
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 26, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Anti-Smoking Agencies Joining Forces 
The first joint conference of three state agencies to combat tobacco use in California starts on Tuesday in 
Sacramento. High on the agenda will be what to do about the dramatic rise in the electronic cigarette 
industry -- particularly increased e-cigarette use among young Californians. It's the first official gathering 
of three state agencies that have a stake in tobacco cessation among California youth -- the Tobacco-
Related Disease Research Program, the state Department of Public Health's California Tobacco Control 
Program and the state Department of Education's Tobacco-Use Prevention Education Program. (Gorn, 
10/26) 

Kaiser Health News: In L.A., Community Health Workers are Part of the Medical Team  
Health officials across the country face a vexing quandary – how do you help the sickest and neediest 
patients get healthier and prevent their costly visits to emergency rooms? Los Angeles County is testing 
whether community health workers like Lopez may be one part of the answer. Lopez is among 25 
workers employed by the county to do everything possible to remove obstacles standing in the way of 
patients’ health. That may mean coaching them about their diseases, ensuring they take their 
medications or scheduling medical appointments. Their help can extend beyond the clinic walls, too, to 
such things as finding housing or getting food stamps. (Gorman, 10/26) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Amid Debate on Drug Prices, California Leads Way on Cost 
Controls  
The Golden State's effort to tackle the issue of skyrocketing drug prices is among the most aggressive in 
the nation, opening up a wider debate over an industry whose sales account for 10 percent of the nation's 
$3 trillion in annual health care costs. There seems little doubt that the controversy over rising drug prices 
will rage on and become a key issue in the presidential race. Though average generic drug prices have 
fallen by more than half since 2008, costs for the name-brand prescription drugs that treat chronic and 
life-threatening diseases have more than doubled over that period, up 127 percent, far more than the 
11.24 percent inflation rate. (Seipel, 10/24) 

KPCC: Infant Whooping Cough Less Severe if Mom Gets Tdap Shot during Pregnancy 
Vaccinating pregnant women against pertussis (whooping cough) provides greater protection to the small 
percentage of their infants who contract the disease, according to a study released Friday by the 
California Department of Public Health. In recent years, public health experts have been 
recommending that pregnant women get vaccinated against pertussis in the third trimester as a way to 
protect their infants from getting the disease when they are too young to be fully vaccinated. (Glickman, 
10/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Reuters: For 61st Time, U.S. House Passes Anti-Obamacare Bill  
Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives approved legislation on Friday targeting President 
Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act that, like 60 other attempts before it, stands little chance of 
becoming law. The measure uses special budget rules that give it a greater chance of passing the Senate 
and reaching Obama's desk than previous efforts, but Obama has said he plans to veto it. (Sullivan and 
Lawder, 10/23) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Carson: Can a Man of Great Surgical Skill Lead a Nation?  
[T]he White House is a long way from the operating room, where the doctor with the technical skill 
unquestionably is the one in charge, not the best deal-maker or diplomat seeking consensus. Carson's 
lack of executive experience produces deep skepticism from critics in both parties. Yet he's among the 
leaders in the Republican presidential campaign. In a new Associated Press-GfK poll, Carson has the 
highest positive and lowest negative rating of any Republican sized up by registered GOP voters, with 65 
percent giving him a favorable rating and just 13 percent rating him unfavorably. ... Pediatricians were 
dismayed when Carson questioned whether children get too many vaccines at once, even as he disputed 
any link with autism. (Neergaard and Peoples, 10/26) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: New Health Overhaul Challenge Reaching Supreme Court  
Opponents of President Barack Obama's health care overhaul are taking yet another challenge to the law 
to the Supreme Court, and say they will be back with more if this one fails. A new appeal being filed 
Monday by the Pacific Legal Foundation contends that the law violates the provision of the Constitution 
that requires tax-raising bills to originate in the House of Representatives. (Sherman, 10/25) 

The Washington Post: HealthCare.gov to Open on Nov. 1 with Upgrades and One Delay  
By this third year, [Andy Slavitt, acting CMS administrator] and the other officials said, the Web site will be 
40 percent faster than a year ago and will, in spots, use vocabulary that is easier to understand. 
Computer screens will remind insurance shoppers that they need to submit certain information, such as 
Social Security numbers, to avoid problems later on. And a new “out-of-pocket calculator” will show 
insurance shoppers what various health plans would cost them in deductibles and co-payments, as well 
as monthly premiums. (Goldstein, 10/23) 

Los Angeles Times: Obamacare: 36% of California's Uninsured Don't Know the Feds Can 
Help Pay Their Premiums  
Survey data released Thursday show that 36% of uninsured Californians are unaware of the premium 
subsidies available under the Affordable Care Act. In contrast, only 16% didn't know about the tax penalty 
for lacking health coverage. About 90% of the 1.3 million Covered California enrollees receive subsidies, 
and more than 200,000 people pay less than $50 a month thanks to that financial assistance. (Terhune, 
10/23) 

CNN: Romney Walks Back Apparent Compliment of Obamacare  
Mitt Romney stirred up a controversy Friday after he appeared to praise Obamacare, the law he pledged 
to repeal when he ran for president in 2012, before later walking back his comments. The 2012 GOP 
presidential nominee had told The Boston Globe earlier in the day that Obamacare wouldn't have come 
about if he hadn't pushed to expand health care in his state when he was governor of Massachusetts. He 
credited Tom Stemberg, the co-founder of Staples who died Friday, with encouraging him to help more 
people get health insurance, leading to legislation which eventually became known as Romneycare. 
(Wallace, 10/23) 

