
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 

Kaiser Health News: California Aid-In-Dying Bill Heads to Governor’s Desk  
If Gov. Jerry Brown signs the bill, California would become the fifth state to allow doctors to prescribe 
lethal medication to terminally ill patients who request it, after Oregon, Washington, Vermont and 
Montana. “Our hope, our fervent hope, is that Gov. Jerry Brown will sign this bill and bring relief to 
hundreds of dying Californians,” said Toni Broaddus, state campaign director for Compassion & Choices, 
an advocacy group. (Dembosky, 9/14) 

Los Angeles Times: Negotiations to Tax Health Plans Falter on the Legislature's Final 
Day  
An effort to craft a new tax on health plans to stave off a looming plunge in federal funding for Medi-Cal 
has stalled, the Brown administration said Friday. The health plans tax was at the top of the agenda for a 
special session on healthcare that was convened by Gov. Jerry Brown. California currently imposes a tax 
on plans that accept Medi-Cal patients, and the revenue goes into the state’s general fund to help pay for 
Medi-Cal and other services. (Mason, 9/11) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: McConnell: Planned Parenthood Funding Protest 'Exercise in Futility'  
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said in an interview Friday he will back a plan to fund the 
government into December with no conditions, rejecting in his strongest terms yet calls from within his 
party to defund Planned Parenthood as part of a larger budget bill. “It’s an exercise in futility," the 
Kentucky Republican said of a strategy that would likely provoke a government shutdown. "I’m anxious to 
defund Planned Parenthood" but "the honest answer of that is that’s not going to happen until you have a 
president who has a similar view." (Everett and Bresnahan, 9/11) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Poll: Trump, Carson Top GOP Race; Clinton Leads Dems but 
Support Drops  
Two non-politicians, businessman Donald Trump and retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson, dominate the 
contest for the Republican nomination, together accounting for more than half of the potential vote as 
support for traditional politicians continues to decline, according to a new Washington Post-ABC News 
poll. In the contest for the Democratic nomination, Hillary Rodham Clinton has lost significant ground over 
the past two months, as she has struggled to manage the controversy over her use of a private e-mail 
server while secretary of state. (Balz and Clement, 9/14) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Accountable Care Organizations, Explained  
One of the main ways the Affordable Care Act seeks to reduce health care costs is by encouraging 
doctors, hospitals and other health care providers to form networks that coordinate patient care and 
become eligible for bonuses when they deliver that care more efficiently. ACOs have become one of the 
most talked about new ideas in Obamacare. Here are answers to some common questions about how 
they work. (Gold, 9/14). 
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The Associated Press: Big Jump in Number of Immigrants Losing Health Law Coverage  
A change in government procedures has led to a big jump in people losing coverage under the Obama 
health care law because of immigration and citizenship issues. More than 400,000 had their insurance 
canceled, nearly four times as many as last year. The Obama administration says it is following the letter 
of the law, and this year that means a shorter time frame for resolving immigration and citizenship issues. 
But advocates say the administration's system for verifying eligibility is seriously flawed, and consumers 
who are legally entitled to benefits are paying the price. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 9/12) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: New Heart Failure Treatments Would Drive Up Short-Term Health 
Spending, Report Says  
Two new treatments for congestive heart failure cost too much in the short term and would drive up 
spending by insurers and government programs, a nonprofit group said in an analysis released Friday, 
just days after the same researchers took similar aim at expensive new cholesterol drugs. The treatments 
– one a $17,750 sensor implanted in the pulmonary artery and the other a $4,600-a-year prescription pill 
– are the first new treatments in more than a decade for heart failure, a life-threatening condition. 
(Appleby, 9/14) 

The New York Times: One Symptom in New Medical Codes: Doctor Anxiety  
The nation’s health care providers are under orders to start using a new system of medical codes to 
describe illnesses and injuries in more detail than ever before. The codes will cover common ailments: 
Did a diabetic also have kidney disease? But also included are some that are far less common: whether 
the patient was crushed by a crocodile or sucked into a jet engine. The more than 100,000 new codes, 
which will take effect on Oct. 1, have potential benefits, as they will require doctors to make a deeper 
assessment of many patients. But the change is causing waves of anxiety among health care providers, 
who fear that claims will be denied and payments delayed if they do not use the new codes, or do not use 
them properly. (Pear, 9/13) 

