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Los Angeles Times: Will California's End-of-Life Law Push Lethal Drugs Over Costlier 
Care?  
Terminally ill cancer patient Barbara Wagner's doctor wrote a prescription several years ago intended to 
extend her life a few extra months. But Oregon's government-run healthcare program declined to pay for 
the pricey drug, saying the projected odds of the medicine's keeping her alive were too low. 
(Karlamangla, 10/18) 

Sacramento Business Journal: Consumers Union: Doctors on Probation Should Tell 
Patients 
Consumers Union wants the Medical Board of California to require doctors who are on probation to notify 
their patients. The policy and advocacy division of Consumer Reports filed a petition last week urging the 
board to take action. The board is expected to hold a public hearing on the issue at its Oct. 30 meeting in 
San Diego. Almost 500 doctors in the state are on probation, including 21 in the four-county Sacramento 
area. Disciplinary action was taken against them for a variety of reasons, including repeated gross 
negligence, substance abuse, sexual misconduct and other violations of the law. (Robertson, 10/15) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Hill: Clinton Tops 2016 Field in Drug Industry Donations  
Democratic presidential frontrunner Hillary Clinton has received more campaign cash from drug 
companies than any candidate in either party, even as she proudly declares the industry is one of her 
biggest enemies. Clinton accepted $164,315 in the first six months of the campaign from drug companies, 
far more than the rest of the 2016 field, according to an analysis by Stat News. Cash from drug 
companies poured in despite Clinton’s tough public stance on the industry. Last month, she unveiled a 
plan to combat rising drug prices by clamping down on the rules for pharmaceuticals. In last week’s 
Democratic debate, she listed off drug companies among the enemies she is most proud to have made in 
politics. (Ferris, 10/17) 

The Huffington Post: Bernie Sanders Refuses Donation from CEO Who Raised Drug 
Price  
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) declined to accept a maximum campaign donation from the CEO of a 
company that increased the price of a drug used by HIV and AIDS patients by hundreds of dollars, 
choosing instead to donate the money to a Washington health clinic. (Levine, 10/17) 

MEDICAID 

KQED: For Former Foster Kids, Moving Out of State Can Mean Losing Medicaid 
Under the health law, young adults who age of out of the foster care system are eligible for free Medicaid 
coverage until they turn 26. The provision was an attempt to give them the same opportunity as other 
young people who can stay on their parents’ insurance until their 26thbirthday. But these young adults are 
encountering a major barrier: They are only guaranteed coverage in the state where they were in foster 
care. States have the option of extending the benefit to all former foster youths, but only about a dozen 
have done so. Now, advocates and policymakers are trying to change the law at the federal level, so 
former foster youths don’t lose access to Medicaid coverage no matter where they move. (Gorman, 
10/16) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Bigger Bite for Health Law Penalty on Uninsured  
The math is harsh: The federal penalty for having no health insurance is set to jump to $695, and the 
Obama administration is being urged to highlight that cold fact to help drive its new pitch for health law 
sign-ups. That means the 2016 sign-up season starting Nov. 1 could see penalties become a bigger 
focus to motivate millions of people who have remained eligible for coverage, but uninsured. They’re said 
to be more skeptical about the value of health insurance. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 10/19) 

The Washington Post: Two More Obamacare Health Insurance Plans Collapse  
Nearly a third of the innovative health insurance plans created under the Affordable Care Act will be out of 
business at the end of 2015, following announcements Friday that plans in Oregon and Colorado are 
folding. In just the past week, four co-ops, as the nonprofit plans are known, have decided or been 
ordered to shut down. Their demise means that eight of the 23 co-ops in existence a year ago will be 
unavailable to consumers shopping for 2016 coverage through insurance marketplaces created under the 
ACA. (Levine and Goldstein, 10/16) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: No Ready-Made Rx for Rising Drug Costs  
When Turing Pharmaceuticals raised the price of an older generic drug by more than 5,000 percent last 
month, the move sparked a public outcry. How, critics wondered, could a firm charge $13.50 a pill for a 
treatment for a parasitic infection one day and $750 the next? The criticism led Turing’s unapologetic 
CEO to say he’d pare back the increase – although no new price has yet been named – and the New 
York attorney general has launched an antitrust investigation. The outcry has again focused attention on 
how drug prices are set in the United States. Aside from some limited government control in the veterans 
health care system and Medicaid, prices are generally shaped by what the market will bear. (Appleby, 
10/19) 

Los Angeles Times: Insurance Start-Up Oscar Seeks to Shake up Healthcare Through its 
App  
Welcome to Oscar Insurance Corp., a Silicon Valley-backed start-up promising big changes to the 
cumbersome healthcare industry through its sleek mobile app. The New York-based insurer, a new player 
in the Southern California market, plans to offer insurance next month in the individual market on the 
Covered California exchange, where the four largest companies control 94% of the individual market. 
(Khouri, 10/18) 

