
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 
 
California Health Report: L.A. Rolls Out Complex Care Teams for Chronically Ill Patients 
Los Angeles County’s Department of Health Services is betting it can save money while radically 
improving the health of some of its sickest and most challenging patients. Last March, county health 
officials began targeting individuals in South and East Los Angeles who rely on emergency departments 
or hospitalizations for care and who struggle with more than one chronic disease. (Urevich, 9/21) 
 
Healthcare Informatics: Can Telehealth Work for Community Health Centers? 
Community health centers (CHCs) should be able to take advantage of more flexible payment models to 
boost their usage of telehealth to provide their patients access to specialist care. But as a recently 
released report by the California-based Center for Connected Health Policy details, CHCs face a series of 
obstacles to making telehealth work for them financially, including the complexity of billing and 
reimbursement rules and the difficulty of tracking telehealth visits using their current data systems. 
(Raths, 9/20) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: House Votes to Defund Planned Parenthood for One Year  
The House on Friday approved legislation to defund Planned Parenthood for one year and to add new 
medical and reporting requirements on live births resulting from an attempted abortion. The bills were the 
latest in the House’s response to a series of videos that opponents of Planned Parenthood say show that 
the organization is making money off the trafficking of human fetal tissue and organs. Planned 
Parenthood denies such claims and says the videos were highly edited. But the videos have enflamed the 
already contentious debate over abortion and Planned Parenthood and are threatening to hold up a bill to 
fund the government before it runs out of money on Oct. 1. Friday's votes, however, are unlikely to satisfy 
conservative lawmakers who are pushing Republican leaders to cut off Planned Parenthood's federal 
support in must-pass legislation funding the government. (Haberkorn, 9/18) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Clinton to Propose New Prescription Drug Proposal This Week  
Hillary Rodham Clinton says she'll soon roll out a proposal for controlling the cost of prescription drugs, a 
key fix to President Barack Obama's signature health care law. "We have a lot of positives. But there are 
issues that need to be addressed," the Democratic presidential front-runner she said Sunday on CBS' 
"Face the Nation. “I’m going to address them this week, starting with how we're going to try to control the 
cost of skyrocketing prescription drugs. It's something I hear about everywhere I go." (9/20) 

The Associated Press: Republicans Jockey for Conservative Credibility  
Setting aside personality clashes for a night, the Republican Party’s 2016 contest shifted to substance 
Friday as a slate of White House hopefuls vowed to steer the nation sharply to the right as they courted 
conservatives in battleground South Carolina. ... [Wisconsin Gov. Scott] Walker also called for 
congressional Republicans to strip federal funding from Planned Parenthood even if it causes a 
government shutdown. He suggested that Senate Republicans use the so-called “nuclear option” to 
bypass filibuster rules that often require 60 votes to proceed on contentious issues. “We don’t have to 
play by those rules,” Walker said. (Peoples and Barrow, 9/18) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: FDA Revisits Safety of the Essure Contraceptive Device  
Essure is a device comprised of two tiny coils made of nickel-titanium alloy. Scott's doctor inserted one 
into each of her fallopian tubes to permanently block them. Since Essure doesn't require surgery, he said 
it would be a lot easier, quicker and safer. ... Because of complaints, the FDA has asked a panel of 
outside experts to take another look at Essure during a public hearing on Thursday. (Stein, 9/21) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Drug Goes From $13.50 a Tablet to $750, Overnight  
Specialists in infectious disease are protesting a gigantic overnight increase in the price of a 62-year-old 
drug that is the standard of care for treating a life-threatening parasitic infection. The drug, called 
Daraprim, was acquired in August by Turing Pharmaceuticals, a start-up run by a former hedge fund 
manager. Turing immediately raised the price to $750 a tablet from $13.50, bringing the annual cost of 
treatment for some patients to hundreds of thousands of dollars. (Pollack, 9/20) 

The New York Times: F.D.A. Nominee Califf’s Ties to Drug Makers Worry Some  
[I]n May 2014, Dr. Robert M. Califf gave a presentation ... [and] spoke about ways to quicken the pace of 
biomedical innovation by transforming research. Toward the end he showed a slide that noted one 
barrier: regulation. ... after President Obama nominated Dr. Califf on Tuesday to become the next 
commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, his thoughts on the subject are suddenly taking on 
importance. ... no one who knows him thinks he wants to weaken the regulatory agency he has been 
chosen to lead. But he has deeper ties to the pharmaceutical industry than any F.D.A. commissioner in 
recent memory. (Tavernise, 9/19) 

