
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH              FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
 
Ventura County Star: Los Robles Checks Out $1.2 million Stroke Unit 
The $1.2 million stroke ambulance parked in front of a Thousand Oaks hospital on Friday was made to 
save time and brain cells. It's for sale. Dr. M. Asif Taqi wants it in Ventura County…The mobile unit was 
made in Houston by an emergency medical services company, Frazer, and developed with partners 
including Stryker Neurovascular and Samsung NeuroLogica. Four of the units are stationed in 
communities across the nation, from Toledo, Ohio, to Denver. (Kisken, 2/21) 

The Sacramento Bee: Health Plans’ Finances a Big Unknown in California Tax Swap 
Package  
A $2.4 billion managed-care organization tax package awaiting votes in the California Legislature reflects 
the heavy imprint of the state’s health insurance industry, which pushed for major changes to avoid any 
tax hit that could be passed on to customers. ... It has a strong chance of winning enough support from 
Republican lawmakers to reach the needed two-thirds vote threshold to pass. Then, the state would be 
on the verge of its ultimate goal: continuing to pull in more than $1 billion in federal money. (Miller, 2/20) 

Los Angeles Times: $17,000 Bitcoin Ransom Paid by Hospital to Hackers Sparks Outrage  
The malware ransom attack on Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center — which prompted the facility to 
pay a $17,000 ransom in bitcoin to the hacker who seized control of the hospital's computer systems — is 
part of a larger problem that is generating outrage. The attack has prompted a state senator to propose 
making it an extortion crime for a hacker to infect a computer system with ransomware. (Winton, 2/19) 

Los Angeles Times: A Milder 'B' Strain Might Be Keeping California's Flu Numbers Low  
Though more people in California have been falling sick with the flu in the past few weeks, the season so 
far is proving milder than in recent years. Experts suggest several reasons: the available vaccine is a 
good match for the flu strains going around, the virus may not be spreading rapidly because of unusually 
warm weather, and the outbreak might not have peaked yet. (Karlamangla, 2/19) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Jeb Bush Drops Out of White House Race  
Jeb Bush, unable to muster enthusiasm for his presidential bid beyond the family network that helped him 
raise a record sum exceeding $150 million, is suspending his campaign following a disappointing finish in 
South Carolina. The decision follows a string of underwhelming primary finishes for the former Florida 
governor, including in New Hampshire where he invested heavily and bet on a massive ground 
organization but still finished behind Donald Trump, John Kasich and Ted Cruz. (Stokols, 2/20) 

The New York Times: Donald Trump in Triage Mode after Shocking Conservatives with 
Health Care Comments  
He has broken with many Republicans on taxing the rich, threatening trade wars and keeping Planned 
Parenthood alive. On Friday, Donald J. Trump faced criticism for an even bolder act of conservative 
heresy: embracing the Affordable Care Act. Mr. Trump has offered only bits and pieces of his health 
agenda, generally presenting a vow to repeal “Obamacare” and replace it with “something great.” 
(Rappeport, 2/19) 
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MEDICAID 

Reuters: Medicaid Premium Hikes May Leave Many Children Uninsured  
Premium increases for Medicaid, the government health program for the poor, may leave many U.S. 
children uninsured, a new review suggests. Higher premiums for the national Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP), which also provides coverage to low-income kids, may have a similar result. (Rapaport, 
2/19) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Capital Public Radio: Strokes on the Rise among Younger Adults 
Hodge is one of many Americans having strokes at a younger age. About 10 percent of all 
strokes occur in people between 18 and 50 years old, and the risk factors include some that Hodge had: 
high blood pressure, overweight, off-kilter cholesterol, smoking and diabetes. In particular, ischemic 
strokes — caused by a blockage in the blood vessel, rather than a bleed — are sharply increasing among 
people under age 50, statistics show. (Bichell, 2/22) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: How Health Insurance Startup Oscar is Going to Get to 1 Million Members  
Oscar Health Insurance Corp. CEO Mario Schlosser has found the strategy he says will build his startup 
into a million-customer player in the health insurance industry: use tight, exclusive networks with hospitals 
to sell competitively priced insurance in perhaps 30 U.S. markets. (Tracer, 2/19) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The New York Times: Why are White Death Rates Rising?  
It’s disturbing and puzzling news: Death rates are rising for white, less-educated Americans. ... Why are 
whites overdosing or drinking themselves to death at higher rates than African-Americans and Hispanics 
in similar circumstances? ... here is one solution to the death-rate conundrum: It’s likely that many non-
college-educated whites are comparing themselves to a generation that had more opportunities than they 
have, whereas many blacks and Hispanics are comparing themselves to a generation that had fewer 
opportunities. (Andrew J. Cherlin, 2/22) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH              FEBRUARY 23, 2016 
 
