
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH             NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Mental Health Access Crisis Hitting EDs 
Mental illness has become a growing problem for California, according to two recent developments: a 
study chronicling an increase in mental health presentations in Sacramento County's emergency 
departments and a lawsuit filed this month charging health officials in Los Angeles County with denying 
access to homeless patients with mental illness. (Gorn, 11/30) 
 
KQED: Developmentally Disabled People Face Losing Access to Services as Closures Hit 
California was once known as a pioneer for spearheading alternatives to confining people who were 
developmentally disabled in state-run institutions that were notoriously overcrowded and separated 
patients from their loved ones. That changed in 1969 when the Lanterman Act guaranteed that California 
would offer free, community-based services and support for those with developmental disabilities, 
allowing them to live independently or with their families. The act created 21 non-profit regional 
centers scattered throughout the state that allot federal and state money to thousands of service 
providers like The Arc. (Hellmann, 11/27) 
 
San Jose Mercury News: California Ends Takeover of Alameda County Public Health 
Insurance Provider 
After teetering on the edge of insolvency last year, Alameda County's public health insurance provider 
has turned its finances around, prompting the state to return it to local control. The state seized Alameda 
Alliance for Health in 2014, saying the insurance plan was at risk of going under. Alameda Alliance covers 
more than 250,000 low-income people, most of them on Medi-Cal. (Parr, 11/26) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

USA Today: Congress Faces Raft of Issues in Spending Deadline to Avoid Shutdown  
For Congress, the next two weeks are all about figuring out how to keep the government open. The 
federal government is running on a stop-gap funding bill that expires Dec. 11 because Congress has not 
yet passed legislation to fund federal agencies for 2016. ... Beyond the riders, Congress is now weighing 
changes in funding for hundreds of programs across the federal government, many of which have not 
been reconsidered in years. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who chairs the appropriations subcommittee that 
handles the departments of Labor and Health and Human Services, noted his panel boosted funding for 
National Institutes of Health to conduct research on Alzheimer's, anti-microbial resistance and other 
priorities, but it did so by cutting funding for the National Labor Relations Board and other programs more 
popular with Democrats. (Singer, 11/29) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The New York Times: Ted Cruz Surges in Iowa, Powered by Outsider Fervor  
Among Mr. Cruz’s admirers at the general store was Terri Bennett, 43, of Knoxville, Iowa, who said she 
caucused for Hillary Rodham Clinton in 2008. “We watched him filibuster Obamacare, and I said, ‘I wish 
he’d run for president,’ ” Ms. Bennett said. Outside, a local pastor, Joshua Verwers, waited to pray with 
Mr. Cruz, whom he called “one of the few running who are still biblically qualified to hold office,” along 
with Mike Huckabee and Rick Santorum. (Flegenhaimer, 11/29) 
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The Associated Press: What to know about 'BernieCare,' Sanders Health Overhaul  
The most ambitious "repeal and replace" health care plan from a presidential candidate comes from Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, not from a Republican. The Vermont independent who's seeking the Democratic 
nomination has been chastised by front-runner Hillary Rodham Clinton for espousing an all-inclusive, 
government-run system. It's called the "single-payer" plan, loosely modeled on how health care is 
financed in Canada and most of Western Europe. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 11/27) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: A Tale of Two Obamacare Co-Op Insurers: One Standing, One 
Falling  
Thousands of Americans are again searching for health insurance after losing it for 2016. That’s because 
health cooperatives — large, low-cost insurers set up as part of Obamacare — are folding in a dozen 
states. The failure of Colorado’s co-op has hit Rick and Letha Heitman hard. They are currently 
customers of the Colorado HealthOP, which is closing up shop at the end of the year. The couple, who 
own a contracting business, say the co-op proved to be a life-saver when Rick was diagnosed with 
aggressive prostate cancer last spring. (Daley and Cohen, 11/30) 

