
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH               NOVEMBER 9, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Long-Range Outlook for Long-Term Care 
It was a good year for long-term care policy issues in the Capitol, and there will be a full slate of them 
again in the 2016 session. That was one of the take-home messages from the annual Long-Term 
Services and Supports Summit in Sacramento last month. …there were 33 bills proposed in the 
Legislature this year that dealt with long-term care issues, and 14 of them became law. Some of the 
unfinished legislation will come up in the 2016 session, as a number of them are two-year bills, Chernof 
said. (Gorn, 11/9) 

Kaiser Health News: Calif. Medicaid Patients with Cancer Fare Worse than Those with 
Other Coverage  
Cancer patients insured by California’s health plan for low-income people are less likely to get 
recommended treatment and also have lower survival rates than patients with other types of insurance, 
according to a new study by University of California-Davis researchers. While other studies have linked 
Medicaid insurance status to worse cancer outcomes, the UC-Davis study appears to be the first to 
examine the impact of various kinds of health insurance across more than one kind of cancer. (Feder 
Ostrov, 11/6) 

Los Angeles Times: Stanislaus County Infant Dies of Flu; State Officials Urge 
Vaccination 
State health officials Friday announced the first flu-related death of an infant in California during the 
current flu season. Karen Smith, the state public health officer, used the news of the child’s death in 
Stanislaus County as an opportunity to urge widespread vaccination against influenza, including for 
children as young as 6 months and anyone who is in contact with babies not old enough to be vaccinated. 
(Gordon, 11/6) 
 
The Sacramento Bee: California to Pay Overtime to Home-Care Workers Next Year 
After a lengthy budget debate and legal fight, California will start paying overtime to hundreds of 
thousands of home-care workers starting Feb. 1, the Brown administration said this week. California has 
almost 400,000 home-care service providers who help more than a half-million people. 
Wednesday’s announcement by the Department of Social Services means that the state will tap some of 
the $270 million set aside in the current budget to pay for overtime costs in the In-Home Supportive 
Services program. (Miller, 11/6) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Chair of Key House Health Panel to Retire  
Rep. Joe Pitts (R-Pa.) announced Friday he will not seek re-election, marking an end to his nearly 20-
year career in the House. Pitts, who will have spent five years as chairman of the key health panel of the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, was first elected in 1997. Deeply religious and strongly anti-
abortion, Pitts was the founding leader of the Republican Study Committee’s Values Action Team. The 
group formed the first year he served in Congress and has been a key liaison to the Christian right. 
(Ferris, 11/6) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Why Conservatives Listen to Carson’s Pitch of Dietary 
Supplements  
The last time Ben Carson stepped onto a debate stage, he was asked about something he had never 
really questioned. Why had he endorsed the nutritional products of Mannatech, a Texas-based company 
that was forced to settle a 2009 wrongful marketing lawsuit? What did that endorsement say about his 
“judgment”? ... Yet, in defiance of the facts, Carson professed ignorance on the debate stage about any 
“relationship” with the company. He spent two days following the debate denouncing the questions about 
Mannatech as “propaganda.” And his most ardent supporters don’t care. (Weigel, 11/7) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Consumer Confusion Continues in Obamacare’s Third Year  
Recording and mixing music is Vernon Thomas’ passion, but being CEO and producer of Mantree 
Records is not his day job. He’s an HIV outreach worker for a local county health department outside 
Newark, N.J. He took what was to be a full-time job in May because the gig came with health insurance – 
and he himself has HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. But then the county made it a part-time job – and 
Thomas lost that coverage before it started. (Mogul, 11/9) 

USA Today: Obama Says He'll Visit City with Most Obamacare Sign-Ups  
President Obama wants YOU to help get more people signed up for Obamacare. Beginning the third year 
of open enrollment on the public health insurance exchanges created under the Affordable Care Act, the 
White House is rolling out a new strategy to boost participation above the elusive 10 million mark. (Korte, 
11/7) 