The Washington Post: Federal Researchers Urge Older Adults to Aim For Much Lower 
Blood Pressure  
The new research advises people with high blood pressure to keep their “systolic” pressure — the top 
number in the reading that health-care providers routinely tell patients — at 120 or below. Clinical 
guidelines have commonly called for systolic blood pressure of 140 for healthy adults and 130 for adults 
with kidney disease or diabetes. Physicians have complained that there was no clear evidence for any 
specific standard on systolic blood pressure, compelling them to decide on their own how aggressive to 
be in treating the condition. Now there is a number, and it is significantly lower than the current targets. 
(Bernstein, 9/12) 

Reuters: Amgen Seeks FDA Approval for Monthly Dosing Option for Repatha  
Amgen Inc said on Friday it had asked the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to approve a monthly 
single-dosing option for its recently approved cholesterol drug, Repatha. The FDA approved Repatha - 
one of two expensive treatments in a new class of injectable "bad cholesterol"-lowering drugs called 
PCSK9 inhibitors - in late August. A similar drug from Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc and Sanofi SA, 
called Praluent, was approved in July. (9/11) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Don’t Let Lobbyists Decide What Your Children Eat at School  
Five years ago, Congress brought some healthfulness to the National School Lunch Program , which 
spends more than $10 billion a year to feed about 30 million K-12 students. The law is up for renewal this 
month, and the School Lunch Industrial Complex is trying to make it less healthful again. Its arguments in 
favor of lowering nutritional quality for the nation’s children don’t add up, and Congress should reject 
them. (9/13) 

Bloomberg: The Danger of Managing Drug Prices  
Right now, the U.S. accounts for a disproportionate share of the profits that make it attractive to keep 
looking for new drugs, precisely because we do not have a pricing board that attempts to hold down 
reimbursements to levels closer to marginal cost. That means we're providing a disproportionate share of 
the incentive for new research. Every so often, there is a clamor about lowering our prices and forcing 
other countries to pay their "fair share" of research costs, but there is no practical way to do it. So the only 
question is, are we willing to subsidize new research? (Megan McArdle, 9/11) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: California Voters Sharply Disagree on Low-Cost Healthcare for 
Immigrants  
California has adopted a series of laws in recent years to help people in the country illegally, and polls 
show broad support for a pathway to citizenship for the estimated 2 million such immigrants living in the 
state. But it's a different story when it comes to providing them healthcare benefits. California voters are 
sharply divided over whether free or low-cost health insurance should be granted to those who reside in 
the state without legal status, according to a new USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times poll. (Carcamo, 9/15) 

KPCC: Gov. Brown Mulls Bill Capping Out-of-Pocket Drug Costs 
Among the legislation state lawmakers have sent to Gov. Jerry Brown for his consideration is a bill that 
would cap out-of-pocket costs for prescription drugs.  Supporters say it would help those saddled with the 
high cost of drugs for some serious conditions; the health insurance industry says it would just shift costs 
around. AB 339, by Assemblyman Rich Gordon (D-Menlo Park), would cap copays and coinsurance for a 
single 30-day prescription at $250, or $500 for people on bronze-level plans. For people with high-
deductible plans, the caps would only take effect once they've reached their deductible and their 
coverage kicks in. The caps would sunset on January 1, 2020. (Plevin, 9/14) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: House GOP Obsessed with Boehner's Future  
Speaker John Boehner says he’s not worried about his political future, but the Ohio Republican’s fate has 
become an overwhelming obsession of House Republicans. His backers believe Boehner is being 
“blackmailed” by conservative hard-liners into supporting a government shutdown. His critics insist they 
just want their leader to do the right thing. The latest flash point for Boehner is the controversy over 
federal funding for Planned Parenthood. Hard-line conservative Republicans want Boehner to do 
whatever it takes to shut off funding for the group, even if it means a shutdown. They’re vowing to vote 
against any spending bill that allows such funding to continue. (Bresnahan and Palmer, 9/15) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Hill: Sanders Renews Calls for Universal Health Care  
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) is doubling down on his support for universal healthcare after weeks of mostly 
shying away from the topic on the campaign trail. In a speech Monday at Liberty University in Virginia, 
Sanders blasted the nation’s healthcare system for killing “thousands of Americans” every year who can’t 
afford insurance. (Ferris, 9/15) 