The Washington Post: Little Headway in Attracting More Hispanics to ACA Health 
Coverage  
The number of people shopping for medical insurance on the Spanish-language version of 
HealthCare.gov is lagging behind last year's interest, even as the Obama administration urges Hispanics 
to sign up for coverage under the Affordable Care Act. Federal figures released Wednesday show that 
about 153,000 people used cuidadodesalud.gov during the first three weeks of the current enrollment 
season for ACA health plans, down from 244,000 during the same period a year ago. (Goldstein, 11/25) 

MARKETPLACE  

Marketplace: Diabetes Prevention Becomes Lucrative Growth Industry  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report 86 million American adults have prediabetes, and 
of those, as many as a third will become diabetics within five years. Beginning January 1, 2015, virtually 
all private insurers must cover services — with no copay — that help people with elevated blood sugar 
levels change their diets and increase their physical activity. Health officials hope the change in coverage 
will drive down diabetes rates. At the same time, make no mistake: Entrepreneurs “feel the commercial 
winds blowing,” said Omada Chief Commercial Officer Mike Payne. (Gorenstein, 11/27) 
 
Reuters: Amgen Files for U.S. Approval of Biosimilar to Humira  
Amgen Inc on Wednesday said it filed with U.S. health regulators seeking approval to sell its first 
biosimilar drug, which would be a less expensive alternative to AbbVie's Humira, the world's top-selling 
prescription medicine. Amgen said its drug, ABP 501, has demonstrated clinical equivalence and 
comparable safety to Humira (adalimumab) in late stage clinical trials for rheumatoid arthritis and the skin 
condition plaque psoriasis. Data to support the switching of patients from Humira to ABP 501 was 
included in the submission to regulators, Amgen said. (Berkrot, 11/25) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: Planned Parenthood to Reassess Security after Colorado Attack  
Planned Parenthood was already on heightened alert against threats of violence this year after a storm of 
criticism from abortion opponents over how it handles the tissue of aborted fetuses used for medical 
research. Now some affiliates of the reproductive health organization say they will scrutinize their security 
measures even further after a gunman's deadly attack on one of the nonprofit's clinics in Colorado on 
Friday. (Jenkins, 11/29) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Reuters: A Pillar of Medical Treatment is Under Threat  
When you’re sick, you expect the medicine a doctor gives you to work. But the effectiveness of one of the 
most important types of drugs — antibiotics — is under threat. In the United States alone, there are 2 
million antibiotic resistant infections causing 23,000 deaths each year. You say that you never get sick, so 
this isn’t your problem. But what if I told you that antibiotics make modern medicine possible, including 
surgery, cancer treatment and organ transplants? Half of men and a third of women will get cancer in 
their lifetimes. Many treatments for cancer weaken the immune system, putting you at risk for infection. 
(Celine Gounder, 11/28) 

The New York Times: Contaminating Our Bodies with Everyday Products  
In recent weeks, two major medical organizations have issued independent warnings about toxic 
chemicals in products all around us. Unregulated substances, they say, are sometimes linked to breast 
and prostate cancer, genital deformities, obesity, diabetes and infertility. “Widespread exposure to toxic 
environmental chemicals threatens healthy human reproduction,” the International Federation of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics warned in a landmark statement last month. The warnings are a reminder that 
the chemical industry has inherited the mantle of Big Tobacco, minimizing science and resisting 
regulation in ways that cause devastating harm to unsuspecting citizens. (Nicholas Kristof, 11/28) 
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California Healthline: Researchers, Health Officials Trying to Solve Dual Eligibles' Opt-
Out Puzzle 
On Monday, health policy researchers at UCLA announced the launch of a project to better understand 
why such a high percentage of seniors have been opting out of joining the Cal MediConnect program, 
part of the state's duals demonstration project and Coordinated Care Initiative. (Gorn, 12/1) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: California Senators are Worried about Planned Parenthood Rhetoric  
Friday's shooting deaths of three people at a Planned Parenthood in Colorado, and a series of arson 
incidents in recent months — including one in the Los Angeles area — have prompted California’s 
senators to urge colleagues to tone down partisan rhetoric on Planned Parenthood. “Doctors, nurses and 
patients shouldn’t be terrorized or threatened. The poisonous rhetoric must stop,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.) tweeted Monday. (Wire, 11/30) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: GOP Candidates Struggle to Address Public ire over Drug Costs  
What the 2016 GOP presidential candidates don’t say is that Medicare should negotiate drug prices or 
that the government should limit drug maker’s profits, steps that might dramatically shake up the 
marketplace. For the most part, they’re not even making modest suggestions to stem rising costs, 
focusing instead on hammering a few headline-making companies that they portray as bad actors. Even 
as they try to address an issue that polls show is voters’ No. 1 health concern, the candidates are caught 
in the box of Republican free market orthodoxy — and also, of long-standing relationships with the 
pharmaceutical industry, a lobbying powerhouse on the Hill. (Demko and Karlin, 12/1) 