 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*VpBqWZ75fF_6W23R7jJ4nJlhh0/5/f18dQhb0SfHC9dLVKNW8cK3Zm50RnyCW1hRrvQ2M3GWBW1FSlRJ2P7_nXVbxYmW4s2Rj5W4tTW9m97cVj_W96Ls9w50SW5mW4s9Rv54s9WHpW6bwqqq7c-qDQW5Drttr6Rw-f3W24X95h6bwqNnW4rQbdX2lQJB0W4Xq_Dx64JhN0VXDmq190G7thN8S3yR5bY02SW4s8cQ04DXXyHW7-vtGG25DwzqN6bws6tZ0pdfW25G80y7-FrrBW95RRnY1bX69GW625bx16Gj8TSW6bVryZ3xPtL6W5rC5Q63lzN6vW4Dl4vz3sxsmPW8-dmR57d094fW6G7Fbl4DFfS3W6R85xP414CM6W8R2BLG6nPhCFW4Ttgj_2hRwQGN3TNvTbb_hMpW2yqQ4f1KhG_nW6QrH6F6NjDZhVc1xZc6ZFyZVW5vcNgp5WbM7rW4rjNVc7YX83BW61SPNZ7f69dpW7fdCZV7yQ3M2W5svS7m4KP5BHW1Vtfzy2kdwBQN22TNxn9Mb7LW480N931MhRqjW2SgfW-7C1mW5W7xNy191LjwS6W5hfR428jR9n5W8ZbSX11qB8-5W1vxw5S8rf831W6ZdgYR1tQj5fN7VljBG9XfyRV3_BXw1gpG3g111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*VzclG-6n051NW12cy8Q1K5Psy0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5J8Y9ZfzW779FJn4T_wzgN7fK0G-Rs8WvVsd4G61SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q5CW1TNBsT8T3yZnW8WC9fk55R85fW8Yztwf8_h6YVW567Y-G2KptYcW30nTY97w46DVW1HHcVn49RxKLN2MTPSyKng6qW1Wg4bj6Xp3fFN58rpH9GXfnqW6DCqh14ctKtgV7Pyv25nnwlQW2_VNPZ2LFNzlW567bYV5lKvt_W5420y54KTgT6W6Pkt_V62_rT0W4MhPlC5mKjF6N3kRsb2NHCQKW7cvxVf8q5qBxVVQf4X5vDhTYW3J3ybV4Y9Lq2W60P47x5D8ZnnW4sWhyf94wD-rW3fz8Tm4TL3yYW5F7QQh60gTqtW35M7L-4vxb54W5vFjyd5qsjX2W6069sY96LJTbW8BSKDD4tLJctW3PwNzw1kdZnWN6R9TPgcVpbBW95-4nQ8GclM4W4Ts--S4Pw1VkW2sbPxn14nMSYVvb3NG62TDMbW8yG1vX7lPdxYN95S7zbsk4dRW3BBxQ_5LgDfVN74zvfyVpdR6W7td2t77wGc-VVVFSNJ8zpG0DW632kjy2ZkDpKW28j_Bn4FBQq80
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W18g19R4gfl5XW3ptpsB19vq1n0/5/f18dQhb0S4JZ2WK2bdV1xhd05VRw81N68QFMCM9vbVW3_2Wz22Hh-C_W36v01L6z1lRtW5xjB1L3HBPjGW7YYxbn5PcqykVbtFZf2dqQPdVDwFrH2bJDQLN8htmq8F1KKpW8wDsnz8QfWc3W5Ghy9H9f9BBjW1ZhXqp4ggVpBW8Bgcmq5NmydfW7Jjv4K7rXnsgW1N0JJm4NVNtJW5YKz421TYBc9W1NTHbv6tv46ZVLTmZk2H3F7lW8QPhNq8bhDddW1W5Z8_4NF7zxW5jFpqH4553StW3VdK4C7j0cyQW2xyXJQ5jwrl6W4h7Bbs1n_GTzMsHxdb6wlw2W4N6GPN7zZy2rW1gHdBQ7BLXYNW2H_Qnn51qxkdW2qqZX97rqkW4W4R3kjs48CzZ-W5Khq_b2cH7RqW8Gpf5y5YCyMGW6Wt_1-2JVjJzW8rvDHh6knbH4W2GVQZf55jF2yW5Dfbjp55mFttW8mMDj77Pkg04W11gLJp84HMKZW7TYl0C4Rq-v1W5jbTyN77lMDqMZ3yr863wPfW7cRcTm6jjMKHW8DD8312bDnC7VCxk1y1730ZGW87xNvS5XzN_RW6sSnpJ1hXwtDW5RQmX23P6QpcW2ZPBP_6h14mbW2GP4mk4wBqsQVwRjK294fwS0W47Z71W8nxwbdVRg7mh5BTLScW7