
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 
 
KQED: Beyond Spanish: Mexican Indigenous Immigrants’ Dire Need for Medical 
Interpreters 
Angelina Diaz-Ramirez, like a third of California farmworkers, speaks mainly an indigenous language 
from southern Mexico. She doesn’t understand Spanish. Her language, Triqui, is as different from 
Spanish as Navajo is from English. Diaz-Ramirez’s case highlights the importance of trained medical 
interpreters, researchers say. (Raff, 9/28) 
 
California Healthline: Denti-Cal Program Grilled Again 
In a marathon four-hour hearing last week, the Little Hoover Commission listened to a sizable mountain of 
details about the failures, challenges and possible changes for the state's Medi-Cal dental program, 
known as Denti-Cal. (Gorn, 9/28) 

The Sacramento Bee: Two Halves of California Have Wide Gap in Health Costs  
When it comes to health care costs, it’s clear: Where you live matters. And in California, the gap is 
especially sharp between the north and south. Take, for instance, common procedures like a cesarean 
section or a total knee replacement. The total average price tag for a typical C-section in the four-county 
Sacramento area is $28,828; in east Los Angeles County, it’s $17,567, according to a health care 
comparison tool unveiled last week by state officials and Consumer Reports magazine. (Buck, 9/27) 

California Healthline: Stakeholders Note Few Changes in Medicaid Managed Care Final 
Rule 
CMS' final rule on 2016 reimbursement rates for Medicaid managed care plans incorporated little 
stakeholder feedback and could leave state Medicaid agencies struggling with budget issues, Modern 
Healthcare reports. According to Modern Healthcare, a comparison with the final rule and the draft 
rule shows only "slight modifications in wording and some added clarifying language" (Dickson, Modern 
Healthcare, 9/25). 
 
KPCC: Paramedics Help Battle TB in Ventura County Pilot Project 
Jeff Shultz is one of three paramedic supervisors who make after-hours house calls every evening - 
weekends and holidays included - to between eight and 10 tuberculosis patients who live in Ventura 
County. The unique project is one of 13 paramedic pilot programs starting this year in California.  Each 
embraces a model of community-based health care that enlists paramedics outside of their traditional 911 
roles. (O’Neill, 9/25) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: New Law Expanding Midwife Services Could Save 
California Money 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill this week that allows licensed midwives to provide comprehensive services 
to Medi-Cal patients. Senate Bill 407 by Republican Sen. Mike Morell from Rancho Cucamonga is 
expected to expand access to care by giving low-income women more provider choices. The move could 
save the state money, too. A home or “birth center” birth with a licensed midwife is up to 80 percent 
cheaper than a hospital birth, according to an analysis of the bill. Under state law, licensed midwives can 
practice without physician supervision. Their scope-of-practice allows them to attend cases of normal 
pregnancy and childbirth, obtain supplies and devices, and administer drugs and diagnostic testing. There 
were 332 licensed midwives in California as of Dec. 31, 201. (Robertson, 9/25) 
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CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Boehner Unloads on GOP's 'False Prophets'  
In his first one-on-one interview since his resignation announcement, Speaker John Boehner blasted 
right-wing lawmakers and groups as “false prophets” who “whip people into a frenzy” to make legislative 
demands that “are never going to happen.” The Ohio Republican also declared on CBS’ Face the Nation 
Sunday that there won’t be a government shutdown this week, though he’s “sure” it will take Democratic 
votes to pass a temporary funding extension. (Zapler, 9/27) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Fiscal Times: IRS May Have Allowed Insurers to Escape Millions in Fees and 
Penalties  
The Internal Revenue Service may have allowed scores of insurers to avoid paying millions of dollars in 
taxes and penalties under a provision of the Affordable Care Act, according to a new report by a Treasury 
Department inspector general. The ACA imposes an annual fee on health insurance providers taking part 
in the program to help fund the operations of Obamacare. It is up to the IRS to calculate the fee amount 
based on the insurers’ portion of the market share premiums. The assessed fees totaled $8 billion in 
fiscal 2014, but 143 insurers missed the April 15 deadline -- including seven that filed after the IRS had 
made the final fee assessments. (Pianin, 9/25) 

Los Angeles Times: Chief Justice Roberts' Record Isn't Conservative Enough for Some 
Activists  
When a divided Supreme Court handed down six major rulings in the last week of June, Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr. came down firmly on the conservative side in five of them. ... as Roberts this week 
marks the 10th anniversary of becoming chief justice, he finds himself in the crosshairs of right-leaning 
pundits and GOP presidential hopefuls who brand him a disappointment and openly question his 
conservative credentials because of the one case of the six in which he voted with the court’s liberals. 
The decision marked the second time Roberts had voted to uphold President Obama’s healthcare law. ... 
Heading into an election year, the attacks on Roberts appear to reflect shifting views on the right about 
the court and the proper role for the justices. (Savage, 9/25) 