STAT: Investments Give Lawmakers Personal Stake in Biotech, Health Care  

A STAT analysis of thousands of pages of congressional disclosure forms found that about 30 percent of 
senators and 20 percent of representatives held assets in biomedical and health-care companies, or in 
specialty funds set up to invest in those industries, during 2014. The most common investments in the 
House were Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, Merck, and Abbott Laboratories. In the Senate, investors favored 
Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer, and Merck. (Kaplan and Swetlitz, 12/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The San Diego Union-Tribune: Losing Your Life Savings to Long-Term Care  
When he was growing up in Queens, N.Y., in the 1930s, Robert Raymond's family struggled with money. 
He remembers vowing that he wouldn't be in the same financial position when he got older. Like so many 
older Americans, the Raymonds have seen their life savings swallowed up by long-term care. It took the 
couple decades to turn their modest salaries into a $100,000 nest egg and just five years to completely 
deplete it after Claire moved into an assisted living facility. (Parente, 11/30) 
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MARKETPLACE  

The New York Times: Top Prescription Plan to Offer $1 Alternative to $750 Pill  
Turing Pharmaceuticals’ effort to charge $750 a pill for a 62-year-old drug is facing a new headwind: The 
nation’s largest prescription drug manager plans to back an alternative that costs only $1 per pill. The 
prescription drug manager, Express Scripts, was expected to announce on Tuesday that it will promote 
use of a compounded medicine that contains the same active ingredient as the Turing drug, Daraprim. 
(Pollack, 12/1) 

STAT: STAT-Harvard Poll: Dismayed by Drug Prices, Public Supports Democrats' Ideas  

Most Americans believe that the prices of brand-name prescription drugs have become unreasonable, 
and their dismay is leading to wide support for government action to keep costs down, including letting 
Medicare negotiate prices with drug companies, according to a new poll by STAT and the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health. (Nather, 12/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: Aid-In-Dying Laws Only Accentuate Need for Palliative Care, 
Providers Say 
Doctors who minister to seriously ill patients say the flurry of aid-in-dying laws show just how afraid 
people are of a painful death, and how important it is to ease their suffering. (Anna Gorman, 12/1) 

The New York Times: New Diabetes Cases, at Long Last, Begin to fall in the United States  

After decades of relentless rise, the number of new cases of diabetes in the United States has finally 
started to decline. The rate of new cases fell by about a fifth from 2008 to 2014, according to researchers 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the first sustained decline since the disease started to 
explode in this country about 25 years ago. The drop has been gradual and for a number of years was 
not big enough to be statistically meaningful. But new data for 2014 released on Tuesday serves as a 
robust confirmation that the decline is real, officials said. There were 1.4 million new cases of diabetes in 
2014, down from 1.7 million in 2008. (Tavernise, 12/1) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post's The Plum Line: Where Do GOP Investigations of Planned 
Parenthood go now?  