Los Angeles Times: High-Flying Kite Could Score Big with New Cancer Treatment  
Kite Pharma, one of the hottest biotech start-ups on Wall Street, hopes to revolutionize the treatment of a 
common, deadly lymphatic cancer — with a novel mix of highly trained lab techs and high-speed air 
travel. The Santa Monica company's treatment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma reprograms a patient's T-cells 
— the kind that are supposed to fight disease — to seek and destroy only abnormal, cancerous lymph 
cells, not the healthy ones crucial for human life. But in order to do so, blood must be drawn from a 
patient, refrigerated and flown to Kite's headquarters, where the cells are modified, frozen and then flown 
back to doctors who re-inject them into patients. (Pfiefer, 10/17) 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*W5K9Q7v3R5NYgW9cDQ_p4j5CyT0/5/f18dQhb0S3_-1QwGJTLywmWlMRb7W6CkHQZ4Vst9tW5vB3wq1C47MzW3SrSmn4hYk3GVTgHlF6QkTx_W4fQ0LB28sqcvW2Qdjwn2PHxQZVzvS_f8vZY_SW5XgzKg13J0r8W2Y872Z4pdLw1W7R5qGf8B6nfyW6G466K3z3WchW6Hr5_394cBG2W5ty4Bw1MjsGVN1fG1ktPdnK3W6czlY07Bm7-9VvXVmc4820RCN2YVnmrTm_QKW1sYKJz4MCjXVW5NNvCj736l5hW71Zr8j5W-DrMVw-J1Z3yqW6bM4zkM9rYbsgW2lzV3l4t62ZJMrSbwdMyVyWW3D2kDW2SkS41W5bJKk04_V2rnW6RsCRJ66-yvsW1S_DKL7Gk9jJW1z4c-G24f9PpW3thpHZ1gCdYpW3Fy4_q10ryHnVRKNwt34M2jBVn6T713_qSkyW2vX-MF5DDFgTW1YCfJf8r0NMcW6rs6Zw24mccbVCXCQl4qv33vW7-CHPx4CTgJDW83ZMd12fZfGgVwfKX396kMzZW24HWJr5PfL2mVXn_fN5T5yzTW5n3NCw6QnnbSW5cXSPZ6NV6WHW3spQvr1_YCfVW7RbDmj5JpmS5W4B7M667BS0lbW2vrcyM3p1-VQW9j9Hbr2MGmV1W6YSjKt78y1mdW8_8k5p8pNSr9W4DzLsM8qyx_NW5S2-Bv5PyTqFVzQPLX8czZBb103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*W8-DVS45rHYSSW8D4STG2LPlfb0/5/f18dQhb0S65N2f9WgJM11Tv8lMXDVN1vqhVZVFqKCW4Fp8Lk6h4696N7qCbhxkkt04W5D4msh13CMxwW20Xxx_6pnl2CW2nnbhN1B2RGNW1zYvj86F8tFjW94klym2kPV4KW6T7g3J5QGy2JW23tQJq9k3YknN4fL3R55HjCSN3xXPLnQQxwQW7-xfy01Dw-DqVY4jy82PRpYwW506wvc5FKNgDN5CF4qXc_GyKW1cZmt84QHDBgW93wTrK73fTYCN7v-fzzmQnJPVhTPc84--TPkW763fcQ6ZJGxPW6XL12x2887PtW2m-wvP3y5ZdQN5M2Z05b9fntW7fLzjk2pB9-GW362HM94Bf-hvW2zvg4W5_Y0PRW14Y0Rc3LrkVnW1ZxhMB5FRhK9W6dDj9v46hVvhW48tMpG468Ln4W8sbt7L8ngtPpW1789PC3Nr9HNW289kvH6nT7y0W5f9Qbt5csT_jW4Js48l7HBTXKN25KlSjVC23XW4L4L5n53GVs5W4pYBr96WX9_8W3D4ytJ7qYjkrVtXTGS6Xz58TW713_Kd78GYRHW8v-d4j4f9XlhW5-SL6V5fwrZdW2jxCNk6nxcjPW569YJM6v4tjMW9jL9tQ8n2G1fW5lVHJD80q_nfW7p4WdZ6BX41RW6XV39B7rTnrJW4GybHr96fXqXW99cQJ94ngD4XW9dFyG-9m3PdkW7dd4NS5P0hy5Vk5NQn8cZlMj0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*W6Xm_Px9fByn9W8FqXf05WGSz50/5/f18dQhb0Sq5D8Y9-zHW779FJn4T_wzgW2BgZ3s653lMbVsd4G71SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwW8XkHwD2_YSCqW4hLR9J30JL1CW4gwBS94fZjQDW1Wwlv932RWS_W4h_w2Q2N2QSGW2MznrN5nbq6BVGXpVf3-yNwTW34RDR93pFnVtN1zgnrsKnmGHW6B9_kD1SPzP1W4Q5KXx54S4LzW7pFD1k55nSC9W1VJH714cWBVBVWzwVR32p-C3W4cMfVr3Kqlz7W2KFZxK3Z7dqYW1tzckS1txG9NW6GsfdK8XNh8_W7J_p-y692-RsW7NbMvm1GchBXW1-v8412RQFNZW1FH0jh6nnxrDW4bvGg42Rg2T1MsLXh1zYLTPW67R9pZ54lnvqW7lHwMk5dtJsYW548lDT21p_NPN1ztw7VkrYPVN2TPN6vqhTT0N2JFjN4hRp1wW5HFsHj9gHWydW73Qsnm1d5pgbW5bMRVg4GcgmVW3S_LgQ4tJd54W49tqKH4RtRwPW8mhVQY6mXHy2W8fvWkB65Kx4yW63Z3sM6YLSgTW66Z5Z72j1RnPW8yl0fF7D7H9lS1tg5z6VRf102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*N7DbG-5Ph7MkW6J3-qq57HB460/5/f18dQhb0S65M1Qf_thT_CZC1k59qsW60ThDW2Z3H1tN4YzLwcnHjnRW5D0Gh296g0N7W6QXy8W91KrLrW3RfH705WYXfZN1GC2MCy_Y6CV8pfkB4P_zhKVqZS0L4Rk7z_W9fW4HS3rZdcMW8H3x7Y62lkSRW2P_KT54llqxdW3gHnDn5MnBM6W24N9Jw1cpKN0W7j0c5z54Z4lHW3yp5f-6v43XlW1WLkRs8z3dm8N5X_7W1Mc7p8W85l_J76FYt74W4YR4sn3-N1rZW6LxFVq59-6wlW4h6CDT3mfwz4W2XYCGd60GXyCW8V519x69g23vW5BdTJl7FlJb4W1ZYL-C4FBGSwW5kHPrS8W4qLYW7kGgqh3KZ19PVhrk8S6ngqDjVVfb7d5vHgTBW4l8N7h42lvsXW3P2ZRk5ydsLTW3pqNDm5GwgVQN53d6fRFPVPFVzfhXd1ms2CpW8VJ4wy48h-StW3H79PS4NGQTbW1G-G6h9jyK1WN2w5NL8kZByqW3-9GTq56RzlrW1JD6d05xk95cW4SLd-56ms96TW3PMZvn5fYqjhW6qVT9N4BnbLWW9l0yKJ4FB8WBVpR54l5ch03tW75Pt1T88bSGNf3WfSQ203
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*N7DbG-5Ph7MkW6J3-qq57HB460/5/f18dQhb0S65M1Qf_thT_CZC1k59qsW60ThDW2Z3H1tN4YzLwcnHjnRW5D0Gh296g0N7W6QXy8W91KrLrW3RfH705WYXfZN1GC2MCy_Y6CV8pfkB4P_zhKVqZS0L4Rk7z_W9fW4HS3rZdcMW8H3x7Y62lkSRW2P_KT54llqxdW3gHnDn5MnBM6W24N9Jw1cpKN0W7j0c5z54Z4lHW3yp5f-6v43XlW1WLkRs8z3dm8N5X_7W1Mc7p8W85l_J76FYt74W4YR4sn3-N1rZW6LxFVq59-6wlW4h6CDT3mfwz4W2XYCGd60GXyCW8V519x69g23vW5BdTJl7FlJb4W1ZYL-C4FBGSwW5kHPrS8W4qLYW7kGgqh3KZ19PVhrk8S6ngqDjVVfb7d5vHgTBW4l8N7h42lvsXW3P2ZRk5ydsLTW3pqNDm5GwgVQN53d6fRFPVPFVzfhXd1ms2CpW8VJ4wy48h-StW3H79PS4NGQTbW1G-G6h9jyK1WN2w5NL8kZByqW3-9GTq56RzlrW1JD6d05xk95cW4SLd-56ms96TW3PMZvn5fYqjhW6qVT9N4BnbLWW9l0yKJ4FB8WBVpR54l5ch03tW75Pt1T88bSGNf3WfSQ203
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W85kzg_33zfK0N1twzVrNSVkX0/*N8rh8z9YhmLhN375nTR9-wTN0/5/f18dQhb0S66X2dYTs8T_FxR5xf_JwN2ZmpmGMRTwBW5ZfN8n1ZpfD9W3V_zbx6Fgz_LW1XFWxn4tFgg8W5Jz9qK8hG40xN8g957mmH-T8N13Y7FtcmkgVW73Xhqf8nScg0W6z7Vc59g_H0CW56MT1w5sNFClN5NwgRZxGXs3W1m3JZb1pJhL3V8JPtx2GmgwYW4tK3rw1ZwmzvW4wQ7rj1sDqYlW8cfkvC54RsQVW1xpRFJ459mTBV4-YlF51gvzvW2dKk2f56Sl6SW1m8r2p4nY-cxW4dG0j42rygChV68zX890YZQ0W4-ntsm37JphQN4FJ0rMsPV_JW1FFlyb1Qh358W42Lq8x8gy7rQN5Fd4l9dHc0zW5Ns8Dl1nJwBGW2MxnjP3JH7T7VpqLv31tmMQNW7wSyP11vgwG-W6g44Ty7fTlKvW7wkrqJ8rZwjXV7cP1t3hd_v-W4NSS554TnH3sW1tgKMs1MD3rYN3mbB4QjCMF4W7yLxcB1KkGp9W4kDFPV4FzzmdV5yXjG3FMqH9W4CDXkM56rNS0W8KJG9Z3qKVyZW82ycW03D7JFLVT2RCh8Mvlz_W91fTWD7GVStJW7znycX6sSjfpf4Yn9rF04