California Healthline: Fight Looms Over Medi-Cal for Adult Immigrants Without Papers 
A plan to offer full state-sponsored health benefits for adult immigrants without papers is likely to spark 
one of the biggest political fights of the year in Sacramento. Sen. Ricardo Lara, D-Bell Gardens, 
introduced a bill last year to extend full Medi-Cal benefits to everyone living in California, regardless of 
immigration status. The scope of that bill was narrowed to cover only children, and it is now law. (Gorn, 
2/23) 

Los Angeles Times: Orange County Just Launched Its First Clean-Needle Exchange  
A year ago, a group of UC Irvine medical students realized that Orange County was missing what they 
considered an important public health service that every major city in California had access to: a clean-
needle exchange program. So they decided to do something about it. The students organized with 
partners across the region and submitted a plan to the California Department of Public Health. The 
agency rejected the plan last summer, noting a lack of community support and funding for a program. 
(Kandil, 2/23) 

The Sacramento Bee: California Health Plan Tax Moves Closer to Approval  
California lawmakers are poised to act on legislation that would expand a tax on health care plans while 
spending hundreds of millions of dollars on services for the developmentally disabled. No formal 
agreement has been announced, with a vote expected Thursday. (Miller, 2/22) 

KPCC: California Sees Slight Dip in C-section Rates, but Challenges Remain 
California's hospitals have scored modest gains in their efforts to minimize the number of Cesarean 
sections performed on women at low risk of complications, according to data released Monday. But the 
data also show that as a group, the state's medical facilities still have not hit a national target and many 
remain far from reaching the goal. In addition, there continues to be wide variation in how facilities 
perform on this measure, says Dr. Bruce Spurlock, executive director of the California Hospital 
Assessment and Reporting Task Force, a multi-stakeholder group that published 2014 data on hospital 
performance. (Plevin, 2/22) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Senate Clears Way for Approval of New FDA Commissioner  
The Senate has cleared the way for approval of President Barack Obama’s nominee for commissioner of 
the Food and Drug Administration. Senators voted 80-6 Monday to end a Democratic filibuster of 
Obama’s pick to head the agency. Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders and Sens. Joe 
Manchin of West Virginia and Ed Markey of Massachusetts had held up the nomination of Dr. Robert 
Califf in an effort to force the agency to be tougher on prescription drug prices and the abuse of opioid 
painkillers. (Jalonick, 2/22) 

The Associated Press: US Senators Propose Tax Credits to Clean Up Lead in Homes  
A bill first proposed by Hillary Clinton to help homeowners clean up lead hazards that can poison children 
is getting new life after the lead contamination crisis in Flint, Michigan. Two Democratic U.S. senators — 
Sheldon Whitehouse, of Rhode Island, and Charles Schumer, of New York — plan to introduce a bill in 
Congress this week that would give federal tax credits of up to $3,000 to homeowners or landlords who 
eliminate lead dangers found in old paint and pipes. (O'Brien, 2/22) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Former HHS Secretary Sebelius Endorses Clinton  
Hillary Clinton picked up the support of former Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
on Monday. "I just feel that she's the only person, frankly, in the field of candidates who has the 
experience and background that prepares her nationally and internationally to be the leader of the 
country," the former governor of Kansas told the Topeka Capital-Journal. "As a mother, a grandmother 
and a former public servant, who had the privilege of serving with Hillary in the president's Cabinet, I can 
think of nothing more important than ensuring our next president is someone who will protect and build 
upon the progress made by President Obama over the past eight years." (Gass, 2/22) 