The shooting at a Planned Parenthood clinic in Colorado Springs on Friday was a vivid reminder that the 
organization isn’t just a political lightning rod for conservatives who oppose abortion rights. It’s also under 
constant threat of harassment and violence from radical anti-abortion advocates, ranging from hate mail 
and vandalism all the way up to arson, bombings, and in a few cases, the murder of clinic staff or 
patients. (Paul Waldman, 11/30) 

Forbes: Will there be an Obamacare Bailout of Insurers?  
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) is not working out the way many insurance companies thought it would. 
Despite the individual mandate and massive new government subsidies delivered directly to insurers, 
many participating insurers, whose continued participation is essential to the ACA’s future, are losing  
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substantial money. In order to assist those insurers, the administration is now seeking a taxpayer-
financed bailout for them. Congress can block taxpayer funds from being used for this purpose by 
extending language contained in the 2015 government funding bill. Congress could also look to end the 
back-end subsidy that transfers money from people with workplace coverage to insurers selling ACA 
plans – plans that satisfy all of the new rules of the law. (Brian Blase, 11/30) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH               DECEMBER 2, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: State Lawmakers Worry Projected Budget Surplus Saps Effort to 
Revise Healthcare Tax  
One of healthcare advocates' unspoken fears is being voiced by state lawmakers who worry a projected 
multibillion-dollar budget surplus could weaken political resolve to revamp a soon-to-disappear tax that 
helps fund healthcare for low-income Californians. "The lack of alarm is troubling," state Sen. Holly 
Mitchell (D-Los Angeles) said at a Tuesday legislative hearing on the fate of California's managed care 
organizations, or MCO, tax. (Myers, 12/1) 

MobiHealthNews: California Researchers Receive $6M Grant to Predict Kids’ Asthma 
Attacks with Sensors 
The National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering, a division of the National Institutes of 
Health, has awarded a group of researchers from UCLA and USC $6 million to develop technology 
designed for children that predicts their asthma attacks. Researchers working on this project are a part of 
NIH’s $144 million Pediatric Research Integrating Sensor Monitoring Systems (PRISMS) initiative. The 
UCLA-USC team is one of many that the NIH is working with on this initiative. While the LA-based group 
is working on integrating data and providing contextual data, other groups are focused on sensor 
development and data collection as well as cloud-based storage. (Pai, 12/1) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Huffington Post: Senate Republicans are Voting to Repeal Obamacare Again  
The Senate will vote as early as Thursday to repeal the Affordable Care Act, a purely symbolic exercise 
that has played out gazillions of times in Congress. What's different this time, though, is that the bill is 
expected to make it to President Barack Obama's desk. Republicans will use a special budgetary tool, 
known as reconciliation, to take up a bill that would gut most of Obamacare. By using reconciliation, they 
only need 51 votes to pass it, and Republican leadership is confident they have the votes. The House 
already passed their version of the bill in late October. (Barron-Lopez and Bendery, 12/1) 

USA Today: GOP Focuses on Mental Health after Colo. Shooting  
Murphy's bill — which has had some Democratic support — would also reduce barriers for caregivers to 
provide information with parents or guardians of their patients, and would boost support for "assisted 
outpatient treatment" for patients with severe mental illness. AOT is basically a court-ordered treatment 
regimen, with court-imposed penalties for non-compliance. Mental illness causes tens of thousands of 
death a year through suicide, drug overdoses, and a range of ailments that afflict homeless people with 
mental illness, Murphy told USA TODAY Tuesday. (Singer, 12/1) 

