
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH              FEBRUARY 8, 2016 
 
California Healthline: Insurance Regulation Shifting Toward Managed Care Agency 
The regulation of health insurance in California is shifting dramatically toward the Department of Managed 
Health Care, whose share of the commercial market has mushroomed in recent years. The change has 
come at the expense of the other agency in the state’s unusual bifurcated system, the California 
Department of Insurance, whose authority over commercial health plans plummeted from 20 percent of 
the market to about 12 percent between 2012 and 2014 — the most recent data available. For a variety of 
reasons, the shrinking of the insurance department’s responsibilities is likely to continue, according to 
Katherine Wilson, CEO of Wilson Analytics, a health care consulting firm based in San Francisco. (Gorn, 
2/8) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Why It Took Years for the FDA to Warn About Infections Tied to 
Medical Scopes  
An outbreak at a Pennsylvania hospital in late 2012 should have been an early warning that a reusable 
medical scope was spreading deadly infections and nearly impossible to disinfect. But staff at the federal 
Food and Drug Administration lost the report, one of multiple missteps that allowed doctors and hospitals 
to continue using the scope for three more years even as dozens of patients were sickened. The missing 
paperwork, revealed in a recent Senate inquiry, underscores the serious shortcomings in the antiquated 
national database used to monitor the safety of medical devices, which even the FDA has long admitted 
is flawed. (Peterson, 2/8) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Reuters: Rubio Comes under Heavy Fire at Republican Presidential Debate  
Rising Republican contender Marco Rubio came under heavy attack in a presidential debate on Saturday 
from rivals who accused him of being too inexperienced for the White House and walking away from an 
immigration reform plan he championed. In a fiery debate three days ahead of Tuesday's New Hampshire 
primary, billionaire real estate mogul Donald Trump also battled with rival Jeb Bush over the use of 
eminent domain to seize private property and called for a compassionate approach to those who might 
lose their health insurance if Republicans repealed Obamacare. (2/6) 

The New York Times: Hillary Clinton Lobbied on Health Care as Secretary of State, 
Emails Show  
On Christmas Eve in 2009, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was awake before dawn to personally 
monitor a critical moment in the nation’s history. But Mrs. Clinton, the country’s top diplomat, was not 
observing a covert operation in the Middle East or tracking pivotal negotiations with a foreign power. Her 
television was tuned to C-Span, and she was watching the Senate vote on President Obama’s landmark 
health care law. Emails released last week by the State Department that were found on Mrs. Clinton’s 
private server show that she was keenly interested in the administration’s push to win passage of the 
health care law. When an aide, Miguel Rodriguez, contacted her to let her know that the Senate had 
approved the bill by a 60-to-39 vote, Mrs. Clinton was way ahead of him. (Herszenhorn, 2/5) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Burwell Says ‘Beat Goes On’ as HHS Seeks to Expand Health Law’s 
Influence  
Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell on Friday hailed the health law’s 
2016 enrollment gains and said the department was already beginning to gear up for the next enrollment 
period. In addition to the health law, Burwell’s agency is juggling many other priorities these days, 
including coordinating her agency’s response to the emerging threat of the Zika virus, President Barack 
Obama’s “Moonshot on Cancer” initiative and the growing epidemic of opioid abuse. “The beat goes on,” 
she said during a briefing with reporters at HHS headquarters. (Carey, 2/5) 

MARKETPLACE 

CBS News: The Painful Rise of High-Deductible Health Insurance  
As Americans this year signed up for new health care policies through their employers or the Affordable 
Care Act, many received an unwelcome tweak: even higher deductibles than in prior years. Deductibles, 
or the amount individuals must pay out of pocket before their insurance kicks in, have surged 67 percent 
since 2010 alone for employer-sponsored health-care plans, according to the Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation. The average individual deductible for a bronze plan through the ACA, meanwhile, tops 
$5,700 for 2016, according to research from plan-comparison site HealthPocket. (Picchi, 2/8) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The Washington Post: Laws Written by Men to Protect Women Deserve Scrutiny, 
Supreme Court Told  
History holds a lesson for the Supreme Court, the brief warns: Be skeptical of laws protecting women that 
are written by men. The nation’s past is littered with such statutes, say the historians who filed the friend-
of-the-court brief, and the motives were suspect. The brief is filed by professors from across the country in 
the court’s upcoming abortion case, Whole Women’s Health v. Hellerstedt. It urges the justices to 
examine the intent of Texas legislators who say they approved new restrictions on abortion providers as 
health safeguards for the women undergoing the procedure. (Barnes, 2/7) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

