
 

 

 

CALIFORNIA WATCH              FEBRUARY 29, 2016 
 

California Healthline: Aetna CEO Backs Obamacare Exchanges, Talks of Joining Covered 
California 
The head of Aetna Inc., the nation’s third-largest health insurer, said he supports insurance exchanges, 
even though he questioned their sustainability earlier this month and lost money in the marketplaces last 
year. (Terhune, 2/29) 
 

California Healthline: Candidates’ Drug-Price Plans May Miss the Mark 
Most of the people running for president say they want to do something about the rising cost of 
prescription drugs. But most of their proposals probably won’t work because they don’t address the 
dynamics behind these price increases. (Rovner, 2/29) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Senate Readies for Battle over Opioid Abuse 

Democratic demands for $600 million in emergency funding is threatening to take down a bipartisan bill 
tackling the nation’s growing opioid addition. Legislation backed by Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) 
and Rob Portman (R-Ohio) is coming to the Senate floor this week. (Carney, 2/28) 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

STAT: Doctors Promoting Treatments on Social Media Routinely Fail to Disclose Ties to 
Drug Makers  

Physicians across the United States routinely offer medical advice on social media — but often fail to 
mention that they have accepted tens and sometimes hundreds of thousands of dollars from the 
companies that make the prescription drugs they tout. (Kaplan, 2/29) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Will Healthcare.gov get a California Makeover?  
Experts say the California exchange uses more of its powers as an “active purchaser” than the vast 
majority of other states. That means it can decide which insurers can join the exchange, what plans and 
benefits are available and at what price. The federal government — in pending proposed rules for 2017 
— has signaled it too wants to have more of a hand in crafting plans. Though there are no plans to go as 
far as a monthly drug copay cap, healthcare.gov would be forging ahead on a path California already 
paved, swapping variety for simplicity in plan design. (Bartolone, 2/29) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: CDC: Zika Infections Confirmed in 9 Pregnant Women in US  
Zika infections have been confirmed in nine pregnant women in the United States, including one who 
gave birth to a baby with a rare birth defect, health officials said Friday. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said it's investigating 10 more reports of pregnant travelers with Zika. All got the virus 
while visiting or living in places with Zika outbreaks. (Stobbe, 2/29) 
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NPR: Puerto Rico Races to Stop Zika's Mosquitoes before Rains Begin  
The Zika virus is a health threat not just to Latin America, but also to parts of the U.S. It's already a 
problem in Puerto Rico where there are nearly 120 cases so far, including five pregnant women. That's a 
concern because Zika may be involved in causing birth defects. The U.S. territory has declared a public 
health emergency and is working to protect residents from Zika and from the primary mosquito that 
carries the disease, Aedes aegypti. The species is largely responsible for the spread of Zika and many 
other tropical diseases, including yellow fever and dengue. It can breed anywhere it finds as little as a 
teaspoonful of standing water. (Allen and Arrieta, 2/29) 

MARKETPLACE 

NPR: Many Dislike Health Care System but are Pleased With Their Own Care  
The United States has the most advanced health care in the world. There are gleaming medical centers 
across the country where doctors cure cancers, transplant organs and bring people back from near death. 
But a poll conducted by NPR, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health, shows that only one-third of Americans say the health care they receive is "excellent." 
Even fewer people are impressed with the system as a whole. (Kodjak, 2/29) 