MARKETPLACE 

CNN Money: Here's One Fix for High Drug Prices  
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders have a seemingly simple way to lower the high cost of drugs in the 
U.S.: Let Medicare flex its gigantic muscles and negotiate lower prices with drug manufacturers. When 
Congress overhauled Medicare in 2003 to pay for prescription drugs, lawmakers banned the agency from 
negotiating with drug companies as a concession to the pharmaceutical industry. Instead, the insurers 
who cover the roughly 42 million enrollees in Medicare's Part D drug program obtain their own discounts. 
But many experts argue that the federal government could do a better job than the insurers -- pointing to 
the deeper discounts obtained by Medicaid and the Veterans Health Administration, which can bargain 
directly. (Luhby, 9/27) 

 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*W1GgLY55yK-fwW57wCYT8gBF970/5/f18dQhb0S65M2RhFmhTvHs11WM17BW2GQXPR2vB8cZW2TQy1Y7G2ZfWW3Rl-xR6xp8MNW184f1x6zzB3hN25BXNVzFSR-N5cX-b_zKcVnW52QGhb4JrzwwW4sh-7_2gbhMdW8DC-682gw1MHW5tCvTz4kpgKZW85sx4n2Txn2kN2B6v6GDGnr7W2wdbSl7pMW8MW6ddFJ36gRm66W8n2f_45fBjjtW1qRlhy71d4mYW7YSbnv2Z7m2CN3mBCzJDRhKPW5wk8Wc8Dr7XFW833K2w580KqsN4RHgnJHQQ0wW3DVxmg94-8cMW49Zqk_1N4_Y8W4GH14k1rdJJfN2mXdYnTkKRHW92JJYV2Pqp7CW7Hytc07TMjDCW1YGtj4648tDNW5FWshG22C1pJW91PpL34HCRJWW4lggdT3-wS81N5w7W_KSNKbnW3dwfrq8GbzgDW3x33wd7LHhTxW8KFlXr2NDY_-W2l-L8n59prrTV--VH247T5HkW3sHYMz62NczlW6qVMzk4lMVrmW4ZPFcT2-HvyZW1Dkpfw5t1hYbW4WGJQk92NnYZW44LyBr7GwFncW4ZtCKc55Hp9TW7McDTp7H0JCCN1wh9m9Q_JsRf5b9_ZY04
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*W6NbQz12TCvmJW8jQWk11C2WXq0/5/f18dQhb0S65L6_rD8pW12hRp-3d7m6cW558vV652tMq0W4rgl9q22WWcFW28JLRj7cZyGmN4qDp7pV5r9SW92RgQ97YnhvxW2L-NS45bpNPhW20ZfNm8ynGcHW1d0JsR20lRhQW8fTNpd2Xg1JyW6PTG5R5yHQnJW56R2gg6LJSM4W8Q6GG28Cv0wlN6yx9T0Ch_QrW2cGYC735Z_SXW4q8c6621lFRzW5Hry1Z3W4nKjW4vKz0f7frQJdW49Zlyp2FcS3WW4jZQxv3KmzSGW7Dhwlp2d6JknW507l0s5Mr7g6W8Rr_mZ2lZCFFW4x4HgQ20_lZ4W4qZq4Y5BMFtMW7l-8C32Fmm1GN6cN1rC9cWMSW4L7Jp557f7DtN42_q56mR_1DVVSFvV1rPfGvW4KNYLb8Dw9zBW2ZL_sp2WJB7dVyGDMM2CYJd9W8lqyjW8_r1tqW42tSYK1DpsNsW6zGMQz4FhP5QN6dB1WhkDJ5LW5WqHr03YYXtbW5ZQcsZ7hz3zGW7L6zh679VrZxW582d3-669kscW4lds5V779k75W1sFSZN1qYgTPW1w-Tsc7mysFYVc2qwh8ks1hwW7hxVWm1MctTtW4xGKjZ2QP-R1W7dlDxw3w947yW1DxZxs8_7K2LW7YSgS-8jfXjVf5lFSyB02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*W6NbQz12TCvmJW8jQWk11C2WXq0/5/f18dQhb0S65L6_rD8pW12hRp-3d7m6cW558vV652tMq0W4rgl9q22WWcFW28JLRj7cZyGmN4qDp7pV5r9SW92RgQ97YnhvxW2L-NS45bpNPhW20ZfNm8ynGcHW1d0JsR20lRhQW8fTNpd2Xg1JyW6PTG5R5yHQnJW56R2gg6LJSM4W8Q6GG28Cv0wlN6yx9T0Ch_QrW2cGYC735Z_SXW4q8c6621lFRzW5Hry1Z3W4nKjW4vKz0f7frQJdW49Zlyp2FcS3WW4jZQxv3KmzSGW7Dhwlp2d6JknW507l0s5Mr7g6W8Rr_mZ2lZCFFW4x4HgQ20_lZ4W4qZq4Y5BMFtMW7l-8C32Fmm1GN6cN1rC9cWMSW4L7Jp557f7DtN42_q56mR_1DVVSFvV1rPfGvW4KNYLb8Dw9zBW2ZL_sp2WJB7dVyGDMM2CYJd9W8lqyjW8_r1tqW42tSYK1DpsNsW6zGMQz4FhP5QN6dB1WhkDJ5LW5WqHr03YYXtbW5ZQcsZ7hz3zGW7L6zh679VrZxW582d3-669kscW4lds5V779k75W1sFSZN1qYgTPW1w-Tsc7mysFYVc2qwh8ks1hwW7hxVWm1MctTtW4xGKjZ2QP-R1W7dlDxw3w947yW1DxZxs8_7K2LW7YSgS-8jfXjVf5lFSyB02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*N6Pt9kTzP80wVHjtst50lQdR0/5/f18dQhb0SfHp9dZz0CW779FJn4T_wzgW2BG1rW2BFWqqVscPvS1SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q50VH574L32SCk4W8Wm1wp4KnzC4W9gpgsy6VtnnlW9dvhm-5lRXvHW9dHj0n5Y1BmzW3gXz9x3Cf9RPW3CdPPP5k59qtW4LQp1L41XfsYW2_54mR2HVWthW3SLYcb49JfBwW3C8bwH6lMWTcW6dPQ-22MLYfCW62-0KK3B-6QRW4kkjTY3M7r_4W2YGYl22-Vk5TW4rDlFS2-J-SLW2z_tPY1JnvpYW1Df0XL6yBPHzW1c6cRf2HT8mrW6lsWvc8d3hvbW8QKpyr4sj3hVW2BcyM91mGWlYW647vjq4rHDdYN2pmV3GfyRGnW5cJVf47mV853MFRl1rFRrC9VXNJGL2-9KZZW5NQ29M6Z9tRfN3rKdMTR0WpQVf9Lx21w4Vz9W7cs0nt5sd1qzW4D9kBc2pHZ_HW6pd_3G6b60MtW160tpT6SSJNcVwtSwP3hZGvWW4p7yDT2BPMbSV5NQJ81D8tT5W49vBQD2HCCvRN7D-ccxT6MS4W8rY3RH90dYMTW865kv643MFh6W3W-dLl3TXlHkW6ptGNn1HKwPjW2-pHK_4QKPCtV1z5JY57nXN6103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*N6Pt9kTzP80wVHjtst50lQdR0/5/f18dQhb0SfHp9dZz0CW779FJn4T_wzgW2BG1rW2BFWqqVscPvS1SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q50VH574L32SCk4W8Wm1wp4KnzC4W9gpgsy6VtnnlW9dvhm-5lRXvHW9dHj0n5Y1BmzW3gXz9x3Cf9RPW3CdPPP5k59qtW4LQp1L41XfsYW2_54mR2HVWthW3SLYcb49JfBwW3C8bwH6lMWTcW6dPQ-22MLYfCW62-0KK3B-6QRW4kkjTY3M7r_4W2YGYl22-Vk5TW4rDlFS2-J-SLW2z_tPY1JnvpYW1Df0XL6yBPHzW1c6cRf2HT8mrW6lsWvc8d3hvbW8QKpyr4sj3hVW2BcyM91mGWlYW647vjq4rHDdYN2pmV3GfyRGnW5cJVf47mV853MFRl1rFRrC9VXNJGL2-9KZZW5NQ29M6Z9tRfN3rKdMTR0WpQVf9Lx21w4Vz9W7cs0nt5sd1qzW4D9kBc2pHZ_HW6pd_3G6b60MtW160tpT6SSJNcVwtSwP3hZGvWW4p7yDT2BPMbSV5NQJ81D8tT5W49vBQD2HCCvRN7D-ccxT6MS4W8rY3RH90dYMTW865kv643MFh6W3W-dLl3TXlHkW6ptGNn1HKwPjW2-pHK_4QKPCtV1z5JY57nXN6103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6LL0GW1cvLhTN1Lddh7D2_t40/*W7KBLB03LBdr3N3qw1CbQYkGF0/5/f18dQhb0S66Y6Syhq8M1xQbjj2xW_W2ZmpmG1FrHG4W5Jwvj43lWWDRVQHGp41mtJCbW7jqCtH5LbgMhN2C70gC7rFF4N2C-8-kfYxCSW54P0LP2YyDz7W2jyLDn55LqPLW8cXSBl6hRbRCW1vhHZ851BFcCW4bBYRX73bHn8W2BdFRD5qz2ySW2msVhj73FrKMN1wp9b_9Y7NMW4-szjv1PlwlxW10n15s83zyRyTFyHt1gf3c0W4MQnh78zL98xW60pNS51YQmjXW5xSn6h8dqfd1W3zqBds7ggNQ9W1bLglJ8GdRRzW24C49C3l3sCcW9d2mVC1jTKXbW8Nz4YJ4l2F5tW6CmSF1493B86W3by6XV7GwZlBW5jQQJc7QgYhcW5_7Wc8421RZnW3t8C9c8qYFVXW2DFwkR3z7MG3W3V1ST-2xyW_ZW30MPnT37WbWTW6VpMBs81xR2SW5kYdZz7Hd57wW2Bc9sR6dDnnqN46kz2tjsrdSW90khZ-2KZ3y6W4fjPxs7Kc4HRW8-1dRw1TlHmnW5dxrfl2GQSJNW5ZFBXS5g3jyXW6lB01C72wynpW7M5Rs3371P44W8pLVMF1krntBW2FP1Ty68dLYqf5b9_ZY04


