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California Healthline: A New Sort of Consultant: Advising Doctors and Patients on 
California’s Aid-in-Dying Law  
Few people have the unusual set of professional experiences that Dr. Lonny Shavelson does. He worked 
as an emergency room physician in Berkeley for years — while also working as a journalist. He has 
written several books and takes hauntingly beautiful photographs. Now, just as California’s law aid-in-
dying law takes effect this week, Shavelson has added another specialty: A consultant to physicians and 
terminally ill patients who have questions about how it works. (Aliferis, 6/6) 

KPCC: New Medi-Cal Rules Ease Access to Hepatitis C Drugs  
California’s revised eligibility rules for hepatitis C drugs appear to be easing Medi-Cal patients’ access to 
the highly effective medications, according to state data. Yet even with the relaxed guidelines, the vast 
majority of those on Medi-Cal with hepatitis C still aren't getting the costly drugs, state health officials say. 
(Plevin, 6/6) 

Los Angeles Times: On California's Death Row, Too Insane to Execute  
On an August afternoon in 1984, Linda Marie Baltazar Pasnick, a 27-year-old aspiring model, was 
running errands before a fashion competition when she pulled into the drive-through at a Der 
Wienerschnitzel. (St. John, 6/5) 

The Los Angeles Daily News: 35 Years Ago, the AIDS Riddle Unraveled in Los Angeles  
The disease didn’t yet have a name, but it was spreading. So were fear and uncertainty. By the end of 
1982, it had claimed 500 lives. Experts now say that 71 million people have been infected with the HIV 
virus and about 34 million people have died of AIDS and its complications. But back then, health 
professionals and researchers didn’t know the scope the epidemic would attain. They only knew it was 
bad. “At the very beginning, there was no guidance, no playbook,” Gottlieb said. “There was a lot of fear. 
It became a political circus.” (Lucas and Abram, 6/4) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

NPR: A Permanent Fund That Could Help Fight Zika Exists, but It's Empty  
Public health advocates who are exasperated by the fight on Capitol Hill over how much to spend to 
combat the Zika virus are looking longingly at the Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA has a 
standing fund that it can draw upon when disaster strikes. The fund is replenished when the money is 
spent cleaning up from hurricanes, tornadoes and other natural disasters. If only, public health experts 
sigh. (Kodjak, 6/3) 

Reuters: WHO Emergency Panel to Meet in June on Zika and Olympics: Spokeswoman  
With debate growing over the safety of holding the Olympics in Brazil amid the ongoing Zika virus 
outbreak, the World Health Organization's Emergency Committee on Zika will meet in the coming weeks 
to evaluate the risks tied to going on with the Games in August, a WHO spokeswoman said on Friday. 
"The Emergency Committee meeting will consider the situation in Brazil, including the question of the 
Olympics," WHO spokeswoman Nyka Alexander told Reuters in response to a query. (Nebehay and 
Berkrot, 6/3) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Hill: Sanders Pressures Clinton to Back Drug Price Initiative  
Hillary Clinton is under mounting pressure from supporters of Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) to back 
California’s ballot measure aimed at reducing steep drug prices ahead of the state’s primary on Tuesday. 
The first-in-the-nation ballot measure would allow California’s health agencies to negotiate directly with 
drug companies to lower drug costs. (Ferris, 6/4) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: ‘Liquid’ Cancer Test Offers Hope for Alternative to Painful Biopsies  
A blood test to detect cancer mutations produced results that generally agree with those of an invasive 
tumor biopsy, researchers reported, heralding a time when diagnosing cancer and monitoring its 
progression may become less painful and risky. The blood tests, known as liquid biopsies, represent one 
of the hottest trends in oncology. They take advantage of the fact that DNA fragments from tumors can be 
found in tiny amounts in the blood of patients with cancer. (Pollack, 6/4) 

USA Today: Head Trauma May Have Contributed to Ali's Parkinson's  
Muhammad Ali died Friday with the Parkinson’s disease that helped define his life for the last 32 years. 
Boxing may have contributed to his illness, but genetics was likely a bigger factor, experts said. “It’s bad 
luck on top of genetics,” said Ole Isacson, a professor of neurology at Harvard Medical School who met 
Ali several times. People who lose consciousness through head trauma are at 50% higher risk of 
Parkinson’s than those who don’t, he said. (Weintraub, 6/4) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Theranos Says Only 1% of Results Affected  
Less than 1 percent of the blood test results Theranos has provided have either been voided or corrected, 
according to the company, which last month said it was canceling or altering tens of thousands of results, 
including two years of results on some of the company's proprietary machines. (6/3) 

HEALTH IT 

The New York Times: Why the Economic Payoff from Technology is so Elusive  
For several years, economists have asked why ... technical wizardry seems to be having so little impact 
on the economy. The issue surfaced again recently, when the government reported disappointingly slow 
growth and continuing stagnation in productivity. The rate of productivity growth from 2011 to 2015 was 
the slowest since the five-year period ending in 1982. One place to look at this disconnect is in the 
doctor’s office. Dr. Peter Sutherland, a family physician in Tennessee, made the shift to computerized 
patient records from paper in the last few years. There are benefits to using electronic health records, Dr. 
Sutherland says, but grappling with the software and new reporting requirements has slowed him down. 
He sees fewer patients, and his income has slipped. (Lohr, 6/5) 