The Washington Post: Supreme Court Accepts Challenge to Health Law’s Contraceptive 
Mandate  
The Obama administration says it has provided the organizations with an easy way to opt out of the legal 
requirement that employers include contraceptives as part of health insurance coverage. Employers who 
object must make clear their religious objections and let insurance companies and the government take 
over from there. But the groups say even that step would implicate them in what they believe to be a sin, 
adding that they face ruinous fines if they refuse to comply. They want to be included under the blanket 
exemption from providing the coverage that the government has extended to churches and solely 
religious groups. (Barnes, 11/6) 

MARKETPLACE 

CNN Money: Merck, Eli Lilly Targeted in Federal Drug Pricing Probe  
Merck and Eli Lilly are both being investigated by the Justice Department for their drug-pricing practices. 
The pharmaceutical giants both disclosed the probes by the U.S. Attorney's office in Philadelphia in SEC 
documents. (Isidore, 11/6) 
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Reuters: Allergan CEO Saunders Warms Up to Drug Discovery  
Brenton Saunders, the whiz-kid pharmaceutical executive with a reputation for being wary of the costs of 
early-stage drug development, says he's open to new ideas from outside and is now warming up to 
investing in drug discovery if it makes sense for his company. While sources close to the ongoing 
negotiations stress that no decision on Saunders' role has been taken yet, the possibility of Pfizer being 
led or influenced by an executive who has not overseen the full development, from discovery to approval, 
of a single drug raises concerns among many industry insiders. (Pierson and Berkrot, 11/6) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Los Angeles Times: Blast from the Past: Doctor House Calls. An App, Heal, Facilitates 
Them.  
Within five weeks, [Dr. Rene] Dua's entrepreneur husband had developed an Uber-like app that would 
allow a doctor to be sent to someone's home or office at an hour's notice. The service — Heal — 
launched in February and thus far has raised $6.5 million from investors who include Qualcomm 
Executive Chairman Paul Jacobs, United Talent Agency Managing Director Jay Sures and entertainer 
Lionel Richie. It has a network of 100 doctors in Los Angeles County, Orange County, San Francisco and 
Silicon Valley who offer house calls at a flat rate of $99 per patient. (Daswani, 11/7) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Diseases are Bad. That's Good Politics.  
Did you catch that line from Mike Huckabee during the last Republican presidential debate in which he 
calls for a declaration of war on four major diseases? "I really believe that the next president ought to 
declare a war on cancer, heart disease, diabetes and Alzheimer’s," he said, "because those are the four 
things that are causing the greatest level of cost.” ... A "cures caucus" is building within Republican ranks. 
... It seems some Republicans are betraying conservative dogma -- perhaps most emphatically pushed by 
Cruz -- that says government agencies are inept and federal spending inane. But the cures caucus 
makes eminent sense. (Paula Dwyer, 11/8) 

The New York Times: How Doctors Helped Drive the Addiction Crisis  
Driving this opioid epidemic, in large part, is a disturbing change in the attitude within the medical 
profession about the use of these drugs to treat pain. Traditionally, opioid analgesics were largely used to 
treat pain stemming from terminal diseases like cancer, or for short-term uses, such as recovering from 
surgery. But starting in the 1990s, there has been a vast expansion in the long-term use of opioid 
painkillers to treat chronic nonmalignant medical conditions, like low-back pain, sciatica and various 
musculoskeletal problems. To no small degree, this change in clinical practice was encouraged through 
aggressive marketing by drug companies. (Richard A. Friedman, 11/7) 
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Los Angeles Times: Half of Immigrants in State Illegally Could be Eligible for 
Medi-Cal Expansion, Study Finds  
Half of Californians in the country illegally would be eligible for the state’s healthcare program for the poor 
if it were expanded under a proposal by legislators, a new report finds. Some California politicians are 
pushing to open up the $91-billion Medi-Cal program to people here illegally, since such immigrants are 
not allowed to sign up for insurance under Obamacare. An analysis released Monday by the Public Policy 
Institute of California quantified just how much of a dent in the state’s uninsured population such a policy 
change could make. (Karlamangla, 11/9) 