 

 

 

The Washington Post: A Comprehensive Guide to Theranos’s Troubles and What it 
Means for You  
A deeply reported story by the Wall Street Journal has pulled the curtain back on Theranos, the hot and 
intensely secretive Palo Alto, Calif., company that aims to revolutionize how we get our blood tested. The 
newspaper's investigation raises questions about the accuracy and also the novelty of what the company 
is doing. Here's a guide to the growing questions about this company, the industry, and why it matters. 
(Johnson and Cha, 10/17) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: 'Right-To-Die' Act Hangs in Limbo Amid Special Sessions' Inaction  
That ballyhooed new California law allowing terminally ill patients to end their suffering by swallowing a 
lethal pill won't take effect any time soon. And nobody knows when it will. Conceivably, it might not be 
until late next year — or even 2017. First, the Legislature must adjourn its special session on healthcare 
financing. Then 90 days later, the "right to die" act can become real. You probably haven't been paying 
much attention to the Legislature's special session. Don't feel guilty. Neither has the Legislature. (George 
Skelton, 10/19) 
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Modern Healthcare: California Will Streamline Medicaid Hospital Admission Under New 
CMS Waiver  
The CMS has granted California permission to change the hospital admission process for some Medicaid 
beneficiaries in the state. Under a newly approved waiver, California will launch a two-year process for 
hospitals to voluntarily transition to a more streamlined process for admitting Medicaid patients. Currently, 
all hospitals except for public safety net hospitals have to get pre-authorization from the program before 
admitting fee-for-service Medicaid patients. (Dickson, 10/19) 

The Washington Post: Californians Gained the Right to Die, but the Terminally Ill Who 
Wanted it Have to Wait  
Eventually, the law will permit doctors to prescribe life-ending drugs to terminally ill patients who meet 
certain requirements: California residency; repeated requests, both verbal and written, for the drugs; and 
a determination that the patient is mentally fit to make such a decision. Its passage was a major victory 
for a movement that has sought for decades to gain traction in state legislatures. The California law 
quadruples the share of Americans living in states where physician-assisted suicide is permitted. The 
others are Oregon, Montana, Vermont and Washington. (Chokshi, 10/19) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Ryan Nears Decision on Speaker’s Race as Congress Returns  
Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) is more open than ever to becoming the next House speaker, following a 
contemplative week at home with his family. But before he makes a final decision, friends say, he will 
seek assurance from Republican hard-liners that he will have their full support should he win the gavel. 
Those discussions will begin Tuesday evening at the Capitol when House Republicans gather for a 
closed meeting. It is unclear when Ryan, the 45-year-old chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee and 2012 vice-presidential nominee, will openly discuss his intentions. (10/20) 

The Hill: GOP Senator Threatens to Block Nominees over ObamaCare Failure  
Sen. Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) is throwing up roadblocks to the confirmation of two top Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) nominees over what he describes as “systematic failures” of an ObamaCare 
program for start-up insurers. The Senate has two pending nominees for high-level HHS positions: Andy 
Slavitt to be head of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid and Karen DeSalvo to be an assistant 
secretary. (Ferris, 10/19) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Potential Delay on Some Upgrades to Gov't Insurance Website  
With sign-up season starting in less than two weeks, the Obama administration indicated on Monday that 
some long-awaited upgrades to the government's health insurance website could take more time before 
they're customer-ready. At issue is a new doctor look-up tool for HealthCare.gov, as well as another 
feature that would allow consumers to find out whether a particular health plan covers their prescription 
drugs. Up to now, digging out that information has required additional steps. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 10/20) 
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CNN: Judge Denies Obama Administration Request in House Obamacare Case  
At issue in the case is the so-called "cost sharing" provisions that require insurance companies offering 
health plans through the law to reduce the out-of-pocket costs for policy holders who qualify. The 
government offsets the added costs to insurance companies by reimbursing them, but the lawmakers say 
that Congress did not properly approve the money for those reimbursements. (de Vogue, 10/19) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Hill: Pharma Flap Imperils President's Trade Deal  
The most important trade deal of Barack Obama’s presidency could hinge on a single provision that’s 
reigniting a years-old debate on monopoly rights for drugmakers. The exact details of the pharmaceutical 
provision, which involves a class of drugs called biologics, won’t be made public until later this month. 
Still, it’s already threatening to drag out — and possibly derail — the approval process for a deal reached 
by a dozen nations that together make up 40 percent of the world’s gross domestic product. (Ferris, 
10/20) 