NBC News: Company Put Profit over Patients in Pricing $1,000 Hepatitis Pills: Senate 
Report  
The Senate report paints a picture of a drug that burdened state and federal health insurance plans. "For 
example, state Medicaid programs nationwide spent $1.3 billion before rebates on the drug in 2014. Even 
with that expenditure, less than 2.4 percent of the roughly 700,000 Medicaid enrollees with Hepatitis C 
were treated with Sovaldi," the report reads. Hepatitis C affects about 3.2 million Americans, killing more 
than 15,000 each year, mostly from illnesses such as cirrhosis and liver cancer. (Fox, 12/1) 
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Politico: Ryan and Pelosi Bear Down on Budget as Deadline Looms  
The private conversation between Pelosi and Ryan, however, marked a new phase in the government 
funding battle, and it also helps illustrate the new dynamics between the top Democrat and Republican in 
the House. Former Speaker John Boehner and Pelosi cut many deals to fund the government, oftentimes 
frustrating Rogers and other appropriators who thought they were being big-footed. (Sherman and 
Bresnahan, 12/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Kentucky Strategy Will Test Need for State-Run Obamacare 
Exchanges  
Kentucky Gov.-elect Matt Bevin’s plan to dismantle the state’s successful health insurance exchange, 
Kynect, and shift consumers to the federal one would likely have little impact on consumers, health 
experts say. "The federal exchange is a perfectly viable alternative," said Jon Kingsdale, a Boston health 
care consultant who formerly led the state agency that started Massachusetts’ exchange in 2006, the 
model for the federal health law. Consumers on the federal exchange would still be able to shop and 
enroll in private plans and apply for federal subsidies to lower their costs. (Galewitz, 12/2) 

MARKETPLACE  

The Associated Press: UnitedHealth CEO Terms ACA Exchange Growth a 'Bad Decision'  
UnitedHealth CEO Stephen Hemsley offered a mea culpa Tuesday for his company's decision to dive 
deeper into the Affordable Care Act's public insurance exchanges, a move that ultimately forced the 
nation's largest health insurer to cut its earnings forecast. Hemsley told investors that the insurer should 
have learned more about the still-new business, and expanding before it did that was "for us, a bad 
decision." UnitedHealth jumped into two dozen state-based exchanges for 2015 after selling coverage on 
just four in 2014. (Murphy, 12/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

California Healthline: Supreme Court to Hear Case Deciding Fate of All-Payers Claims 
Databases 
On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in a data-rights case that could 
influence the success or failure of many states' all-payer claims databases. The Vermont-based Gobeille 
v. Liberty Mutual Insurance case would decide whether a self-funded health insurer has to give claims 
data, enrollee eligibility and other information to state health officials. (Gorn, 12/2) 
 
Capital Public Radio: False Alarm Mammograms May Still Signal Higher Breast Cancer 
Risk 
Women who have an abnormal mammogram should stay vigilant for cancer for the next decade, even 
when follow-up tests fail to detect cancer, a study released Wednesday finds. That's because there's a 
"modest" risk that cancer will develop during the next decade, says lead author Louise M. Henderson of 
the University of North Carolina School of Medicine in Chapel Hill. The absolute increase in risk amounts 
to about 1 additional cancer in every 100 women who have a false positive mammogram over a 10-year 
period, she says. (Neighmond, 12/2) 
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Kaiser Health News: More Women Getting Breast Screenings under Medicaid Expansion 
If you’re a low-income woman, you’re more likely to get screened for breast cancer if you live in a state 
that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act than in a state that didn’t. According to new 
research, low-income women who lived in a handful of early-adopter states that implemented Medicaid 
expansion by 2011 were 25 percent more likely to be screened for breast cancer in 2012 than women in 
non-expansion states. That’s a big change from 2008, when low-income women in both sets of states had 
similar odds of being screened. The study was presented Monday at the annual meeting of the 
Radiological Society of North America. (Shallcross, 12/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Gilead Harmed Patients by Overpricing its Drugs. But did it 
Miscalculate?  
Gilead Sciences, the maker of two stratospherically high-priced drugs for hepatitis C patients, says it 
cares deeply about enabling patient access to the drugs and “enabling healthcare accessible for all 
Americans.” According to a new report from the Senate Finance Committee, here’s how it showed its 
concern: Its executives concluded it could make a profit by charging $55,000 per 12-week treatment for 
Sovaldi, its original breakthrough drug. But the company decided to charge $84,000, which would deliver 
higher profits from fewer patients. ... The Foster City company refused to offer anything but minimal 
discounts to big insurers and Medicaid programs, even though they acknowledged that thousands of 
patients might have to go without the treatments. (Michael Hiltzik, 12/1) 