Los Angeles Times: Insurer Blue Shield Sues Ex-Executive Who Became Nonprofit's 
Critic  
Health insurance giant Blue Shield of California sued its former public policy director and accused him of 
disclosing confidential company information. The nonprofit insurer filed the breach of contract complaint 
against Michael Johnson in Los Angeles County Superior Court on Friday, eight months after he resigned 
from the company. Johnson worked at Blue Shield for 12 years and left in March. Soon after, he launched 
a public campaign against Blue Shield and criticized the nonprofit for shortchanging the public and 
operating too much like its for-profit competitors. (Terhune, 11/9) 

Los Angeles Daily News: California Reports Record Number of West Nile Virus Deaths 
Deaths from West Nile virus in California in 2015 have already set a record for one year in the state, and 
almost half of those deaths have occurred in Los Angeles County, according to health data released 
Friday. Thirty-two people have died of the virus so far this year. Thirty-one died in all of last year, the most 
since the California Department of Public Health began recording cases in 2003, and the most in any U.S. 
state. The state number is expected to still rise through November, health officials warned. (Abram, 11/6) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: In a Year of Outsider Angst, Clinton Seeks Inside Lane  
The images reflected a strategic choice by her campaign: In a year in which outsiders Sanders and 
Republican Donald Trump are surging, Clinton is opting instead to highlight her government and political 
experience and vowing to continue Obama's work. She described herself as a "proud Democrat" who 
would protect Obama's agenda and prevent Republicans from dismantling his signature health care law 
and guard against tax breaks that would benefit the wealthy. (11/9) 

MARKETPLACE 

Capital Public Radio: More Women Opt for IUD, Contraceptive Implant for Birth Control 
Contraceptive implants and IUDs are very effective in preventing pregnancy — nearly 100 percent, 
statistics show. A new federal survey finds many more women are making this choice than did a decade 
ago. Federal researchers analyzed data from a national health survey that included birth control practices 
among women of childbearing age. The survey found that while use of the pill, condoms and female 
sterilization all dipped between 2002 and 2013, the number of women using long-acting contraception 
more than quadrupled. These days, 11.6 percent of U.S. women — 4.4 million — rely on either an 
intrauterine device or a contraceptive implant to prevent pregnancy. (Neighmond, 11/10) 
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The Associated Press: U.S. to Ask Canada, UK to Extradite Online Pharmacy Officials  
U.S. prosecutors plan to ask the Canadian and British governments to extradite officials with an online 
pharmacy on charges of smuggling $78 million worth of mislabeled, unapproved and counterfeit cancer 
drugs into the country to sell to doctors. Fourteen companies and individuals from Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Barbados and the U.S. are accused of participating in the conspiracy that involved falsifying 
customs declarations for shipments from the U.K., according to the criminal indictment. (Volz, 11/9) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Health Insurance Exchanges  
The heart of Obamacare is the array of online shopping centers it created, dubbed Health Benefit 
Exchanges by the 2010 Affordable Care Act, where people who don’t get their insurance through their 
employer can go to buy coverage. ... The U.S. has set a low bar for the enrollment season that opened 
Nov. 1, aiming to get about 10 million people paying for coverage by the end of 2016. That’s less than a 
million more than the 9.1 million people the Obama administration expects will be paying for Obamacare 
policies at the end of 2015. (Alex Nussbaum and Zachary Tracer, 11/9) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH             NOVEMBER 12, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Childhood Trauma Action Plan Coming 
Health experts today in San Diego plan to unveil a statewide action plan for a relatively new focus in the 
medical community -- childhood adversity indicators. They're called ACE indicators, which stands for 
adverse childhood experience, and medical experts and recent studies have seen a correlation between 
high ACE scores representing childhood trauma and adult health risks and conditions. (Gorn, 11/12) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Ballot Measure Would Limit Drug Costs for State 
Programs 
A new poll suggests widespread support for a measure headed for the 2016 ballot that would cap 
prescription drug prices paid by state programs. The California Drug Price Act would prohibit the state 
from using taxpayer money to pay more for any prescription drug than the amount paid by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Unlike other government programs, the VA uses its bargaining power to 
negotiate prices. As a result, it pays about 20 percent less for drugs than other government agencies. 
(Robertson, 11/11) 