Bloomberg: Millennium Health to Settle Referral Lawsuit  
Millennium Health LLC has agreed to pay $256 million to resolve claims it misrepresented the need for 
procedures and offered gifts to doctors in exchange for referrals. The biggest US lab-testing company 
plans to file for bankruptcy protection by Nov. 10, enabling it to turn over control of the company to its 
lenders, according to a person with knowledge of the matter. The company has given the restructuring 
proposal to holders of its $1.9 billion term loan and sent a copy to lawyers at the Department of Justice 
who are handling the settlement of the government’s case, said the person, who asked not to be named 
because the information isn’t public. Millennium will need to file its Chapter 11 petition with a bankruptcy 
court by Nov. 10, according to copies of resolved cases against the company that were unsealed 
Monday. (Keller and Schoenberg, 10/20) 

Reuters: Aetna, Humana Shareholders Approve Proposed Merger  
Health insurer Aetna's proposed $37 billion acquisition of smaller rival Humana Inc was approved by the 
shareholders of both companies. The companies continue to expect the deal to close in the second half 
of 2016, they said in separate statements on Monday. Aetna in July said it would buy Humana to become 
the largest provider of Medicare plans for the elderly. (Grover, 10/19) 

The New York Times: Drug Makers Sidestep Barriers on Pricing  
The pain reliever Duexis is a combination of two old drugs, the generic equivalents of Motrin and Pepcid. 
If prescribed separately, the two drugs together would cost no more than $20 or $40 a month. By 
contrast, Duexis, which contains both in a single pill, costs about $1,500 a month. ... Horizon Pharma, has 
figured out a way to circumvent efforts of insurers and pharmacists to switch patients to the generic 
components.... Instead of sending their patients to the drugstore with a prescription, doctors are urged by 
Horizon to submit prescriptions directly to a mail-order specialty pharmacy affiliated with the drug 
company. The pharmacy mails the drug to the patient and deals with the insurance companies.... Horizon 
is not alone. Use of specialty pharmacies seems to have become a new way of trying to keep the health 
system paying for high-priced drugs. (Pollack, 10/19) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Capital Public Radio: Cancer Group Now Says Most Mammograms Can Wait Till 45 
Most women don't need to start getting an annual mammogram to screen for breast cancer until they turn 
45, according to the latest guidelines from the American Cancer Society. Previously, the society 
recommended women start annual mammograms at 40 and continue every year for as long they 
remained in good health. The new recommendations also say women can cut mammograms back to 
every two years once they turn 55 — if they have an average risk for breast cancer. These women can 
continue that routine as long as their overall health is good and they have a life expectancy of at least 10 
years. (Stein, 10/20) 

The Washington Post: Study Suggests New Way to Treat People After First 
Schizophrenia Episode  
Quickly identifying people who have suffered a first schizophrenic episode and treating them with 
coordinated, sustained services sharply boosts their chances of leading productive lives, according to a 
major study being published Tuesday. And the treatment can be provided in a typical community mental 
health setting, the researchers concluded. (Bernstein, 10/20) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

JAMA: Medicare, Medicaid, and Mental Health Care Historical Perspectives on Reforms 
Before the US Congress  
In 2015, after 50 years of Medicare and Medicaid, mental health reform bills in both houses of Congress 
(House HR 2646, the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act; Senate S 1945, the Mental Health 
Reform Act of 2015) may help to reduce mental health coverage gaps in these programs. When 
established, Medicare and Medicaid provided new mental health benefits and new processes for delivery 
of care.1 However, these programs also created significant coverage gaps in both inpatient and 
outpatient care. For many of these mental health coverage gaps, the proposed legislation marks a 
meaningful attempt at closure. (Thomas R. Blair and Randall T. Espinoza, 10/19) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 21, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Scales Back Medicaid Waiver Request from $17 Billion to $7 
Billion 
On Tuesday, a policy analyst from the state Legislative Analyst's Office said the state has revised its 1115 
Medicaid waiver request, trimming it from $17 billion to about $7.25 billion. LAO analyst Felix Su said 
federal officials have balked at some of the funding options laid out in the state's waiver request, and that 
officials from the Department of Health Care Services recently made it clear to stakeholders that the full 
plate of payment and delivery system reforms in the state's request have been scaled back. (Gorn, 10/21) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Sacramento Doctor is California Medical Association's 
Next President 
The California Medical Association has installed a new president and named a local doctor to be next in 
line. Dr. Steven Larson, an infectious disease specialist in Riverside, was formally seated as president at 
the annual House of Delegates meeting last week in Anaheim. Dr. Ruth Haskins, an 
obstetrician/gynecologist with a busy solo practice in Folsom, was named president-elect — and will be 
installed at next year’s annual meeting. (Robertson, 10/20) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Ryan Will Serve as Speaker if GOP Unites Behind Him  
Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, who for years has resisted a move into House Republican leadership, said 
Tuesday night he would serve as House speaker if he is the party's "unity candidate.”... Ryan's move 
could put major pressure on the Freedom Caucus, which had endorsed Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Fla.) 
before House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) dropped his bid to succeed Boehner. Members 
of the Republican Study Committee and Tuesday Group have already showered praise on Ryan, but 
members of the Freedom Caucus aren't quite ready yet to endorse him. (Sherman, Bresnahan and 
French, 10/20) 

