whether health insurer Anthem Inc's (ANTM.N) proposed $48 billion purchase of 
Cigna Corp (CI.N) will win U.S. antitrust approval, an exclusive analysis produced for Reuters suggests 
the merger could lead to higher costs for large companies offering workplace medical benefits. (Humer 
and Bartz, 6/23) 
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Reuters: Democratic Senators Ask Justice Department to Block Insurance Megamergers  
Seven Democratic senators urged the U.S. Justice Department on Wednesday to block two mergers of 
major health insurance companies, saying that the proposed deals would mean higher premiums and 
lower-quality healthcare for consumers. The department is reviewing Aetna Inc's $33 billion plan to buy 
Humana Inc and Anthem Inc's $48 billion proposal to buy Cigna Corp. If approved, the deals, both of 
which were announced last July, would reduce the number of national health insurance carriers from five 
to three. (Bartz, 6/22) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

Reuters: Zika Fears Sent Latin American Women Seeking Abortion Alternatives: Study  
Fearing the effects of the Zika virus on their unborn children, pregnant women in Latin America 
increasingly have sought out abortion pills online from a nonprofit aid agency, a new study has found. 
(Steenhuysen, 6/22) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Fox News: Company Offers Patients Cheaper Way to Obtain Prescription Drugs  
A New York startup company wants to make the process of obtaining prescription drugs easier and 
cheaper for patients across the nation— including those people who don’t have health insurance. Blink 
Health, founded by brothers Geoffrey and Matthew Chaiken, boasts savings of up to 95 percent on more 
than 15,000 different medications including Prilosec, Propecia and Xanax. (6/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The Critical Public-Health Benefits of the HPV Vaccine  
A decade ago, the world of medical research celebrated the introduction of the first vaccine proven to 
protect people from an identified cancer-causing agent. Studies over subsequent years affirmed the 
effectiveness and safety of the HPV vaccine and its potential to spare tens of thousands of people from 
having to suffer horrible cancers. Yet, inexcusably, pediatricians and family doctors remain reluctant to 
recommend the vaccine. A new campaign targeting these doctors aims to boost use of this lifesaving 
vaccine. (6/22) 
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California Healthline: California Insurance Commissioner Weighs in Against Aetna-
Humana Deal  
The official opinion of Dave Jones came just three days after California’s other health insurance regulator, 
the Department of Managed Care, approved the planned transaction. Just a week ago, Jones urged the 
federal government to block another mega-merger, Anthem Inc.’s $54 billion offer for Cigna Corp, also on 
competitive grounds. Jones said an Aetna-Humana tie-up would reduce competition in commercial health 
insurance markets that are already highly concentrated. “The Aetna and Humana merger has 
anticompetitive impacts that will likely result in increased prices, decreased availability of health insurance 
products, and decreased quality and access to healthcare,” Jones said. (Ibarra, 6/23) 

Los Angeles Times: Supreme Court Decision Deals Blow to Health Coverage Efforts in 
California  
The Supreme Court decision Thursday effectively blocking President Obama’s immigration programs also 
comes as a blow to California legislators who have been fighting to offer health insurance to people living 
in the country illegally. Immigrants living in the U.S. without authorization can’t enroll in Obamacare and 
make up a large portion of those who remain uninsured in California. But an unusual state policy allows 
those granted temporary relief from deportation to sign up for Medi-Cal, the state’s low-income health 
program. (Karlamangla, 6/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Modern Healthcare: Doctors, Patients Urge Legislation to Improve Hospice, Palliative 
Care  
Doctors and lawmakers Thursday touted legislation to train more providers who specialize in hospice and 
palliative care and improve options for patients with serious chronic illnesses. (Muchmore, 6/23) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Reuters: White House Threatens to Veto Republicans' Zika Funding Plan  
The administration also criticized the bill for limiting contraception access for women seeking to prevent 
Zika, which can be spread through unprotected sex. (Rampton and Cornwell, 6/23) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Colon Cancer Screening: Five Things to Know  
It’s a predictable passage in life: Hit 50, get lots birthday cards with old-age jokes, a mailbox full of AARP 
solicitations — and a colonoscopy. But millions of Americans — about one-third of those in the 
recommended age range for colon cancer screening — haven’t been tested. Some avoid it because they 
are squeamish about the procedure, or worried about the rare, but potentially serious, complications that 
can occur as a result of it. Now, an influential panel has added some new choices, aiming to get more 
Americans screened for colorectal cancer, which is the second leading cause of cancer death in the U.S. 
(Appleby, 6/24) 
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PHARMACEUTICALS 

Kaiser Health News: Filling a Prescription? You Might be Better Off Paying Cash  
Some consumers who use health insurance copays to buy prescription drugs are paying far more than 
they should be and would be better off paying with cash, especially for generics. The added cost runs as 
high as $30 or more per prescription, say pharmacists, and the money is largely being pocketed by 
middlemen who collect the added profit from local pharmacies. Cash prices started to dip below copays a 
decade ago when several big box stores started offering dozens of generics for as little as $4 per 
prescription. But as copays have risen and high-deductible insurance plans become more common, more 
consumers are now affected. (Appleby, 6/24) 

HEALTH IT 

California Healthline: 'Digital Health' Not Just for Well-Heeled Fitness Fiends  
A small but growing effort is ... aimed at using digital technologies — particularly cellphones — to improve 
the health of Americans who live on the margins. They may be poor, homeless or have trouble getting or 
paying for medical care even when they have insurance. The initiatives are gaining traction partly 
because of the growing use of mobile phones, particularly by lower-income people who may have little 
other access to the internet. (Feder Ostrov, 6/24) 

KQED: Google Glass Flopped. But Kids with Autism are Using it to Recognize Emotions  
Some children with autism struggle to understand social interactions, make eye contact or recognize 
facial expressions. So the Stanford researchers developed facial-recognition software specifically for 
Glass. The software acts as a coach, helping the kids search for and correctly identify emotions 
expressed on people’s faces. The technology could impact millions of children. In 2014, one in 68 
children was diagnosed with autism, according to a report from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. That’s up about 30 percent from the previous estimate in 2012. (Hoshaw, 6/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Cutting Healthcare Costs Shouldn't Be This Painful  
This is yet another example of the lack of transparency in medical pricing, and the fact that hospital 
charges for routine tests and procedures can be orders of magnitude more expensive than those of 
specialized clinics – although patients typically will find that out only after they’ve paid their bill and realize 
they’ve been fleeced. (David Lazarus, 6/24) 
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