California Health Report: Beauty Shop Hazards: Potential Toxins in African-American 
Hair Products 
In the 20 years she’s worked as a hair stylist, Safiyyah Edley has seen many colleagues diagnosed with 
uterine fibroids and cancer. Yet it wasn’t until she began working at a salon next door to the Los Angeles-
based health and wellness advocacy organization, Black Women for Wellness (BWW), that she learned 
the hair products she works with on a daily basis could pose serious health risks. Jan Robinson-Flint, 
executive director of BWW, says many stylists and consumers don’t realize the beauty industry isn’t 
regulated, and that hair products marketed to African-American salons, such as hair relaxers, dyes, and 
glue used in weaves, contain some of the most toxic chemicals in the beauty industry. (Childers, 2/8) 
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The Washington Post: CDC’S Advice on Zika: You May Need to Consider Avoiding Sex  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued detailed recommendations Friday for preventing 
the sexual transmission of the mosquito-borne Zika virus, including the suggestion that men who have 
traveled to Zika-affected areas consider abstaining from sex with their pregnant partner for the duration of 
the pregnancy. ... Mosquitoes remain the primary way Zika is spread, and preventing bites is the best way 
to avoid infection. But the CDC said it was issuing the interim recommendations to stop sexual 
transmission, however rare, because of concerns over Zika's potential link to birth defects. (Sun, 2/5) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The False Charms of Bernie Sanders’s Single-Payer Plan  
Could Bernie Sanders’s “Medicare for all” proposal — national health insurance — be as good as he 
says? It’s doubtful. ... To hear Sanders tell it, his single-payer plan (the government pays for most health 
care) would cure these ailments. Everyone would have coverage. People would go to doctors, hospitals 
and clinics as needed. There would be no deductibles or copayments to discourage them. Workers would 
not be locked into jobs they dislike because they fear losing employer-provided insurance. ... It sounds 
too good to be true, because it is. (Robert J. Samuelson, 2/7) 

Los Angeles Times: Patients Need to Know About Doctor Malpractice  
When the California Medical Board puts doctors on probation for drug use, negligence, sexual 
harassment or other violations, it requires them to inform the hospitals where they practice and their 
malpractice insurers. Yet they are not required to inform the people most likely to be harmed if their 
misdeeds or mistakes continue — patients. (2/6) 
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California Healthline: State’s Medi-Cal Bill for Undocumented Kids Could Rise 
The cost of providing full Medi-Cal benefits to undocumented immigrant children in California could be 
significantly more than the state’s health care agency has projected, according to experts and advocates. 
That’s because state officials may have underestimated the number of kids in the United States illegally 
who will be eligible for the program – though it’s hard to know precisely by how much. (Gorn, 2/9) 
 
Capital Public Radio: Farm Contractors Balk at Obamacare Requirements 
Obamacare is putting the agricultural industry in a tizzy. Many contractors who provide farm labor and 
must now offer workers health insurance are complaining loudly about the cost in their already low-margin 
business. Some are also concerned that the forms they must file with the federal government under the 
Affordable Care Act will bring immigration problems to the fore. About half of the farm labor workforce in 
the U.S. is undocumented. (Dembosky, 2/9) 

The Associated Press: Lawmakers Unveil California Health Plan Tax Proposal  
The California Legislature on Monday unveiled a bill imposing a new tax on health insurance plans that 
would prevent a massive $1.1 billion hole in the state budget. The tax is designed to allow California to 
continue receiving matching funds from the federal government to pay for health insurance for the poor. It 
would replace a tax that applied only to Medi-Cal managed care organizations, which the federal 
government said it would not renew. (Cooper, 2/8) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Obama to Release $4 Trillion-Plus Budget for 2017  
President Barack Obama is unveiling his eighth and final budget, a $4 trillion-plus proposal that’s 
freighted with liberal policy initiatives and new and familiar tax hikes — all sent to a dismissive 
Republican-controlled Congress that simply wants to move on from his presidency. ... Now, Obama has 
broken out a budget playbook filled with ideas sure to appeal to Democrats: A “moonshot” initiative to 
cure cancer; increasing Pell Grants for college students from low-income backgrounds; renewed 
incentives for GOP-governed states to join the expanded Medicaid system established under the health 
care law, and incentives to boost individual retirement accounts. (Taylor and Crutsinger, 2/9) 