 

 

 

The Washington Post: The Drug Industry Wants Us to Think Martin Shkreli is a Rogue 
CEO. He Isn’t.  
This week, a roiling controversy was ignited after Turing Pharmaceuticals chief executive Martin Shkreli 
hiked the price for his drug Daraprim by a mind-boggling 4,000 percent. The major pharmaceutical and 
biotech industry groups have portrayed Shkreli's actions as totally repugnant and the work of just one 
company, acting alone, with a flippant young chief executive who doesn't reflect the broader values, 
practices, or trends of other companies. But it's not .... while Shkreli's price increase was over-the-top 
extravagant, the overall trend for other brand name drugs is in the same direction: up. (Johnson, 9/25) 

The New York Times: Drug Companies Hire New Lobbyist to Answer Critics  
The drug industry chose a new top lobbyist Friday to help pharmaceutical companies defend themselves 
against criticism from patients, doctors and government officials who say they are charging exorbitant 
prices for many medicines. The lobbyist, Stephen J. Ubl, will become president and chief executive of 
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America, a trade group that represents companies like 
Amgen, Eli Lilly, Johnson & Johnson, Merck and Pfizer. For the last 10 years, Mr. Ubl has been the top 
lobbyist for medical device makers. He has led efforts to persuade Congress to repeal a tax on medical 
devices imposed by the Affordable Care Act. Mr. Ubl, 46, is well known in Washington for his deep 
knowledge of health policy, shrewd political instincts and low-key manner that sets him apart from many 
lobbyists. (Pear, 9/25) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The Life-Expectancy Gap  
And now comes the life-expectancy gap. It may change the national conversation over Social Security 
and an aging society — for the worse. We all know that the United States is aging, probably few of us 
know how skewed the process is in favor of the middle and upper-middle classes. Among men, life 
expectancy has improved substantially for the richest 60 percent. But for the poorest 40 percent, gains 
are tiny or nonexistent. Changes for women reflect similar trends, though less sharp. (Robert J. 
Samuelson, 9/27) 

Los Angeles Times: Boehner's Resignation Delights Conservatives, but It's Bad News for 
the Republican Party  
The abrupt decision by John A. Boehner to step down as speaker of the House and resign his seat in 
Congress has elated the bitter-ender conservatives who have made his life miserable for virtually his 
entire tenure. But it’s bad news for those — including Republican members of Congress — who 
recognize that Boehner’s right-wing critics were living in a fantasy world. In that parallel universe, the 
Republican majority could ignore the fact that a Democrat occupied the White House and that the rules of 
the Senate militated against them enacting their agenda of repealing Obamacare, reversing President 
Obama’s executive actions on immigration and, more recently, defunding Planned Parenthood. (9/25) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 29, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Law Will Help Limited English Speakers 
On Monday, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) signed a bill (AB 389) that will require hospitals to post online their 
state-required plans for assisting limited English speakers and their families. AB 389, by Assembly 
member Ed Chau (D-Monterey Park), builds on the current requirement that hospitals formulate a plan for 
helping limited English proficient (LEP) patients. (Gorn, 9/29) 

Los Angeles Times: Foes of California Vaccine Law File Petitions for Referendum  
Opponents of California’s tough new vaccine law filed petitions Monday seeking to put a referendum on 
the issue on the November 2016 ballot, but it may be a month before elections officials determine 
whether the ballot measure qualifies. Former Assemblyman Tim Donnelly, who led the largely volunteer 
effort, issued a statement saying he hopes the law "will go down in infamy," added that the referendum 
effort was "sabotaged," but did not disclose how many signatures were being turned in by today's 
deadline. The measure needs the signatures of 365,000 registered voters to qualify the referendum on a 
new law signed by Gov. Jerry Brown in June. (McGreevy, 9/28) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Senate Advances Bill to Prevent Shutdown  
A short-term bill to fund the government through Dec. 11 overcame a key procedural hurdle in the Senate 
on Monday, just days before the deadline to avoid a shutdown. Senators voted 77-19 to end debate on 
the continuing resolution (CR) to fund the government. The move paves the way for final passage before 
the Oct. 1 deadline. Nineteen Republican senators — including presidential candidates Ted Cruz (Texas) 
and Rand Paul (Ky.) — voted against moving forward, citing concerns about funding for Planned 
Parenthood and the overall spending levels it contains. (Carney, 9/28) 

Reuters: U.S. House Democrats Slam Valeant's Drug Price Hikes; Shares Sink  
Democratic lawmakers on Monday attacked "massive" price increases of two heart drugs by Canada's 
Valeant, fueling a rout in drugmaker shares on worries of a government and insurer clampdown on U.S. 
drug prices. All 18 Democratic members of the House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform urged their chairman to subpoena Valeant Pharmaceuticals International Inc and 
force it to provide documents relating to price increases of 212 percent for Isuprel and 525 percent for 
Nitropress. Valeant boosted the prices immediately after buying the heart drugs last February. Shares of 
Valeant tumbled 16.5 percent on the New York Stock Exchange, and other pharmaceutical company 
shares also slid. Investors are worried that the drug industry faces a moment of reckoning for steep price 
hikes for both new and older medicines. (Pierson and Berkrot, 9/28) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: GOP Targets Obamacare Taxes in Fast-Track Process  
Republicans will seek to repeal a range of ObamaCare taxes as well as the healthcare law’s mandates to 
buy insurance through the fast-track process known as reconciliation. President Obama is sure to veto 
the measures, but reconciliation will allow them to at least reach his desk, bypassing an expected Senate 
Democratic filibuster. The process is kicking into gear now because it is also being used in an attempt to 
defund Planned Parenthood, part of an effort to target the organization by means other than risking a 
government shutdown.  (Sullivan, 9/28) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: Study: Breast Cancer Detection Not Better With Computer Aid  
Computer-assisted detection used in most U.S. mammograms adds no benefit to breast cancer screening 
while substantially increasing costs, a large study suggests. Some previous research said computer 
technology could serve almost as a second set of eyes for doctors. The technique uses special software 
to highlight suspicious-looking areas on mammogram images that radiologists who interpret the scans 
may have missed. The doctors then take another look before making a determination. (Tanner, 9/28) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Hillary Clinton Fixes Sights on Ripe Target: Prescription Drug Prices  
Hillary Clinton may have found the perfect target to show that she'll be as tough on corporations as her 
Democratic rival, Bernie Sanders: big pharma. Following up on her tweet last week against "price-
gouging" by Turing Pharmaceuticals that sent biotech stocks plummeting, the Democratic front-runner 
released a hard-hitting television ad on Monday suggesting that CEO Mark Shkreli decided to lower 
prices after she went after him. In between, she unveiled a proposal to cap out-of-pocket drug expenses, 
offering tax credits to help families deal with soaring costs, forcing drug manufacturers to invest more on 
research and development, and obliging companies to invest in the production of generics. The response 
from industry has been, to say the least, unenthusiastic. (David Knowles, 9/29) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 
 
Sacramento Bee: California Anti-Smoking Drive Cut Rates in Half 
Smoking in California has dropped by more than 50 percent since the state launched its Tobacco Control 
Program in 1988, according to a Department of Public Health report. In 1988, the report says, 23.7 per 
cent of California adults were puffing away, but by 2013, it had dropped to 11.7 percent, the second 
lowest (to Utah) of any state. However, there are very large discrepancies in smoking rates by gender, 
age, ethnicity and geography. And the report notes the sharp increase in use of electronic cigarettes, 
approaching the use of conventional smokes in the 18-24 age bracket. (Walters, 9/29) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: House GOP Hard-Liners Agitate to Have One of Their Own in a 
Leadership Role  
A generation of House Republicans who have spent the past five years trying to shake up Washington 
spent Tuesday trying to shake up their party’s leadership contests that have moved coolly toward 
reinforcing the status quo. They had little success. A campaign to draft one prominent, relatively young 
conservative, Rep. Trey Gowdy (S.C.), into the race for majority leader was extinguished before day’s 
end, leaving restless conservatives to continue their search for a standard-bearer. (DeBonis and Costa, 
9/29) 