L_91J1MkMxvW7wh8vb6-RGYzW7BF07d8DyXHhW7Tx1F763061RW9fdCLn4F8ssX102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W1qx_Ph5l1VtdW4TjBQN7kl2Rh0/5/f18dQhb0S8369dK76WW8d8gSm2qwv1yN3DT0k_qd4sfMf5dhPXD6prW39Dr-N8pCDK1W50Cw1r6b-xmrW96Ls77634p29N6b-FZWYFcSBW1mbZb12ysrXrW51Mrx56RXngSW6P4ksg17nP8QVqlxRR33FKk4W4cPt238W1MJ7MrNHw3vLCkrW54SyTQ1zM_SsW49RxKL2MTPSyVKng6q1Wg4bjW6Xp3fF58rpH9VGXfnq6DCqh7W1hq7Pc8Tn8S_N1Cf24vrzZDMW7MvcFJ548GrJW5lKvt_5420y5W4Ml0MJ1kXfytW1SdKWJ1m2sXxN8Xl1cbS4m02W968NvS2hBQwBW1MqhJK7ldyjxW608MzT7GXxcMW6jDHj820VZVSW1L457Y7kVSskW1FccJT24b2g0W6915_t7HM1CtW80ty2k1Pcv7vW84ssrz1lmx32W1S06Hy7L-RN5W7C7-gn71bYBpW78dx4F7b-JBvW1sD7g81Y8yWQW83P5Sk6jPCqjW3bwBC91FwVHxN11rnNb4Vjm2W6LB2gv1vt_W0W2SgfW-7C1mW5W7xNy191LjwS6W5hfR428jR9n5W8ZbSX11qB8-5W1vxw5S8rf831W6ZdgYR1tQj5fN7VljBG9XfyRV3_BV78V06FF111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W1qx_Ph5l1VtdW4TjBQN7kl2Rh0/5/f18dQhb0S8369dK76WW8d8gSm2qwv1yN3DT0k_qd4sfMf5dhPXD6prW39Dr-N8pCDK1W50Cw1r6b-xmrW96Ls77634p29N6b-FZWYFcSBW1mbZb12ysrXrW51Mrx56RXngSW6P4ksg17nP8QVqlxRR33FKk4W4cPt238W1MJ7MrNHw3vLCkrW54SyTQ1zM_SsW49RxKL2MTPSyVKng6q1Wg4bjW6Xp3fF58rpH9VGXfnq6DCqh7W1hq7Pc8Tn8S_N1Cf24vrzZDMW7MvcFJ548GrJW5lKvt_5420y5W4Ml0MJ1kXfytW1SdKWJ1m2sXxN8Xl1cbS4m02W968NvS2hBQwBW1MqhJK7ldyjxW608MzT7GXxcMW6jDHj820VZVSW1L457Y7kVSskW1FccJT24b2g0W6915_t7HM1CtW80ty2k1Pcv7vW84ssrz1lmx32W1S06Hy7L-RN5W7C7-gn71bYBpW78dx4F7b-JBvW1sD7g81Y8yWQW83P5Sk6jPCqjW3bwBC91FwVHxN11rnNb4Vjm2W6LB2gv1vt_W0W2SgfW-7C1mW5W7xNy191LjwS6W5hfR428jR9n5W8ZbSX11qB8-5W1vxw5S8rf831W6ZdgYR1tQj5fN7VljBG9XfyRV3_BV78V06FF111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*Vc7zh4691ZQ5W5l1w196jjyRr0/5/f18dQhb0S1Xm2RwGjRW12d-1T1K_SBrW2pz9Qd1fNx7CW646QfH2mH0trN7NKdj6p9s5RW22KWXQ9659VGW4T72Ky83prmBN7DX6jzL-kc9N6vgY6096fyKW1vGY48870fk_W44rrn14GyycqW3kZ06T2hDsrSW8n0G138-khXcW4NSY2g6THv88W89C7YT53tRBcW1vm75j8p-LTxW1y9DmL5TccrmV780bs4kV3_hMLBQqYvxPwrDbPSXrch-4W4-PML-3pVnbVW7dBh743rNM0tN7jNmrx-zFNNW3pNF6X1g-VqGVQslV641SqqnN7kgwK49wSLQW8vW8FZ5BRWbRW2qS23Z4QDz2vW7bg0f9552x0HW3JL6zd4Kgf66W3LvnFm9464Q9W3tQC_4680yNrW16Z0sw3nzqMzW40_wJB6B-BJdW80BmW25Fz702V6RGwF5_9yqpW5MfkNY2MprgVW6XNpzT8MPkQxVXqYnv9fclfNW2VSl1530j74nW7SX7gY8wHl9DN7D3yzvbX6cQW8GwHL95LdckkW3W2m5v8Jyv7DW78lgpV3JDJRYW4hLmZY93g_dbW5wXfBc9bVc95W5wLLT64zFLN1f3g7yDh02