HEALTH IT 

The Associated Press: Health Apps Top 165,000 in U.S., Report Says  
Smartphone users have more than 165,000 apps available to help them stay healthy or monitor a medical 
condition, but only three dozen account for nearly half of all downloads, according to a new report. Most 
apps focus on fitness or wellness by helping the user do things like count calories or track steps walked. 
Doctors and other care providers also are taking a growing interest in using apps to help patients, but 
concerns about a lack of research and data protection are limiting wider use of the technology, according 
to the IMS Institute for Healthcare Informatics. (Murphy, 9/21) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: Use Medicare’s Muscle to Lower Drug Prices  
A poll last month by Consumer Reports found that a third of the patients who take prescription drugs are 
paying significantly more this year, forcing many to cut back on other necessities or load up on credit card 
debt. Another poll in August by the Kaiser Family Foundation found that about a quarter of those 
surveyed said they had trouble paying for prescription drugs. Many of the people most affected by rising 
drug prices are older patients on Medicare, who often live on modest incomes, are in poor health, and 
take four or more prescription drugs. (9/21) 
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Los Angeles Times: Direct-to-Consumer Drug Marketing is a Scandal. Can the FDA Fix 
it?  
Two nations in the world allow drug companies to market prescription medicines directly to consumers: 
New Zealand and the United States. In the U.S. at least, the lack of effective regulation of what 
drugmakers say, and how, leaves consumers utterly at a loss when trying to understand the uses and 
risks of these intensely marketed products. That's the conclusion of Jeremy A. Greene of Johns Hopkins 
and Elizabeth S. Watkins of UC San Francisco, who write in the New England Journal of Medicine that 
discussions of side effects and contraindications are typically provided to consumers in package inserts 
whose "medical terminology, dense verbiage, and tiny fonts ... have made them inscrutable to the 
average consumer and virtually useless as information sources." (Michael Hiltzik, 9/18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 
 
Voice of OC: State Watchdog Closes Probe Into Supervisors, CalOptima Board 
The state's Fair Political Practices Commission has closed a conflict-of-interest investigation it launched 
in 2013 into county supervisors and CalOptima board members and will take no action. “After reviewing 
the minutes and meetings of the Orange County Board of Supervisors, the Enforcement Division has 
determined that the allegations were too vague (to) establish that you had a conflict of interest,” the 
commission wrote Sept. 4 to then-supervisors John Moorlach, Shawn Nelson, Bill Campbell, and Pat 
Bates, all Republicans. (Wood, 9/22) 

Los Angeles Times: Consumers Can Check Medical Prices, Quality Scores on New State 
Website  
Lifting some of the secrecy surrounding California healthcare, state officials unveiled a website where 
consumers can look up average prices for common medical procedures — as well as quality scores for 
providers. California Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones, consumer advocates and researchers hailed 
the online tool launched Monday as the first step in prying more detailed prices from insurers, hospitals 
and doctors so patients facing high deductibles can find the best deal. (Terhune, 9/21) 

EdSource: One in 6 School Districts Gives Up on Medi-Cal Outreach Reimbursements 
Nearly one in six California school districts has dropped out of a federal outreach program for low-income 
student health that brings millions in unfettered dollars into schools, citing bungled state management and 
years-long delays in receiving funds, according to a new state audit. The exodus is part of the continuing 
fallout from a 2012 federal investigation that found California had “serious deficiencies” in its oversight 
and management of the School-Based Medi-Cal Administrative Activities program. The program 
reimburses schools for a portion of the cost of referring students to Medi-Cal, California’s name for the 
federal Medicaid low-income health insurance program. (Adams, 9/21) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Budget Standoff Puts Nancy Pelosi Back in the Driver's Seat  
Over the next week, as congressional leaders try to avoid another government shutdown, Pelosi will exert 
her rising clout as she tries to use a battle over the federal budget to win concessions from the GOP 
majority. ... To pass a bill that would keep government agencies and departments running after Sept. 30, 
[Speaker John Boehner] will almost certainly have to rely on Democratic votes that Pelosi controls. 
Boehner and his Senate counterpart, Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), badly want to avoid 
another politically damaging shutdown like the 16-day episode two years ago. (Mascaro, 9/22) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Clinton Proposing $250 Monthly Cap on Prescription Drug Costs 
For Patients  
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton is proposing a $250 monthly cap on the 
amount patients with chronic and serious medical problems would have to pay out of pocket for 
prescription drugs as a way to reduce the effect of skyrocketing drug prices on consumers. The cap is 
part of Clinton’s program to alter and expand the Affordable Care Act, the signature domestic policy 
achievement of President Obama, if she is elected to succeed him. Clinton will discuss the prescription 
drug plan Tuesday in Des Moines, Iowa. (Gearan and Goldstein, 9/22) 