 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8QRK2f4xYGhlVhKtyV9kMQP70/*W13j8H9411rQ6W5d-vT18Y8F0M0/5/f18dQhb0S2Dh6_HXFDW11jb3k1K0gDvMf6fwYmWPMWW3sXN-p3k08_lW1BzLYZ5mHspYW269SG92SFR4qW9b_-Hr6Y39FLW2psLsx24X8YjW9l8nZw7_MRnXW6CNbyJ7bjLFdN7qYdL_77W5NW1r75jm4nkd6MW1xM6dy6d5v4YW1C06Ld4HL-XNW14MJt61X8YrBW3xwBv97ccLRHW2K5LXz4Mh5jDMSC3kwFFX9hW3kVy1s5HTJ0VN7pGqlvFsrGGW3DPPqS4G1GMMW20k8wK3J5bw-W1W74g05zrFH7W9g7mgW8rFyr-W2wjvxN5J_W-6N2Pj733nwMc_W8MgbRb4Q4FF0N3_1jN7srC4XW17SS-H4-ntLFW5b2Ssc2Vy1XFW1Xtq4m4ncqyxW5jkyCM30gjzKW82X4mp18zx7pW78tfyj82MBqyW8nfvvT5CpfTnN4mFmjTfdpWMW19gYFP7NbfcCW1HjHk_4QKx6FW4x8dj52X85VwW5-mcf61qR25fW3sWMvY8JnM2KW7MGJNy7MKByZW1CdGHV44r9YKN2RWcc_scPvkW5kD2rz36ZT8pW8DdphQ7jzM19W4mP2VR9h7bfWVPWPhf9m3_lzW9c8XzK8fv4ghW7LFJvp8D5sqDW9lSm474GQ80M103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8QRK2f4xYGhlVhKtyV9kMQP70/*W2mz1nz6RHJTtW88M7VL4JT_Kb0/5/f18dQhb0S7wF6v5fl8VM_vdS5szljfN2vb0Y-GHKf5W7P4MMn41HP6SW3_Kpd55Wws5YVPyLfC7z30FBW4mhdqj2V4PQLW1jlhv47sVtfRW39FKmb71STbqW3lBZKz1p3VxdW43YPF66-LHT8N5MmZCbMYg6QW2Nx-9Z6z03dlW5FGXlZ7g2SX8W35bqV95_dk0zW58n85F392Cz6W2_8CHf3VD_RqV3471C1VR6DqW2DMXv02GkFXVN2F50jjLC1F3MnMwKNxpFycW26tDvR52MRKkVXSyGR8h3sg_W2w2tTk1m1-gPW56f2xR2wf6mXW9gCQtJ6T4q63W7nKVJr7jx5VlW6y6jDC5ZjW7JW4pXp5D7z9CV8W14KdL45yP4lWW60P23m34wynhW2RzdM86nwVrqW8hG2GP80P4RhW6vhlrv7pWYvMN7jWXzdCkchMV_6ZyZ5_jp2rW7TJcnb6ZYfBCW5Xj3lD8S12wHW3MGpTc8MHWMsW40P6wb5fCjC0W8fGn4X406mZ9W38Gkzq4x7cbyW4KvZHN8KCRt5W3-vzJc8Lj5XzW8ydhhf8Kp2YMW3PZ-n666qMk3W60_cPf3TgR5cW8Mr5Y_7znghSVMzkyW73N9NjW53pvmh6SVrXHW7qnTqw8sgLY5W4BzTrC36FBQnW8LfT2388LJ01W1yS9zX4vFW1ZW2pJD1G7-_pVqf6WBJRy02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8QRK2f4xYGhlVhKtyV9kMQP70/*VSScz-70nHmSN2Hr6JD5S-hD0/5/f18dQhb0SfHy9dZz0CW779FJn4T_wCFVdnsf88rl5LdVsc_LF1SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q4gW54p-GM31WXb5W5mZ50N54SyTQW1zNjPz7rD8N5VH57758XlyxjVtggNh4K5hm9W6JtHWt20Z16pW20Wwpt6JkBTWW28QMhK2kGpB9W76qBkj7K2GtKW89tcfY20_Z7mW6JknFh2fZRRcW77mNrF2_ws_cW1VXwcp1htg7fW1kyG682jCLNrW30fqTk1bDfxWVvXGW-70fl6pW7PJ6bd2gL-s0VGTp915F_2JdW3Yblgx7z2NMJW7vRb978qhs2fW2Fq95D22WLyBW6HBHnD6qG734W3b4MRM6PgSxBW1vC0-P1L9wp_W1hlqmK1W7nJGW85jHyY6yvPn2W1skl1k1V4MnBW1zvSZP6TwtkPW1RXyC03nbRzcW6Ww7hK6kBWZzW775z921fpkj4W1N5Y8Z7s8GYLW85rLsm7wS9dWW7gZgzQ13_CLRN64TZWDgqNQ0MfTlLH1KsWwW1Jp5LL2ykC4JW6b5LLw95LS45VXmYMN2yYHwbW31GHfx11XHq2W97cFvJ6Y74PsV5gxP09f634xW7Kmp-H1mTpk3W3vqVy14L1MlSW4Hzl_T5MWVX4111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8QRK2f4xYGhlVhKtyV9kMQP70/*W5DmVB93QVRVjW1KHdNc1Pbj-P0/5/f18dQhb0S65L2dYTs8TvWJW1f8hNTW4_qcsx79T6yWW7HKx1C364KvKW8BLtRr4TkTjtW7K6F-t85kvZBW1LPx6n42DXgvN8mJ900xdnl6W5HlWbD2JTW8PW4qd05M7NLW5qW4D7c861W78svW7t3C5G1Wdf0GW4PNyKz2T1tRwW2W6Ckv2C5FpdW1WCWV82QfQ6nVMstm47Y_CCSW50F6QB5gX_7CW2d1rys3FTYCCVc4Cc87Zfc_sW3yVZ6s6-K616V42Qts7Q91mHW30-K_48R9nLjW4QWvM77f_JTKW2lp_rw1J317CF6689bkPgWFVDxhJG4XD_5hW2H13qs28wkwTW5cWnnW2PmG2-W4KnnC_2L2S1lW443bSR6xHb_yW7y6tb14L8xX_W2BqVG-6SJQg8W91_5cX3Ry6XLW3_pP_-7RTYr-W6HH6Lw4P1b-tW6NS8VH8CG6kMW8FZ-PT10szPHV8pFRM7YNb-xVy3DnG6hyZSdW7kMjk16XyDCBW4b_7hB6kKjRHW9h891c8RfVgLW3C3rbK5JjTzyW8df0_C7fKqytW2jPBMF5PS-lZW1gfJt588LzVJVV22Wc2W9xZfVBtHv8131DNfW25hDBr5l49-H0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8QRK2f4xYGhlVhKtyV9kMQP70/*W69-hrM6cwlNMW2JvxbC3snGQ20/5/f18dQhb0S7wB2RMFdXV11S3x1vYxYkW6BjMf85WbL9-W5JxX2q32s89nW1pB5xY63rPpNW3JHGXc5CkPkJW5Cz_bf4G4y7rW7J2Z6g6cXqvGN19cWMxrqCGKVj19w_1QDB7CW78klKV8TsZQCW9cVtm-1Y_n6ZW2g563b7B7_NQW2yVldW2BbF6PW1D8grW6xMwMNW3dQ8P05vCPvZW6jY7s134nG3LW6GvvbB2szWM8Vphb4b2JctLlN4NDD52-nJxnN2Qv1j0-6lc7W115G1s1S1-7QW2XX_gT5m8bvWW67Fwr833LGtpW1QH_hs7k6XmlW4J3GHM1WN--GW38vcLr5tFBxKW8T6x8x5rqHbrW1thQkK2vvKKPW6DKz5x2hYTB4W1hZk722hD1HZW9l7kKz5JZzz7W8kl59D3xKp_WW5Z0hdb8hyQxDW1VDg-342LbflW3TjfsL1rPdgqW2Z0zzD5l-TPVW2qbn144v6qfpW3smzQ96RWJgBW7GWG8M7GDqWxW4QJj4034HFKxW7WTqX33L_Q89W6-qPHr6-3zkBW75Xkmh3ZBzgvW4yy8DX2dCxrfW718yNr8GS4DfW5pHpw92z4dtMW6jWDpc1jb6-5W53mDbg6lWq-tW927ZZ91JfzfxW47Gg9M27q5YZW9bYzMh6pnv2wW3v99Bq3lMG8wW2lj0dw1P_7NDf7Hm8bx04