HEALTH IT 

Modern Healthcare: Cybersecurity Rising as Health IT Concern  
After years of budgetary indifference to health information security, and fresh off the worst year in history 
for healthcare data breaches, many healthcare organizations will be putting more resources into 
protecting their data, according to Modern Healthcare's 26th annual Survey of Executive Opinions on Key 
Information Technology Issues. An overwhelming majority of respondents indicated that the threat of 
cybersecurity breaches will have some (51%) or considerable (42%) impact on their organization's IT 
security spending this year. (Conn, 2/27) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Los Angeles Times: Sandra Day O'Connor and The Fate of Abortion Rights  
On Wednesday, the Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in Whole Women’s Health vs. Hellerstedt, a 
case that could reinforce or all but overturn the right to abortion. What's at issue is a Texas law that 
requires abortion providers to have admitting privileges at a local hospital and to build expensive surgical 
facilities. Most analysts believe the law will end almost all abortion services in Texas – in fact, before the 
Supreme Court issued a stay, half the abortion clinics in Texas had closed because of it. Now the court 
must decide if the Texas regulations present an “undue burden” on a woman's right to choose. (Linda 
Hirshman, 2/28) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH                      MARCH 1, 2016 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Big California Health Plan Lays Off Up To 460 Workers 
Blue Shield of California, one of the state's biggest health plans, has eliminated up to 460 jobs, including 
about 300 in Sacramento and the Central Valley, more than 70 in Southern California, and close to 80 in 
its San Francisco headquarters office and other Bay Area outposts. Blue Shield "needed to make 
changes to its workforce" to keep its affordability in line and improve access, officials told the San 
Francisco Business Times, a Sacramento Business Journal sister publication, on Monday. The company 
said its goal is reducing administrative costs and "ensuring that we have the right talent, skills and 
capability to deliver on our strategy." (Rauber, 3/1) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Legislature Approves New Tax to Plug Medi-Cal Funding 
Gap 
California's Legislature approved a new tax on health insurance plans Monday in order to maintain federal 
funding for Medi-Cal. The legislation now advances to Gov. Jerry Brown. The deal involves a complex tax 
swap on managed-care organizations that lawmakers said was necessary in order to maintain over $1 
billion in annual federal spending on Medi-Cal, the state's health care program for the poor. Business 
groups, including the California Chamber of Commerce, did not oppose the plan after receiving 
assurances from insurers and others that it would not raise premiums. (Young, 2/29) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Super Tuesday is Super 'Nail-Bitey'  
Super Tuesday is the big gulp moment for any presidential candidate who makes it that far. It's the 
biggest day of competition in American democracy except for Election Day itself. It's super nail-bitey, 
super expensive and often super-clarifying — the killer and maker of dreams. So will it set everything 
straight in the chaotic presidential race? Maybe. Quite possibly not. (2/29) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Los Angeles Times: Zika's Link to Guillain-Barre Syndrome Revealed  
During a seven-month outbreak of Zika virus infection that ended in April 2014, health officials in French 
Polynesia noticed an uptick in the number of patients showing up at hospitals with a rare but dangerous 
constellation of symptoms known as Guillain-Barre syndrome. Typically in the wake of a viral or bacterial 
infection, patients stricken with Guillain-Barre syndrome suffer a sudden onset of weakness, pain and 
paralysis in their legs and arms. Occasionally, paralysis progresses to the chest, impairing a patient's 
ability to breathe. Even with access to a respirator and intensive care, some 5% of those stricken by 
Guillain-Barre die. (Healy, 2/29) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: His Job Is to Sell a $1,000 Pill for $10 Without Losing Money  
Gregg Alton has what seems like a disorienting job at Gilead Sciences Inc. He’s paid to figure out how to 
sell the drug Sovaldi, which infamously retails in the U.S. at $1,000 a pill, for relatively next to nothing. 
The instructions for pricing the cure, which wipes out hepatitis C in just 12 weeks, basically go like this: 
“Get to as many patients as possible in low-income nations --and not lose money,” Alton says. “It’s very 
simple.” (Chen, 2/29) 
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STAT: Already Facing Investor Concerns, Valeant Hit with Another SEC Probe  
Valeant Pharmaceuticals is being investigated by the US Securities and Exchange Commission in 
connection with a previously undisclosed probe, a company spokeswoman said. Further details are not 
known, but the investigation is not connected to another earlier SEC inquiry into possible securities law 
violations by Salix Pharmaceuticals, which Valeant acquired last year, concerning inventory accounting. 
(Silverman, 2/29) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

KQED: Stronger FDA Warning for ‘Essure’ Birth Control Implant 
Federal health regulators plan to warn consumers more strongly about Essure, a contraceptive implant 
that has drawn thousands of complaints from women reporting chronic pain, bleeding and other health 
problems. The Food and Drug Administration announced Monday it would add a boxed warning — its 
most serious type — to alert doctors and patients to problems reported with the nickel-titanium implant. 
(Perrone, 2/29) 