Huffington Post: Fewer Patients Have Been Dying from Hospital Errors Since Obamacare 
Started  
Hospitals have cut down on deadly medical errors, saving around 87,000 lives since 2010, according to a 
new government report. Pinning down the precise reasons for this change is difficult, to say nothing of 
predicting whether the decline will continue. Improvement has slowed in just the last year, the report 
suggests. But many analysts think government initiatives within the Affordable Care Act have played a 
significant role in the progress so far. In short, Obamacare may literally be saving lives. (Jonathan Cohn, 
12/1) 
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The Sacramento Bee: California Regional Centers take Precautions after mass shooting 
in San Bernardino 
Wednesday’s mass shooting at Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino prompted eight other 
nonprofits that serve people with developmental disabilities to close their doors early “out of an 
abundance of caution,” although officials said there are no known threats against any other facility. 
(Miller/12/2) 

Los Angeles Times: Californians Split on Health Coverage for Those in the U.S. Illegally  
A new statewide poll found a noticeable split among Californians when it comes to offering government 
subsidized healthcare regardless of immigration status. The split is between Californians who vote and 
those who don’t. (Myers, 12/2) 

Los Angeles Times: Prudential to Offer Life Insurance for People Living with HIV  
Prudential Financial Inc. said it will make life insurance coverage available to people living with HIV, 
becoming the first major insurer to do so, according to California Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones. 
People with HIV will be eligible for 10- and 15-year individual convertible term life insurance products. The 
policies will be available to those who meet the underwriting qualifications, the Newark, N.J.-based 
company said. (Masunaga, 12/2) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The New York Times: Senate Set to OK Republican Bill Unraveling Health Care Law  
GOP lawmakers suggested the bill could serve as a bridge to a new Republican health care law. Though 
Obama's overhaul was enacted five years ago and gets tepid support in public opinion polls, GOP 
members of Congress have yet to produce a detailed proposal to replace it. Democrats say repeal would 
destroy a program that has reduced the number of uninsured Americans by around 16 million, let families' 
policies cover children until age 26 and guarantees coverage for people with pre-existing illnesses. (12/3) 

Politico: McConnell Boxes in Cruz, Rubio on Obamacare Repeal  
Mitch McConnell is close to pulling off a feat that at first seemed impossible: Coax Ted Cruz and 
antagonistic conservative groups to back his strategy to repeal Obamacare. For weeks, Cruz, a 2016 
GOP presidential candidate and chief McConnell nemesis, and conservative Sens. Mike Lee and Marco 
Rubio threatened to vote against a House-passed bill dismantling the health care law, insisting that it 
didn’t go far enough in the Republican quest to finally send a sweeping Obamacare repeal to the White 
House. (Kim, Everett and Haberkorn, 12/3) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: 2016 PPO Plans Remove Out-Of-Network Cost Limits, a Costly Trap 
for Consumers  
Citing the flexibility they offer, many consumers choose health plans that provide some coverage outside 
the insurer’s network. Traditionally, such plans not only paid a portion of the bill, but also set an annual 
cap on how much policy holders paid toward out-of-network care. Not anymore. (Appleby, 12/3) 
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MARKETPLACE  