 

 

 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: Are Opioids the Next Antidepressant?  
One of the most painful experiences of being a psychiatrist is having a patient for whom none of the 
available therapies or medications work. A while back, I was asked to do a consultation on just such a 
patient. This person had been a heroin addict in her early 20s. She had quit the opioid five years earlier, 
but her life was plagued with anxiety, apathy and self-doubt that prior treatments had not helped. At the 
end of the session, almost as an afterthought, she noted with irony that the only time in her adult life when 
she had been able to socialize easily and function at work was when she had been hooked on heroin. 
(Anna Fels, 6/4) 
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California Healthline: Hike in Minimum Wage Will Push Some Workers Out of Medi-Cal 
California’s decision to raise its hourly minimum wage to $15 by 2022 could have unintended 
consequences for thousands of workers who will make too much money to stay on Medi-Cal, the state’s 
health insurance program for low-income residents. Those workers will need to get health insurance 
through their employers or buy it on Covered California, the state’s Obamacare insurance exchange, or 
buy insurance, without subsidies, on the broader insurance market. (Feder Ostrov, 6/7) 

The San Francisco Chronicle: Hospital Chain Sued for Refusing to Cover Sex 
Reassignment’s Cost  
A transgender nurse sued California’s largest private hospital chain, Dignity Health of San Francisco, on 
Monday for denying him insurance coverage for hormone therapy and sex-reassignment surgery, which 
the company attributed to a “personality disorder.” …Because of the insurance denial, he said, he has 
had to pay for his own hormone therapy, and paid $7,450 for a double mastectomy last August.  (Egelko, 
6/6) 

San Francisco Business Times: Price Fight for California Drug Makers as Biotech 
Convention Rolls In  
California drug makers want to put a face other than Martin Shkreli's on the issue of drug pricing. Saying 
a price transparency bill in the state Legislature will shift money from research to paperwork, the 
California Life Sciences Association trade group is unleashing a digital campaign emphasizing patients 
and caregivers. The initiative is the latest in the rhetorical back-and-forth between legislators and the 
biopharmaceutical industry, a debate that often features Shkreli's well-documented plan as CEO of Turing 
Pharmaceuticals to increase the price of a generic drug treating HIV patients by 5,000 percent. (Leuty 
6/6) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Overnight Healthcare: NIH Headed for $2 Billion Funding Boost  
The biggest news out of the Senate's health spending bill so far is the $2 billion in new funding for the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). ... Other notable funding increases: $1.39 billion for Alzheimer's 
research, about $400 million more. $261 million for opioid abuse, about $126 million more. $300 million 
for President Obama's precision medicine initiative, about $100 million more. $626 million for antibiotic 
resistance programs, up about $53 million. (Ferris 6/6) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Reuters: From 'Hillarycare' Debacle in 1990s, Clinton Emerged More Cautious  
Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich remembers the day 23 years ago when Hillary Clinton, notebook in 
hand, came to see him and other senior Republicans to talk about "Hillarycare." It was early 1993. 
Clinton, on behalf of her husband, then-President Bill Clinton, was leading a healthcare reform drive that 
vaulted her onto the national stage. Hillarycare would famously collapse after a fierce debate. In 
interviews with Reuters, some participants looked back on it as a crucible for the Democratic presidential 
front-runner that helped shape her approach to politics and governing. (Drawbaugh and Milliken, 6/6) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

KQED: Blacks Die from Asthma at Steep Rates, but are Absent from Many Studies  
Asthma is the leading chronic disease among children, but it hits some populations harder than others. 
According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, black children are twice as likely to 
have asthma as white children. And black children are 10 times more likely than white kids to die of 
complications from asthma. A team of UCSF scientists is on a mission to understand why. The 
researchers are digging into genetic clues that may have been overlooked until now. (McClurg, 6/6) 

KPCC: Despite Prince's Death, Fentanyl Still a Rarity Among Opioids  
The high-profile overdose death of Prince has put the opioid fentanyl in the spotlight, but while it accounts 
for a number of deaths in Southern California it makes up a very small portion of the overall opioid 
market. Nationally, doctors wrote 6.5 million Fentanyl prescriptions last year, compared with nearly 100 
million prescriptions for the more common opioids Vicodin and Norco, according to IMS Health, which 
tracks drug sales. Fentanyl is typically used to treat pain during late-stage cancer and other end-of-life 
situations. It is extremely potent, up to 100 times stronger than morphine. IMS Health does not have a 
breakdown of prescription sales by state. In California, the number of overdose deaths from fentanyl track 
about the same as the drug's share of sales. (Aguilera, 6/6) 

The Washington Post: Biden Unveils Launch of Major, Open-Access Database to 
Advance Cancer Research  
Vice President Biden on Monday announced the launch of a first-of-its kind, open-access cancer 
database to allow researchers to better understand the disease and develop more effective treatments. 
The Genomic Data Commons, a part of the National Cancer Institute, contains the raw genomic and 
clinical data for 12,000 patients, with more records to come as researchers contribute to it, he said. 
Besides detailed analyses of the molecular makeup of cancers, the database has information on which 
treatments were used and how patients responded. (McGinley, 6/6) 

The Washington Post: Behind the Scenes of a U.S. Superbug Discovery that Made 
Headlines around the World  
Microbiologist Patrick McGann knew he had identified a dangerous germ. He just didn’t know how 
dangerous. In mid-May, a colleague had found a strain of E. coli bacteria from a 49-year-old 
Pennsylvania woman that tested positive for resistance to a drug called colistin. That’s the antibiotic used 
when all others fail. McGann, whose job is to prevent outbreaks of new pathogens in the U.S. military’s 
sprawling health-care system, wasn’t yet alarmed. Sometimes mutations occur spontaneously that make 
bacteria resistant to an antibiotic. It would be a completely different problem, though, if the bacteria turned 
out to carry a certain colistin-resistant gene called mcr-1. (Sun, 6/6) 