California Healthline: New Data Show Greater Health Disparities Among Ethnic Groups  
There are major differences in health care status among different types of Asians and Latinos in 
California -- and yet the state so far has resisted treating those subgroups differently, according to UCLA 
researchers who released an updated version of health survey data last month. (Gorn, 11/11) 

Los Angeles Times: California Colleges Step Up Efforts to Help Students in Mental 
Distress 
Increasingly, faculty are being urged to intervene at the earliest signs a student may be in trouble. 
Professors are being told to refer students to counseling services or in extreme cases — in which 
imminent harm is suspected to themselves or others — to contact campus police. Many campuses are 
adopting new tools that outline common situations and ways to respond, such as the Red Folder, a quick 
reference guide developed at the University of California that is being adopted by the 23-campus 
California State University system and many community colleges. (Rivera, 11/10) 
 
KQED: 2 Million on Medi-Cal Face Different Appeals Process 
Roughly 2 million Medi-Cal recipients must use a different medical appeals process than most others on 
Medi-Cal. Medi-Cal is the state’s version of the federal Medicaid program that provides health insurance 
to low-income residents. These Californians live in 22 counties, from Orange County to the Central Coast 
and rural Northern California. Unlike about 8 million other Medi-Cal enrollees in managed care, most of 
them can’t appeal their case to an independent physician. Advocates, patients and some lawmakers say 
this has delayed critical treatments and is simply unfair. (Bazar, 11/10) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Republican Divided Over How Far to go With ObamaCare Repeal  
Senate Republicans are divided over how far to go with an ObamaCare repeal bill that they plan to send 
to the president’s desk by year’s end. Senate GOP leaders have told their members they will repeal as 
much of the 2010 healthcare reform law as possible, but some Republicans are balking at a proposal to 
repeal the expansion of Medicaid. (Bolton, 11/12) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: AP Exclusive: Carson Profits from Ties with Convicted Felon  
Republican presidential contender Ben Carson has maintained a business relationship with a close friend 
convicted of defrauding insurance companies and testified on his behalf, even as the candidate has 
called for such crimes to be punished harshly. Pittsburgh dentist Alfonso A. Costa pleaded guilty to a 
felony count of health care fraud after an FBI probe into his oral surgery practice found he had charged 
for procedures he never performed, according to court records. (Biesecker and Sullivan, 11/12) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Marketplace: Researchers: Insurers are Steering Some Patients Away  
Under the Affordable Care Act, insurers can no longer deny people coverage based on their health 
status. But nobody said anything about charging sick people more for their drugs. A new report out 
Wednesday from Avalere found if you buy insurance on the exchanges created under Obamacare and 
need access to HIV medications, you may have to pay a pretty penny. (Gorenstein, 11/11) 

MARKETPLACE 

Washington Examiner: Doctors Group Asks Gov't to Block Insurance Mergers  
The proposed mergers have raised concerns that they could reduce competition among insurance plans, 
driving prices up for consumers and hurting the ability of medical providers to get compensated for the 
care they provide. Leading Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton has criticized the mergers, 
while congressional Republicans have blamed the Affordable Care Act for prompting them. (Winfield 
Cunningham, 11/11) 