The New York Times: Lawmakers Wrangle Over Plans to Avert, Manage or Embrace 
Default  
With the potential for an unprecedented federal default two weeks away, House Republicans on 
Wednesday plan to pass legislation not to avert disaster, but rather to manage it, channeling daily tax 
collections to the nation’s creditors and Social Security recipients if the government’s borrowing limit is not 
lifted. A separate coalition of conservatives that includes most House Republicans, the Republican Study 
Committee, on Tuesday outlined conditions it would demand that Mr. Obama meet. These include $3.8 
trillion in savings, mainly from entitlements like Medicare and Medicaid, and a balanced-budget 
constitutional amendment, which could not win congressional approval without the leverage of a debt 
crisis. (Calmes and Herszenhorn, 10/20) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Rubio Rallies GOP Faithful in Conservative Stronghold Utah  
[Marco Rubio] drew his loudest applause in conservative Utah with calls to repeal President Barack 
Obama’s 2010 health care law and beef up military spending. About 300 people attended the indoor rally 
at fairgrounds in Salt Lake City, about a mile away from the headquarters of the Mormon church. (Price, 
10/19) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Marketplace: Health Co-Ops' Struggles Could Bring Higher Costs  
From Oregon to New York, health insurance co-ops, which were designed to compete against the major 
insurers, are closing as fast as flop houses in a gentrifying neighborhood. Harvard’s Katherine Swartz 
said too many of the 23 co-ops lack deep pockets to sustain multi-year losses, and sophisticated software 
that makes enrolling consumers easy. But the third challenge may be the toughest problem to solve. 
(Gorenstein, 10/20) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: In Major Shift, New Guidelines Scale Back Breast Cancer 
Screenings for Younger Women  
New guidelines for mammograms released Tuesday by the American Cancer Society represent a major 
shift from the aggressive early and universal screenings that have been standard practice in the United 
States for nearly two decades. The changes, which include recommending that the testing be started later 
and conducted less frequently, are a recognition of the growing concern that the benefits of 
mammograms may have been oversold as well as the anxiety and burden to the health care system 
caused by over-diagnosis and false positives from the tests. (Cha, 10/20) 

MARKETPLACE 

NBC News: Drug Firms Stave off Generics, Costing Consumers Billions, Critics Say  
While sharp overnight increases in the cost of prescription drugs have recently dominated headlines, 
critics say another pharmaceutical industry practice that has added billions of dollars to the price that 
consumers pay for their medicines continues unabated. Known as "reverse settlement payments," or 
"pay-to-delay" deals, the financial arrangements are a unique but common practice in the pharmaceutical 
industry. Essentially, they allow drug manufacturers in some instances to pay competitors not to 
manufacture generic versions of their products, thereby ensuring that they maintain patent protection for 
as long as possible. (Thompson, 10/21) 

CNN Money: Sticker Shock: Drugs with Price Hikes of up to 1,200%  
A new analysis by an activist group called Hedge Clippers shows that at least 19 other drugs have 
experienced stunning price hikes of between 300% and 1,200% in just the past two years. In most of the 
cases, the drugs are produced by firms that have either been backed by hedge funds, private-equity firms 
or venture capital firms. (Egan, 10/20) 

The Boston Globe: Cancer Therapy Firm Gritstone Gets $102 Million to Start  
Gritstone Oncology Inc., the latest company in Cambridge’s booming life sciences hub to focus on 
developing personalized treatments for cancer, has received $102 million in funding. The company, which 
is headquartered in San Francisco but does bioinformatics and gene-sequencing work in Cambridge, said 
it would seek to discover and develop tumor-specific therapies, with an initial focus on lung cancer. It’s 
one of several companies to focus on “precision medicine,” which could improve cancer treatment but is 
still in its early stages. (Newsham, 10/20) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The CDC’s Promising Plan to Curb America’s Opioid Dependence  
Horrific as it is for the victims, drug addiction’s impact reverberates beyond them, to include families, 
friends, whole communities. Thanks to a new Washington Post-University of Maryland poll, we can begin 
to quantify those wider consequences in our area. Nearly 3 in 10 Marylanders say they have a close 
friend or family member who was or is addicted to opiates such as prescription pain pills or heroin. The 
figures range from 4 in 10 in Baltimore to 1 in 6 in Montgomery County; but whether in the city or the 
suburbs, these numbers are far too high and fully warrant Gov. Larry Hogan’s (R) promise to focus on the 
problem. (10/20) 
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The Sacramento Bee: Big Money, Frictions Light Up 2016 Pot Initiative Drive  
Big donors, led by former Facebook president Sean Parker, are lining up to fund a 2016 California 
initiative to legalize marijuana for recreational use. But behind the scenes, legalization efforts are splitting 
California marijuana advocates with national drug-policy groups over such things as including initiative 
language to protect marijuana users from job discrimination or over how tightly to restrict pot cultivation or 
cannabis industry operations. (Hecht, 10/21) 