http://voiceofoc.org/2015/09/state-watchdog-closes-probe-into-supervisors-caloptima-board/
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8hH21K77F07zW8tly7h52LZJG0/*W1rVt0B17QgNBW70Lfhq5M_2Gz0/5/f18dQhb0S65L6_rzZBV1y5SC2qhzx0W60ThDM2LdsYQW3VFrvl4Dymw-W5FnncC8tGL7VW6QXy7K8Mhz3kW3l4cbR1X_DXlVgGmRN9fg5z9VLTGJf2YGYykW8S1cdh8sLg1yW8gVX808_2P2ZW5tRP378Q8L-0W2bv1r-22RPg0W6qZ5sP1cv66CTkjcD1Kj2r0N3mY-KfkWTS6N7mMfvbXh_T0W1MQfm92KnrPXN1J54xCbF_VlN1wZj8KnmQynW472VK_7QqcJBMmj8grff3LjW6mk2G_6btSPwW5Rgs0p3CNzqBW8z4Vw65ncXvDN5FRh1zYNCprVgY60v7YH930W5PbFD83R4rgmW7PWszJ5FGr5zW6HfPv062rShxW27KtQd5Vf6ZsW7sQfLj2VpkR_W8KVmBz7npTtFW5f-VLN6F7XKxW5mTs1G3h7HkzW1p8g6c4dgGGCW2FnYZZ73-xP9W3knp_T8GVsqzW1Nwq6K6pRDjKW3kpT_95_J7bmW6wtYvB5Q69g7N8f7fDs_YjhQW5XsZ0d6gltxfW2JFrQF8CZRTlW97L2cQ135vKPW4y74yr89ptT7W4zvPBD9gPPPCW1WWLNj1LH9k-f1bgfvC03
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8hH21K77F07zW8tly7h52LZJG0/*W1rVt0B17QgNBW70Lfhq5M_2Gz0/5/f18dQhb0S65L6_rzZBV1y5SC2qhzx0W60ThDM2LdsYQW3VFrvl4Dymw-W5FnncC8tGL7VW6QXy7K8Mhz3kW3l4cbR1X_DXlVgGmRN9fg5z9VLTGJf2YGYykW8S1cdh8sLg1yW8gVX808_2P2ZW5tRP378Q8L-0W2bv1r-22RPg0W6qZ5sP1cv66CTkjcD1Kj2r0N3mY-KfkWTS6N7mMfvbXh_T0W1MQfm92KnrPXN1J54xCbF_VlN1wZj8KnmQynW472VK_7QqcJBMmj8grff3LjW6mk2G_6btSPwW5Rgs0p3CNzqBW8z4Vw65ncXvDN5FRh1zYNCprVgY60v7YH930W5PbFD83R4rgmW7PWszJ5FGr5zW6HfPv062rShxW27KtQd5Vf6ZsW7sQfLj2VpkR_W8KVmBz7npTtFW5f-VLN6F7XKxW5mTs1G3h7HkzW1p8g6c4dgGGCW2FnYZZ73-xP9W3knp_T8GVsqzW1Nwq6K6pRDjKW3kpT_95_J7bmW6wtYvB5Q69g7N8f7fDs_YjhQW5XsZ0d6gltxfW2JFrQF8CZRTlW97L2cQ135vKPW4y74yr89ptT7W4zvPBD9gPPPCW1WWLNj1LH9k-f1bgfvC03
http://edsource.org/2015/one-in-6-school-districts-gives-up-on-medi-cal-outreach-reimbursements/86177
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8hH21K77F07zW8tly7h52LZJG0/*W8X2pjk38NyrpW5fpmQS8W4L-c0/5/f18dQhb0SfHF9c-lkYW779FJn4T_wzgW2m15jd3-ll64W6C8Ysc60T9hdW3vXK2C3mVW5QW1kq_cV3c_LFhW3b7P4C7z32yDW2JHspf7MVY_hW2HFSgt1G7S-8N2NxN6m609n9W3csZSP8rzC35W8yWKlH5F35CzVXllD_54BRrCW2KW3y22MznrNN5nbq6BGXpVfW3-yNwT34RDR9W3pFnVt1zgnrsVKnmGH6B9_kDW1SPzP14Q5KXxW54S4Lz7pFD1kW55nSC91VJH71W4cWBVc3CPQ_BN5D8zFFBBwkqW5DRP9-7NM5zGW1jNDVt53X_ZpW52Ylfx3_8mplW9fgwMT4fdkZxW8TDJfD5nFvhWW2rjq4R7pgSCVN3q3Y1dqhNdBVvxHdb3pFRQwN7LczCRKzwFnW2bs-Gc3mMgbLW33pqGj1f9JD1N8TQwJj4ybGYW6hlJ_W4zf7M6W2MYXGq8VPgbNW4QzkH13pdBMKW11MynN3MYtL8W4HrzHP45Ly2MVkwRPg8j1xl6W3vBFXl5Fy-pvW5P-LZ-5Krc4cW3vBB9q19rcTfW7g21fM6xWN15M-4S-6nYzNXW4rK77S96TZ0-W2LKjqt4dQ0m3M9XfyR3_BYff2hh_NC11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8hH21K77F07zW8tly7h52LZJG0/*W5fkdQf7bt77JN89m5G4FrQRc0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2WJLfhVWVCYq2XY4JKN34_sdv8WMvbN5nF0-Rr1q8bW1XrZrg32CVY7W7q-k1G14YdpJN5CzL8fTdRhHT6hPY7s31KjW1sQsG_19s5PHW1vHQLF5TS04KW76DGN-89GKKBW6khB7t69XCLnW4-3q2h7x6Qj2W989mvk39158RW8sKFL_1pLbcHW305Dx858N1nXW7vBH612mRTFJW2zczT12x3rWKW6kjt7m2FJxxRTjKZ38rr3x1W7Mjvxl1qNMq-W6jT5sX8wQ7flW1Vq82r1jgPtFW6LBH7R5_F6kfW2B7J5q41RMrzW1NnHTX1gVkF2N7Vqg3W7vVQ3W6DFZVn5pS_mpW1bpvS11z9sZQW4WCJM52rdWGlW5qtK8Y6LLxCRW3By-Bd5r9wNtW46zwQd93QdyVW1N4MSF2mx6c_W3x1k_K4YqJHyW15mJNt6L0VZXW3QJm0c88v0WWW2j7dTC3ZzmbLW1_frz446mn1fW85VC-r1MB3m0W7FF5Jm7869XMW1RlQR94_CN1kW1nc1T79hvFKZW13XkQj2ynG80W3NYpM162dJYSW1ZrwSN4qcqbQW4nzRg54CcDN7N2f4grG-qGZrW60HYdT7QystyW4dGKpp7n1MxVW2kMLWM70k0kGW976HtG949ZJbW5CSCXb8NlC87W77ps591F-sZZf70Sk7b04
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W8hH21K77F07zW8tly7h52LZJG0/*W5fkdQf7bt77JN89m5G4FrQRc0/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb2WJLfhVWVCYq2XY4JKN34_sdv8WMvbN5nF0-Rr1q8bW1XrZrg32CVY7W7q-k1G14YdpJN5CzL8fTdRhHT6hPY7s31KjW1sQsG_19s5PHW1vHQLF5TS04KW76DGN-89GKKBW6khB7t69XCLnW4-3q2h7x6Qj2W989mvk39158RW8sKFL_1pLbcHW305Dx858N1nXW7vBH612mRTFJW2zczT12x3rWKW6kjt7m2FJxxRTjKZ38rr3x1W7Mjvxl1qNMq-W6jT5sX8wQ7flW1Vq82r1jgPtFW6LBH7R5_F6kfW2B7J5q41RMrzW1NnHTX1gVkF2N7Vqg3W7vVQ3W6DFZVn5pS_mpW1bpvS11z9sZQW4WCJM52rdWGlW5qtK8Y6LLxCRW3By-Bd5r9wNtW46zwQd93QdyVW1N4MSF2mx6c_W3x1k_K4YqJHyW15mJNt6L0VZXW3QJm0c88v0WWW2j7dTC3ZzmbLW1_frz446mn1fW85VC-r1MB3m0W7FF5Jm7869XMW1RlQR94_CN1kW1nc1T79hvFKZW13XkQj2ynG80W3NYpM162dJYSW1ZrwSN4qcqbQW4nzRg54CcDN7N2f4grG-qGZrW60HYdT7QystyW4dGKpp7n1MxVW2kMLWM70k0kGW976HtG949ZJbW5CSCXb8NlC87W77ps591F-sZZf70Sk7b04