The Associated Press: Health Care Issue, Longtime Uniter of Democrats, Now Divides  
Health care for all. It's a goal that tugs at the heartstrings of Democrats, but pursuing it usually invites 
political peril. Now Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton are clashing over this core question for liberals, 
making it a wedge issue in the party's presidential primary. It's a choice between his conviction that a 
government-run system would be fairer and more affordable, and her preference for step-by-step change 
at a time of widespread skepticism about federal power. (2/22) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: HHS Failed to Heed Many Warnings that HealthCare.gov was in 
Trouble  
During the two years before the disastrous opening of HealthCare.gov, federal officials in charge of 
creating the online insurance marketplace received 18 written warnings that the mammoth project was 
mismanaged and off course but never considered postponing its launch, according to government 
investigators. The warnings included a series of 11 scathing reviews from an outside consultant — among 
them a top-10 list of risks drawn up in the spring of 2013 that cited inadequate planning for the website’s 
capacity and deviations from usual IT standards. ... The long trail of unheeded warnings is among the 
findings from an exhaustive two-year inquiry by HHS’s Office of Inspector General into the failings of 
HealthCare.gov, which crashed within two hours of its launch on Oct. 1, 2013. (Goldstein, 2/23) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

California Healthline: Bridging the Gap Between Medical and Mental Health Care 
People with severe mental illnesses are more likely to die prematurely than those without, and it’s often 
from treatable chronic diseases — in part because many, like Young, don’t receive regular medical care. 
They may be uninsured or unable to find doctors who take their insurance. They may be reluctant to seek 
care in traditional medical offices because of stigma or discrimination. Even when they do have medical 
appointments, their doctors rarely communicate with their mental health providers. Experts said the lack 
of coordination can lead to medication problems, higher health costs and gaps in care. (Gorman, 2/23) 

STAT: Obama Urges Congress to Act Quickly to Approve Zika Funding  
President Obama on Monday formally requested $1.9 billion in emergency funding for the US response to 
the Zika virus outbreak and urged Congress to take action “expeditiously.” (Scott, 2/22) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: CVS Health Touts Restrained Prescription Spending Growth  
CVS Health is refining its prescription for controlling drug costs, and patients can expect more frequent 
coverage adjustments, as the pharmacy benefits manager pores over data and reacts to expense spikes. 
(Murphy, 2/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Los Angeles Times: The Growing Life-Expectancy Gap Between Rich and Poor  
Researchers have long known that the rich live longer than the poor. Evidence now suggests that the life 
expectancy gap is increasing, at least here the United States, which raises troubling questions about the 
fairness of current efforts to protect Social Security. ... For example, we estimated that a woman who 
turned 50 in 1970 and whose mid-career income placed her in the bottom one-tenth of earners had a life 
expectancy of about 80.4. A woman born in the same year but with income in the top tenth of earners had 
a life expectancy of 84.1. The gap in life expectancy was about 3½ years. For women who reached age 
50 two decades later, in 1990, we found no improvement at all in the life expectancy of low earners. (Gary 
Burtless, 2/22) 

The New York Times' The Upshot: How to Make the Most of Drugs We Already Have  
Though you may not have realized it, there’s a good chance that a doctor has prescribed you a 
medication for a use other than what it was approved for. This off-label use is perfectly legal, but isn’t as 
safe as it might be, in part because incentives to invest in costly clinical trials to test such uses are weak. 
One out of five prescriptions is off-label. Some drugs, like those for cardiac conditions and 
anticonvulsants, are used off-label at a much higher rate. One study found that an average drug is used 
for 18 different conditions. (Austin Frakt, 2/22) 
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California Healthline: Battle Erupts Over Changes in California Autism Program 
According to children’s health advocates, roughly half of the providers who work with the 9,000 children 
with autism at the state’s regional centers could be excluded from seeing those kids as the state shifts to 
managed care. Beginning March 1, the state Department of Health Care Services will start the transition 
at 21 regional centers across the state. These centers are nonprofits that contract with the state to 
provide services for people with developmental disabilities. (Gorn, 2/24) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Sacramento Democrats Say They Have Enough GOP 
Support to Pass Health Care Tax  
After months of tense negotiations, Gov. Jerry Brown and Democratic legislative leaders have finalized 
the framework of a tax on managed health care plans that they say has enough GOP support to clear key 
votes in the Senate and Assembly scheduled for Thursday. If the $1.3 billion tax is passed and signed 
into law, it will replace an existing tax on health care plans that is set to expire in July because it doesn't 
comply with new Obama administration rules dictating how states may levy those types of taxes. 
(Calefati, 2/23) 