The Washington Post: $1.8 Billion to Fight Zika: CDC Moves to Highest Alert Level  
"We must work aggressively to investigate these outbreaks, and mitigate, to the best extent possible, the 
spread of the virus," the administration said in a statement. It said it has not yet seen a case of Zika 
transmitted directly within the continental United States, but with the approach of spring and summer 
mosquito seasons, it wants to be prepared to fight the disease. (Mufson and Sun, 2/8) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Will Healthcare.gov Get a California Makeover?  
The federal government — in pending proposed rules for 2017 — has signaled it too wants to have more 
of a hand in crafting plans. Though there are no plans to go as far as a monthly drug copay cap, 
healthcare.gov would be forging ahead on a path California already paved, swapping variety for simplicity 
in plan design. (Bartolone, 2/9) 
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Kaiser Health News: A 401(k) Withdrawal Can Lead to Trouble for Health Plan Subsidies  
It’s not uncommon for people to fail to count one-time income bumps from retirement savings or other 
sources when they’re estimating their annual income to qualify for advance premium tax credits for 
marketplace coverage, said Tara Straw, a senior policy analyst at the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. In the case of retirement savings, “they’re not thinking of it as income because it’s their own 
money,” she said. But since retirement money is generally deposited on a pretax basis, it counts as 
income when it’s withdrawn and can affect how much people qualify for in tax credits. (Andrews, 2/9) 

The Associated Press: Report: Eight States Show Big Drops in Uninsured  
Eight states saw a significant drop last year in the number of residents going without health insurance, 
according to a government report out Tuesday that has implications for the presidential campaign. All but 
Florida had accepted a Medicaid expansion that is one of two major pathways to coverage under 
President Barack Obama’s health care law. The law’s other coverage route is subsidized private 
insurance, available in all 50 states. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 2/8) 

The Associated Press: Senator Scrutinizes Pharma Links on Government Pain Panel  
A high-ranking Senate Democrat is scrutinizing links between pharmaceutical companies and 
government advisers who recently criticized efforts to reduce painkiller prescribing. Sen. Ron Wyden says 
he has a "number of concerns" about how panelists were selected and screened for an advisory panel on 
pain issues that includes government experts, outside academics and patient advocates. Wyden's inquiry 
follows a recent Associated Press story that found nearly a third of panelists at a December meeting of 
the Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee had apparent financial ties to painkiller 
manufacturers, including the maker of OxyContin. (Perrone, 2/8) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Zika Virus Raises More Questions than Answers for Pregnant 
Women  
As public health officials and epidemiologists race to understand the Zika virus, doctors in the United 
States are struggling to counsel patients and ease their fears amid a flood of constantly changing 
information. Experts say pregnant women in the United States who haven't traveled to countries with 
outbreaks have no risk of being infected. But with a rapid stream of new information about how the illness 
is transmitted, new worries keep emerging among pregnant women. (Karlamangla, 2/9) 

Stateline: Are States Obligated to Provide Expensive Hepatitis C Drugs?  
A handful of federal lawsuits against states that have denied highly effective but costly hepatitis C drugs 
to Medicaid patients and prisoners could cost states hundreds of millions of dollars. The drugs boast cure 
rates of 95 percent or better, compared to 40 percent for previous treatments. But they cost between 
$83,000 and $95,000 for a single course of treatment. (Ollove, 2/9) 

Reuters: Race to Fast-Track Zika Trials as 12 Groups Seek Vaccine  
At least 12 groups are now working to develop a Zika vaccine and health authorities said on Monday they 
were working to ensure development proceeded as rapidly as possible. The World Health Organization 
said it was important to establish speedy regulatory pathways, although all the vaccines remained in 
early-stage development and licensed products would take "a few years" to reach the market. (2/8) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

STAT: Pharma Industry Has More in Common with Martin Shkreli Than It Would Like to 
Admit  
While [Martin Shkreli] and the rest of the pharmaceutical industry are, indeed, a study in contrasts, the 
differences may be lost on the American public. Like it or not, this is a problem for every drug maker. And 
there’s a simple reason — prices for many medicines are rising. (Ed Silverman, 2/9) 