The New York Times: New Opioid Limits Challenge the Most Pain-Prone  
If you’ve come to rely on opioids for chronic pain, as a growing proportion of older adults has, you may 
have noticed that the drugs are becoming more difficult to get. Something had to be done, surely: More 
than 165,000 people died from overdoses from 1999 to 2014. But recent restrictions on access to these 
painkillers are likely to disproportionately affect the elderly — despite the fact that abuse and misuse of 
these painkillers have historically been lower among older patients than younger ones. (Span, 6/6) 
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NPR: Febrile Seizures after Childhood Vaccines are Rare, Study Finds  
A seizure caused by a fever in a young child can be terrifying, and some parents worry that the 
occasional fever that can follow a vaccine may cause one. But febrile seizures after vaccines are rare, a 
study finds, affecting 3 children out of 10,000. And children almost always recover completely. The study, 
published Monday in Pediatrics, found that only a few vaccines or vaccine combinations increase the risk 
of febrile seizures. The pneumococcal vaccine given alone increases the risk, and so does the flu vaccine 
if given at the same time as either the pneumococcal vaccine or DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis) 
vaccine. (Haelle, 6/6) 

MARKETPLACE 

USA Today: John Oliver Buys and Forgives $15 Million of Debt  
"It is pretty clear by now (that) debt buying is a grimy business, and badly needs more oversight, because 
as it stands any idiot can get into it," Oliver said. "And I can prove that to you, because I'm an idiot, and 
we started a debt-buying company. And it was disturbingly easy." How easy? Well back in April they 
spent just $50 to start the company. "We called it Central Asset Recovery Professionals, or CARP, after 
the bottom-feeding fish." With an official company and a website at his disposal, Oliver was offered nearly 
$15 million of medical debt from Texas for less than half a cent on the dollar, or less than $60,000. 
(Lawler, 6/6) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Charlotte Observer: Alka-Seltzer Can Cause ‘Serious Bleeding,’ FDA Warns  
The FDA said Monday that over-the-counter antacid products, commonly taken for heartburn and upset 
stomach, that contain aspirin can cause “serious bleeding.” It said that although such cases are rare, 
there have been eight new cases of serious bleeding since the FDA issued a warning in 2009. (Welsh, 
6/6) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Rep. Brooks: House Republicans Have Acted on Zika Virus  
There is no doubt about it, we must act now to address the threats that Zika virus poses to our national 
health. It’s a crisis, similar to the one we experienced two years ago when the outbreak of Ebola in West 
Africa necessitated an immediate response. In truth, any future biological threat will cause a national 
health crisis until our national strategy for preparing for and protecting against biological threats is more 
proactive. We can’t continue to respond from crisis to crisis. Since the 2014 Ebola outbreak, despite steps 
taken by our hospitals and others to better prepare for biological threats and public health emergencies, 
our nation remains largely reactionary in its response. (Rep. Susan W. Brooks, 6/6) 
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California Healthline: Youth Film Contest Seeks to Reduce Stigma of Mental Illness 
The program, funded by Prop. 63 “millionaire’s tax,” has led to the creation of more than 1,600 videos in 
35 counties across California. Participants say it has heightened their sensitivity. (Ibarra, 6/8) 

KPCC: How the Assisted Suicide Law in California Works  
California's assisted suicide law takes effect Thursday. ... You must ask your attending doctor for the 
lethal drugs two times orally and once in writing. The two oral requests have to be at least 15 days apart, 
while the written request has to be made on a special form and it needs to be witnessed by two people. At 
least one of those people cannot be a relative or someone who is going to benefit from your estate. You 
must then discuss this decision with your attending physician without anyone else present. (6/7) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Sweeping Overhaul of Nation’s Chemical-Safety Laws Clears Final 
Legislative Hurdle  
In reauthorizing the 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act on a voice vote, lawmakers are providing 
chemical manufacturers with greater certainty while giving the Environmental Protection Agency the 
ability to obtain more information about a chemical before approving its use. And because the laws 
involved regulate thousands of chemicals used in products including furniture, sippy cups and detergents, 
the measure will affect Americans’ everyday lives in ways large and small. (Eilperin, 6/7) 

Stat: Senate Panel Approves Funding Bill With Big Boost to Fight Opioid Epidemic  
A key Senate panel approved a health funding bill Tuesday that would nearly double the federal support 
for fighting the nation’s opioid epidemic. The 2017 funding bill unveiled by Senators Roy Blunt of Missouri 
and Patty Murray of Washington, who head the subcommittee that oversees health spending, would 
increase spending for addressing opioid abuse to $261 million. That’s up $126 million from last year, a 93 
percent increase. (Scott, 6/7) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Hill: Trump’s Healthcare Plans Trouble GOP  
Donald Trump’s inconsistencies on health policy are baffling experts and deepening the doubts that 
conservatives have about his candidacy. The presumptive Republican presidential nominee has put 
forward a healthcare plan on his campaign website that leaves out many of the bolder promises he has 
made during debates and speeches. (Sullivan 6/8) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Bloomberg: U.S. States That Embraced Healthcare Reform are Seeing Less Debt Sent to 
Collection Agencies  
Early evidence suggests that the Affordable Care Act is working — at least in one important respect, 
according to researchers at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. And they've found a big difference 
between indebtedness trends in states that embraced the Medicaid expansion versus the ones that did 
not. (Kawa, 6/7) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: New Research Finds Low Risk of Zika Virus at Olympics  
New research attempting to calculate the risk of the Zika virus at the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro may 
reassure organizers and many of the more than 500,000 athletes and fans expected to travel to the 
epicentre of the epidemic. Controversy about the global gathering in August has grown as more about the 
disease becomes known. ... One Sao Paulo-based research group predicted the Rio Olympics would 
result in no more than 15 Zika infections among the foreign visitors expected to attend the event, 
according to data reviewed by Reuters. (Steenhuysen, 6/7) 

Reuters: Synthetic Drugs Pose Alarming U.S. Overdose Risk: DEA Chief  
Synthetic designer drugs, especially synthetic opioids like fentanyl implicated in the death of pop star 
Prince, pose an "unprecedented" threat for U.S. overdoses and deaths, especially among youth, the 
country's top anti-drug official said on Tuesday. (Harte, 6/7) 