The Sacramento Bee: Tobacco Tax Push to Delay Assisted Death Law  
The forthcoming legislative vote to renew a health-plan tax would seem to be good news for proponents 
of last year’s controversial bill legalizing assisted death. That proposal, which will allow doctors to 
prescribe lethal drugs to terminally ill patients, passed through the same special health care session 
where the tax deal is now pending, meaning it won’t take effect until 90 days after the session has ended. 
But lawmakers aren’t ready to close the special session – which was called by Gov. Jerry Brown last June 
to deal with a funding shortfall – and start the clock ticking just yet. Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de 
León said Tuesday that Democrats will keep it open for at least a few more weeks in pursuit of several 
measure restricting tobacco. (Koseff, 2/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Republicans Vow No Hearings and No Votes for Obama’s 
Supreme Court Pick  
Senate Republicans on Tuesday united behind an official position on how to deal with President Obama’s 
expected nominee to replace the late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia: no hearings, no votes and no 
new justice until Obama is out of office. “Presidents have a right to nominate, just as the Senate has its 
constitutional right to provide or withhold consent,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said 
in a morning floor speech. “In this case, the Senate will withhold it.” (DeBonis and Kane, 2/23) 

Reuters: Senators Push Protections for Opioid-Dependent Parents, Infants  
Key senators said on Tuesday they are crafting a law that would allow states to use federal foster care 
funds to help opioid-addicted parents raise their infants. The senior Republican and Democrat on the 
Senate Finance Committee envision the law as part of a comprehensive effort to address the opioid crisis 
with increased prevention, treatment and law enforcement. "Children and families are relying on us to 
take this important step,” committee chairman Sen. Orin Hatch, a Republican of Utah, said during the 
hearing. (Shiffman, 2/23) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: In Nevada Caucuses, Trump Gets a Third Straight Win  
Donald Trump swept to a convincing victory in the Nevada presidential caucuses here Tuesday evening, 
the Associated Press projected, building a broad coalition that left his top two rivals trailing far behind and 
accelerating his march to the Republican nomination. An angry electorate hungry for a political outsider in 
the White House catapulted Trump to his third straight win in the GOP primary race as the billionaire 
mogul used visceral rhetoric to tap into anxieties about the economy, terrorism and illegal immigration. 
(Rucker and Weigel, 2/24) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

KPCC: How to Talk about the HPV Vaccine 
Since it was introduced a decade ago, the shot has cut the rate of human papilloma virus - the most 
common sexually transmitted infection - by about two-thirds among young women ages 14 to 19, 
according to a report published in Pediatrics this week. That’s an impressive feat, given that nationwide 
only about 40 percent of 13- to 17-year-old girls have received three or more doses of the HPV vaccine, 
according to a 2014 CDC survey. Boys weren't included in the Pediatrics study, but the CDC found that 
only 22 percent of 13- to 17-year-old boys were fully vaccinated. So the question for public health experts 
is, how can doctors and parents work together to boost vaccination rates and ensure more young people 
are protected against HPV and the serious health problems it can cause? (Plevin, 2/24) 
 
The Associated Press: Half of Gay Black Men Will Get HIV, CDC Analysis Shows 
About half of gay and bisexual black men will be diagnosed with the AIDS virus in their lifetime, according 
to the first-ever comprehensive national estimates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Overall, for the average American, the odds of an HIV infection is 1 in 99 and has been declining. But the 
risk varies widely for different groups. For example, the projection is 1 in 2 for gay black men but fewer 
than 1 in 2,500 for heterosexual white men. (Stobbe, 2/23) 

NPR: Shortage of Addiction Counselors Further Strained by Opioid Epidemic  
As the drug-related death toll rises in the United States, communities are trying to open more treatment 
beds. But an ongoing labor shortage among drug treatment staff is slowing those efforts. Each year, 
roughly one of every four substance-abuse clinicians nationally chooses to leave the job, according to 
recent research. And that's not just turnover — leaving one job for another in the same field. As an 
Institute of Medicine report documented in 2006, there's been a shortage of addiction workers for 
decades. And the demand is only increasing; the Affordable Care Act and other federal laws have given 
millions more people insurance to help them pay for those services. If only there were enough counselors 
to treat them. (Corwin, 2/24) 