 

 

 

Politico: Bernie Sanders Questions Drug Price Spike  
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders is calling on a drug company to justify a dramatic spike 
in the price of a 62-year-old drug that was reported Sunday. One day before rival Hillary Clinton is set to 
propose a plan to rein in high costs for specialty drugs, Sanders in a letter to Turing Pharmaceuticals 
demanded an explanation for why the price of a drug used to treat dangerous parasitical infections leapt 
from $13.50 per tablet to $750 after the company acquired the drug from a competitor. (Norman, 9/21) 

Politico: How Scott Walker Became an Asterisk  
His stunning fall, from top tier hopeful to a so-called “asterisk candidate” who couldn’t break 1 percent in 
the latest CNN poll, also illustrated the limits of fundraising in a 2016 that was supposed to be dominated 
by unregulated campaign spending. Both Walker and former Gov. Rick Perry, who dropped out earlier 
this month, represent a two-man money-couldn’t-buy-them-love club on the sidelines. Super PACs 
affiliated with Perry and Walker raised millions in the weeks leading up to their collapses — Walker’s 
alone banked more than $20 million. (Thrush, 9/21) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: How the GOP Could Use Obamacare to Gut Obamacare  
Forget "repeal and replace." An obscure Obamacare provision that takes effect in 2017 could empower a 
Republican president to unravel Obamacare — without a single vote from Congress. The provision allows 
the executive branch to waive big chunks of the law for a state that chooses a different approach to 
expanding health coverage. It was designed to allow progressive states to go further than Obamacare. 
Vermont, for instance, wanted to create a single-payer plan. But the tool (known as a "1332 waiver") 
could turn out to be an important lever for Republicans, especially if they control the White House. 
(Pradhan, 9/22) 

MARKETPLACE 

USA Today: Insurance, Healthy Behavior Are Key to Reducing Cost of Chronic Disease  
Chronic disease is a modern plague: Nearly half of adults have either diabetes or pre-diabetes, one in 
three suffers from high blood pressure and more than two-thirds are overweight or obese. These 
conditions not only maim and kill; they cost the nation hundreds of billions of dollars. Panelists at a forum 
sponsored here last week by USA TODAY and Cigna agreed that both access to health insurance 
coverage and healthy behaviors are key to bringing those costs down. The experts stressed that cost-
control measures are especially needed in an era of health reform as the nation faces an aging 
population. (Ungar and O'Donnell, 9/22) 