USA Today: Abortion War in Texas Tests High Court Standard  
On Wednesday, a suddenly short-staffed Supreme Court will hear the most significant challenge in a 
generation to the ever-rising number of state abortion restrictions. Clinics in Texas, a dwindling breed 
under the 2013 law, are fighting requirements that doctors must have admitting privileges at local 
hospitals and clinics must meet the same operating standards as surgical centers. Texas legislators and 
the nation's leading abortion opponents say those rules are necessary to protect women's health, even if 
they result in leaving just 10 clinics in a state with 5.4 million women of reproductive age. The nation's 
leading abortion rights groups and major medical associations say the rules don't serve public health but 
represent a roadblock for women seeking abortions — the very type of burden the high court's landmark 
1992 ruling in Planned Parenthood v. Casey was intended to prohibit. (Wolf, 2/29) 

HEALTH IT 

Kaiser Health News: EHRs In the ER: As Doctors Adapt, Concerns Emerge about Medical 
Errors  
The mouse slips, and the emergency room doctor clicks on the wrong number, ordering a medication 
dosage that’s far too large. Elsewhere, in another ER’s electronic health record, a patient’s name isn’t 
clearly displayed, so the nurse misses it and enters symptoms in the wrong person’s file. These are easy 
mistakes to make. As ER doctors and nurses grapple with the transition to digitalized record systems, 
they seem to happen more frequently. (Luthra, 3/1) 

The Associated Press: Health Groups Aim to Make Records Easier to Access  
Technology companies, hospital systems and doctors' groups have agreed to take steps to make 
electronic health records easier for consumers to access and use, the Obama administration announced 
Monday. While nearly all hospitals and most doctors' offices have now gone digital, those systems often 
don't talk to each other, limiting their usefulness to patients. The latest initiative is meant to speed removal 
of technological bottlenecks, but it's unclear if it will lead to breakthroughs. The administration needs to 
make things happen fast, since President Barack Obama leaves office in less than a year. (Alonso-
Zaldivar, 3/1) 
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Kaiser Health News: R2D2’s Next Assignment: Hospital Orderly  
Meet the Tugs — a team of 27 robots now zooming around the hallways of the new University of 
California-San Francisco hospital at Mission Bay. They look a bit like R2D2, dragging a platform around 
behind them. Instead of drones, think of them more as little flatbed trucks, ferrying carts of stuff around 
the vast hospital complex — food, linens, medications, medical waste and garbage. And they do it more 
efficiently than humans. (Gold, 3/1) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The Washington Post: Texas’s Assault on Abortion Access  
Before the Supreme Court on Wednesday, Texas is set to argue that new regulations on abortion clinics 
in the state are designed to protect patient health. The justices should see through that pretext. Texas’s 
restrictions are an assault on abortion access dressed up as concern for pregnant women. Previous court 
rulings barred laws that place an “undue burden” on women seeking abortions. If this precedent has 
practical meaning, it should rule out what Texas is trying to do. (2/29) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH                      MARCH 2, 2016 

The Los Angeles Times: GOP Legislators Voting for Taxes? It's Not Likely to Happen 
Again Anytime Soon  
While Republicans had cast healthcare tax votes since 2009, those were for extensions of an existing 
levy on only a few health plans. The new tax signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown on Tuesday broadly 
applies to all managed care plans and thus has the potential to affect millions of Californians. (Myers, 3/2) 

The Associated Press: San Francisco Raises Age to Buy Tobacco to 21  
San Francisco supervisors voted unanimously Tuesday to boost the legal age to buy tobacco products 
from 18 to 21, despite arguments from opponents that cities and counties cannot trump California law. 
San Francisco becomes the second-largest city after New York City to raise the minimum age to buy 
cigarettes and other tobacco products, including e-cigarettes. Hawaii and Boston also require tobacco 
buyers to be 21. (Har, 3/1) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: New FDA Chief Cites Promise of Harder-to-Abuse Pain Drugs  
The Food and Drug Administration's new commissioner is pledging to fully back efforts to develop harder-
to-abuse painkillers, part of a sweeping government effort to reduce deadly overdoses tied to prescription 
pain medications. Dr. Robert Califf told a panel of FDA advisers on Tuesday that his agency alone cannot 
solve the crisis of prescription drug abuse. But he pledged to do "everything possible under our authority 
to prevent abuse, save lives and treat dependence." (Perrone, 3/2) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The New York Times: Minority Voters Push Hillary Clinton to Victories  
Hillary Clinton took full command of the Democratic presidential race on Tuesday as she rolled to major 
victories over Bernie Sanders in Texas, Virginia and across the South and proved for the first time that 
she could build a national coalition of racially diverse voters that would be crucial in the November 
election. Based on results from Democratic primaries and caucuses in 11 states, Mrs. Clinton succeeded 
in containing Mr. Sanders to states he was expected to win, like Vermont and Oklahoma, and 
overpowering him in predominantly black and Hispanic areas that were rich in delegates needed for the 
Democratic nomination. (Healy and Chozick, 3/1) 