The Columbus Dispatch: Kasich Seeks ‘Fix,’ Not Repeal of Health-Care Law  
Already, [Gov. John] Kasich has set himself apart from other GOP candidates. He would push to repeal 
the parts of the Affordable Care Act he doesn’t like and keep the things he does, most notably Medicaid 
expansion, which he supports on moral grounds. According to campaign and administration officials, 
Kasich wants universal health coverage. He likes Obamacare requirements allowing children to stay on 
their parents’ insurance plans longer, coverage guarantees for those with pre-existing conditions, and 
subsidies to help lower-income families buy insurance. (Candisky, 9/15) 
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The Washington Post: Clinton’s Support Erodes Sharply Among Democratic Women  
Hillary Rodham Clinton is suffering a rapid erosion of support among Democratic women — the voters 
long presumed to be the bedrock in her bid to become the nation’s first female president. ... On the 
stump, Sanders also appeals to women’s concerns, touting his support for abortion rights, equal pay, and 
paid family and medical leave. ... Clinton is holding several weeks of rallies billed as “Women for Hillary,” 
but the message she is delivering speaks to broad concerns, focusing heavily on the economic benefits of 
equal pay, better child care and reproductive rights. (Tumulty, 9/14) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Bloomberg: How Healthcare.gov Botched $600 Million Worth of Contracts  
The public employees responsible for overseeing $600 million in contracts to build healthcare.gov were 
inadequately trained, kept sloppy records, and failed to identify delays and problems that contributed to 
millions in cost overruns. That’s according to a new government audit, published today. It reveals 
widespread failures by the federal agency charged with managing the private contractors who built 
healthcare.gov. The audit is the first to document, in detail, how shoddy oversight by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), which manages federal health programs including Obamacare, 
contributed to the website’s early struggles. (Tozzi, 9/15) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Expert Panel: An Aspirin a Day Can Help Keep Heart Attacks — 
and Cancer — Away  
The announcement marked the first time the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, an independent 
advisory panel of medical experts, has endorsed the combined benefits of aspirin in preventing 
cardiovascular problems and colorectal cancer in certain patients. Those conditions collectively kill 
hundreds of thousands of Americans each year. (Dennis, 9/14) 

KQED: Hispanics May Think They Can’t Get Skin Cancer — But Think Again 
Hispanic Americans are more likely than other Americans to be diagnosed with skin cancer in its later 
stages, when it’s more apt to be fatal. One reason is the misconception that people with darker skin are 
immune from skin cancer, researchers say. Another is that public health campaigns tend to focus on 
lighter-skinned people, inadvertently reinforcing that belief. (Hartleb, 9/14) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Imagining U.S. Seniors in a World Without Medicare  
It's pretty well known that Americans pay more for health insurance and medical treatment than people in 
other developed countries — at least until they turn 65 and are eligible for Medicare. But what would 
things look like if the government-run insurance plan wasn't an option? Kaiser Permanente provided a 
glimpse of such a prospect when it notified Chatsworth resident Layne Smith recently that his monthly 
insurance premium would double on Jan. 1 to $1,816.65 from $904.54. Why? Because of "a standard 
yearly rate change based on your age." Smith turned 65 on Monday. (David Lazarus, 9/15) 
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USA Today: Ben Carson: Veterans Health Care Needs Bold Reform - I Know From Inside  
A few days before Labor Day, as Americans prepared for the end of summer, we learned that some 
300,000 U.S. veterans might have died while waiting for health care at the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Yet due to “generally unreliable” VA data and ineffective systems, even this critical statistic could 
not be confirmed. These disturbing findings, revealed in a report by the agency’s inspector general, 
confirm the urgency for VA reform. When it comes to veterans care, Americans are rightfully outraged, 
and can no longer be content with business as usual: We must seek — and our veterans deserve — real 
improvements that are bold and long-lasting (Dr. Ben Carson, 9/14) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