NBC News: People Overdosing on Diarrhea Drug, FDA Says  
Too many people are overdosing on a diarrhea drug that has opiate-like effects, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration said Tuesday. Many are accidental overdoses but people also report taking the drug, 
called Imodium, on purpose to help curb cravings for highly addictive opioid drugs. …High doses of the 
inexpensive and widely available medicine can make patients feel a high, said Dr. William Eggleston, a 
toxicologist at SUNY Upstate Medical Center, who helped write a report published in the Annals of 
Emergency Medicine about two men who died after abusing Imodium. (Fox, 6/7) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Hill: AHIP Undergoes First Major Overhaul Since 2003  
The top health insurance lobby on Tuesday announced an overhaul of its membership fees, less than one 
year after losing two of its biggest members. America’s Health Insurer’s Plans approved the first “major 
restructuring” since 2003, the group wrote at the bottom of a statement announcing its new chairmen. ... 
The powerful lobby, which worked closely on ObamaCare, has been seen as losing clout. Over the last 
year, AHIP lost both UnitedHealth Group, the nation’s largest insurer, and Aetna, the second-largest. 
(Ferris, 6/7) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Kaiser Health News: FDA Eases Paperwork to Help Some Patients Get Experimental 
Drugs  
The Food and Drug Administration removed an obstacle from of its “compassionate use” policy this 
month, eliminating some paperwork that physicians must do to obtain experimental drugs for some 
patients with immediately life-threatening illnesses. Doctors will now file an application for FDA approval 
that contains just 11 questions, 15 fewer than the old form. They should be able to complete this new 
version in 45 minutes, the FDA said. The new form is simpler because it was designed for individual 
patients, replacing an all-purpose format that had been used by doctors acting on behalf of individuals or 
small or large groups of patients. (Bluth, 6/8) 
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The Washington Post: New Blood Test May Be Able to Find Best Antidepressant Match, 
Study Says  
British scientists took a major step toward bringing personalized medicine to mental health on Tuesday, 
announcing that they developed a blood test that can accurately predict whether you'll respond to the 
conventional, commonly prescribed antidepressants on the market. This is important because about half 
of patients who try them don't respond to first-line antidepressants and often spend months struggling to 
find the right drug. Doctors also have not had a lot of tools to help them create more personalized 
individual treatment plans. (Cha, 6/7) 

HEALTH IT 

The New York Times: Microsoft Finds Cancer Clues in Search Queries  
Microsoft scientists have demonstrated that by analyzing large samples of search engine queries they 
may in some cases be able to identify internet users who are suffering from pancreatic cancer, even 
before they have received a diagnosis of the disease. The scientists said they hoped their work could 
lead to early detection of cancer. Their study was published on Tuesday in The Journal of Oncology 
Practice by Dr. Eric Horvitz and Dr. Ryen White, the Microsoft researchers, and John Paparrizos, a 
Columbia University graduate student. (Markoff, 6/7) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Why Shouldn't Medicaid Money Treat Poverty Too?  
Poverty in the U.S. seems intractable, even as safety net spending rises each year. Most policy makers, 
meanwhile, remain locked in trench warfare over whether to increase spending further or cut it, launch 
new programs or restrict current ones. But what if states had more flexibility to move federal dollars 
between antipoverty programs -- not to increase spending or cut it, but to find its most effective use? 
(Oren Cass 6/7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: State Legislators Push Bill to Inform Patients of Drug Company 
Discount Programs  
California lawmakers are lining up in support of a bill that would require health plans to provide 
information about patient-assistance programs for expensive prescription drugs to enrollees who drop or 
lose their coverage. The programs are funded by pharmaceutical companies and offer people financial 
aid for brand-name drugs. They provide the aid to both the uninsured and to people with health coverage, 
particularly those who are struggling to afford their share of expensive specialty medications. (Feder 
Ostrov and Terhune, 6/9) 

Los Angeles Times: What We Know about Physician-Assisted Death from Oregon, by the 
Numbers  
Oregon was the first state to allow patients with terminal illnesses to request medications that would end 
their lives. Though other states have since adopted similar laws, Oregon remains the best guide for what 
to expect in California when physician-assisted death becomes legal in the state Thursday. Here are 
some statistics about who has taken advantage of Oregon’s aid-in-dying law since it took effect in 1998. 
(Karlamangla, 6/9) 

The Associated Press: New Smoking Age to Take Effect in California  
Andrew Rodriguez was 15 years old when he smoked his first cigarette. He knows how addictive smoking 
can be and hopes a new California law raising the smoking age will discourage young people from taking 
up the habit. “I think it’s better,” said the 21-year-old chef-in-training from Los Angeles. “I just hope they 
don’t raise the drinking age.” Beginning Thursday, smokers have to be at least 21 to buy tobacco 
products in California. (Chang, 6/8) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: HHS Announces Plans to Curtail Consumers' Use of Short-Term 
Insurance Policies  
The plans, designed for people in between jobs or in need of temporary insurance until they secure a 
regular policy, are cheaper than regular insurance plans. But they also can lack features that the health 
law requires for other policies, such as coverage for preexisting medical conditions, maternity care and 
prescription drugs. In addition, insurers are allowed to refuse to sell short-term plans to people they think 
will run up large medical costs, and insurers can also cap the maximum amount they will pay. Both 
practices are banned for regular policies under the health law. (Rau, 6/9) 

The Associated Press: Senate Agrees to Negotiate with House over Zika Funding  
The Senate voted Wednesday to move ahead with negotiations with the House on a measure to fund the 
government’s fight against the Zika virus. The 93-2 vote paves the way for potentially tricky talks over how 
much money to provide to battle Zika and whether to pay for it with cuts elsewhere in the budget as 
demanded by House GOP conservatives. The virus can cause grave birth defects and can be spread by 
mosquitoes native to large swathes of the country. (Taylor, 6/8) 
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The Hill: Administration Moves to Strengthen ObamaCare Marketplaces  
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on Wednesday announced a range of steps aimed 
at improving the health of the ObamaCare marketplaces. The moves are aimed at improving the mix of 
healthy and sick enrollees, known as the “risk pool.” (Sullivan, 6/8) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: Drug That Killed Prince is Making Mexican Cartels Richer, U.S. 
Says  
The drug that killed Prince has become a favorite of Mexican cartels because it is extremely potent, 
popular in the United States — and immensely profitable, American officials say. Law enforcement and 
border authorities in the United States warn that Mexican cartels are using their own labs to produce the 
drug, fentanyl, as well as receiving shipments from China. Then the cartels distribute the substance 
through their vast smuggling networks to meet rising American demand for opiates and pharmaceuticals. 
(Ahmed, 6/9) 