ProPublica: New Court Docs: Maker of Tylenol Had a Plan to Block Tougher Regulation  
Recently filed court documents show the makers of Tylenol planned to enlist the White House and 
lawmakers to block the Food and Drug Administration from imposing tough new safety restrictions on 
acetaminophen, the iconic painkiller’s chief ingredient. An executive with McNeil Consumer Healthcare – 
which counts Tylenol as its flagship product – told the board of directors for parent company Johnson and 
Johnson about a campaign to “influence the FDA” and block recommendations made by an agency 
advisory panel in 2009. (Gerth and Miller, 9/21) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

KQED: Pregnancy Complications May Signal Heart Disease Risk Later in Life 
Certain complications during pregnancy may increase a woman’s risk of dying from heart disease later in 
life, according to a new analysis. That increased risk can be dramatic, more than 7-fold, if a woman 
experiences combinations of problems. The analysis is from Oakland’s Public Health Institute and 
was published Monday in the American Heart Association journal, Circulation. (Aliferis, 9/21) 

The Associated Press: FDA Experts to Review Safety of Essure Birth Control Implant  
Federal medical experts will take a closer look at a host of problems reported with the birth control implant 
called Essure, including chronic pain, bleeding, headaches and allergic reactions. Essure has been sold 
for 13 years but the Food and Drug Administration has recently received a flurry of complaints from 
women implanted with the device, which is marketed as the only permanent birth control method that 
doesn't require surgery. (9/21) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: The Success of the Affordable Care Act is a Hugely Inconvenient 
Truth for Its Opponents  
Remember how much Republicans wanted to repeal Obamacare? The Republican majority in the House 
of Representatives has voted more than 50 times to repeal the law. Conservatives have twice brought 
challenges to the Supreme Court .... Some suggest that the calls for repealing Obamacare are fading. ... 
Maybe, but don’t count on it. [Jeb Bush's] team of economists stresses that repealing the Affordable Care 
Act will be an “important means of enhancing economic growth.” Front-runner Donald Trump said just last 
week that he was going to replace Obamacare with “DonaldCare,” which would be both “absolutely great” 
and “really spectacular.” Repealing health-care reform remains a prominent talking point for ... Sen. Ted 
Cruz. (Jared Bernstein, 9/21) 

The New York Times' The Upshot: Prescription Drug Costs Are Rising as a Campaign 
Issue  
Both Bernie Sanders and Hillary Rodham Clinton are trying to make the rising cost of prescription drugs 
an issue in the presidential campaign. Mr. Sanders introduced a bill in Congress this month, spelling out a 
host of policy changes to drive down drug costs. Mrs. Clinton tweeted on Monday that her plan would be 
released Tuesday. ... Here’s why prescription drugs are bubbling up to the top of the Democratic health 
care agenda: Drug prices are bubbling up. Per capita drug spending increased by more than $100 last 
year, a big jump. At the same time, a growing share of Americans are being asked to foot the bill for their 
medicines, even if they’re insured. (Margot Sanger-Katz, 9/21) 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Little Hoover Takes on Denti-Cal 
On Thursday, the Little Hoover Commission will hold a hearing in the Capitol Building, setting its sights on 
trying to fix the state's Denti-Cal program. It could be a big task. The California State Auditor issued a 71-
page report in December outlining the challenges and deficiencies of the program. It has been a hot topic 
in the Legislature, particularly in recent budget negotiations. The state raised some Denti-Cal provider 
rates in the most recent budget. (Gorn, 9/23) 
 
California Healthline: ACA Could Be a Boon for American Indians, but Enrollment 
Challenges Remain 
New health coverage opportunities through the Affordable Care Act could help reduce health disparities 
among the American Indian and Alaska Native population and garner more funding for tribal health care 
providers. But getting AI/AN individuals to enroll in coverage can be a challenge. (Rosenfeld, 9/23) 

California Healthline: State Grades Hospitals on Stroke Outcomes, Readmission Rates  
On Monday, a state agency released a report that rates 270 hospitals across California for how well those 
hospitals handle ischemic stroke -- including outcomes, mortality and the ability to prevent hospital 
readmission. The report from the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) ranked 
acute care hospitals on stroke care in 2012-2013 using risk-adjusted numbers. Hospitals with higher-risk 
patients were given more leeway than hospitals with a younger, healthier population, according to Merry 
Holliday-Hanson, manager of the administrative data program at OSHPD. (Gorn, 9/22) 

Voice of OC: Supervisors Reappoint Hospital Executive to CalOptima Board 
The county Board of Supervisors Tuesday appointed hospital executive Lee Penrose to a second, four-
year term on the board of CalOptima but once again put off naming someone to the seat reserved for a 
member of the public. Penrose is president and CEO of the nonprofit St. Jude Medical Center in 
Fullerton. He fills the seat on the 11-member board set aside for a representative from a hospital. (Wood, 
9/22) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: GOP Freshmen Urge Party to Avoid Shutdown  
Nearly a dozen House GOP freshmen are urging their colleagues to avoid a government shutdown next 
week and pass a short-term spending bill a week before federal agencies run out of money. In a “Dear 
Colleague” letter, eleven new Republicans urged their fellow GOP lawmakers to pass a continuing 
resolution by Sept. 30 - and not hold any stopgap spending bill hostage over funding for Planned 
Parenthood. (Bresnahan and Bade, 9/23) 