STAT: Depression Screening for Adults and Adolescents Has Benefits, but Don’t Ignore 
the Downsides  
Depression affects millions of Americans. Many of them know it; many others don’t. In an effort to reveal 
— and treat — hidden depression, the United States Preventive Services Task Force has reaffirmed that 
doctors should screen all adults and adolescents for depression. Screening means checking a seemingly 
healthy person for signs of hidden disease. It is done for all sorts of ailments, from high blood pressure 
and osteoporosis to breast and prostate cancer. (Patrick Skerrett, 2/8) 
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California Healthline: Deal on New Managed Care Tax Imminent 
Two major players in the health insurance industry have endorsed a proposed new tax on managed care 
plans after seven months of challenging negotiations aimed at preventing huge state budget cuts. The 
revamped tax, included in a bill that was filed Monday in both houses of the state legislature, is needed to 
avoid a $1.1 billion hole in the state’s health care budget come June. It replaces a similar levy that will 
expire June 30 after being rejected by the federal government. (Gorn, 2/10) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Trump vs. Sanders?  
There is no ignoring it now, the American electorate’s disregard for establishment politicians promising 
incremental change. If the country’s fatigue with the prospect of a Clinton-Bush presidential matchup has 
hovered above this 2016 race like a latent current of electricity, Tuesday’s New Hampshire results were 
the long-awaited lightning strike. (Stokols, 2/10) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Blue Shield Top Choice on California Exchange  
For the first time in three years, Blue Shield of California leads enrollment in the state’s insurance 
exchange while Oscar, a closely watched newcomer, experienced a slow start. The Covered California 
exchange said it won’t release enrollment figures by company until later this month, and insurers declined 
to share specifics until then. But interviews with industry officials indicate some insurers, such as Blue 
Shield and Molina Healthcare Inc., picked up more business while others lost ground. (Terhune, 2/10) 

Reuters: CVS Health Forecasts First-Quarter Profit Below Estimates  
CVS Health Corp (CVS.N), the No.2 U.S. drugstore chain by store count, forecast current-quarter profit 
below analysts' estimates as customer traffic to its retail stores slows. Shares of the company, which sells 
items such as personal care products, over-the-counter drugs and snacks at its retail stores, fell 2.4 
percent in premarket trading on Tuesday. (Patnaik, 2/9) 

Reuters: Insurer Cigna and Novartis Set Heart-Drug Price Based on Health Outcome  
U.S.-based health insurer Cigna Corp and Novartis AG have agreed on a performance-based price for 
the Swiss drugmaker's new heart drug, Entresto, Cigna said on Monday. The agreement is one of the few 
performance-based deals that have been made public by drugmakers and U.S. managed-care 
companies, who say they have been having more discussions about linking price to health outcome in 
order to cut unneeded drug spending. (2/9) 

The Associated Press: FDA Panel Backs Lower-Cost Version of J&J's Top-Selling Drug  
Federal health advisers on Tuesday endorsed a lower-cost version of Johnson & Johnson's blockbuster 
Remicade, a pricey biotech medicine used to treat a number of inflammatory diseases. The non-binding 
recommendation could clear the way for the cheaper medication from Celltrion, which would only be the 
second in a new class of quasi-generic biotech drugs to reach the U.S. market. These drugs, already 
available in Europe, have the potential to generate billions of dollars in savings for insurers, doctors and 
patients in coming years. (Perrone, 2/9) 
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HEALTH IT 

Reuters: Former Google Executive to Lead Cancer Diagnostics Firm  
Grail, a healthcare firm developing a blood test for early cancer detection, named former Google X Senior 
Vice President Jeff Huber as its CEO Wednesday. Huber said he wants to apply his experience building 
large-scale data systems to improve the gene sequencing technology used by Grail to detect cancerous 
material in patients who show no symptoms of the disease. (Todd, 2/10) 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