The Associated Press: California Doctor Charged in $150 Million Insurance Scam  
An orthopedic surgeon was charged as the ringleader in one of the state's biggest health fraud schemes, 
which included unnecessary operations by an untrained assistant that scarred patients forever, according 
to indictments unsealed Tuesday. Dr. Munir Uwaydah and 14 associates, including another doctor and a 
lawyer, bilked insurance companies out of $150 million in the scheme, Los Angeles District Attorney 
Jackie Lacey said. (9/15) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Government Shutdown: How Close Are We?  
Congress has just 15 days left in September to reach a budget agreement and the stakes are high: 
Without a deal, the government will shut down for the second time in three years. ... How do these last-
minute negotiations affect government agencies? And is there a better way for lawmakers to reach a 
budget deal? To answer these questions, The Agenda’s Danny Vinik sat down with renowned budget 
expert Stan Collender. (Vinik, 9/15) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Hill: Obama Chooses Cardiologist as Next FDA Commissioner  
President Obama on Tuesday nominated cardiologist Robert Califf to lead the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), which has been without an official head since the beginning of April. Califf, a 
renowned researcher who spent most of his career at Duke University, joined the FDA in February to 
become the deputy commissioner for medical products and tobacco. (Ferris, 9/15) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Tough Going for Health Co-Ops  
Late last month, the Nevada Health Co-op became the third casualty among 23 insurance start-ups 
created under the federal health care law to inject competition for coverage in certain parts of the country. 
Set up as nonprofits with consumer-led boards, the co-ops were designed to provide affordable insurance 
coverage to individuals and small businesses. They were intended under the law to offer alternatives — 
and hopefully cheaper prices — to the plans sold by large established insurance companies in some 
regions. (Abelson, 9/15) 

The Hill: Community Health Centers Get Another $500M Boost Under ObamaCare  
The Obama administration is injecting another half-billion dollars into community health centers across 
the country, which are facing growing demands under ObamaCare. The government-backed health 
centers, which have expanded massively under the Affordable Care Act, have been put into a new 
political context this summer as Republicans in Congress try to defund Planned Parenthood. Republicans 
are arguing that the 1,300 community health centers nationwide could absorb the millions of women who 
could lose their doctors if Planned Parenthood loses its federal or state funding. (Ferris, 9/15) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: The Gender Gap Persists in Academic Medicine, Studies Find  
Academic medicine is still a man’s world, according to two studies and an accompanying editorial 
published Tuesday in the journal JAMA. Despite growing numbers of women doctors and researchers, 
the top echelon at U.S. academic medical facilities is still heavily skewed to favor men. (Luthra, 9/15) 

Kaiser Health News: Under Pressure, Hospitals Push Physicians to Improve Their 
Bedside Manners  
A doctor’s training hasn’t historically focused on sensitivity. And too often while juggling heavy workloads 
and high stress, they can be viewed as brusque, condescending or inconsiderate. A 2011 study, for 
instance, found barely more than half of recently hospitalized patients said they experienced compassion 
when getting health care, despite widespread agreement among doctors and patients that kindness is 
valuable and important. (Luthra, 9/16) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Google Hires Top Neuroscientist to Lead Mental Health 
Project  
After visiting Silicon Valley this summer for a tour of tech companies including Apple, Google and IBM, 
the director of the National Institute of Mental Health is coming back — this time to work. Google’s life-
sciences division, now its own subsidiary of parent company Alphabet, said Tuesday that it has hired 
Thomas Insel, a neuroscientist and psychiatrist who since 2002 has run the branch of the Maryland-
based National Institutes of Health that works on understanding and treating mental disorders. (9/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: How HealthCare.gov Went So, So Wrong  
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services inspector general has issued a new report on what went 
wrong with the Obamacare insurance exchanges. Or rather, one thing that went wrong: how the agency 
mismanaged the contracts so that they experienced significant cost overruns. You can take this report as 
a searing indictment of the agency and its contracting personnel. I took something rather different away 
from reading it: 1. The architects of the law were incredibly naïve. 2. Federal contracting rules are crazy. 
(Megan McArdle, 9/16) 