The New York Times: Health Spending in U.S. Topped $3 Trillion Last Year  
Health spending in the United States last year topped $3 trillion — an average of $9,500 a person — as 
five years of exceptionally slow growth gave way to the Affordable Care Act’s expansion of Medicaid and 
private insurance coverage, and as prescription drug prices resumed their sharp climbs, the government 
said Wednesday. Health spending grew faster than the economy in 2014, and the federal share of health 
spending grew even faster, as major provisions of the Affordable Care Act took effect. Total spending on 
health care increased 5.3 percent last year, the biggest jump since 2007. (Pear, 12/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The GOP’s Latest Doomed Quests to kill Obamacare  
Nearly six years have elapsed since Obamacare became law. The Supreme Court has upheld the 
foundations of the law — twice. Lawmakers tried dozens of times to repeal the law — and failed every 
time. President Obama was reelected after a campaign that focused in large part on the Affordable Care 
Act. More than 17 million people gained health-care coverage. But, like Captain Ahab and the white 
whale, congressional Republicans continue their quest to repeal the law. (Dana Milbank, 12/2) 

Los Angeles Times: A New Obamacare Myth is Born: Hordes of Americans are 'Gaming' 
the System  
With the traditional attack points on the Affordable Care Act having faded away--most enrollees were 
already insured (wrong), millions of people lost their coverage and couldn't replace it (wrong), etc.--
Obamacare's critics have been looking for new ones. An up-and-coming star of this firmament is the 
notion that Americans are "gaming" the system by waiting until they're sick to enroll in an individual policy, 
then dropping it as soon as they're cured. (Michael Hiltzik, 12/2) 
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California Healthline: Stem Cell Agency to OK New Approach 
The California Institute for Regenerative Medicine this week took another step toward implementing a 
new approach to stem cell work in California over the next five years. The move is expected to become 
official with a board vote later this month. CIRM's new strategic plan is designed to fast-track grant 
proposals (from an average of 22 months to a target of just over three months) and to shift funding toward 
projects that bring stem cell therapies to fruition, rather than focusing more on basic research. (Gorn, 
12/3) 

The San Francisco Chronicle: Kamala Harris OKs Complex Deal to Save California 
Hospital Chain  
State Attorney General Kamala Harris approved a deal Thursday that allows a New York hedge fund to 
manage Los Altos Hills’ Daughters of Charity Health System in what’s considered the largest and most 
complex nonprofit hospital transaction in the state’s history. The long-awaited deal and the money that 
BlueMountain Capital Management would infuse into Daughters of Charity could save a struggling 
Catholic hospital chain that includes Daly City’s Seton Medical Center, O’Connor Hospital in San Jose, 
St. Louise Regional Medical Center in Gilroy and two Southern California hospitals as well as Seton 
Coastside, a nursing center in Moss Beach. (Colliver, 12/3) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Senate Passes Obamacare Repeal, Planned Parenthood 
Defunding Bill, Putting Republicans on Record  
Even before the vote occurred, Democratic operatives seized on it as evidence that the GOP-led 
Congress is too extreme. “The Republican-led Senate is spending the last few hours of its unimpressive 
working year to attack the health care services American women and families in every single state rely 
on,” said Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee national press secretary Lauren Passalacqua. 
“Next fall, voters will remember how their Senators ignored the problems that actually demand 
Congressional action to wage a dangerous ideological crusade.” (Snell, 12/3) 

The Hill: Senate Blocks Effort to Keep Guns from Terrorists  
Senate Republicans on Thursday rejected an amendment to the ObamaCare repeal bill that would have 
tied it to a separate fight on blocking suspected or known terrorists from being able to buy guns. Senators 
voted 45-54 on procedural hurdle for the measure from Sen. Dianne Feinstein. The California Democrat's 
proposal, which she has also introduced as a separate piece of legislation, would allow the attorney 
general to block the sale or transfer of a gun or explosive to a suspected or known terrorist if the 
individual is believed to use the weapons in an act of terrorism. (Carney, 12/3) 