 

 

 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Legal Tangle in California May Shed Light on Specialty Pharmacies  
As Valeant Pharmaceuticals prepares to defend its drug sales practices to Wall Street on Monday, new 
details are emerging about the tangled relationships - and litigation - among Valeant’s specialty pharmacy 
partners. The court cases, which have drawn media attention in recent days, are expected to be 
addressed during Monday morning's investor call, a person familiar with the matter said. Valeant lost 
more than 30 percent of its market value this past week as the company disclosed details of its 
relationship to a Pennsylvania-based pharmacy called Philidor Rx Services. (10/25) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Why Did the American Cancer Society Ignore Evidence About 
Early Detection Until Now?  
For a century, the American Cancer Society has held up “early detection” of breast and other cancers as 
its mantra. Once, that made sense. But over the past few decades, the limitations of this approach have 
become increasingly apparent to researchers, physicians and other advocacy groups: Early detection 
may not save lives, and it can lead to unnecessary procedures. Yet the ACS has continued to insist that 
early detection was still the best way to find and treat the disease .... Why did it take the nation’s most 
fervent anti-cancer group so long to grapple with new facts? The answer is a reminder that the best way 
to fight disease is with evidence — and that we should not pay for tests that are not effective, even if they 
are popular. (Barron H. Lerner, 10/23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W81hW2G92Px4jVqst4x8sjNRK0/5/f18dQhb0SfHD9dK76WW8d8gSm2qwv1yN3DT0k_qd4sfMf5cNlXD6prW39Dr-N8pCDLcW5sh33G6b-xmrW96Ls736bL3JLN2yH5cjdVkh4W4Ws6h465sTJhW7cVwtB7cblX_W1fJlnL48pk4pW25NJ-J1nrFm7W50SV1w6QrzQ3W7c-yYp4sX6C9W26mPZm6PVKcrW6N3nBL8xGZPgW1695Wv5cTp29W5CkzdF16vZmwW1mb-F595M0X3N5tHff7cPtNwW3VpCL396zRPSW6bT6L38RRjQgW5tk2G06Pkt_VW62_rW_5YFJKDW96dt4S4r1QvYW7h6zqS7cvxVfN8q5qBxVQf4XN5vDhWYf-bt9W2vZjfz1k41f7W64K0Vd4nZfmwW5C5b-05xdPXrV98J2_8ngzkLVWp7mT4wVyj9W4X9vVz8rC5F8W4pj0rP3JKK7MW98K3nX4-71V4W22H1cH4RvMHTVTQlxT1rpV6VVcF77k3b5HWvN8GclM4PNtBvW3TJL4-8csLSqN10360Jp6JfqW6zy7gS7nRbLyW1rdQfN2lFSjHW3qvbjl5PkNwpW96kM2Z20VrVTW3XhVFC77ZKL1W6Hrr9M4xHrg-W95X4276RnzS2N1WPqsC1mjTJf25yRK403
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W252Jx17dsKQMW3swpqW6C1hjZ0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2RMZ9TV123nW2swHZDN5TkNDgFfSJkW3-zl576GdgSBW5tD_v06SFgm-W1nBfk-1TWHMdW4kD4tx4vBk91N8cxq3rhjnkYW4PttyN4N-S0hMTTZfG3fTdhW8YpS_p891qCQW59_2xL6m6dL3W2yKgWB9btgTPW3TRJ255Yhyt_W4gl61S415WZrW3gTfh84dctv0W1VSBvn5-4gv6N2Hmp8LVG-tZW3G_p7g1Vf9FNV2fFRR6ftY5KW8hWTBb5mCtG0M1ckjK23GhxW4n8_-x7PXc_mW5B0kBx6QP2gvN85Yg83C_n38W4LllnL72jlQLW7Y3z2723nGx2W56vXwY68XjVVW8Yq0Qq4RJNvNW2SQbm08PFxVQW7Zbqth26skvNW1ghXMm1xcfrfW5KJmkC5xQTjcW4LVTs44S7qwPW21TMtR12VkLZN5BjxlQG7tF6W5qVlx45598_gW9gVKyh6lcqB4V28YBS2kTnhwW4tWjlL4PJL6XN8k9TFMjk_FyW4YMbZn7Yxm1HN4QvXlYXzGSKVnvN6q4mW0ZVW5qHkY_80r83-VtN5cP1ZDt_XW2fhgDZ30fp4NW3HTFJ18n6M49W70MK1g4mkg0nV4PFD749PTzTW7vGNl68cLbyKW65VJmc5y0Ds5W6m2dtH6w8kXyW6Kjk0b87fjFFW5Gcldr9cbqyyW7ddMq28Vpdd7W17NMr-6FzTS8W9fflp25Ccs89102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W2gPXcC6JDxmyW1Vqjnp8PTlpg0/*W252Jx17dsKQMW3swpqW6C1hjZ0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2RMZ9TV123nW2swHZDN5TkNDgFfSJkW3-zl576GdgSBW5tD_v06SFgm-W1nBfk-1TWHMdW4kD4tx4vBk91N8cxq3rhjnkYW4PttyN4N-S0hMTTZfG3fTdhW8YpS_p891qCQW59_2xL6m6dL3W2yKgWB9btgTPW3TRJ255Yhyt_W4gl61S415WZrW3gTfh84dctv0W1VSBvn5-4gv6N2Hmp8LVG-tZW3G_p7g1Vf9FNV2fFRR6ftY5KW8hWTBb5mCtG0M1ckjK23GhxW4n8_-x7PXc_mW5B0kBx6QP2gvN85Yg83C_n38W4LllnL72jlQLW7Y3z2723nGx2W56vXwY68XjVVW8Yq0Qq4RJNvNW2SQbm08PFxVQW7Zbqth26skvNW1ghXMm1xcfrfW5KJmkC5xQTjcW4LVTs44S7qwPW21TMtR12VkLZN5BjxlQG7tF6W5qVlx45598_gW9gVKyh6lcqB4V28YBS2kTnhwW4tWjlL4PJL6XN8k9TFMjk_FyW4YMbZn7Yxm1HN4QvXlYXzGSKVnvN6q4mW0ZVW5qHkY_80r83-VtN5cP1ZDt_XW2fhgDZ30fp4NW3HTFJ18n6M49W70MK1g4mkg0nV4PFD749PTzTW7vGNl68cLbyKW65VJmc5y0Ds5W6m2dtH6w8kXyW6Kjk0b87fjFFW5Gcldr9cbqyyW7ddMq28Vpdd7W17NMr-6FzTS8W9fflp25Ccs89102