The New York Times: Donald Trump Overwhelms G.O.P. Rivals from Alabama to 
Massachusetts  
Donald J. Trump won sweeping victories across the South and in New England on Tuesday, a show of 
strength in the Republican primary campaign that underscored the breadth of his appeal and helped him 
begin to amass a wide delegate advantage despite growing resistance to his candidacy among party 
leaders. Mr. Trump’s political coalition — with his lopsided victories in Alabama, Georgia, Massachusetts 
and Tennessee, and narrower ones in Arkansas, Vermont and Virginia — appears to have transcended 
the regional and ideological divisions that have shaped the Republican Party in recent years. (Burns and 
Martin, 3/1) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Leading Scope Maker Olympus Agrees to Hefty Settlement in 
Kickback Cases  
Medical device maker Olympus Corp., already under federal investigation for its role in superbug 
outbreaks, has agreed to pay $646 million to resolve criminal and civil probes into illegal kickbacks and 
bribes to doctors and hospitals. Federal prosecutors said Tuesday that the company’s settlement is the 
largest ever for violations of the U.S. Anti-Kickback Statute. A portion of the company’s payout, $22.8 
million, will resolve similar bribery allegations in Latin America. (Terhune, 3/1) 

The New York Times: Document Claims Drug Makers Deceived a Top Medical Journal  
It is a startling accusation, buried in a footnote in a legal briefing filed recently in federal court: Did two 
major pharmaceutical companies, in an effort to protect their blockbuster drug, mislead editors at one of 
the world’s most prestigious medical journals Lawyers for patients suing Johnson & Johnson and Bayer 
over the safety of the anticlotting drug Xarelto say the answer is yes, claiming that a letter published in 
The New England Journal of Medicine and written primarily by researchers at Duke University left out 
critical laboratory data. They claim the companies were complicit by staying silent, helping deceive the 
editors while the companies were in the midst of providing the very same data to regulators in the United 
States and Europe. (Thomas, 3/1) 

The Washington Post: Americans are Wasting $3 Billion a Year of Cancer Drugs  
Almost $3 billion a year in expensive cancer drugs are wasted because their single-use packages contain 
more medication than is needed -- and the leftover drug is thrown away for safety reasons, according to a 
new analysis by researchers. The study focused on 20 cancer drugs that are infused -- administered 
intravenously or injected -- by doctors' offices or hospitals. These come in dosages based on patients' 
weights and body sizes, but often the doses are too large and the remainder is tossed out, the analysis 
found. "It’s literally paying for drugs that go in the trash," said Peter Bach, director of the Center for Health 
Policy and Outcomes at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York. (McGinley, 3/1) 

The San Francisco Business Times: Walgreens May Be Looking for Way Out of Theranos 
Deal  
Walgreens is reportedly seeking ways to end its partnership with Theranos on blood-testing clinics in its 
drug stores. The Financial Times cited unnamed sources who said that Walgreens has asked its lawyers 
to find a way get out the relationship in which it offers tests with the troubled Palo Alto startup at about 40 
of its stores in Arizona and one in California. (Schubarth, 3/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

McClatchy: Sex a Bigger Problem for Zika than First Believed  
A dozen new Zika cases are raising worries that the virus may be more easily contracted through 
unprotected sex than originally believed. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported Friday 
that they’re investigating 12 cases where the women’s only known exposure to the Zika virus was through 
sex with a male partner who had traveled to areas where Zika was active. (Ordonez, 3/1) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The Washington Post: What’s Next for the Affordable Care Act?  
In any other February, the Obamacare enrollment numbers released last month would have been big 
news. The Department of Health and Human Services announced that 12.7 million people had chosen 
health-care plans in the exchanges the law set up — far more than the 10 million HHS predicted would 
have exchange-based insurance in 2016. The number will likely go down, as some people fail to pay their 
premiums; the best case, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation’s Larry Levitt, is that about a million 
more people will be covered in 2016 relative to last year. These figures leave the Affordable Care Act in 
an awkward place. (3/1) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH                      MARCH 3, 2016 
 