Los Angeles Times: Speaker Paul Ryan Tries to Shift GOP Message from Gloom to Hope  
House Speaker Paul D. Ryan is not running for president, but as he delivers a speech Thursday loaded 
with the cheery conservatism of Ronald Reagan, it's hard not to imagine some Republicans wishing he 
would. ... "If you don’t have a job, we want you to be confident that you can find one — and take it. If you 
do have a job, we want you to be confident that that job will pay well. We want students to know that all 
that school — and all that debt — will be worth it. We want seniors to know that all those years of hard 
work — and all those years of paying taxes — will be rewarded. Medicare and Social Security will be 
there when you need them," he will say. (Mascaro, 12/3) 
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MEDICAID 

Modern Healthcare: CMS Finalizes Rule Giving $3 Billion to States for Medicaid System 
Upgrades  
The CMS has finalized a rule to permanently retain funding that helps states upgrade the technology they 
need to allow their residents to enroll in Medicaid. Nearly 25% of states are looking to modernize their 
aging, often very state-specific technology systems, many of which have experienced the stress of 
Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act. (Dickson, 12/3) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Hawaii's Troubled Health Exchange Closing Its Doors  
The Hawaii Health Connector spent $130 million in federal grant money, but will be closing its doors after 
failing to achieve financial sustainability. The last day for the state-based health insurance exchange will 
be Friday, and its customers are re-enrolling on the federal website healthcare.gov. So far, just 4,500 
people in Hawaii have signed up on the federal website. Issues with healthcare.gov led to enrollment 
delays but those problems have improved, said Jeff Kissel, outgoing executive director of the Connector. 
(Bussewitz, 12/4) 

MARKETPLACE  

The Chicago Tribune: Doc in a Box: IBM's Watson Using Data to Transform Health Care  
IBM Watson once won $1 million playing "Jeopardy." Soon, it could be helping your doctor read your X-
rays. IBM Watson Health aims to make sense of a growing pool of health care-related data to help 
patients and providers make better decisions. Deborah DiSanzo, former CEO of Philips Healthcare, was 
named its head and general manager in September. (Graham, 12/4) 

The Associated Press: Anthem, Cigna Shareholders Approve $48B Tie-Up  
A $48-billion deal that would create the nation's largest health insurer inched closer to completion after 
shareholders of both Anthem and Cigna voted in favor of a buyout. The companies said that nearly all of 
their shareholders approved the deal, announced last July, when Blue Cross-Blue Shield coverage 
provider Anthem said it would pay $103.40 and a portion of its stock for each Cigna share. The boards of 
both companies have already approved the deal, and shareholder backing was widely expected, but the 
acquisition still has one more key hurdle to clear. (12/3) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: New Guidelines Boost Diabetes Screening for Overweight Adults 
More people who are overweight or obese may get screened for diabetes under new guidelines released 
this week by a panel of prevention experts. Those whose blood sugar is higher than normal now can be 
referred to nutrition and exercise counseling without paying anything out of pocket for it. The prevention 
task force also recommends that patients with high blood sugar levels be referred to nutrition and 
exercise counseling. Under the health law, the services would be covered by insurance without cost 
sharing. (Michelle Andrews, 12/4) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Huffington Post: GOP's New Plan to Repeal Obamacare is Missing One Obvious Thing  
Republicans would like Americans to believe they’ve come up with a kindlier, gentler way to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. They haven’t. The Senate on Thursday approved a GOP bill that would eliminate 
key elements of President Barack Obama’s signature domestic policy achievement, wiping out the 
coverage expansion that has produced a historic decline in the number of uninsured Americans. ... 
Thursday’s vote was a first for the full Senate -- and that’s important, even though Obama has already 
said he’d veto the proposal. It’s a reminder that Republicans remain committed to repeal, even though it 
hasn’t figured prominently in the presidential campaign, and that they have lined up the necessary votes 
should one of their own become president in 2017. (Jonathan Cohn, 12/3) 
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