Reuters: Texas Hospitals Say They Developed Rapid Test for Zika  
Two major Texas health centers have developed what they are calling the country's first hospital-based, 
rapid test for the Zika virus that can produce results in a matter of hours, the hospitals said on Tuesday. 
Researchers at Texas Children's Hospital and Houston Methodist Hospital developed the test that detects 
the genetic material of the Zika virus, which can speed diagnosis and treatment, they said in a statement. 
(Herskovitz, 2/23) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: Bad Debt is the Pain Hospitals Can't Heal as Patients Don't Pay  
A type of pain that hospitals thought they had relieved has come back with a vengeance: it’s called bad 
debt. Hospitals have long struggled to collect bills when patients aren’t covered by insurance -- creating 
delinquent accounts. The Affordable Care Act was supposed to relieve some of that strain by helping pay 
for coverage for millions of Americans and expanding Medicaid in some states to cover the poor. Yet 
while millions of people have gained coverage since Obamacare became law in 2010, there’s also been 
an increase in insurance that comes with high deductibles and cost-sharing. ... “It feels like a sucker 
punch,” said John Henderson, the ... chief executive [of Childress Regional Medical Center in the Texas 
Panhandle]. (Lauerman, 2/23) 

The Associated Press: Missouri Jury Awards $72M in Johnson & Johnson Cancer Suit  
A Missouri jury has awarded $72 million to the family of an Alabama woman who died from ovarian 
cancer, which she said was caused by using Johnson & Johnson's well-known baby powder and other 
products containing talcum. The civil suit by Jackie Fox of Birmingham was part of a broader claim in the 
city of St. Louis Circuit Court involving nearly 60 people. Her son took over as plaintiff following his 
mother's October 2015 death at 62, more than two years after her diagnosis. (2/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Los Angeles Times: Hillary Clinton Reveals Her Plan to Revise--Not Repeal or Replace--
Obamacare  
Since presidential candidate Hillary Clinton quietly updated the healthcare policy page on her campaign 
website over the last few days, most commentators have focused on the especially notable paragraphs 
stating that she will "continue to support a 'public option' — and work to build on the Affordable Care Act 
to make it possible." The policy page includes several other elements aimed at improving the Affordable 
Care Act, including broadening the accessibility of health coverage to otherwise excluded populations and 
reducing its cost. (Michael Hiltzik, 2/23) 
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California Healthline: Levels of Flame Retardant in Breast Milk are Down  
Levels of harmful flame-retardant chemicals in women’s breast milk have dropped by nearly 40 percent 
since California’s decade-old ban on these chemicals took effect, according to a new study by state 
environmental scientists. The chemicals, called PBDEs, were widely used for decades in household 
products including furniture, crib mattresses and televisions. They tend to leach out of products like 
furniture and can settle in household dust, tainting homes and offices and accumulating in both people 
and animals. (Feder Ostrov, 2/25) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Senate Confirms Robert Califf as New FDA Commissioner  
Califf, who joined the FDA a year ago after decades as a researcher and administrator at Duke 
University, was nominated by President Obama to run the agency last September. But in the months that 
followed, his nomination faced opposition from a handful of senators, over everything from the nation's 
prescription painkiller epidemic to genetically engineered salmon. (Dennis, 2/24) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Kaiser Health News: Support for Sanders’ Single-Payer Plan Fades with Control, Cost 
Concerns  
Americans are divided about the idea of creating a single-payer government health insurance system, as 
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders has proposed, but support shrinks when negative 
arguments are highlighted and alternatives are presented, according to a poll released Thursday. In his 
insurgent primary campaign against Hillary Clinton, Sanders has been championing a Medicare-
like single-payer plan for all citizens. The idea has been a popular proposal in the liberal wing of the party 
for decades. (Rau, 2/25) 

Kaiser Health News: Candidates’ Drug-Price Plans May Miss the Mark  
Most of the people running for president say they want to do something about the rising cost of 
prescription drugs. But most of their proposals probably won’t work because they don’t address the 
dynamics behind these price increases. ... Democrats Hillary Clinton and Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
each have drug price proposals. Among Republicans, Donald Trump has addressed the issue, as has 
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and Ohio Gov. John Kasich. (Rovner, 2/25) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: HHS Makes It Tougher to Sign Up for ACA Coverage Outside of 
Enrollment Season  
Under rules announced Wednesday by the Department of Health and Human Services, people who want 
coverage under five main reasons for a “special enrollment period” will need to supply documents proving 
that they deserve an exception from the regular sign-up times. The new requirement will be for people in 
the 38 states that rely on the federal insurance exchange who need to begin or change coverage 
because they have moved, had a baby, adopted a child, gotten married or lost other health coverage. 
(Goldstein, 2/24) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