Reuters: Antitrust Lawyers Express Concern Over Mergers  
Republican and Democratic lawmakers expressed concern about two multi-billion dollar insurance 
mergers on Tuesday, using a Senate hearing to take issue with the companies' arguments that they face 
expanding competition from new rivals. Senator Mike Lee, a Republican from Utah who chairs the Senate 
Judiciary Committee's antitrust subcommittee, said he was worried that consumers would be "locked into 
the offerings of a few dominant companies." (Bartz, 9/22) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Biden Surges in New Bloomberg Poll  
Vice President Joe Biden surged in a new national Bloomberg Politics poll of Democratic voters and 
independent voters leaning toward the Democratic Party released Wednesday morning, even though he 
has not announced his intentions for the presidency. Hillary Clinton earned a plurality of 33 percent, 
followed by Biden at 25 percent and independent Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders at 24 percent. Other 
candidates are polling within the margin of error. (Gass, 9/23) 

The Washington Post: Clinton Proposes Cap on Out-of-Pocket Costs for Prescription 
Drugs  
Clinton’s plan has several moving parts, some aimed at directly curbing profits of pharmaceutical 
companies and others to give the government a stronger role in constraining drug prices or making lower-
priced medicine more available. She would allow Americans to reimport U.S.-made drugs from countries 
where they tend to be sold at lower prices. She would also allow the Medicare program to negotiate 
prices with drug manufactures. (Gearan and Goldstein, 9/22) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: HHS Vows Push to Enroll More Uninsured in Obamacare This Fall  
Affordability continues to be a challenge, she said. Even with the law’s financial help to pay for premiums 
and out-of-pocket costs, some uninsured may simply not have the money to pay for coverage. Almost 40 
percent of the uninsured who qualify for marketplace coverage earn between 139 and 250 percent of the 
poverty level, about $30,000 to $60,000 a year for a family of four, Burwell said. Nearly 60 percent of the 
uninsured are either confused about how the tax credits work or don’t know that they are available, and 
about half of the uninsured have less than $100 in savings, Burwell said. (Carey, 9/22) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Kaiser Health News: Employers Shift More Health Costs to Workers, Survey Finds  
Forty-six percent of covered workers have a deductible of at least $1,000 this year for single coverage as 
employers shift to “consumer-directed” plans that give members incentives to seek less-costly care. 
Deductibles are more than $2,000 for single coverage for almost a fifth of covered workers. (Hancock, 
9/22) 

MARKETPLACE 

KPCC: To Boost Vaccination Rates, the Flu Shot Needs a PR Makeover 
Each fall, as pumpkin-flavored items start hitting store shelves, doctors implore people to get a flu shot. 
This has been a major public health push since 2010, when the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices updated its flu vaccination 
recommendation to recommend that everyone 6 months and older should get the shot each year. (Plevin, 
9/23) 
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The Washington Post: Turing CEO Martin Shkreli Promises to Lower Price of Drug 
Previously Hiked 4,000 Percent — But Would Not Say by How Much  
Turing Pharmaceuticals CEO Martin Shkreli announced Tuesday night that the company will roll back the 
price of the drug Daraprim, but did not commit to a specific price. The company had faced intense 
criticism in recent days from patient advocacy groups, doctors, politicians -- as well as from within its own 
industry -- after it raised the price of the 62-year-old drug from $18 to $750 or more than 4,000 percent 
after it purchased rights to the drug last month. The medication is a critical treatment for a parasitic 
infection that can be fatal to those with compromised immune systems due to conditions like AIDS/HIV 
and cancer. (Cha, 9/22) 

QUALITY 

Kaiser Health News: IOM: Teamwork Key to Reducing Medical Diagnostic Errors  
Almost every American will experience a medical diagnostic error, but the problem has taken a back seat 
to other patient safety concerns, an influential panel said in a report out today calling for widespread 
changes. Diagnostic errors — defined as inaccurate or delayed diagnoses — account for an estimated 10 
percent of patient deaths, hundreds of thousands of adverse events in hospitals each year and are a 
leading cause of paid medical malpractice claims, a blue ribbon panel of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
said in its report. (Appleby, 9/22) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Next Health-Care Fight? Out-of-Pocket Costs  
Until now, the fight over health-care reform has mostly been a battle over two numbers: how many 
Americans have insurance, and how much they pay in premiums. It may be time to think more seriously 
about a third number: out-of-pocket costs. On Tuesday, the Kaiser Family Foundation released its annual 
survey of employer-sponsored health plans. ... If premiums have jumped, deductibles have been strapped 
to the side of a rocket. ... while premiums for single coverage have grown roughly in line with overall 
health-care costs over the past decade, deductibles have increased almost three times as much. 
(Christopher Flavelle, 9/22) 
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California Health Report: Third-Generation Mexican Adults in California Less Likely to 
Receive Diabetes Care 
Although they are more likely than their parents to have diabetes, third-generation Mexican adults in 
California are less likely to receive check-ups to help them manage the condition, according to a new 
study. Previous studies have found that U.S.-born Latinos are more likely to suffer from diabetes than 
foreign-born Latinos, due in part to the higher rates of obesity in the U.S. This time, scientists from the 
UCLA Center for Health Policy Research examined whether Mexican adults from varying generations 
received different levels of diabetes care. (Guzik, 9/23) 