The Washington Post's The Plum Line: No, Bernie Sanders is Not Going to Bankrupt 
America to the Tune of $18 Trillion  
And there’s another problem with that scary $18 trillion figure, which is what the [Wall Street] Journal says 
is the 10-year cost of Sanders’ ideas: fully $15 trillion of it comes not from an analysis of anything 
Sanders has proposed, but from the fact that Sanders has said he’d like to see a single-payer health 
insurance system, and there’s a single-payer plan in Congress that has been estimated to cost $15 
trillion. (Paul Waldman, 9/15) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Orange County Seniors Opting Out of State's Duals Demonstration 
Project 
Orange County was the last of seven counties to roll out the state's duals demonstration project, also 
known as Cal MediConnect, which combines the resources and services for people dually eligible for 
Medi-Cal and Medicare. One of the concerns in the previous six counties' implementation has been the 
opt-out rate -- that is, the number of people who choose not to participate in the program, rather than be 
automatically enrolled in it. That was a particular concern because the county with the most duals by far -- 
Los Angeles County -- also had the highest opt-out rate, by far. Until now. (Gorn, 9/17) 
 
California Healthline: Bill Passed to Undo 'Step Therapy' Rule 
The California Legislature approved a bill (AB 374) last week to allow providers to sidestep the so-called 
"step therapy" rule, under which health insurers can require some patients to fail one therapy protocol 
before they're allowed to move on to a more expensive one. The cost-saving rule can be disastrous to 
some patients with severe illnesses such as lupus, epilepsy or multiple sclerosis, according to Assembly 
member Adrin Nazarian (D-Sherman Oaks), the bill's author. (Gorn, 9/17) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Report: $235M Saved by Year Ban on Planned Parenthood Funds  
A Republican bill that would halt federal payments to Planned Parenthood for a year could reduce health 
care access for about 390,000 people while saving taxpayers about $235 million, Congress’ official 
authority on the budget said Wednesday. The estimate by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office 
comes as Republicans are pushing for the cut in the wake of videos that show Planned Parenthood 
representatives discussing how the group provides fetal tissue for research. (Fram, 9/16) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Fact Checking the Second Round of GOP Debates  
Not every candidate uttered facts that are easily fact checked, but following is a list of 17 suspicious 
claims. “As the brand new first ever pro-life governor of New Jersey since Roe versus Wade, I defunded 
Planned Parenthood.” —New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R-N.J.) This is a shift in Christie’s rhetoric, tying 
his decision to veto Planned Parenthood funding to his anti-abortion beliefs. A review of news coverage 
from 2010 and Christie’s vetoes of funding measures for Planned Parenthood clinics shows that Christie 
previously explained his veto as a measure to balance the state budget — not as a pro-life measure. 
(Kessler and Lee, 9/17) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Researchers: 2001 Paxil Study Seems to Play Down Suicide Risks 
To Youths  
The study that paved the way for prescribing the antidepressant Paxil to millions of adolescents was 
seriously flawed, marked by what appear to be attempts to play down harms such as an increase in 
suicidal behavior by younger people who tested the drug, according to a reanalysis released Wednesday. 
(Bernstein and Cha, 9/16) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Sacramento Bee: California Among States with Biggest Drop in Uninsured 
In a significant yardstick of how health care coverage has blanketed the country under the Affordable 
Care Act, California ranked among states recording the biggest drop – 4.7 percent – in uninsured 
residents from 2013 to 2014, according to U.S. Census Bureau data released Wednesday. The new data 
confirm California has seen “one of the largest impacts in the nation” in reducing the number of 
uninsured, said Peter Lee, director of Covered California, the state’s marketplace for health care 
insurance plans established by the reform. (Buck, 9/16) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Cigna CEO Defends Anthem Deal, Says Consumers Will Have Choice  
Health insurer Anthem's planned $47 billion takeover of rival Cigna will not hurt consumers but increase 
choice and affordability, Cigna CEO David Cordani said, defending the merger against widespread 
criticism that it will harm competition. The Anthem-Cigna deal and a plan by Aetna Inc to buy Humana 
have come in the wake of the implementation of the Affordable Care Act and amid pressure on insurers to 
keep healthcare spending down for their biggest customers - employers and the U.S. government. 
(Humer, 9/16) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Obamacare, The Unfinished Success  
The numbers are in: Obamacare reduced the share of Americans without health insurance last year to 
10.4 percent, down from 13.3 percent the year before. That represents 8.8 million fewer people who 
risked financial ruin if they needed significant medical care. Most of the improvement came from people 
getting coverage through Medicaid or the state insurance exchanges. The figures put to rest the notion 
that Obamacare would cause more people to lose coverage than gain it. But U.S. health care is by no 
means fixed. Three substantial improvements are still needed. (9/17) 