STAT: Obama to Lay Out Next Steps in Precision Medicine Initiative  
President Obama is set to hold a summit Thursday to discuss the next steps in his year-old precision 
medicine initiative, laying the groundwork for long-term research that administration officials hope will 
continue after he leaves office. The new measures include a pilot program investigating how to 
recruit participants, draft security provisions for the medical data that will be collected, and an expansion 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Million Veteran Program to collect medical data from active-duty 
military personnel, administration officials said in a call with reporters Wednesday. (Nather, 2/25) 

KPCC: To Prevent Zika, a Hunt for the Mosquito That Transmits It 
The Aedes mosquitoes first showed up in California's Central Valley in 2013. Since the beginning of this 
year, the Orange County mosquito district has found four of them. None carried Zika. But the virus could 
still show up, so health officials have gone to war against Aedes aegypti. In neighborhoods where they've 
found the invasive mosquitoes, Orange County investigators are going door-to-door in search of mosquito 
breeding sites. (Plevin, 2/25) 
 
KQED: What Offers Better Immunity: The Flu Vaccine or the Flu Itself? 
This year’s flu season has been fairly mild so far, as predicted. But also as predicted, flu cases have 
been picking up, in line with the expected February peak this year. The most recent report from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows an increase in influenza-like illnesses and notes 
that it’s never too late to get vaccinated. But the flu vaccines varies widely in its effectiveness from year 
to year. So, how worthwhile is it, really? You could instead take your chances with the flu, and if you 
get it, you’ll have even better immunity to the flu in the future anyway, right? Unfortunately, it’s not that 
simple. (Haelle, 2/24) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: With Special Tax Suspended, Medical Device Firms Reap Big 
Savings  
U.S. manufacturers of medical devices started 2016 with a windfall — a two-year suspension of a 
controversial tax on their revenue. Medical devices include a wide range of products and machines used 
in medical care, such as tongue depressors, endoscopes and MRI scanners, for example. Manufacturers 
said the tax on devices hurt their business. The Congressional Research Service estimates companies 
paid out $2.4 billion in 2014. (Zdechlik, 2/25) 

Bloomberg: Google's DeepMind Forms Health Unit to Build Medical Software  
Google’s DeepMind Technologies Ltd., an artificial intelligence company owned by the Web-search 
provider, is pushing into medical technology as it seeks to apply its expertise to health care. …The 
collaboration is part of a larger push by Alphabet Inc., Google’s parent, into health technology and 
research. The Mountain View, California-based company also operates a life-sciences research group 
called Verily and has backed an anti-aging company called Calico, while Google itself conducts basic 
scientific research. It has also built a dedicated cloud computing system for use by U.K.-based health-
care organizations, separate from Google’s main infrastructure. (Clark, 2/24) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

STAT: Why Health Care Needs a Steve Jobs-Style Disruptor  
Few industries yearn for a Jobs-style disruption as much as health care does today. With its labyrinths of 
regulation, deeply entrenched and antiquated information systems, and monopolies built upon thrones of 
indifference to the consumer experience, the health care industry has chained itself to archaic and 
inefficient processes while resisting its own rescue. (Damon Ramsey, 2/24) 