Sacramento Bee: Push to Nix California Vaccine Law Enters Crucial Stretch  
Signed into law this June after a ferocious political fight, Senate Bill 277 requires that children – unless 
they have a medical exemption – receive all their shots before enrolling in public or private school. 
Opponents who could not halt it in the Legislature hope voters will rally to their cause by overturning the 
law at the ballot box. ... They believe the same fervor that sent thousands of angry parents to the state 
Capitol will sustain their ballot campaign and put the issue before the people. (White, 9/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Shuttering the Government Actually Costs More Than Keeping it 
Open — More Than $2 Billion Last Time  
Budget hawks in Congress may stand their ground on wasteful spending, but shutting down the 
government is no example of fiscal frugality. ... The reports run through a lengthy list of disruptions in 
2013. They include a backlog in veterans’ disability claims, nearly 6,300 children left out of Head Start, 
patients left out of cancer studies at the National Institutes of Health, halted consumer-safety work, delays 
in tax refunds. The Food and Drug Administration delayed “nearly 500 food and feed domestic 
inspections and roughly 355 food safety inspections under state contracts,” the budget office said. (Rein, 
9/24) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Los Angeles Times: Carly Fiorina Just Another Politician? Views Shift to Sway More 
Conservative Crowd  
In one of the most dramatic moments of her breakthrough debate performance, Carly Fiorina called for a 
government shutdown in the fight over Planned Parenthood, painting a gruesome picture involving the 
harvesting of fetal tissue for medical research. ... But beyond that controversy and the battle over federal 
funding for Planned Parenthood, Fiorina’s forceful response stood out for another reason: It suggested a 
shift from the stance she took in her 2010 U.S. Senate race in California. Then, during a debate with 
Democrat Barbara Boxer, she endorsed spending federal funds on research using human embryos that 
would have otherwise been discarded. ... Campaigning for president, she fiercely emphasizes her 
opposition to legal abortion, referring to it as “butchery” and “a kind of barbarity,” and calls for overturning 
Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion. But in another debate during her 
Senate race, Fiorina said if elected she would not initiate action to overturn Roe vs. Wade, or make 
opposition to abortion a litmus test for Supreme Court appointments. (Barabak and Mehta, 9/23) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post's The Fix: Study: Obamacare Has Made Americans More 
Conservative About Health Care  
On Tuesday, Hillary Clinton issued her defense of the Affordable Care Act and proposals to change the 
landmark health law, signaling the next battle in a war with all the signs of a political stalemate. 
Americans are basically evenly split in their assessments of the law and sharply divided along partisan 
lines; Republican presidential candidates want to scrap the law, while Democrats support keeping it 
(Clinton) or expanding it (Bernie Sanders). None of this is new to anybody, nor expected to change 
anytime soon. (Clement, 9/23) 

MARKETPLACE 

Huffington Post: CVS to Sell Overdose Reversal Drug Without a Prescription in 12 More 
States 
At CVS pharmacies in 12 states, friends and family members of people suffering from opiate addiction will 
now be able to get the overdose reversal drug naloxone without a prescription, the company announced 
Wednesday. CVS has already similarly expanded access to naloxone in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, meaning CVS pharmacies in 14 states now allow nonprescription purchases of naloxone. (Wing, 
9/23) 

Bloomberg: How Marketing Turned EpiPen Into a Billion-Dollar Business  
In a 2007 purchase of medicines from Merck KGaA, drugmaker Mylan picked up a decades-old product, 
the EpiPen auto injector for food allergy and bee-sting emergencies. Management first thought to divest 
the aging device, which logged only $200 million in revenue. Then Heather Bresch, now Mylan’s chief 
executive officer, hit on the idea of using old-fashioned marketing in part to boost sales among concerned 
parents of children with allergies. That started EpiPen, which delivers about $1 worth of the hormone 
epinephrine, on a run that’s resulted in its becoming a $1 billion-a-year product that clobbers its rivals and 
provides about 40 percent of Mylan’s operating profits, says researcher ABR|Healthco. EpiPen margins 
were 55 percent in 2014, up from 9 percent in 2008, ABR|Healthco estimates. (Koons and Langreth, 9/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: The Little-Known FDA Program That's Driving Drug Prices Higher  
Consider the Food and Drug Administration's unapproved-drugs initiative, launched in 2006. The program 
is well known to some physicians and hospitals and their patients, who blame it for huge increases in the 
price of drugs that have been in common use for decades -- even, in one case, for millenniums. It's little 
known to the general public. That's a shame, because it underscores an enormous flaw in our drug-
approval process that rewards a few clever manufacturers at the expense of patients. (Michael Hiltzik, 
9/23) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 25, 2015 
 