The New York Times: Pregnancy Clinics Fight for Right to Deny Abortion Information  
“Free Pregnancy Testing,” reads the large sign in front of the East County Pregnancy Care Clinic, on a 
busy intersection of this impoverished city east of San Diego. ...The clinic is one of more than 3,000 crisis 
pregnancy centers around the country that are operated by religious opponents of abortion, with the 
heartfelt aim of persuading women to choose parenting or adoption. Now it and others in California are in 
a First Amendment battle with the state over a new law that requires them to post a notice that free or 
low-cost abortion, contraception and prenatal care are available to low-income women through public 
programs, and to provide the phone number to call. (Eckholm, 2/10) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

STAT: Opioid Crisis Puts Pharmacists on the Front Line, Pressed to Serve as Drug Cops  
From behind their counters, pharmacists are increasingly, and controversially, called upon to play drug 
cop — to turn away abusers, to reject phony prescriptions, and to protect their inventory of pills from 
criminals who see pharmacies as an easy target. (Glionna, 2/10) 

The Washington Post: Johns Hopkins Becomes First Center in Country to Offer HIV-
Positive to HIV-Positive Organ Transplants  
Johns Hopkins announced this week that it had received approval from the nation's organ-sharing 
authority to become the first hospital in the United States to conduct transplants involving HIV-positive 
donors and HIV-positive recipients. “This is an unbelievably exciting day for our hospital and our team, 
but more importantly for patients living with HIV and end-stage organ disease. For these individuals, this 
means a new chance at life,” Dorry L. Segev, an associate professor of surgery at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, said in a statement. (Eunjung Cha, 2/9) 

NPR: Virus Profilers Race to Figure Out What Makes Zika Tick  
When Carolyn Coyne's lab at the University of Pittsburgh recently tried to order a sample of Zika virus 
from a major laboratory supplier, they were told it was out of stock. "They are actually back-ordered until 
July for the virus," Coyne says. "At least that's what we were told." She ended up obtaining Zika from 
another source, and it arrived at her lab Tuesday. She's just one of a growing number of lab researchers 
who are racing to investigate Zika virus in the wake of reports that it may be linked to some cases of 
microcephaly, the birth defect that leaves babies with small heads and brains. Zika virus was discovered 
back in 1947, but until recently, almost no one studied it.  (Greenfieldboyce, 2/9) 
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NPR: State of Emergency on Hawaii's Big Island over Dengue Fever Outbreak  
The mayor of Hawaii County has declared a state of emergency on Hawaii's Big Island over an outbreak 
of mosquito-borne dengue fever. The island has seen nearly 250 confirmed cases of the mosquito-borne 
virus since September 2015. State health officials first reported two cases that originated there in late 
October 2015, Mayor Billy Kenoi says in his declaration. (Kennedy, 2/9) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Drug Pricing and Un-American Trading  
The system for pricing prescription drugs in the U.S. is a bit of a disaster. Our reliance on medical 
insurance means that pricing is not based on consumer demand or ability to pay. Nor is it exactly based 
on negotiations with insurers: "Medicare, one of the biggest buyers of prescription drugs, is prohibited 
from negotiating drug prices with pharmaceutical companies." The "expensive and time-consuming 
process of getting F.D.A. approval" to sell generic drugs deters competition and allows approved 
manufacturers to charge whatever prices they want. These are systemic problems, which were created by 
legislation and regulation, and which demand legislative solutions. So yesterday a House committee 
convened a hearing to consider these problems and try to come up with a comprehensive solution. (Matt 
Levine, 2/8) 
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California Healthline: State’s Largest Health Insurance Lobby Approves Tax Plan 
Insurance industry lobbyists and state negotiators reached agreement Wednesday on a tax package to 
rescue more than $1 billion in federal Medi-Cal funding – money that the feds were threatening to take 
away. After months of negotiations, the complicated deal to tax all managed care plans finally won the 
blessing of the state’s largest health insurance lobby, the California Association of Health Plans. Because 
it qualifies as a tax hike, the deal requires a two-thirds vote of the state legislature. Though that is not 
assured, the industry’s support enhances its prospects. (Gorn, 2/11) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Surprise Insurance Fees Often Follow Medical Emergencies  
Recovering from a medical procedure is always a challenge, but getting hit with unexpected insurance 
fees can add financial hardship to the process. As health insurance plans become increasingly 
complicated, more patients are facing unexpected fees when they step outside their plan's coverage 
network. In many cases, patients don't realize they've received out-of-network care until they're slapped 
with a bill for hundreds or thousands of dollars. (2/10) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: Catholic Group Urges Pope to Allow Contraception to Fight Zika  
A Roman Catholic group appealed to Pope Francis on Wednesday to allow Church members to "follow 
their conscience" and use contraception or to let women have abortions to protect themselves against the 
Zika virus. The appeal came as the World Health Organization (WHO) advised women in areas with the 
virus to protect themselves, especially during pregnancy, by covering up against mosquitoes and 
practicing safe sex with their partners. (Pullella, 2/10) 