Politico: GOP Full Throttle on Obamacare Repeal  
Congressional Republicans have agreed on a plan to use a fast-track budget procedure to send an 
Obamacare repeal to the president’s desk, a largely symbolic move – given an expected veto – but one 
conservatives have been pushing for since the GOP took control of Congress. House Republican leaders 
are planning to put the bill – which is being crafted in three committees this week – up for a vote as early 
as next month, according to House aides. After it is approved, Senate leaders are expected to put the 
legislation on the floor in the upper chamber. (Haberkorn and Kim, 9/29) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Boston Globe: For Kennedy, a Frustration over Clinton Approach to Health Care  
Some 15 years had passed since Bill and Hillary Clinton’s health care legislation failed when Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy sat for a 2008 oral history interview, but his frustration over the couple’s handling of 
the measure seemed to anger him as much as ever. “I think everybody understands now that that was a 
catastrophic mistake,” Kennedy told a historian from the University of Virginia’s Miller Center, according to 
transcripts released this week. (Kranish, 9/30) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Modern Healthcare: CMS Awards $685 Million to Aid Providers in Transformation Efforts  
The CMS Innovation Center is awarding $685 million to more than three dozen physician groups, health 
systems and other organizations for training, education and investment in information technology, care 
coordination and quality-improvement efforts. (Dickson, 9/29) 
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COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Kaiser Health News: Think Health Prices Are High Near You? Maybe Yes — and No  
A long-established belief about health costs is that some areas of the country, like McAllen, Texas, are 
expensive, while others like San Francisco are cheap. But an analysis released Wednesday provides 
evidence that prices can be exorbitant for some medical services and bargains for others—all in the same 
place. (Rau, 9/30) 

KQED: African-Americans Face Higher Colon Cancer Risk, Less Likely to be Screened 
Every year, 140,000 Americans are diagnosed with colon cancer, and more than 50,000 die from it. It’s 
the third leading cause of cancer-related deaths. But among those tens of thousands who are suffering, 
African-Americans are especially vulnerable. “African-Americans are more likely to get colon cancer, 
they’re more likely to have an advanced stage of disease when they’re diagnosed with colon cancer,” 
says Dr. Fola May, a gastroenterologist at UCLA. “They’re more likely to die from colon cancer.” (Artsy, 
9/30) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Mr. Boehner’s Last Chance to Tidy up a Messy House  
Boehner’s resignation, and the month until it takes effect, offers the prospect — albeit a slim one — for a 
mini-grand bargain to let the government function more effectively until after the presidential election. 
Boehner would do his successor, his party and the country a huge favor if he were to do the necessary 
mucking. The bargain that’s in the realm of the possible is far from the sort of broad agreement on 
spending and entitlements that Boehner and President Obama envisioned in 2012. That deal entailed 
politically risky moves by both sides — for Democrats, raising the Medicare eligibility age and reducing 
cost-of-living increases for Social Security recipients, along with huge spending cuts; for Republicans, 
acceding to $800 billion in new taxes. That moment is gone. (Ruth Marcus, 9/29) 
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California Healthline: Court Rules Blue Cross, Blue Shield Must Pay California Health 
Premiums Tax 
A state court ruled last week that two health care service plans need to pay the state's gross premiums 
tax because they qualify as health insurers. The health care service plans -– Blue Shield of California and 
Anthem Blue Cross -- argued that they were regulated by the Department of Managed Health Care, not 
the California Department of Insurance, and were not insurers subject to the gross premiums tax. (Gorn, 
10/1) 
 
California Health Report: Majority of California Health Clinics Lack Dentists, Causing 
Some Patients to Forgo Treatment 
Only about a third of community health clinics in California have dental services onsite, causing some 
patients to forgo treatment, according to a report released Wednesday. The study from the UCLA Center 
for Health Policy Research found that the state could significantly improve access to dental care, 
particularly for low-income and uninsured people, if dentists were available at more health clinics. While a 
third of health clinics offer no dental services, another third are part of an organization that does offer 
dental care, but at another site. (Guzik, 9/30) 

Los Angeles Times: Not Enough Signatures: Vaccine Opponents Fall Short in Ballot 
Effort  
Opponents of a new child vaccination law in California have reported that they turned in some 228,000 
signatures on petitions for a referendum to overturn the measure, far short of the number needed to 
qualify it for next year's ballot. Referendum supporters needed the signatures of 365,880 registered 
voters by Monday to place the measure before state voters in November 2016. (McGreevy, 9/30) 