The Washington Post: The ‘Young Invincibles’ are Primarily Men  
The U.S. Census Bureau just released its latest numbers on health insurance, showing a spike in the 
share of Americans with coverage. But there’s still a sizable chunk of the population that has high rates of 
uninsurance: older millennials, a.k.a. the “young invincibles,” a nickname that refers to their supposedly 
hubristic attitude that they don’t need health insurance because they’ll never get sick. (Catherine Rampell, 
9/16) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH      SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: More People are Being Illegally Billed for Charges Not Paid by Medi-
Cal  
Balance billing is particularly prevalent among a vulnerable subset of Medi-Cal recipients — those who 
also qualify for Medicare, the federal health program for seniors and disabled people. Folks who qualify 
for both are referred to as dual eligibles. A recent report by the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services revealed a nationwide trend of healthcare providers illegally billing these individuals for charges 
not covered by either type of insurance. In California, Lee said, the call volume on her organization's help 
line doubled in the last year in large part because of complaints about balance billing among people with 
Medi-Cal. (Zamosky, 9/18) 

California Healthline: State's Children Bear Brunt of Poverty 
According to census data released yesterday, about two million children lived in poverty in California last 
year and the poverty rate for black children actually increased between 2013 and 2014. (Gorn, 9/18) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: House, Senate Leaders Still Lack Plan to Avoid Shutdown  
The same Republicans who campaigned on doing away with legislative crises are careening toward 
government shutdown in less than two weeks with still no concrete plan to stop it. It’s not that Speaker 
John Boehner’s (R-Ohio) leadership team is hiding their best hand. They have no trick up their sleeve, no 
ace in the hole — pick your cliché. Nearly everyone in House and Senate leadership recognizes a simple 
reality: At some point in the next two weeks, they will move on a bill free of provisions to strip Planned 
Parenthood of its government funding. It just depends how long it takes, how painful it is and whether 
Boehner and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s (R-Ky.) team stumbles into their second 
government shutdown in three years. (Sherman and Palmer, 9/17) 

The Huffington Post: Obama Threatens to Veto Planned Parenthood Defunding Bill  
President Barack Obama "strongly opposes" and would veto a pair of House bills that would strip federal 
funds from Planned Parenthood and impose new restrictions on abortion, the White House said in a 
statement on Thursday. The administration said the GOP-backed bills "would have the same 
consequence of limiting women’s health care choices." The Planned Parenthood bill, in particular, would 
cut access to health care services for as many as 630,000 people, the Congressional Budget Office 
estimated Wednesday. (Bassett, 9/17) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Vaccine Phobia Infects GOP Race  
When New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie suggested seven months ago, at the height of the Disneyland 
measles outbreak, that parents should have “a measure of choice” about whether to vaccinate their 
children, he was widely condemned — and quickly reversed himself. On Wednesday, two GOP 
presidential candidates who are both medical doctors, Ben Carson and Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), waded 
into similar territory. ... The notions that vaccines are linked to autism, or should be given in small doses 
over longer periods of time — both scientifically discredited — appear to be seeping into the Republican 
mainstream, potentially undermining a long consensus around the role of government in protecting 
populations from disease. (Allen, 9/17) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Capital Public Radio: CDC Says Flu Vaccine Should Be More Effective This Season 
An analysis of the most common strains of flu virus that are circulating in the United States and elsewhere 
found they match the strains included in this year's vaccine, the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said. The results will hopefully encourage more people to get their flu shots, CDC Director 
Thomas Frieden said during a news conference. (Stein, 9/18) 