California Healthline: State Attorney General Says Health Care Lags in Computer 
Security 
California’s health care industry is a data-security laggard, failing to sufficiently protect sensitive 
information stored on lost or stolen laptops, smartphones and flash drives, according to state Attorney 
General Kamala Harris. Meantime, health care faces mounting hacker attacks that put millions of 
Californians’ personal records at risk, including medical information, as detailed in a report from Harris’ 
office. It’s not just personal records. Hackers have begun threatening the basic day-to-day functioning of 
hospitals and other health care facilities, made vivid by the Feb. 5 ransomware attack on Hollywood 
Presbyterian Medical Center in Los Angeles. (Feder Ostrov, 3/3) 

The Sacramento Bee: Major Tobacco Votes Loom  
Thursday could be a big day for tobacco legislation at the Capitol. Legislators are expected to vote on a 
package of six bills to strengthen tobacco regulations. The measures regulate e-cigarettes like tobacco, 
add more state-recognized smoke-free workplaces, raise the smoking age to 21, ban smoking on all 
school campuses, create annual licensing fees and allow local jurisdictions to establish their own tax. The 
anticipated vote on the tobacco bills could conclude a special session Gov. Jerry Brown called last year. 
Brown opened the health special session to focus on establishing a new tax for managed care 
organizations, with lawmakers also weighing in on an assisted death bill. (Luna, 3/2) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Senate Rejects Adding $600M to Anti-Heroin Legislation  
The Senate Wednesday rejected a Democratic effort to add $600 million to a bipartisan bill targeting 
heroin and opioid abuse. Supporters of the immediate funding won a majority of the Senate votes. But the 
48-47 tally fell short of the 60 votes required for an attempt by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., to add the 
money. Shaheen praised the underlying bill, which has sweeping bipartisan backing, but said “the reality 
is unless we provide the resources to make these programs work it’s like giving a drowning person a life 
preserver that has no air in it.” Republicans opposed to the proposal said there’s plenty of previously 
approved money in the pipeline and that additional funding can wait until this year’s round of regular 
spending bills. (Taylor, 3/2) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Trump Releases Plan for Replacing Obamacare  
Donald Trump unveiled a batch of health care policy proposals Wednesday after facing criticism for failing 
to provide a credible plan for replacing Obamacare. On the eve of the next GOP debate, the front-running 
real estate mogul advanced several ideas that align with many conservative proposals to replace the 
health care law. He calls for Medicaid to be transformed into a state block grant program and for the tax 
exemption on employer-based health insurance plans to be extended to individuals who purchase 
coverage on their own — both longstanding GOP ideas. Trump would also allow prescription drugs to be 
imported and for full transparency of health care pricing, although he offered few details about how that — 
or any of the proposals — might work. (Demko, 3/2) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Obama Heads to Wisconsin to Promote Successes of Affordable 
Care Act  
On Thursday, President Obama will visit Wisconsin, the only state that used the Affordable Care Act to 
expand its Medicaid program while declining the hundreds of millions of dollars the federal government 
offered to pay for that expansion. Mr. Obama’s trip is intended to be a reward for Milwaukee, which won a 
nationwide competition called Healthy Communities by enrolling an estimated 38,376 people in private 
health insurance under the health care law. That was an estimated 75 percent of previously uninsured 
residents who were eligible, a rate higher than that of any other city. (Harris, 3/3) 

Bloomberg: Startup Oscar Posts $105 Million Obamacare Loss in 2015  
Startup Oscar Health Insurance Corp. lost $105.2 million in its New York and New Jersey businesses last 
year, a sign that insurers of all sizes are struggling in the new markets created by President Barack 
Obama’s health-care overhaul. The losses, $92.4 million in New York and $12.8 million in New Jersey, 
were disclosed by Oscar in filings with state regulators. Chief Executive Officer Mario Schlosser said 
some of Oscar’s losses stem from the cost of starting a new health insurer. Others are tied to the same 
problems befalling bigger health plans: costlier customers and a shortfall in a key government program. 
(Tracer, 3/2) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Pricing Pressures Weigh on Drug Industry Growth - Moody's  
The pharmaceutical industry faces growing pressure on prices and is struggling to get some new 
products adopted by cost-conscious healthcare providers, pointing to slower profit growth for the sector. 
That's the verdict of Moody's Investors Service, which said on Thursday it expected annual growth of 3-4 
percent in earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortization for the next 12-18 months, down 
from 4-5 percent seen previously. (Hirschler, 3/3) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Bridging the Gap Between Medical and Mental Health Care 
Recognizing the strong link between psychiatric and physical illnesses, providers are beginning to bridge 
the gap between medical and mental care, forming partnerships aimed at improving patients’ physical 
and mental health, and reducing costs at the same time. Such holistic projects are underway in numerous 
states, including California, New York, Washington, and Florida. (Anna Gorman, 3/3) 