 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 27, 2015 
 
California Healthline: California's Listing Widely Used Herbicide as Carcinogen Fuels 
Public Health Debate 
California is on the verge of listing a widely used herbicide as carcinogenic for animals and probably for 
humans. It could be the first significant policy salvo in the United States in what is already a long, far-
reaching public health debate over genetically modified crops and the chemicals used to grow them. The 
chemical glyphosate, a main ingredient in the popular herbicide Roundup, was labeled as a carcinogen 
earlier this year by the International Agency for Research on Cancer, the World Health Organization's 
cancer authority. (Lauer, 10/26) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Congress, White House Reach Two-Year Budget Deal  
The introduction sets up a vote as early as Wednesday on the bipartisan budget deal which would 
increase military and domestic spending and avert a potentially catastrophic default in exchange for long-
term spending cuts. ... The timeline is tight for building support for the plan with the Treasury Department 
saying the debt ceiling will be hit by Nov. 3. ... The agreement includes about $80 billion in additional 
spending over two years, divided equally between defense and domestic programs. Those spending 
increases would be offset by savings from changes to the Social Security disability insurance fund and 
Medicare payments to doctors and other health care providers. (Snell, 10/27) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post's Fact Checker: Jeb Bush’s Incorrect Claim About a Silly Obama 
Health-Care Promise  
This statement by former Florida governor Jeb Bush is a particularly instructive example. It started with a 
misleading claim by then-Sen. Barack Obama, campaigning for the presidency in 2008. It then has 
morphed into a recurring GOP claim that has been repeatedly been proven false by The Fact Checker, 
FactCheck.org, and PolitiFact. And yet here it is again. We’re not going to give up. Time for a refresher 
course! (Kessler, 10/27) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Marketplace Customers Could See Higher Premiums, No Coverage 
for Out-of-Network Care  
When the health insurance marketplaces open on Sunday, consumers shopping for 2016 coverage may 
encounter steeper premium increases than last year and more plans that offer no out-of-network 
coverage. ... Although most consumers zero in on premiums when comparing plans, next year it could be 
especially important to pay attention to the network of doctors and hospitals that are part of the plans that 
they’re considering. There will likely be fewer plans that cover broad networks of providers, says Kathy 
Hempstead, who directs health insurance coverage issues for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. In 
addition, a growing number of marketplace plans will cover only doctors or hospitals in their provider 
networks. (Andrews, 10/27) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: Valeant CEO Staunchly Defends Drugmaker's Accounting, Ethics  
Valeant Pharmaceuticals International Inc. took its first major steps Monday to push back against charges 
of accounting and ethical irregularities, appointing a new director aimed at calming investor concerns. Yet 
Valeant’s shares continued to decline after their 35 percent slump last week. Chief Executive Officer J. 
Michael Pearson, four other executives and six board members took to a conference call to mount a 
defense of the company’s arrangement to sell medications through mail-order pharmacy Philidor RX 
Services, a practice that a short-seller last week said pumped up Valeant’s revenue. (Bloomfield and 
Mittleman, 10/26) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Bacon and Hot Dogs Can Raise Cancer Risk, WHO Says 
The World Health Organization has confirmed some rather unwelcome dietary advice: Bacon, hot dogs 
and other processed meats can increase your risk of cancer. Not only that, fresh cuts of red meat 
probably cause cancer, too. While doctors have long warned against eating too much meat, the 
WHO’s International Agency for Research on Cancer in Lyon, France, gave the most definitive response 
yet Monday about its relation to cancer. The report, published Monday in the journal Lancet Oncology, 
classifies processed meats as “carcinogenic to humans,” putting them in the same category as asbestos, 
tobacco smoke and formaldehyde. (Kaplan, 10/26) 

The Washington Post: End-of-Life Care Vastly More Expensive for Dementia Patients 
Than for Others  
Care in the last five years of life costs much more for patients with dementia than for those who die of 
heart disease, cancer, or other causes, a new study shows. In addition to costing more across the board, 
out-of-pocket spending for patients with dementia is 81 percent higher than for people with other 
diseases. According to the study, conducted by the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Dartmouth 
College and University of California, Los Angeles and funded by the National Institute on Aging. 
(Bahrampour, 10/26) 

Reuters: U.S. Task Force Advises Blood Sugar Tests for Overweight Adults  
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) now recommends blood sugar testing for all 
overweight adults ages 40 to 70 even if they don’t have symptoms of diabetes. Those with high blood 
sugar but not diabetes should be sent for intensive behavioral counseling to promote a healthy diet and 
exercise that may delay or prevent the disease, the Task Force says. (Doyle, 10/26) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post's Right Turn: It’s the GOP’s Moment to Offer an Obamacare 
Alternative  
If Obamacare had met its projected enrollment of 20 million (instead of 10 million) or if it had stemmed 
rising health-care costs (and kept premiums flat), it would be hard for conservatives to advocate repeal 
based on abstract arguments about compulsion and centralization. Fortunately for Obamacare critics, 
they have no problem identifying serious deficiencies. (Jennifer Rubin, 10/26) 
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Huffington Post: What Obamacare Opponents Get Wrong -- and Right -- About Insurance 
Premiums  
Donald Trump is attacking the Affordable Care Act again. He says health insurance premiums are rising 
by 35, 45 or even 55 percent in some places. Officials at the Department of Health and Human Services 
tell a very different story. They say premiums for the standard insurance plans are rising by just 7.5 
percent on average.... Trump is right, but so is HHS. And therein lies a pretty good snapshot of how the 
health care law is working out, three years into implementation. Some of the scary-sounding reports are 
true. But they reveal only a small part of the picture. (Jonathan Cohn, 10/26) 
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Los Angeles Times: Anthem Blue Cross to Repay $8.3 Million to California Customers  
Anthem Blue Cross agreed to end midyear policy changes that raise costs for consumers and to 
reimburse nearly $8.3 million to about 50,000 customers in California as part of a settlement of a class-
action lawsuit announced Tuesday. The settlement resolves two lawsuits filed by policyholders in Los 
Angeles County Superior Court in 2011 alleging that the state's largest for-profit health insurer increased 
annual deductibles and other yearly out-of-pocket costs on individual policies in the middle of the year. 
Anthem Blue Cross was accused of breach of contract and engaging in unfair business practices. 
(Masunaga, 10/27) 
 