The Associated Press: Express Scripts Sues Horizon as Fight Over Prescriptions Grows  
Drugmaker Horizon Pharma is questioning its relationship with an Express Scripts business after the 
pharmacy benefits giant sued Horizon for about $140 million and dumped a pharmacy that dispenses its 
drugs. Shares of Horizon Pharma plunged Wednesday after it said it would reevaluate its relationship with 
the Express Scripts Accredo specialty pharmacy, which accounts for a bigger slice of Horizon's revenue 
than any other pharmacy. (11/11) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Gene Therapies Offer Dramatic Promise but Shocking Costs  
As it evolves from experimental to applied medicine, gene therapy might soon find itself steeped in a new 
controversy: soaring drug prices. No therapy is approved yet in the United States, so discussions about 
price — as well as crucial questions about how much patients will pay directly — are hypothetical. But 
industry leaders are already talking about ways to get ahead of potentially massive one-time price tags 
that could make insurers and patients balk. A gene therapy approved in Europe in 2012 costs close to 
$1 million, and prices are expected to follow suit in the United States. The therapies in the pipeline are 
mostly for rare genetic diseases: sickle cell, hemophilia or immune deficiency. Their likely high prices 
stem from the expected value; unlike drugs that a person takes regularly, gene therapies are designed to 
be given once and have lasting effects. (Johnson and Dennis, 11/11) 
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The California Health Report: How 100,000 Californians are Changing Health Care  
More than 100,000 older Californians are on the leading edge of precision medicine, a trend that could 
transform modern health care. The Californians, all age 60 or older and patients of Kaiser Permanente in 
Northern California, agreed to answer survey questions and allow their medical history and DNA to be 
used to form a database that has been used for several studies published in the journal Genetics. (Kritz, 
11/11) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The Fatal Trend Among White Working Class Americans  
Two Princeton economists, Angus Deaton and Anne Case, issued a study last week that should push 
what the writers Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb called the “hidden injuries of class” to the center of 
our political conversation. Deaton and Case found that the death rates for whites 45 to 54 who never 
attended college increased by 134 deaths per 100,000 people between 1999 and 2014. They unearthed 
a startling rise in suicides as well as diseases related to alcohol and drugs. ... The truth is that elites — 
including many of us in the media — are largely insulated from the brand of despair that is driving so 
many of our fellow citizens to drink, drugs and suicide. Well-off liberals and conservatives have different 
ways of evading the realities of lives distant from their own. Will the work of two economists finally 
convince us that our indifference is unconscionable? (E.J. Dionne Jr., 11/11) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH             NOVEMBER 13, 2015 
 

California Healthline: Plan to Address Childhood Adversity 
Health care and education experts yesterday released a seven-step plan to involve childhood trauma and 
adversity indicators in state policies, educational institutions and medical practices. (Gorn, 11/13) 

Reveal: Two Years Later, California is Still Cleaning up Drug Rehab System  
California prosecutors are brokering plea deals in more than 11 criminal cases as health leaders overhaul 
the state’s drug rehabilitation care more than two years after a Center for Investigative Reporting and 
CNN investigation into the system in Southern California. (Jewett, 11/12) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Study Finds Marketplace Silver Plans Offer Poor Access to HIV 
Drugs  
In most states, consumers with HIV or AIDS who buy silver-level plans on the insurance marketplaces 
find limited coverage of common drug regimens they may need and high out-of-pocket costs, according to 
a new analysis. In 31 states and the District of Columbia, silver-level plans cover fewer than seven of the 
10 most common drug treatment options or charge consumers more than $200 a month in cost sharing, 
according to an analysis of 2015 silver plans by consultant group Avalere Health. Only 16 percent of 
those marketplace plans cover all 10 of the top HIV/AIDS drug regimens and charge less than $100 a 
month. (Andrews, 11/13) 

The Associated Press: More Than 540k Sign up for Health Overhaul Plans  
The Obama administration says more than 543,000 people signed up for coverage last week under the 
president's health care law, as the 2016 enrollment season got underway. Premiums are going up for 
many plans, and consumers are being urged to shop around. The health care law offers subsidized 
private insurance for those who don't have coverage through their jobs. The Department of Health and 
Human Services said Thursday that returning customers accounted for about two-thirds of those picking a 
plan for next year. (11/12) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Rite Aid Adds Prescription Analysis to Genetic Test Lineup  
Rite Aid is giving patients a chance to peek over their doctor's shoulder with genetic tests that help 
determine the effectiveness of some prescriptions. The drugstore chain said Thursday that it is selling 
Harmonyx testing kits at nearly all of its stores. The kits cost between $49 and $89 without a prescription, 
and customers can use them to learn more about the effectiveness of medicines for cardiac conditions, 
cholesterol and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. (Murphy, 11/13) 