California Healthline: Why California Put the Brakes on a Hospital Merger -- and What it 
Means  
There's a story being written in metro areas around the country, over and over again. In Atlanta: 
Hospitals' merger goes through. In Detroit: Hospitals' merger goes through. But in California this spring, 
something different happened: A merger fell through. And that case -- the failed sale of Daughters of 
Charity to Prime Healthcare, and all the acrimony that's come after it -- is an interesting case study in 
regulatory power. (Diamond, 9/30) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Shutdown Fight Pushed to December  
Conservatives in both chambers wanted the continuing resolution to cut federal funding for the women’s 
health care organization but nearly unified Senate Democratic resistance — not to mention a promised 
veto from President Barack Obama, meant the defunding language was jettisoned from the bill that the 
House cleared on a 277-151 vote and that will move on for Obama’s signature. A coalition of 91 
Republicans joined 186 Democrats to pass the bill in the House. ... Conservative Republicans are already 
planning an aggressive tact to strip Planned Parenthood of its funding after falling short this round. ... And 
with the House GOP embroiled in leadership election intrigue after Boehner’s surprise resignation last 
week, there are several variables in play. Minority Whip Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) told reporters on Tuesday 
that he is worried that fights over spending caps, Planned Parenthood and overall government funding 
could lead to a shutdown in December. (French and Kim, 9/30) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: How Bernie Sanders Would Transform the Nation  
The biggest pieces of Sanders’s domestic agenda — making college, health care and child care more 
affordable — seek to capture these industries and convert them to run chiefly on federal money. ... Bernie 
Sanders — a senator from Vermont who describes himself as a “democratic socialist” — will never get 
everything he wants in Washington. And that still would be true if he became President Sanders. 
(Fahrenthold, 10/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: Is Obamacare Debate Starting to Thaw?  
In a nearly empty House chamber on Monday afternoon, a little-noticed bill came up for a voice vote. The 
few lawmakers on the floor shouted “aye,” no one shouted “no,” and the bill was passed. Changing 
Obamacare has rarely been so drama-free. Passage of the bill, which would adjust the healthcare law’s 
definition of a small employer, is raising hopes that more bipartisan tweaks to ObamaCare could be on 
the way. (Sullivan, 10/1) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Pecked By a Chicken? Sickened By In-Laws? There’s a Code for 
That  
If you're struck by an orca, sucked into a jet engine, or having relationship problems with your in-laws, 
fear not: Your doctor now has a medical diagnosis code for that. Today U.S. doctors, hospitals and health 
insurers must start using the ICD-10, a vast new set of alphanumeric codes for describing diseases and 
injuries in unprecedented detail. The transition, mandated by the federal government, has been called 
American health care’s Y2K moment, because the codes haven’t been updated in 36 years. Doctors and 
hospitals are on high alert since the arcane letters and digits are key to how health care providers get 
paid. If they don’t use the right codes, down to the decimal, they may not be paid sufficiently – or at all. 
(Feder Ostrov, 10/1) 

KPCC: Can Prescription Drugs Be Priced on Their 'Value'? 
In the United States, experts say, drug companies essentially have free reign to set prices. Those prices 
are generally based on what the market can bear. The market, in this sense, is not consumers but 
intermediaries who buy large quantities of drugs, like insurance companies, employers and the 
government. Some say this system is broken. Others, like Stuart Schweitzer, a professor of health policy 
and management at the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health, says this market works when competition 
spurs further innovation and keeps drugs priced fairly. (Plevin, 9/30) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: UN: HIV Patients Should Start Treatment Immediately  
The World Health Organization has revised its HIV guidelines to recommend that anyone who tests 
positive for the virus that causes AIDS should be treated immediately. That guidance fits with what is 
already recommended in many developed nations, including the United States. (Cheng, 9/30) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Politico: The House GOP’s War on Women  
As the top ranking Democrat on both the Benghazi and Oversight committees in the House of 
Representatives, I have a front row seat to watch House Republicans push their highest priorities. Right 
now, the top two goals for Republicans are to damage Hillary Clinton’s campaign to become the nation’s 
first woman president and to attack and defund Planned Parenthood, an organization that provides critical 
healthcare services to millions of women across the country. My assessment is based not only on 
Republicans’ statements, but also on their actions, and particularly the way in which they are structuring 
and paying for these efforts in the House. (Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md., 9/30) 

The Washington Times: The Coming Coding Conundrum  
“Gray’s Anatomy” illustrated the entire human body with 1,247 engravings when it was published in 1918, 
but starting today doctors must employ nearly 70,000 codes to document their efforts to heal it. The 
bureaucrats who crowd the corridors of power like plaque in a clogged artery have dreamed up new 
hoops for medical professionals to jump through. It’s about keeping up with the complexification of health 
care. (9/30) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      OCTOBER 2, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Governor Signs Bill to Address ED Delay 
Emergency department staffers call it "wall time" -- the long delay in care when patients brought in by 
ambulance wait on a gurney along one of the walls. Gov. Jerry Brown (D) this week signed legislation (AB 
1223) addressing that problem. (Gorn, 10/2) 