Kaiser Health News: Survey: Low-Income Elderly Reject Calif. Managed Care Experiment 
For Fear of Change  
A large share of low-income elderly Californians have opted out of a statewide managed care experiment 
because they feared losing their doctors and were reluctant to make any changes to their health care, 
according to survey data released Tuesday by the Field Poll. California is in the middle of a three-year 
pilot project aimed at nearly 500,000 of the state’s most costly patients – so called “dual eligibles.” The 
beneficiaries receive both Medicare, the health insurance program for seniors and the disabled, and 
Medicaid, or Medi-Cal in California, which provides coverage for the poor. The state program, known as 
Cal MediConnect, has had a high rate of people opting out — about 47 percent, according to the state 
Department of Health Care Services. (Gorman, 10/27) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Covered California Signs $12M Call Center Deal; Hiring 
Blitz Starts Wednesday 
The scramble is on for up to 500 temporary call-center workers to answer questions and help enroll 
consumers in Covered California. Virginia-based Faneuil Inc., in partnership with InSync Consulting 
Services in Roseville, won a $12 million contract for the business early this month. Open enrollment starts 
Sunday at Covered California and runs through Jan. 31, 2016. The contract, down from $14 million last 
year, augments the work done at Covered California’s existing call center in Rancho Cordova. There 
were discussions this spring about eliminating the extra help, but Covered California released a request 
for proposals in September. Faneuil won it this month. (Robertson, 10/27) 
 
California Health Report: Disparities Persist When Finding and Seeing a Doctor 
Although everyone ends up spending about the same amount of time with a doctor during an 
appointment, those who are from certain racial groups and who are low-income spend more time and 
resources getting care, according to a new study. The results of the study, published this month in JAMA 
Internal Medicine and on the California HealthCare Foundation’s website, show that blacks and Hispanics 
spent about a quarter more time than whites traveling to appointments, waiting for them and completing 
administrative tasks. (Guzik, 10/26) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: The House’s Big Day: Budget Deal Vote, GOP Nominating Ryan  
The House is poised to vote on a bipartisan pact charting a two-year budget truce and Republicans are 
set to nominate Rep. Paul Ryan as the chamber’s new speaker, milestones GOP leaders hope will 
transform their party’s recent chaos into calm in time for next year’s presidential and congressional 
campaigns. (Fram, 10/28) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Budget Deal Will Be 'Pinata' During GOP Debate  
The bipartisan congressional budget deal will be an easy target for the GOP presidential field during 
Wednesday’s prime-time debate. And GOP leaders are bracing for their carefully crafted work to be 
treated like a punching bag. ... The deal actually will be good news for the eventual GOP nominee, taking 
presidential year shutdown and default threats off the table. (Everett, 10/28) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Poll: Majority of Americans Agree That the FDA Should Review Drug 
Ads Before They Air  
There’s been a bipartisan outcry over the rising cost of prescription drugs – for instance, presidential 
candidates from both parties have identified high drug prices as a major concern. But there’s been far 
less discussion surrounding government oversight of how those medications are marketed to consumers 
and doctors. According to a poll released Wednesday by the Kaiser Family Foundation, almost 90 
percent of people surveyed think the Food and Drug Administration should review prescription drug ads 
before they air – something it currently doesn’t do – to make sure they’re clear and accurate. (KHN is an 
editorially independent program of the foundation.) Those findings held true across political affiliations. 
(Luthra, 10/28) 

Reuters: Anthem Shares Fall as Obamacare Business Hampers Profit 
Health insurer Anthem Inc. (ANTM.N) said on Wednesday that its Obamacare insurance business is 
being hampered by lower-than-anticipated enrollment due to fewer applicants than expected and cheaper 
premium rates at competitors. Anthem has been one of the biggest and most profitable insurers in the 
new individual market, which was overhauled in 2014 with new government subsidized plans sold on 
exchanges created under Obamacare. Now Anthem says that business will drag on profit growth in 2016 
and could even affect its long-term 2018 financial target. (Humer, 10/28) 
 
Los Angeles Times: Walgreens to Buy Rival Rite Aid for $9.4 Billion, Creating Drugstore 
Giant  
Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc. on Tuesday agreed to buy Rite Aid Corp. for about $9.4 billion, combining 
two of the nation's largest drugstore chains as they bulk up to better compete in the rapidly changing 
healthcare industry. Walgreens has about 8,200 stores throughout the United States, including 637 in 
California. Rite Aid operates about 4,600 stores in 31 states, including 577 in California. The companies 
didn't say whether there would be store closures or layoffs after the deal closes. But they said “decisions 
will be made over time regarding the integration of the two companies” and that Walgreens “plans to 
further transform Rite Aid's stores to better meet consumer needs.” (Peltz and Masunaga, 10/27) 