USA Today: Report Paints Heartbreaking Picture of Zika-Linked Birth Defects  
A new report paints a heartbreaking portrait of the damage suffered by babies with microcephaly, a 
normally rare birth defect linked to the Zika outbreak in Brazil. New research suggests that the damage 
can go far beyond the size of a baby's skull, and that babies with microceophaly who survive their infancy 
may need a level of intensive care that is in short supply in the developing countries and territories 
hardest hit by Zika. (Szabo, 2/10) 

The San Francisco Chronicle: Major Study Finds Risks for Dementia Vary Between 
Ethnic Groups  
The risk of being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of dementia is significantly higher in 
some racial or ethnic groups than it is in others, according to results announced Wednesday of the largest 
and longest study to look at the issue. (Colliver, 2/10) 

NPR: A Fix for Gender-Bias in Animal Research Could Help Humans  
There's been a male tilt to biomedical research for a long time. The National Institutes of Health is trying 
to change that and is looking to bring gender balance all the way down to the earliest stages of research. 
As a condition of NIH funding, researchers will now have to include female and male animals in their 
biomedical studies. (Bichell, 2/10) 
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KPCC: BMI: An Unreliable Scale That Could Alter Your Insurance Premium 
The researchers analyzed the link between BMI and several health markers, like blood pressure and 
glucose, cholesterol and triglyceride levels, using data from the most recent National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey. They found that nearly half of people considered overweight on the BMI scale and 
29 percent of those considered obese were metabolically healthy. On the flip side, more than 30 percent 
of people considered to be normal weight on the BMI scale were metabolically unhealthy. (Plevin, 2/10) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Should All Women Not on Birth Control Give Up Drinking?  
The American medical establishment instructs pregnant women to not drink alcohol, and those who 
ignore this advice — like those who do not breast-feed their children — are subject to social shaming. Is 
the circle of shame about to get a lot bigger? Citing the dangers of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, the 
Centers for Disease Control last week released an advisory that directs women of childbearing age to 
abstain from alcohol entirely unless they are on birth control. This recommendation, which unduly 
burdens women between the ages of about 15 and 44, is deeply troubling on both scientific and ethical 
grounds. (Rebecca Kukla, 2/10) 
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California Healthline: Hospital Infection Rates Are On the Downslide (With One Troubling 
Exception) 
California hospitals are getting better at preventing infections in their patients, according to new data from 
the California Department of Public Health. Hospitals and other health care facilities have been known as 
hotbeds of infection for years. The industry, with government prompting, has zeroed in on a 
cleanup.  Between 2008 and 2014, the department reported, surgical site infections in California have 
declined by 40 percent and catheter-tube associated bloodstream infections by 49 percent. (Feder 
Ostrov, 2/12) 

Reuters: California Insurance Regulators Probing Zenefits  
Software company Zenefits is being investigated by the California Department of Insurance over 
questions about its business practices, the agency said Thursday. California Insurance Commissioner 
Dave Jones revealed in a statement that the agency had launched an investigation into Zenefits in 2015. 
Jones said he had directed the agency to use additional resources to investigate whether Zenefits had 
complied with regulations that require the licensing and training of insurance agents and brokers. (2/11) 

Los Angeles Times: L.A. County Health Officials Want You to Eat Smaller Portions at 
Restaurants  
Now, in another attempt to reduce obesity rates, the Los Angeles County Public Health department is 
launching an advertising campaign to encourage parents and their kids to choose smaller portions and 
healthier foods the next time they eat out. Though California has the fifth-lowest adult obesity rate in the 
nation, it has the highest obesity rate among low-income kids ages 2 to 4, with nearly 17% who are 
obese. Approximately 15% of all California kids are obese, according to national data. (Karlamangla, 
2/11) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Reuters: Clinton and Sanders Battle in Debate Over Healthcare, Wall Street Ties  
In a sixth presidential debate that featured several sharp exchanges but a more sedate tone than their 
last meeting, Clinton said Sanders' proposal for a single-payer, Medicare-for-all healthcare plan would 
mean dismantling Obamacare and triggering another intense political struggle. Sanders said he would not 
dismantle the healthcare plan known as Obamacare and was simply moving to provide what most 
industrialized countries have - healthcare coverage for all. (2/11) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