Reuters: Consumer Coalition Forms to Fight U.S. Health Insurance Mergers  
Two U.S. consumer groups announced the formation of a coalition with New York labor unions on 
Thursday to press antitrust regulators to oppose big insurance mergers that would cut the number of 
nationwide for-profit health insurers from five to three. The Coalition to Preserve Patient Choice, made up 
of the Consumer Federation of America, Consumer Action and others, was formed because of concern 
about Anthem Inc's purchase of Cigna Corp for $47 billion and Aetna Inc's decision to buy Humana Inc. 
for $37 billion, the group said in a statement. (11/12) 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2015/11/plan-to-address-childhood-adversity
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http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/11/12/us/politics/ap-us-health-overhaul-sign-ups.html
http://www.chron.com/health/article/Rite-Aid-adds-prescription-analysis-to-genetic-6628041.php
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2015/11/12/us/12reuters-insurance-m-a-consumers.html


 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: U.S. Smoking Rate Declines, But Poor Remain at Higher Risk  
Smoking, the leading cause of preventable death in the United States, continued to decline last year, 
federal health authorities reported Thursday, with the share of American adults who smoke dropping to 
16.8 percent, down from 17.8 percent in 2013. Smoking has been one of the brightest public health 
successes of recent history. Nearly half of all Americans smoked in the 1960s, but a broad push against 
the habit, starting with the surgeon general’s warning in 1964, helped bring rates down. The rate has 
dropped by about a fifth since 2005, when it was 21 percent. (Tavernise, 11/12) 

The Washington Post: HUD Proposes Smoking Ban in Public Housing, Citing Dangers of 
Secondhand Smoke  
In its proposed rule, announced Thursday, the Department of Housing and Urban Development would 
require more than 3,100 public housing agencies to go smoke-free within several years. The agencies 
must design policies prohibiting lit tobacco products in all living units, indoor common areas, 
administrative offices and in all outdoor areas near housing and administrative office buildings, HUD 
officials said. (Markon, Rein, 11/12) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Huffington Post: Republicans Realize Taking Obamacare Away From Their Voters Maybe 
Isn't a Great Idea  
Republicans have enjoyed big electoral wins over the past year that put them on the verge of being able 
to do major damage to Obamacare. Only now, some of them seem a little anxious about taking the next, 
big step. It's a truism in politics, espoused by Republicans and Democrats alike, that it's awfully hard to 
take away government benefits once they've been offered. In the case of the Affordable Care Act, repeal 
would mean yanking health coverage from more than 16 million people who didn't have it before, between 
those who now get subsidies for private health insurance and those who gained access to Medicaid 
coverage via the law's expansion of that program to more low-income adults. It's the Medicaid expansion 
that now appears to be complicating the ceaseless, noisy and heretofore ineffective "Repeal Obamacare!" 
movement. (Jeffrey Young, 11/12) 

The New England Journal of Medicine: Improving Diagnosis in Health Care — The Next 
Imperative for Patient Safety  
The 1999 Institute of Medicine (IOM) report To Err Is Human transformed thinking about patient safety in 
U.S. health care. On its 15th anniversary, a topic largely missing from that report is finally getting its due. 
With its new report, Improving Diagnosis in Health Care, the IOM has acknowledged the need to address 
diagnostic error as a “moral, professional, and public health imperative.” The new report emphasizes that 
diagnostic errors may be one of the most common and harmful of patient-safety problems. (Hardeep 
Singh and Mark L. Graber, 11/11)nt. (Jeffrey Young, 11/12) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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