The Orange County Register: Kaiser Report Shows Decline in Childhood Obesity in 
Southern California 
The number of Southern California children who are overweight or obese declined over five years, 
offering a hopeful sign that public health efforts are working, according to new research from Kaiser 
Permanente. From 2008 to 2013, researchers at the HMO tracked the body mass index of 1.3 million 
members ages 2 to 19 using electronic medical records. The study found obesity rates dropped by 1.6 
percent while the number of overweight children fell 2.2 percent. The decline is small but statistically 
significant, Kaiser’s lead researcher, Corinna Koebnick, said Thursday. The drop occurred among all 
ages, ethnicities and socioeconomic categories. (Perkes, 9/24) 

NPR: California Counties Add Health Care for Immigrant Adults  
A California county voted Tuesday to restore primary health care services to undocumented adults living 
in the county. Contra Costa County, east of San Francisco, joins 46 other California counties that have 
agreed to provide non-emergency care to immigrants who entered the country illegally. (Romero, 9/24) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Speaker John Boehner Retiring From Congress at the End of October  
Speaker John Boehner, who rose from bartender's son to the most powerful man in Congress, will retire 
at the end of October, ending a tumultuous five-year tenure atop the House of Representatives. ... Now 
that he doesn't have internal political considerations to weigh, Boehner is certain to push through a 
government-funding bill next week that funds Planned Parenthood, and keeps the government open. 
Boehner's decision, relayed in a closed Republican meeting Friday morning, will set off one of the most 
intense leadership scrambles in modern Congressional GOP politics. (Sherman, 9/25) 

USA Today: Democrats Block Planned Parenthood Defunding; McConnell Offers 'Clean 
Bill'  
Senate Democrats blocked a bill Thursday to keep the government funded through Dec. 11 because of a 
Republican provision to strip Planned Parenthood of federal money for a year. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., moved immediately after the vote to try to avert an Oct. 1 government shutdown 
by filing a new bill that funds federal agencies but does not include the divisive Planned Parenthood 
provision. A vote on that bill could come as early as Monday. (Kelly, 9/24) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Kaiser Health News: Clinton Seeks to Build on Health Law, But Does She Have the Rx for 
Rising Health Costs?  
While the Republicans running for president are united in their desire to repeal the federal health law, 
Democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton is fashioning her own health care agenda to tackle out-of-pocket costs 
– but industry experts question whether her proposals would solve the problem. In addition to defending 
the Affordable Care Act, Clinton released two separate proposals this week. One would seek to protect 
people with insurance from having to pay thousands of dollars in addition to their premiums for 
prescription drugs; the other would set overall limits on out-of-pocket health spending for those with 
insurance. (Rovner, 9/25) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Audit Finds Slipshod Cybersecurity at Healthcare.gov  
The government stored sensitive personal information on millions of health insurance customers in a 
computer system with basic security flaws, according to an official audit that uncovered slipshod 
practices. The Obama administration said it acted quickly to fix all the problems identified by the Health 
and Human Services inspector general's office. But the episode raises questions about the government's 
ability to protect a vast database when cyberattacks are becoming bolder. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 9/24) 

MARKETPLACE 

NBC News: Turing Isn't the Only Drug Company Hiking Prices by Leaps and Bounds  
Turing Pharmaceuticals CEO Martin Shkreli was lambasted this week by medical groups, a presidential 
candidate and his own industry for raising the price of a 62-year-old drug by more than 5,000 percent. He 
reversed course under pressure Tuesday night, but not before the national attention struck fear into the 
hearts of biotech investors over increased scrutiny of drug prices, sending stocks plummeting. Turing may 
have been an egregious example, but it's not the only one raising eyebrows. (Tirrell, 9/24) 

McClatchy: Telemedicine Holds Promise of Cheaper, Wider Medical Care  
Samantha Cunningham was halfway through a five-hour road trip to a music festival in Bradley, Calif., 
when she realized she'd left her asthma inhaler back home in Sacramento. Her options seemed limited: 
pick it up and be late for the concert; pay a $100 minimum fee to get a new prescription at a walk-in clinic; 
"or go without the inhaler and hope that they had a rescue machine at the festival," she said. (Pugh, 9/24) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Bloomberg: Startup's Cancer Test for the Healthy May Harm Public, FDA Says  
The Food and Drug Administration said Thursday that a health-care startup’s cancer detection kit sold to 
healthy individuals is high-risk, could harm public health, and hasn’t been validated by science. The FDA 
wrote to Pathway Genomics Corp. on Sept. 21 about the test, which retails for as much as $699. (Edney, 
Chen, 9/24) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Let Medicare Tackle High Drug Costs  
Yes, the U.S. pays 40 percent more for drugs than other countries do, and last year those costs rose 12.6 
percent. But the increase is expected to slow. What has rightly made drug costs a political issue, 
however, are the astronomical prices of a few specialty medicines. ... The best strategy to push down 
such prices is to give Medicare, which pays for 29 percent of all U.S. prescription drug purchases, the 
ability to negotiate prices with drugmakers. (9/24) 
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