HealthDay: Gains in Kids' Health Coverage Continue, but Many Still Uninsured  
Despite a significant increase in the number of American children with health insurance, many still lack 
coverage, a new study reveals. From 2013 to 2014, the number of uninsured children fell from 5.9 million 
to 4.9 million. In 2013, 7.5 percent of youngsters were uninsured, compared to 6.3 percent in 2014 -- a 16 
percent decrease. While the findings show progress, nearly 5 million Americans under age 19 still lack 
health insurance, according to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation report prepared by University of 
Minnesota researchers. (Preidt, 2/11) 

 

http://californiahealthline.org/news/hospital-infection-rates-are-on-the-downslide-with-one-troubling-exception/
http://californiahealthline.org/news/hospital-infection-rates-are-on-the-downslide-with-one-troubling-exception/
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*VYHBSJ7QbyZkW1HBvpJ6KTzl80/*W20Z7541H7KwKW2CbY8P6L8D9X0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wc7w3gbpW11M48w5TJMYxVRxtLJ5TM9HrW7ZQgwM6jCnQ4W7Ntry62nmRZkW3J0scs18mJHQW6QgM-R9kb2QHW80S6x75T2ypHW2NBdqc3s2C4vN4365c9yRP7dW7wzf5d8hBcTdW3H7mXg7nhh_ZW3JBwB123d7WyW2mJK9Z479zf6V_BL3H4PMT5TW5b9Gj9258h8mW3JwBvK1HgKL6W7mmN_H5nffPSW2Xs4RT94tjxqW69V-7s3RY2_hW1fCHcD6Dbx6mN4xWFF0Dq8jYW8L9fJx6RPk5-W2V3MsL4JRmKYW2_sDkJ8dzh--N4ChGrzMZMfQW16-kh53S7LV9W2R741N2W8h96VpcnmY3Q2JJpW7wqW5_4MdnJwW7X1vft3nS6S3W1R8Gk_5TY2zQW5Kv_X01wd5M8W6vTwWF5TTy_tW6PNz4d8Vwc7QW5186S59106t3W1Y4vSR2v1XL0W5c_1fB5tKCCpW4f-0m36HXbS_W13qXB23MZ5MnW6Pylxm6WLwZDW577smb7NRtbLW2Cprfc2xSCw4N6hr6MpDD6l6V9YFzg8_bMl_VzNl_X4w9KgQW848cGj3rnVBLW97fk5N8N2TxLW87_RWG96rKYwW4S-z5X9k5372111
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-restaurant-health-20160210-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-restaurant-health-20160210-story.html
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*VYHBSJ7QbyZkW1HBvpJ6KTzl80/*W1_xx2225D11sVk8BZg2vGs-l0/5/f18dQhb0S3_Z6XvV5qV12kpc2vjbq-W4_qcrF3BYgxKW57xT6m2Zc8YjW6FNJbm1nx6yGW29_wJW6T25syVGvczx14TCShVgNF0k3mM9nmN96R9nsjFbddW18XQpV8fS_dXW20plFm5RH42zW1hP5LM7y2lWdW7Nk1Tz8H6dxjW1VJkMM2pTYx_W1q4MWD1m4BYKW4JFgJH1zc0TSW36h55Q5R2R6XW6sMh1J8t75fkW83cd9_4M0LLBW3_DBBY5wJjfzW4-LWZD3BnCxCVRMM7R3h_MvqW6P78gq6rq710W7Dh5bF3-vlcqW5zcQg71S264pN4dKjrqw8QmbW7_WXMB7DY881N4D5GkPV-yKsW39SJzB2tl0YfW4-TdhT5Q9-w5W4-WDs12S3W3BW1CGRGw6CH7p4N1SBQRJqv6rtVPMHCH7yj8DCW2npYm38xMc_gW95Qh7N6yFZYCW46W19_87mHlfW1L5nzz87LYkLW4TT_w-6wq1ynW39N-4b6XCKQWVFnFfs1Zfk_bW4r3fb58Z3KtJN9bY3SR_MPp0W8DjXt78TDdbkW8kwPFH4mPd7VW8S7Fyf89QcY5W1DPHtx6RYJqZW999S8h6LT12dW3n6kYQ8k0T29V4jFwS8c8tZb103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*VYHBSJ7QbyZkW1HBvpJ6KTzl80/*N7pvHr5vwPgNW7zMk8T3VqT_40/5/f18dQhb0S65M2RMFdXV11S3x3Sg8PxW2YXp463wLx-ZW9gdW7d6ssx5VW63F9PD7GrY04W8yyDfk7x46NWW4z2_X44S9rTkW6vcVqg31DBZrW93lSBy8QP1W3W7FDJZJ3y24gmW5x_4T94st3_fW7tvLdf3DKPKhW8k2KhM63mWkyW72PnN77MM671W6jv90n4YWM1gW254yLz8XnpZvW4dRDND2JDnWRN5rPxmxZ0t76N12kc3CMdyKqW3dV1Y-3_ZS7QW6VyGmd3GslwxW74WZsh1YmqKMW5XhrFb5SRLzSW5jnpGg1Ys2n4VL0dqR3j9FgPW6b9QHH1D0WtHW39ZPgt23fBgCW8vTMm44tG8P3W6vmjjW5XtnQnN3SWzQn4LSGtW17MWJK3RQ2DNW4CT3T_4DW_9qW3tcNsX34xPGWW3msyyM8f1GcTW4hr4Sn4gRsprW3PS5WX8B7MdxW4vZsbP85Rp6KW6SmSn_1_v1WmW1_NJfC86VGjZW8xM81h7vxPq2W7DdDpm7MG68yN6nWPBxg-d09W3jpFt11Kl-bQN59D79qv2S-BW6-PPQ48rkj-tW3VK17J476r3lW1xr2wH74FmbDW3kZdqm4CzTw4W4zC9nX1KLGnxW4zDRRf6pWC8ZW5539Th43nlRhW4HKX4-4FKGmvd5jN5z03