Los Angeles Daily News: Lawmakers Stall on Funding Discussions for Developmentally 
Disability Programs 
Efforts to find ways to boost funding for programs for those with developmental disabilities appear to have 
stalled in Sacramento, and some organizations fear the matter may not be raised until the end of the 
year, or in January. The topic was to be discussed during two special sessions, one called in June 
after Gov. Jerry Brown approved the state’s $167 billion budget, then after the regular legislative session 
closed on Sept. 11. So far, there have been no formal statements by legislators on when the matter might 
be discussed. (Abram, 10/20) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: House GOP Drops Part of ObamaCare Repeal  
House Republicans are pursuing a more narrow version of an ObamaCare repeal bill, a move that the top 
budget leader says will ensure smoother sailing in the Senate. The House Rules Committee decided 
Wednesday night to limit the scope of its reconciliation bill – a budget tool rolls back ObamaCare – by 
adopting an amendment from Budget Committee Chairman Tom Price (R-Ga.). (Ferris, 10/21) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Washington Post: Obama Announces New Steps to Combat Heroin, Prescription 
Drug Abuse  
Faced with a nationwide epidemic of heroin and prescription drug abuse, the Obama administration 
announced Wednesday that it will take steps to increase access to drug treatment and expand the 
training of doctors who prescribe opiate painkillers. The efforts ... are likely to have a modest effect on the 
steep increase in heroin and prescription drug overdoses, which now kill more people than car accidents 
each year, and the barriers to treatment that many addicts face. (Mufson and Zezima, 10/21) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

USA Today: Hillary Clinton Takes Aim at Aetna-Humana Merger  
In her statement, Clinton said the companies should "commit to passing on savings and efficiencies to 
consumers as lower premiums and out-of-pocket costs.’’ Her comments are part of a broader health care 
agenda focused on the need to lower prescription drug and other out-of-pocket health care costs. As she 
attempts to strengthen her position in the Democratic presidential field, Clinton is appealing to her party’s 
progressive base that has made reining in corporate excess, particularly on Wall Street, a top priority. 
(Przybyla, 10/21) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Valeant Plunge Spotlights Cracks in Specialty Pharma's M&A Facade  
A simple promise turned Valeant Pharmaceutical International Inc and some of its rivals into stock market 
darlings: we will buy more companies and make more money selling drugs. Now investors worry if they 
can still deliver. ... Valeant refuted the claims, but its shares still ended down 19 percent, as the report 
brought into the spotlight risks involved in its business model based on rapid expansion driven by 
acquisitions and aggressive price hikes. Mounting political opposition to rising drug prices combined with 
sliding shares, often used as currency to pay for acquisitions, are now casting doubt on whether specialty 
pharmaceutical firms such as Valeant can deliver promised brisk earnings growth. (O'Donnell, 10/21) 

Bloomberg: Mammogram Giant Adjusts as Doctors Cut Back on Breast Screening  
Doctors are questioning the gospel of the annual mammogram to detect cancer -- a potential blow to the 
biggest maker of mammography equipment. Hologic Inc. shares slumped 2.8 percent Tuesday after the 
American Cancer Society published new guidelines calling for women to wait until age 45 instead of 40 to 
start annual mammograms, then slow the pace at 55 to screenings every other year. (Cortex, 10/21) 

Bloomberg: Forget Raises. Employers Lean on Health Benefits to Retain Workers  
Wages are still stagnant, yet employers have found something else to help attract and retain employees: 
health-care benefits. A good insurance plan has become a more vital tool than ever for hiring, according 
to a recent survey from the Society of Human Resources. ... Of all the perks, however, health care was by 
far the most frequently used for employee retention. A full 80 percent of HR professionals in the survey 
cited health benefits, more than retirement and vacation, as a way to keep talent, up from 58 percent in 
2012. (Greenfield, 10/21) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Cronkite News Service: More Americans Visit Mexico for Low-Cost Medical Care  
Many visitors bypass the shops and head straight for the pharmacies and dentists strategically located 
just a few steps from the border crossing. “Everything is at least 50 percent cheaper,” Jim Reed, 74, said. 
“It’s so expensive back home and it’s good quality we can afford here.” (D'Angelo, 10/21) 

Marketplace: New Oral Health Provider Sets Dentists' Teeth on Edge  
The idea behind dental therapists – who fall between a hygienist and a dentist – is that these new mid-
level providers would swell the ranks of people who can drill, fill and extract, making it easier for people to 
care for their teeth. That’s not how [Dr. Judith Fisch] and many dentists around the country see it. 
(Gorenstein, 10/21) 