The Associated Press: Study: Most Antidepressants Don't Work for Young Patients  
Scientists say most antidepressants don't work for children or teenagers with major depression, some 
may be unsafe, and the quality of evidence about these drugs is so bad the researchers cannot be sure if 
any are truly effective or safe. In the biggest analysis yet conducted of previously published studies, 
researchers studied 14 antidepressants and found only one drug that seemed to be useful. (Cheng, 6/9) 

The Sacramento Bee: Flea Tests Positive for Plague in South Lake Tahoe Area  
Fleas from an chipmunk found in the South Lake Tahoe area have tested positive for plague, according to 
El Dorado County public health officials. The flea sample was from one of three rodents trapped in the 
Fallen Leaf Campground area during routine plague surveillance May 18, according to a county Public 
Health Division news release. State test results confirming plague were received June 2. (Locke, 6/8) 

Reuters: FDA Panel Backs Approval of Pfizer's Opioid Painkiller  
A U.S. advisory panel on Wednesday recommended approval of Pfizer Inc's long-acting opioid painkiller 
Troxyca ER, saying it dulls pain and its design could deter abuse by addicts in search of a quick high. The 
panel, however, had reservations about the drug's ability to curb all forms of abuse, voting against a claim 
that it deters oral abuse while endorsing claims of deterring injecting or snorting the drug. Troxyca ER 
contains oxycodone and naltrexone, a drug designed to cancel the effect of oxycodone. When taken as 
directed, the naltrexone remains hidden and does not diminish the effect of the oxycodone, which is 
released over time. (Clarke, 6/8) 

KQED: One Genetic Cause Found for Progressive Multiple Sclerosis  
One of the most severe form of multiple sclerosis (MS) is sometimes caused by the malfunction of a 
single gene, NR1H3, a group of researchers from the University of British Columbia reports in the journal 
Neuron. Some 60-70% of people with a certain type of mutation in this gene will end up with primary-
progressive MS (PPMS), a particularly nasty form of the disease. (Starr, 6/8) 
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PHARMACEUTICALS 

Modern Healthcare: Drug Companies Play Offense to Justify High Price Tags  
The transition to a value-based reimbursement system has put pressure on all sectors of the healthcare 
industry to justify the prices they charge their customers. The biopharmaceutical industry, which has long 
been under the spotlight for the six-figure price tags on their newest products, dedicated significant time 
at the annual Biotechnology Industry Organization meeting this week discussing their own transition from 
volume to value. High-cost biologics have been grabbing headlines for decades, but the issue has come 
to a head in recent years as the Affordable Care Act has placed increased pressure on government and 
private insurers to hold down costs. (Kutscher, 6/8) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Big Pharma Bombshell: Judge Finds Merck Lied in Patent Trial, 
Overturns $200-Million Verdict  
The public doesn’t have a very high opinion of drug manufacturers for various reasons, and now federal 
Judge Beth Labson Freeman of San Jose has provided another one. Finding that Merck & Co. lied to a 
business partner and to the court itself, Freeman this week threw out a patent infringement judgment 
Merck had won against Gilead Sciences, and overturned a $200-million jury award in the case. This is a 
big deal, involving one of the most profitable drugs on the market today—Gilead’s blockbuster Sovaldi 
treatment for the hepatitis C virus—and the world’s fourth-largest drug company Merck. (Michael Hiltzik, 
6/8) 
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Los Angeles Times: Opponents Sue to Overturn California's New Aid-in-Dying Law  
As a law went into effect Thursday allowing physicians to prescribe medicines to terminally ill patients to 
hasten their deaths, a group of doctors tried to overturn it in court. The Life Legal Defense Foundation, 
American Academy of Medical Ethics and several physicians have filed a lawsuit in Riverside County 
Superior Court claiming that the state’s new aid-in-dying law is unconstitutional. The End of Life Option 
Act allows patients with less than six months to live to obtain medicines from their doctor that would kill 
them. On Thursday, California became one of five states in the U.S. where the practice is legal. 
(Karlamangla, 6/9) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Rarity in Senate: Health Bill Advances with Bipartisan Support  
The Senate Appropriations Committee on Thursday advanced its health spending bill to the Senate floor, 
drawing bipartisan support for the measure for the first time in seven years. (Sullivan 6/9) 

The Washington Post: Investigators: Consumers are ‘At Risk of Illness or Death’ 
Because of Slow FDA Food Recalls  
The Food and Drug Administration did not force a recall of tainted peanut butter that caused salmonella 
poisoning in 14 people until 165 days after confirming the contamination, the agency’s watchdog said in 
report released Thursday. And in a similarly alarming case, it took the government 81 days to recall a 
variety of cheese products made by a Virginia firm — after eight people had fallen ill from a bacteria in the 
food and a baby died. This lax approach to food safety put consumers “at risk of illness or death” after 
testing showed the food was potentially hazardous, investigators for Inspector General Daniel R. 
Levinson at the Department of Health and Human Services, the FDA’s parent agency, wrote in a rare 
urgent warning. The “early alert” called the issue a “significant matter” that “requires FDA’s immediate 
attention.” (Rein, 6/9) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Why do Health Costs Keep Rising? These People Know  
The Geisinger Health Plan, run by one of the nation’s top-rated health care organizations, foresees 
medical costs increasing next year by 7.5 percent for people buying insurance under the Affordable Care 
Act. So when Geisinger requested a rate increase of 40 percent for 2017, consumer advocates were 
amazed. And Kurt J. Wrobel, Geisinger’s chief actuary, found himself, along with other members of his 
profession, in the middle of the health care wars still raging in this political year. Actuaries normally toil far 
from the limelight, anonymous technicians stereotyped as dull and boring. But as they crunch the 
numbers for their Affordable Care Act business, their calculations are feeding a roaring national debate 
over insurance premiums, widely used to gauge the success of President Obama’s health care law. 
(Pear, 6/9) 