The New York Times: Governors Unite in the War Against Opioids  
State governments are at the front lines of the country’s epidemic of drug overdose deaths. That’s why it 
is important that the National Governors Association says it will come up with protocols for dispensing 
prescription painkillers that are among the biggest sources of addiction and abuse in the country. The 
protocols, or guidelines, would restrict how and under what circumstances doctors could prescribe a 
category of pain drugs known as opioids. They might, for example, impose limits on how many pills 
doctors could prescribe to patients who have had minor surgery or dental procedures. (2/24) 
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California Healthline: Bill Would Require Insurers to Help Consumers with Complaints 
Many Californians don’t realize they can lodge an official complaint about their health plan, and even if 
they do, they often have no idea how to do it, according to consumer advocates and a recent survey. But 
if state Sen. Bill Monning (D-Carmel) … recently introduced a bill that would require health insurance 
companies to include a phone number for one of the two state consumer call centers on every insurance 
card they issue. (Gorn, 2/26) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: NIH Taking First Steps on Huge Precision Medicine Project  
“For most of history, medicine has been based on trying to identify what works for the average person. 
We’re all different. This one-size-fits-all approach is far from optimal,” Dr. Francis Collins, NIH’s director, 
told reporters. The goal is to “empower any person, anywhere in the U.S., to raise their hand and 
volunteer to participate” in what’s called the PMI Cohort Program, he said. NIH said is it providing funding 
to Vanderbilt University for a pilot project to learn how best to attract those volunteers, how to collect the 
data, and what findings about their own health participants want in return. Vanderbilt will work in 
collaboration with advisers from Verily, formerly Google Life Sciences. (Neergaard, 2/25) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

CBS News: In 10th GOP Debate, Marco Rubio Steps Up to the Plate Against Donald 
Trump  
Armed with the opposition research that's been lacking in the previous nine debates, Marco Rubio in 
Thursday night's debate came ready to take the strongest swings he could muster at Republican front 
runner Donald Trump. Rubio attacked Trump from every angle, charging that he's a fraudulent 
businessman who hires illegal immigrants. He slammed the businessman's limited plan for replacing 
Obamacare. And he questioned the front-runner's wisdom on foreign policy matters. (Condon, 2/26) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: ObamaCare Reducing Extra Hospital Stays, Study Finds  
People are having to return to the hospital less for costly readmissions because of an Affordable Care Act 
program, according to a new study by the Department of Health and Human Services. The study, 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine, finds that an Affordable Care Act program has helped 
prevent 565,000 hospital readmissions over five years. (Sullivan, 2/25) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: The AIDS Crisis Hasn't Ended in the Black and Latino Communities  
HIV rates have been on the decline in the U.S. for years now, but stark disparities remain, with some 
groups of people at high risk of infection. Here's the good part: The number of people diagnosed annually 
has dropped by about 20 percent in the last decade. But that leaves this bad part: Rates are increasing in 
African-American and Hispanic men who have sex with men. At current rates, half of black and one 
quarter of Latino gay or bisexual men will be diagnosed with HIV in their lifetimes. (Bichell, 2/25) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Washington Post: New FDA Head Robert Califf Vows to Use ‘Bully Pulpit,’ Better 
Explain Agency Decisions  
Robert Califf, a longtime Duke University cardiologist and researcher, was confirmed as the next leader of 
the Food and Drug Administration this week by a wide margin. The Senate voted 89 to 4 in favor of 
placing Califf in the agency's top post, where he replaces former FDA commissioner Margaret A. 
Hamburg. ... Aside from a confirmation hearing last fall, in which he defended his past work and said he 
had no intentions of lowering the FDA's standards for safety and effectiveness of drugs and devices, 
Califf largely remained silent. But after winning confirmation Wednesday, he spoke in a brief interview 
with the Post about his priorities as FDA commissioner. (Dennis, 2/25) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The New York Times: An Insurance Penalty from Postpartum Depression  
In January, a government-appointed panel recommended that all pregnant women and new mothers be 
screened for depression. Public health advocates rejoiced, as did untold numbers of women who had not 
known that maternal mental illness even existed before it hit them like a freight train. But the panel did not 
mention one possible consequence of a diagnosis: Life and disability insurance providers have 
sometimes penalized women with these mental illnesses by charging them more money, excluding 
mental illness from coverage or declining to cover them at all. And it’s perfectly legal. (Lieber, 2/26) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The Los Angeles Times: Ignore Grover Norquist: Medi-Cal Fix is a Good Deal  
After a federal ruling last year threatened to cut aid for Medi-Cal by more than $1 billion, the Brown 
administration and lawmakers proposed a set of tax increases and reductions that would avert the cut 
without forcing higher costs onto state taxpayers or consumers. That deal is being challenged, however, 
by conservatives opposed to new taxes — even if the net cost is zero. Lawmakers should reject this 
ideological rigidity and keep the federal aid flowing. (2/25) 
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