Reuters: Novartis Hit by $390M Settlement in U.S. Kickbacks Case  
Novartis agreed in principle to pay $390 million to settle U.S. allegations that it used kickbacks to 
specialty pharmacies to push sales of some drugs, the Swiss company said on Tuesday, hitting third-
quarter earnings. The U.S. Department of Justice had sued Novartis in federal court, originally seeking up 
to $3.35 billion on grounds the world's biggest seller of prescription drugs sought illegally to boost sales of 
drugs covered by the U.S.-government backed Medicare and Medicaid programs. (Miller, 10/27) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The Budget Deal is a Small Victory for Bipartisanship  
To be sure, within the bill’s “pay-fors” are modest but real reforms of mandatory spending programs, the 
most significant of which would be a $3 billion cut to egregious crop insurance subsidies over the next 
decade. In addition, the bill would tighten procedures for Social Security Disability Insurance, saving 
about $4 billion over 10 years, while allowing the program to experiment with incentives to get recipients 
back to work. The bill would also do away with disparities in Medicare reimbursements for doctors 
depending on whether they work out of hospitals or off-site. (10/27) 

The New York Times' The Upshot: Ben Carson’s Health Care Plan: New and More 
Confusing  
For the last few years, Ben Carson has been talking about a very disruptive but simple plan to reform the 
health care system in the United States: replace Obamacare, Medicare and Medicaid with an easy-to-
understand universal, cradle-to-grave annual cash allowance for health spending. But last weekend, in a 
series of interviews, Mr. Carson, who is now narrowly leading in some national polls for the G.O.P. 
presidential nomination, said he had discarded that idea, and was now presenting a new health plan. It’s 
less politically toxic, but much less coherent. It is also less likely to lead to the big changes to the health 
care system he seeks. (Margot Sanger-Katz, 10/27) 
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Kaiser Health News: California and Federal Government Locked in Debate over Billions 
in Medicaid Funding  
California risks losing billions in health care dollars if the state and federal governments can’t agree this 
week on a plan to fund reforms of the Medicaid program, hospital officials and experts said. Public 
hospitals throughout the state are counting on the $7.25 billion in state and federal funds to treat large 
numbers of low-income and uninsured patients. The plan, known as a Medicaid waiver, also would allow 
the state to continue improving the efficiency, safety and quality of its Medicaid program, called Medi-Cal. 
(Gorman, 10/29) 

California Healthline: Pharmacists Can Substitute Biosimilars 
Not many people know what biosimilars are, but most people who need biological medications do. Some 
rheumatoid arthritis sufferers, for instance, have gotten relief from biologics such as Humira or Enbrel. 
Biological medications also can be used to treat anemia, psoriasis and some types of cancer. Biologics 
are chemically more complex than traditional drugs made of chemical substances; they have a larger and 
more complex molecular structure that can be difficult to identify and copy. (Gorn, 10/29) 
 
KPCC: Should Doctors on Professional Probation Have to Notify Their Patients? 
The Medical Board of California is scheduled to vote Friday on an administrative petition filed by 
Consumers Union that would require doctors placed on professional probation to notify their patients of 
their status. The Medical Board's current guidelines require California physicians on probation to inform 
the hospital where they work and their malpractice insurer. But the guidelines don't require patient 
notification. (O’Neill, 10/29) 
 
California Healthline: California Sees Largest Drop in Number of Uninsured Children 
California has seen the largest decline in the number of uninsured children since the Affordable Care Act 
took effect, according to a report by Georgetown University's Center for Children and Families, the Public 
News Service reports (Potter, Public News Service, 10/29). 
 
Reuters: Signatures to be Filed for California Drug Price Referendum 
Backers of a referendum aimed at reducing the cost of prescription drugs in California said Wednesday 
that they had gathered more than enough signatures to place their measure on the November, 2016, 
ballot in the most populous U.S. state. The measure by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation would require 
the state to pay no more for prescription medications than does the federal Veterans Administration, 
which negotiates aggressively with drug companies. (Bernstein, 10/28) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Paul Ryan Poised to Become House Speaker after Winning Internal 
GOP Vote  
A final floor vote is set for Thursday, almost ensuring the Wisconsin congressman will replace retiring 
Speaker John A. Boehner (R-Ohio), who called it quits rather than continue clashing with hard-right 
lawmakers. Behind closed doors, signs of GOP unrest remain. Ryan won 200 votes, well over a majority 
of the House GOP, but less than the 218 he will need in the upcoming floor vote. Still, even those who 
voted against him believe he will prevail Thursday. (Mascaro, 10/28) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Fiscal Times: Nearly Half of Obamacare Co-Ops are Closing  
Nearly half of the 23 non-profit insurance plans created under Obamacare in 2011 at a cost of $2.4 billion 
have announced they will close by the end of the year. Utah’s Arches Health Plan on Tuesday became 
the 10th health insurance co-op to announce that it was closing its doors. The move comes soon after the 
Obama administration’s decision on Oct. 1 to provide just 12.6 percent of the $2.87 billion that insurers 
were seeking to offset losses caused by unexpectedly high coverage costs. (Pianin, 10/28) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: UnitedHealthcare Expands Effort to Rein in Rising Costs of Cancer 
Treatment  
UnitedHealthCare said it will expand its high-profile test of whether bundled payments for chemotherapy 
can help slow rising cancer treatment costs, part of a growing effort by insurers to find new ways to pay 
for care. Results from United’s initial pilot test – reported last year – were puzzling: The overall cost of 
cancer care for patients in the study dropped by 34 percent, even as spending on chemotherapy drugs 
spiked significantly. (Appleby, 10/29) 