The Hill: Health Chief Makes Case to Insurers for ObamaCare Marketplace  
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Sylvia Mathews Burwell on Thursday sought to calm the 
nerves of health insurers increasingly in doubt about the fate of the ObamaCare marketplace. (Ferris 6/9) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: WHO Says Delaying Pregnancy Option for Women in Zika Areas  
In response to the WHO's new guidelines, the CDC said health care providers should discuss Zika's risks 
and how to prevent infection, and provide information about contraception. "As part of their pregnancy 
planning and counseling with their health care providers, some women and their partners residing in 
areas with active Zika virus transmission might decide to delay pregnancy," the agency said in a 
statement. (Neergaard, 6/10) 

The Associated Press: More Americans are Dying Each Year by Accident  
Accidents are killing more Americans each year, increasingly from overdoses and falls. A new report from 
the National Safety Council said that in 2014, more than 136,000 Americans died accidentally. That’s up 
4.2 percent from the year before and a jump of 15.5 percent over a decade. And the accident rate has 
risen despite a 22 percent plunge in car crash deaths since 2005. Overdose and accidental poisonings 
are up 78 percent over a decade — pushing aside car crashes as the No. 1 accidental killer in the U.S. 
(Borenstein, 6/9) 

MARKETPLACE 

ProPublica: Who Makes Sure Hospital Mergers Do No Harm? Almost Nobody.  
Mergers have become commonplace as hospital mega-chains increasingly dominate the American 
health-care market. But these deals often go unscrutinized by state regulators, who fail to address 
potential risks to patients losing access to care, according to a new report released today. MergerWatch, 
which analyzes the hospital industry and opposes faith-based health care restrictions, surveyed health 
care statutes and regulations in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. It found that only 10 states 
require government review before hospital facilities and services can be shut down. Only eight states and 
the District of Columbia mandate regulatory review when hospitals enter into more informal partnerships 
rather than full-scale mergers, closing a loophole that exists in other states for deals to pass with minimal 
state oversight. (Lee 6/9) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Kaiser Health News: Customers’ Pot Smoking May Not Be a Deal Breaker for Life 
Insurers  
If you smoke marijuana and you’re shopping for life insurance, chances are you can find a company that 
won’t penalize you for your habit, but you may have to weed out several insurers to find the best policy. 
Eighty percent of the 148 underwriters who were surveyed by reinsurer Munich Re at the Association of 
Home Office Underwriters annual conference last year said their company factors marijuana use into its 
decisions on how to price policies and whether to offer coverage. Yet, of those, 29 percent classify 
marijuana users as nonsmokers, potentially allowing them to qualify for the best nonsmoker rates. How 
often recreational users smoke pot is a key question for life insurers. At Prudential, for example, people 
can get high as often as three times a week and still qualify for nonsmoking rates. Someone who admits 
to smoking four to six times per week would have to pay a bit more, while anyone who uses marijuana 
daily wouldn’t be offered a policy, said Thomas Farrell, vice president of life underwriting at Prudential’s 
individual life insurance business. (Andrews, 6/10) 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N77JhtYW1lY0W3B-5Fs5xSDcN0/*W8N9cHR3XLbZLW8_D3ZH89Ffyl0/5/f18dQhb0SfHB9dZy7bW779FJn4T_wCFVd7tgK1qwvx2Vsd5m21SddPTW6kfXXk5p9tGHW7rD8Mv8Xl-wXN4dPWzgKnmGHW8Y_VKm30Qs6KW54BRsc30HJsLN1Wwlv9qNBjBW8VCGg21BMBwSW2KpFpJ4gsg6rW33FHmt1T1SScVKzmM7558TWJW7w4nHn7wB3TZN2MTPSyKng6qW1Wg4bj6Xp3fFN58rpH9GXfnqN6DnZbZhB52RW1pG7Lt61LHxLN5thy6HV8Zt-N1nj43nN01f-V4CHRS49z-4PN2MV0Xm5w8jDW1njMtB6HF86mW2gvtCX3NnV4FW1nJpwv26pdfjW35y0S033Ylw1V8JgyQ6N9_7TW5rZ0j23klk2qW4Wsf0j8n6HXCN4p3HXyMLkzsW64yYwn28K0BcW3b9Yby8q-_rRN2yl0McdFsmZW6MZZ-v5z4PfYV8HVxY97YGjhM-53Bb_c-NrW3LJX931pqJHCW7q7-QQ4gSsGhW7dr9qW72YqDyW3KR3yC6CDWSyW6rH5f81cBx5XW1msc0H1McdTkW4J35Sn2N3DcFW7MnCZN6Jjs_qW5RlL_96jWzWhVB2P_15lJSTtW6pB_gg3XrCB6F1MTDV2dpvKdWycg803
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N77JhtYW1lY0W3B-5Fs5xSDcN0/*W7sYCP66670PRW1qCZ8D7C-RPZ0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2WJLfhW12hmNx5VRw7gN6hxmJzbYH4nW4lcckv2HPyK9VKM8fv5nHTlsW5ww_G17YdpKGW5pdcLp6mDCXFN20VR39zGJxcN1xYrfYkHNMHW1flNYl8cvCwxW8fpWzn72K4t7W1LK8hn9hvy8cW1_c_ZJ84Y2XbN43KX15KLtjKW8NfwbF1lQbtYW5hFJHr3BHWD3W33fS-p1fV3KfW1-L4_b8f9zkVW6tNWxV2prXYCVhVXjT2wqhQxVk36fl7XTbzrW6c7CYv640jk4M6lLZlTbJgyW1yvmpN3LV7fKN3CGh79vLxdPN3Xp8VMwLhPzW7zxX4f8f3_2kW8Gmjwd1Kvw5BV-2Kgz8yKWQvW3frSH91WZ8JPVnwP_W47jSvbW4MHNHG4pnhkvW6YpFHM4dMbRPW47-vfF8lr5NhW88wvfc5WJ_22W7Jbv_W1pvZF-W8LSTzJ3q_nTKW7LmGPw2VC_h0W4KJLwb6CQ9sjW184bN66r0hmqW4FyC5t67X0f0W8YlDjQ6by78tW3w7Qx53YRf9qW4v3Jfk4B2xdYW2bCNk91SfmvtW1_7mMN5KLXkJW56430b5QpgD4W65LVqF3r3Kr0W7xf-4S2RspTMN2Z0mbFMPQvVW39hqH-4qHm5VW7qZT3y6_zj5gW4FzY4567q7XfW6ZzBp_9k3YpGW5yNxX82xL3kpV30F2K8DcFkb103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N77JhtYW1lY0W3B-5Fs5xSDcN0/*W7VGx1q8K7PXHW6pyYlX4tchNt0/5/f18dQhb0S3j12dYCpGTvLh44-BHTtW4ZqL9J1tHHQXV_NTvj3NmTQDW5Pk5DC8v9zjMW5CGxZ17ZlvJtN3HJh1hh8yCFW54216m7dwm2ZW2lqmx27CVXtqW7cs38P38dbytW8knM_r96d1jwW4BbGxk1hPcgNW5CzRng5M_DjWW5n8qMR5xRFt6W6zTmVz4NnmMBVDK_ll2-rf1VN508n8-JVKtcN39YLhg3ZSpPW1r1H7g1fKpR6N4MRwGW65FPgW5TfcKd40NhdtW7RPMHC8jpRlSW6cp81x5W5xc-W1p8p1r3k6RY6W5Qfphd3YKN4yW2SrWfv3FJd9qW3k04gg7HT4pVW6ZkMVs2vR4hGW79gdyg8q7YdmW1BKXsn7dVWVBN8MgpqHQrjlyVCJN4F7V53cBW2NWVK51nRL7xVqTBnY2MrQg7W5DzKZv3fwcZNW6wpbQk207k-nW8JM_Vc340HzfW3RSRSb8CBDxKW5tRrnc6gv9BTW6hPX2l3g-DFpW6Xs1bc6pGh-0W7984fN1D021_W82SLZD92N5sKV856qr4jDPz9W7tyMp75bpdz7W84hZkH4GhVCcN9d5ZPnHBLSyW82zL3T93ktnyW6kcTq58LmZL4W7jQl-j8QxG4Xf6bC9Bm02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N77JhtYW1lY0W3B-5Fs5xSDcN0/*W845Jmg9jv9_RW7VTJz_7qBTy60/5/f18dQhb0S9r99jx83zW8d8gSm2qwv2LM63LFmKfMg1Mf58fKXD6prN39Dr-yYgcQQW2yZ4jX6cc-82W7dDzGr6QrC8DW6bV_R_7c-qCDW2yG_Ct5DbjpRVcPr0z634bqlW3CLp1R4Dl80gW4D1yN543MkXMW10w9Qv3lGWyZW5PyB7B8fdCXKW69jGYj5Cxql9W5khzsZ5mjRwzW5RTjh269HFTTN5gTm0KdtzfgW3v7CBP3Wlz2MN5RW_76kYpRkW2StQ5c6DGDBzW8tzC3F8q-1tWW8WjZwY6cCj0DW5K_zXK3lj2tvW3blhRk3YdThqW3-VLB25jkrJjW419DNP8gF-vgW6bG0_c5G7WrpW8qxRcv8l0whdW5mR0tz3PsqggMPGHJHX_Rc9VZ3V0j17Vg8XW8hLk415K_8dbW8Cq3r33x6WywW6dDN-58xWZcvW190nCw3F1qrDVk8xjr7KvtQdN6dTjkWrPpMvVrJh2D4ky1j-VSy2Z45wf9V3W61n6x-1kRzP4W3hYN2W5hfR42W8jkrch2rZdf7N7h6XsmN6WTrW48H5dL6rbh4jW5qZc7y7mM8N4MmRw3g9ZLhndLTl8f11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N77JhtYW1lY0W3B-5Fs5xSDcN0/*W845Jmg9jv9_RW7VTJz_7qBTy60/5/f18dQhb0S9r99jx83zW8d8gSm2qwv2LM63LFmKfMg1Mf58fKXD6prN39Dr-yYgcQQW2yZ4jX6cc-82W7dDzGr6QrC8DW6bV_R_7c-qCDW2yG_Ct5DbjpRVcPr0z634bqlW3CLp1R4Dl80gW4D1yN543MkXMW10w9Qv3lGWyZW5PyB7B8fdCXKW69jGYj5Cxql9W5khzsZ5mjRwzW5RTjh269HFTTN5gTm0KdtzfgW3v7CBP3Wlz2MN5RW_76kYpRkW2StQ5c6DGDBzW8tzC3F8q-1tWW8WjZwY6cCj0DW5K_zXK3lj2tvW3blhRk3YdThqW3-VLB25jkrJjW419DNP8gF-vgW6bG0_c5G7WrpW8qxRcv8l0whdW5mR0tz3PsqggMPGHJHX_Rc9VZ3V0j17Vg8XW8hLk415K_8dbW8Cq3r33x6WywW6dDN-58xWZcvW190nCw3F1qrDVk8xjr7KvtQdN6dTjkWrPpMvVrJh2D4ky1j-VSy2Z45wf9V3W61n6x-1kRzP4W3hYN2W5hfR42W8jkrch2rZdf7N7h6XsmN6WTrW48H5dL6rbh4jW5qZc7y7mM8N4MmRw3g9ZLhndLTl8f11