The Washington Post: Why It’s So Hard to Find a Mental Health Professional  
The demand for mental health service is growing nationally, and comprehensive mental health legislation 
is gaining momentum in Congress for the first time in years. But both forces could run up against a 
counter-force: a shortage of psychiatrists, psychologists, counselors and therapists in much of the 
country. More than half of U.S. counties have no mental health professionals and so "don't have any 
access whatsoever," according to Thomas Insel, director of the National Institute of Mental Health. (Sun, 
10/21) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg View: Hillary Clinton Doesn't Like Insurance Mergers. So What?  
Don't worry so much, Wall Street: Hillary Clinton's criticism of health insurance mergers really amounts to 
little more than a helpful suggestion. The Democratic presidential candidate on Wednesday called for 
close scrutiny of two mega-mergers set to take the U.S. managed care industry from five major providers 
to three -- Anthem's $50 billion bid for Cigna and Aetna's $37 billion takeover of Humana. The stock 
market quaked as if on cue: After Clinton's comments, the spreads for both deals at one point widened by 
roughly $9 apiece to more than $40. "Spread" is arbitrage code for the difference between a target's 
current share price and the value of the takeover bid. A wider spread signals doubt that the transaction 
will close. (Brooke Sutherland, 10/21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 23, 2015 

The San Jose Mercury News: Palliative Care in California: Improving, But Not Everywhere  
California's system for handling serious and end-of-life care is improving, but more services are needed to 
meet patient demand, according to two major reports released on Thursday. A growing number of the 
state's hospitals -- especially in the Bay Area -- are offering palliative care to comfort patients living with 
serious illnesses such as cancer, heart disease and dementia, protecting them from futile, often painful 
medical treatments, the reports say. (Krieger, 10/22) 

The Associated Press: California Eyes People Eligible for Health Care Subsidies  
Heading into a third enrollment season with less fanfare and a more modest budget, California health 
exchange officials said Thursday they will strategically target about 750,000 uninsured people who qualify 
for health insurance subsidies but haven't signed up for coverage. The agency will spend $29 million on 
an advertising campaign aimed at lower-income and middle-class residents who don't know there's help 
available to pay for health insurance, Covered California Executive Director Peter Lee said. That 
compares to a $43 million advertising budget last year and $55 million the first year. (Lin, 10/22) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: The Race to Replace Ryan at Ways and Means has Begun  
The race to replace Paul Ryan as chairman of the powerful Ways and Means Committee is on and it is 
shaping up to be a two-man battle between Republican Reps. Kevin Brady and Pat Tiberi. ... Brady, who 
chairs the panel’s health subcommittee, is a conservative who is viewed as an effective member of the 
committee and takes policy issues seriously. ... Tiberi, who chairs the trade subcommittee, is an Ohio 
moderate with close ties to outgoing Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) and the business community, which 
has helped him with fundraising. ... The next chairman will have to work closely with Ryan, who has made 
overhauling the tax code and entitlement programs the cornerstone of his career. (Snell, 10/22) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Investigation Finds Errors in Coverage and Payments under 
Affordable Care Act  
Federal investigators from the Government Accountability Office said Thursday that they had discovered 
many errors in eligibility decisions under the Affordable Care Act that had led the government to pay for 
duplicate coverage for some people and an excessive share of costs for others. The investigators said 
some people were receiving subsidies for private insurance at the same time they were enrolled in 
Medicaid. (Pear, 10/22) 

MARKETPLACE 

CBS News: Why Spend $750 a Dose for a Drug You Can Get for $1?  
Turing Pharmaceutical's controversial move to boost the price it charges for Daraprim from $13.50 a pill 
to $750 has at least one competitor pledging to offer an equivalent compound that treats a rare parasitic 
disease -- for just $1 a dose. "Even at that price, we are going to make a lot of money," Mark Baum, 
founder of San Diego-based Imprimis Pharmaceuticals (IMMY), told CBS MoneyWatch in a phone 
interview. "We're just not going to gouge people." (Hennelly, 10/23) 
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Bloomberg: Health Care Stocks in U.S. Seen as Costly before Valeant Dispute  
Health-care stocks were poised for a fall even before they were shaken yesterday by a short seller’s fraud 
accusation against Valeant Pharmaceuticals International Inc., according to Lori Calvasina, chief U.S. 
equity strategist at Credit Suisse Group AG. Calvasina recommended last week that investors reduce 
holdings of drug and biotechnology companies, as well as providers of health-care equipment and 
services. The groups suffer from “extremely expensive valuations,” the New York-based strategist wrote 
in an Oct. 15 report. (Wilson, 10/22) 

Reuters: FDA Warns of Serious Liver Injury Risk with AbbVie Hep C Drugs  
U.S. health regulators on Thursday issued a warning of potential risk of serious liver injury for certain 
patients using AbbVie's hepatitis C treatments, Viekira Pak and Technivie, sending the drugmaker's 
shares down more than 10 percent. The Food and Drug Administration said AbbVie had identified cases 
of hepatic decompensation and liver failure in patients with liver cirrhosis who were taking the medicines. 
(Berkrot, 10/22) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Family Leave  
In 183 countries around the world, a working mom can take time off to be with a newborn — and have an 
income while she does so. Fathers can count on that too, in almost as many nations. On average, their 
combined leave amounts to 37 weeks at roughly three-quarters pay. There’s one big exception — the 
United States, where there’s no national requirement for paid family leave. Instead there’s a hodgepodge 
of state and company policies that mean a family’s circumstances depend on where they live and work. 
Overall, just 12 percent of workers have access to paid leave. (Jennifer Oldham, 10/23) 
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