Los Angeles Times: What Customers Need to Know about Walgreens' Takeover of Rite 
Aid  
Change is coming to local drugstores after Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc. said Tuesday it is buying rival 
Rite Aid Corp. for about $9.4 billion. The deal combines two of the nation's largest drugstore chains, 
helping them to better compete in the rapidly consolidating healthcare industry. Drugstore chains face 
increased competition from mail-order pharmacy services and pharmacies inside grocery store chains. 
(Masunaga, 10/28) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: John Boehner's Last Deal Leaves Congress Better Off  
In a parting gift to the conservatives who hectored him out of office, House Speaker John A. Boehner (R-
Ohio) negotiated a budget agreement with Senate leaders and the Obama administration that increases 
federal spending and raises the debt ceiling in exchange for — well, not much that Republicans covet. 
There are no big changes in entitlements, no defunding of Planned Parenthood. Yet this backroom deal 
delivers the goods that matter most: It will avert the risk of a shutdown until after the next president takes 
office, providing a welcome measure of stability at a time of increasing anxiety about the global economy. 
(10/28) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 30, 2015 
 
Kaiser Health News: California Targets African Americans and Latinos in New Round of 
Obamacare 
Covered California still faces major challenges in enrolling African-Americans and Latinos as the state’s 
health insurance exchange launches its third open enrollment period Sunday. About 2.4 percent of the 
exchange’s approximately 1.3 million enrollees are African-American, only about half of the blacks 
considered eligible for subsidies because of their income. Another 30 percent are Latino; 37 percent are 
considered eligible for subsidies, according to Covered California data. (Feder Ostrov, 10/30) 

The Associated Press: California Appeals Court Rejects Right-to-Die Lawsuit  
A California appeals court on Thursday rejected a lawsuit by three terminally ill patients that sought to 
clear the way for doctors to prescribe fatal medication to them and others like them who want the option 
of taking their lives. A state law that makes helping someone commit suicide a crime clearly applies to 
physicians who provide patients lethal drugs. (10/29) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

USA Today: Senate Approves Two-Year Budget Deal That Prevents Default on Debt  
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., had a harder time convincing Republican senators to 
support the bill. Many conservatives objected to lifting the budget caps and raising the debt limit. ... By 
pushing the deal quickly through the House, outgoing Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, eased pressure on 
his successor, Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. (Kelly, 10/30) 

The Washington Post: Mental Health in the Spotlight Thursday on Capitol Hill  
The federal government's top mental health researcher told lawmakers Thursday that the country needs 
to do much more to apply research to improve treatments, as a Senate committee heard testimony to 
address comprehensive mental health legislation. Speaking on his second-to-last day in his job as 
director of the National Institute of Mental Health, Thomas Insel said his 13-year tenure had convinced 
him of two “abiding truths.” (Sun, 10/29) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

McClatchy: Ben Carson's Proposed Health Care Overhaul is Short on Specifics  
Ben Carson’s rise to Republican presidential front-runner has come without serious scrutiny of his 
domestic policy proposals. But his high-flying campaign has hit some turbulence since he began 
discussing his desire to replace the Affordable Care Act with a health care system that offers all 
Americans a government-funded health savings account. (Pugh, 10/29) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: Third ACA Enrollment Begins With New Ads and Modest 
Expectations  
The insurance exchanges created under the Affordable Care Act are scheduled to open for a third sign-
up season Sunday, with the Obama administration setting modest enrollment expectations and focusing 
its energies on a niche of people who remain uninsured. (Goldstein, 10/29) 
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The Huffington Post: Voting Rights Groups Say Obamacare Should Be Helping 
Americans Register to Vote  
Voting rights groups are calling on President Barack Obama’s administration to provide better voter 
registration opportunities to Americans signing up for health insurance in the more than 30 states where 
the federal government runs exchanges. (Lachman, 10/29) 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: An Allergan-Pfizer Deal Could be Biggest Merger This Year  
Drug giant Pfizer Inc. and Botox maker Allergan confirmed Thursday that they're in early talks to merge in 
a blockbuster deal that, if completed, would cap a remarkable consolidation wave roiling the U.S. 
healthcare industry. A deal between the companies — with an expected price tag well above Allergan's 
current stock market valuation of about $120 billion — would be the largest corporate merger this year. 
(Peltz and Masunaga, 10/29) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

The Washington Post: Having Trouble Finding a Primary Care Doc? Here’s What Med 
Schools Are Doing about It.  
The extent of the nation’s overall shortage of physicians remains a matter of considerable debate, but 
almost no one disputes that primary care physicians for adults — internists and family care doctors — are 
in short supply. This is especially true in rural communities such as Greensboro (population 2,500) and 
inner cities, as well as places in between. In the Washington region, there is a shortage of primary care 
specialists in the eastern half of the District, stretching into Prince George’s County, portions of Southern 
Maryland and much of the Eastern Shore, federal data show. (Bernstein, 10/29) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Republicans Just Killed Their Own Health-Care Idea  
In 2009, prominent Republicans, skeptical of requiring people to buy health insurance under the 
legislation that became Obamacare, proposed an alternative approach: making large employers 
automatically sign employees up for health insurance, while also allowing them to opt out. A version of 
this idea made its way into the Affordable Care Act. But as a result of this week’s budget deal, it is now 
out -- and Republicans are celebrating. How come? The answers shed new light on some thorny issues 
in behavioral economics, and also on contemporary politics. (Cass R. Sunstein, 10/29) 
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