 

 

 

Reuters: FDA Seeks Suspension of 4,402 Illegal Prescription Drug Websites  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said on Thursday it, along with international authorities, has 
formally sought to suspend 4,402 websites that illegally sell potentially dangerous, counterfeit or 
unapproved prescription drugs to U.S. consumers. The move is part of a global effort being led by the 
INTERPOL, the world's largest police organization, to identify the makers and distributors of illegal 
prescription drugs. (Grover, 6/9) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Even if You Have Health Insurance You May Want to Pay Cash  
Five blood tests were performed in March at Torrance Memorial Medical Center. The hospital charged the 
patient’s insurer, Blue Shield of California, $408. The patient was responsible for paying $269.42. If that 
were all there was to this -- which it’s not -- you’d be justified in shaking your head and wondering how it 
could cost more than $80 apiece for blood tests. These weren’t exotic procedures. The tests were for 
fairly common things such as levels of vitamins D and B12 in the blood. It‘s what happened next, though, 
that this makes this story particularly interesting. (David Lazarus, 6/10) 

Los Angeles Times: The Truth about Gluten-Free Diets  
"We bake our own pastry, gluten is now Satan” reads a knowing sign in San Francisco. The gluten-free 
diet has now surpassed all others searched for on Google in the United States, beating the South Beach, 
Atkins and Paleolithic diets along with veganism, low-carb, low-calorie and organic food in terms of 
Internet interest. Best-selling books tout gluten as the main source of health problems affecting everything 
from the brain to the belly. It’s the topic of cartoons in the New Yorker and fodder for late-night comedy 
shows. Movie stars, television personalities and major sports figures all sing the praises of a gluten-free 
diet. They say it makes them feel healthier, stronger and even happier. (Peter H.R. Green and Rory 
Jones, 6/9) 
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