Los Angeles Times: Google to Throw Software Engineering into the Zika Virus Fight  
Google is now involved in the fight against the Zika virus. The tech giant announced Thursday that it is 
giving UNICEF a $1-million grant to raise awareness about Zika transmission, and is also dedicating 
software engineering and data science resources to help process information about the virus’ outbreaks. 
Its support for UNICEF will include developing a platform that processes data from different sources, such 
as weather and travel patterns; visualizing potential outbreaks; and making Zika virus information more 
accessible through its search feature in 16 languages. (Lien, 3/3) 
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KPCC: Researchers Find Blood Pressure App 'Highly Inaccurate'  
An app that measures your blood pressure through your smartphone is "highly inaccurate," according to a 
research letter published Wednesday in JAMA Internal Medicine. The app, Instant Blood Pressure, 
missed high blood pressure levels in nearly four out of five people, the researchers found. The app's 
manufacturer fired back on Wednesday, arguing that the study was based on faulty methodology and 
thus invalid. The lead researcher defended the findings. (Plevin, 3/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The New York Times' Upshot: Fighting Drug Addiction with Drugs Works, but Only if 
Doctors Sign On  
Almost one million American physicians can write a prescription for an opioid painkiller like Vicodin and 
OxyContin — one pathway to opioid addiction. But, because of regulatory hurdles and other factors, 
fewer than 32,000 doctors are permitted to prescribe buprenorphine, a medication to treat such addiction. 
That’s a statistic worth thinking about since opioid painkillers and heroin contributed to the deaths of 
nearly 30,000 Americans in 2014, triple the number in 2000. Perhaps many of these lives could have 
been saved with buprenorphine. The Obama administration intends to increase access to it — and its 
proposed budget would commit hundreds of millions of dollars to do so — but it won’t be easy. (Austin 
Frakt, 3/2) 

Los Angeles Daily News: Californians with Developmental Disabilities Get Desperately 
Needed Help 
It was a tough slog, but at long last the state Legislature did right by California’s most vulnerable people. 
Substantial financial relief is on the way for the system that serves those with developmental disabilities. 
The two-bill package that the Assembly and Senate passed Monday afternoon will provide an additional 
$300 million or so in state funding to developmental services for Californians with autism, cerebral palsy 
and Down syndrome. Gov. Jerry Brown’s signature on the bills in a foregone conclusion. It’s about time. 
California has been falling short of fulfilling the Lanterman Act’s promise of services sufficient to allow 
those with developmental disabilities to live as independently as possible. (3/1) 
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California Healthline: Rise of Latino Political Power in Capitol Could Give New 
Momentum to Health Care 
On Monday, for the first time in California history, Latinos will hold the two most powerful positions in the 
legislature. And that could mean a renewed political focus on health care, particularly for adult immigrants 
without papers. (Gorn, 3/4) 

Los Angeles Times: 21 to Smoke? California Assembly Approves Raising Smoking Age  
Breaking a political logjam, the state Assembly on Thursday approved a package of anti-tobacco bills, 
including measures that would raise the legal smoking age from 18 to 21 in California and ban the use of 
electronic cigarettes in restaurants, theaters and other public places where traditional smoking is 
prohibited. Lawmakers cited the health risks of tobacco in approving six bills and sending them to the 
state Senate, which had previously acted on the smoking-age and vaping bills but must now vote on 
minor amendments. (McGreevy and Mason, 3/3) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

STAT: Donald Trump's Health Plan Included Just One Number. Here's What's Wrong with 
it.  
When Donald Trump put out his health care plan late Wednesday, he mentioned just one number: $11 
billion. He claims that’s the annual cost of providing health care to undocumented immigrants — and an 
opportunity for big savings, if those here illegally could just be deported or prevented from coming to the 
United States in the first place. But experts say that’s nonsense. (Robbins, 3/3) 