Los Angeles Times: As California Goes... But Will Nation Follow State's Lead on 
Healthcare for Immigrants?  
Like many blue states, California enthusiastically embraced Obamacare, signing up millions for health 
insurance. Now, it's venturing into a potentially costly and controversial new frontier of health policy: 
offering medical coverage to hundreds of thousands people living in the country illegally. In a matter of 
months, the number of California counties committed to providing low-cost, government-run medical care 
to such residents jumped from 11 to 48. And in June, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a state budget that for the 
first time funds healthcare for such children. (Karlamangla, 10/2) 

Los Angeles Times: Why Your Doctor Might Start Asking a Lot More Questions  
Many residents of Los Angeles County might soon find they are getting more attention and questions 
from their doctors. That's because L.A. Care Health Plan -- a public health plan in L.A. County with more 
than 1.8 million members -- received a $15.8-million federal grant this week to help change the way 
physicians interact with patients and deliver care. The funding, part of the Transforming Clinical Practice 
Initiative, is supposed to help achieve a key goal of Obamacare: improve primary and preventative care 
and thereby reduce healthcare costs. The Affordable Care Act promotes the idea that keeping people 
healthy -- both by providing quality care to patients and catching diseases early -- prevents the need for 
expensive medical care, saving money in the long run. (Karlamangla, 10/1) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Times: Federal Misspending Shocks Senators: $124 Billion Could Have 
Covered Sequesters 
The government doled out $124 billion in improper payments last year — up $19 billion over 2013 and 
accounting for more than enough money to cover the entire sequester budget cuts, if only the government 
had been able to save it. Medicare accounted for nearly half of those bad payments, with Medicaid and 
the earned income tax credit the next-biggest problem programs, the Government Accountability 
Office said. (Shastry, 10/1) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Bernie Sanders Tells Latino Lawmakers: Undocumented 
Immigrants Should Benefit From Obamacare  
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders supports allowing some of the nation's undocumented 
immigrants to obtain health-care coverage under the Affordable Care Act, he told Democratic lawmakers 
on Thursday. The Vermont senator, who is running a competitive race against Democratic presidential 
front-runner Hillary Rodham Clinton, made the comments during a 45-minute meeting with members of 
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, according to attendees.  The 26-member group is comprised entirely 
of House and Senate Democrats. (O'Keefe and Wagner, 10/1) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: Health Insurers to Receive a Fraction of What They’re Owed Under 
ACA Program  
Health insurers in the marketplaces created by the Affordable Care Act will be reimbursed this year only 
13 percent of the money they are owed under a program designed to help cushion the burden of covering 
large numbers of people who need expensive medical treatment. ... A senior official with the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services said the agency would attempt to pay more of what it owes next year 
and, if necessary, the year after. But the official, briefing reporters on the condition of anonymity, 
acknowledged that the ability to fully pay hinges on Congress’s willingness to provide additional money. 
(Goldstein, 10/1) 

Kaiser Health News: Insurers Find Out-of-Network Bills as Much as 1,400 Percent Higher  
It’s common knowledge that consumers have to pay more money if they choose doctors or hospitals 
outside of their insurance plan’s network. But a new analysis prepared by the insurance industry seeks to 
show just how much more in each of the 50 states. Out-of-network providers charged patients on average 
300 percent more than the Medicare rate for certain treatments or procedures, according to the analysis 
of 2013 and 2014 claims data released Thursday by the America’s Health Insurance Plans. (Gorman, 
10/1) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Reuters: Cancer Survivor Clinics Linked to Fewer Emergency Room Visits  
Specialized clinics for childhood cancer survivors may help reduce the odds these patients will need 
emergency medical care as adults, a Canadian study suggests. Researchers followed almost 4,000 adult 
survivors of childhood cancers in Ontario for two decades. Compared with survivors who never used the 
specialized clinics, patients who went at least once were 19 percent less likely to visit the emergency 
department, the study found. (Rapaport, 9/30) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: How to Reduce Drug Prices: Our View  
For fresh evidence that prescription drug pricing is out of whack, look no further than the recent case of 
Martin Shkreli, the hedge fund manager turned pharmaceutical CEO. Shkreli announced that his 
company would abruptly increase the cost of a 62-year-old drug, used to treat a life-threatening parasitic 
infection, from $13.50 per pill to $750. (10/1) 
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