 

 

 

MARKETPLACE 

Politico: Troubled Health Start-Up Theranos Faces Washington Reckoning  
Theranos, a $9 billion health care startup, is becoming a poster child for the limited value of having a 
board stocked with Washington powerbrokers. With insiders ranging from Henry Kissinger to former 
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, Theranos still faces a federal regulatory call Friday that could capsize 
the firm and threaten an innovative healthcare sector along with it. The Palo Alto, Calif., company, 
headed by 32-year-old Elizabeth Holmes, has faced growing scientific and financial skepticism over its 
bold central claim: that it can replace the scary hypodermic needle with a cheap finger prick to test human 
blood, overturning the lab testing industry in the process. (Tahir, 2/11) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Huffington Post: Democrats Push $600 Million Emergency Heroin Bill  
With Congress gradually edging around to actually treating the opioid and heroin abuse crisis as a crisis, 
Senate Democrats tried to ratchet up the pressure on Republicans Thursday to put some money into 
confronting the problem. The move came just after the Senate Judiciary Committee approved a bill called 
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act, which aims to shift the federal response away from law 
enforcement efforts and toward prevention and treatment. (McAuliff, 2/11) 

The Associated Press: Brazil, Texas State Hospital Reach Deal on Zika Vaccine  
Brazil has signed an agreement with a Texas research hospital to develop a vaccine against the Zika 
virus, the country's health minister said Thursday, adding the goal is for the vaccine to be ready for 
clinical testing within 12 months. Minister Marcelo Castro said at a news conference that the government 
will invest $1.9 million in the research, which will be jointly conducted by the University of Texas Medical 
Branch in Galveston and the Evandro Chagas Institute in the Amazonian city of Belem — two facilities 
specializing in study of mosquito viruses. (2/11) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Huffington Post: Another Debate Kicks off with a Sharp Clash over Health Care  
For the second Democratic presidential debate in a row, health care came up right away. And for the 
second debate in a row, what followed was a serious, substantive discussion that put the different 
perspectives of Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton into sharp relief. (Jonathan Cohn, 2/11) 
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