The Washington Post: Trump was Center of Attention and Attacks in GOP Debate  
Billionaire Donald Trump entered Thursday night’s GOP debate as the race’s front-runner – but he spent 
much of the night on the defensive, struggling to explain his positions to skeptical moderators, arguing 
with his rivals, even trying to drown out their arguments with shouted insults. “I won 10 states,” Trump 
said at one point, reasserting his dominance on a night when it seemed to be under assault. “I am by far 
the leader!” ... Moderator Chris Wallace had one of most powerful moments of the early going, pressing 
Trump to explain a claim that he would save $300 billion from Medicare drug purchases, when the U.S. 
only spends $78 billion total on Medicare drug purchases. Trump seemed to dodge the question, despite 
Wallace’s repeated efforts to pin him down. (Fahrenthold, 3/3) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: Obama: 20 Million People Gain Coverage Under 2010 Health Law  
The administration described the drop in uninsured numbers as “historic.” In a statement, Sylvia Mathews 
Burwell, secretary of health and human services, said, “We have seen progress in the last six years that 
the country has sought for generations.” The new findings show that more than 6 million adults ages 19 to 
25 have gained insurance under the law. Gains in coverage among previously uninsured adults were 
strong across all racial and ethnic groups, according to the report. (McGinley, 3/3) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Slowing Down the ER to Improve Care for Patients with Autism 
A small but growing number of hospital emergency rooms are taking steps to improve quality of care for 
patients with autism while also adding efficiency and cost effectiveness. …The changes can range from 
better training, to cosmetic adjustments — offering calming objects like toys and iPads, or sending 
patients to separate, quieter waiting rooms and using dimmer lighting — to capital projects, like building 
new rooms specifically for autistic patients. (Luthra, 3/4) 
 
Kaiser Health News: Consumer Choices Have Limited Impact on U.S. Health Care 
Spending: Study 
A new study throws cold water on the popular idea that consumers can save themselves and the health 
care system loads of money if they become savvier shoppers for health care services. The analysis by 
the Health Care Cost Institute focused on what consumers paid out of pocket, where comparison 
shopping can result in lower costs. The study found that less than 7 percent of total health care spending 
in 2011 was paid by consumers for “shoppable” services. (Andrews, 3/4) 

Reuters: U.S. Senator Calls for GAO Probe to Protect Babies Born Drug-Dependent  
The ranking Democrat on the U.S. Senate subcommittee on children and families wants a congressional 
watchdog agency to investigate whether states are complying with a federal law meant to protect 
newborns in drug withdrawal and help their families. In a letter sent this week to the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, Senator Robert Casey of Pennsylvania asked that the probe examine what steps 
Congress or the Obama Administration could take "to improve compliance and save the lives of 
vulnerable infants." (3/3) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

U.S. News & World Report: A Shameful 'Wall of Shame'  
Americans are extremely sensitive about their health histories. They consider their health records and 
medication information to be more sensitive than the content of their phone conversations, texts and 
email messages. Given these concerns, the Office of Civil Rights at the Department of Health and Human 
Services is assigned with the delicate and important task of protecting patients' health information privacy 
rights through the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act or HIPAA, a part of which includes 
data breach protections. (Niam Yaraghi, 3/3) 

The New York Times' Upshot: Donald Trump’s Talk on Health Care is Not Matched by His 
Plan  
When Donald Trump talks about health care, he sounds as if he wants to do something different from the 
rest of the Republican field. But his health care plan, released Wednesday night, looks a lot like what his 
competitors have already presented. On the stump, Mr. Trump has tended to buck Republican anti-
Obamacare orthodoxy. He has always called for repealing the health law, which he describes as a 
bureaucratic disaster and an economic drag. But he has repeatedly expressed enthusiasm for some of its 
ideas and ambitions. (Margot Sanger-Katz, 3/3) 
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Bloomberg: Weird Science Fights Cancer  
What kinds of research should be included in the $1 billion “moonshot” proposal to cure cancer? Since 
President Obama announced the idea in his last State of the Union address, Vice President Joe Biden, 
who is heading the effort, has talked of getting more patients enrolled in clinical trials and finding more 
efficient ways of sharing data. But what about less obvious steps, such as a recent experiment on zebra 
fish with green glowing skin tumors? (Faye Flam, 3/3) 
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