Reuters: Flu Shots for Adults Under 65 May Boost Protection for Seniors  
When healthy adults under age 65 get a flu shot to protect themselves, they may be helping older adults 
in their communities avoid the flu as well, according to a new analysis of nationwide U.S. data. The odds 
of having a flu-related illness were 21 percent lower among seniors living in counties with the highest flu 
vaccination rates among people 18 to 64 years old, compared to seniors living in counties with the lowest 
rates, researchers found. The study’s results suggest that widespread vaccination of young, healthy 
adults against flu has the potential to prevent up to 5.9 percent of influenza diagnoses in elderly 
individuals, researchers write in Clinical Infectious Diseases. (Stephenson, 9/17) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: Contraception Opt-Out Violates Religious Freedom: U.S. Appeals Court  
A U.S. appeals court has ruled that President Barack Obama's healthcare law violates the rights of 
religiously affiliated employers by forcing them to help provide contraceptive coverage even though they 
do not have to pay for it. Parting ways with all other appeals courts that have considered the issue, the 
8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis on Thursday issued a pair of decisions upholding orders by 
two lower courts barring the government from enforcing the law's contraceptive provisions against a 
group of religiously affiliated employers. (Pierson, 9/17) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Lilly Diabetes Drug Slashes Deaths in Patients With Heart Risk  
Eli Lilly and Co's new Jardiance pill slashed deaths by 32 percent in patients with type 2 diabetes at risk 
of heart attack and stroke, a finding that could make it a mainstay diabetes treatment and triple its use, 
according to researchers and analysts. Lilly shares jumped as much as 9 percent after data from the trial 
was released Thursday at a medical meeting in Stockholm. "This is the first diabetes therapy to show 
robust effect in reducing cardiovascular death. It really is big news," said Dr. Bernard Zinman, director of 
the Diabetes Centre at Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto, who led the three-year study of 7,000 people. 
(Pierson, 9/17) 

Bloomberg: FDA Expands Warnings About Contaminated Medical Scopes  
The Food and Drug Administration warned doctors that bronchoscopes may transmit infections among 
patients when inadequately cleaned, the latest alert by the regulator about the risk of reusable medical 
scopes. The agency recorded 109 reports of infections or contamination related to bronchoscopes in the 
past five years, including 50 in 2014 alone, according to its safety notice. "A small number" of the 
incidents showed that the devices remained contaminated even when manufacturers’ cleaning 
instructions were followed, the agency said. (Tozzi, 9/17) 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer: Expect Higher Prices for Generic Drugs, Says Drug Wholesaler  
Legislation to control rising drug prices was introduced in Congress last week, and federal prosecutors 
are investigating drug price increases. But the chief financial officer of a leading drug wholesaler said 
Wednesday that generic price inflation would continue, even as the rate of increase has eased in recent 
months. Michael C. Kaufmann, CFO of Cardinal Health, told financial analysts in New York that corporate 
takeovers in the generic industry had reduced the number of manufacturers, which can mean price 
increases, because fewer firms are competing. (Sell, 9/17) 

The Washington Post: Apps are Making Health Claims. But They May Not Have the 
Science to Back Them Up  
There's an app for everything these days. Some smartphone apps claim to detect cancer, improve mental 
concentration, or even help you see better. But not all may have science that backs up their claims. On 
Thursday, the Federal Trade Commission went after Carrot Neurotechnology, the maker of an app that 
promised to improve users' vision. (Peterson, 9/17) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: Don’t Delay News of Medical Breakthroughs  
In this age of instant information, medicine remains anchored in the practice of releasing new knowledge 
at a deliberate pace. It’s time for medical scientists to think differently about how quickly they alert the 
public to breakthrough findings. Last week the National Institutes of Health announced that it had 
prematurely ended a large national study of how best to treat people with high blood pressure because of 
its exceptional results. ... The problem is that many details of the study have not been released. (Eric J. 
Topol and Harlan M. Krumholz, 9/17) 

Bloomberg: The Life Expectancy Gap Grows Wider  
People with relatively little education and comparatively low earnings don't live as long as those with 
higher levels of education and income. That much has been known for some time. But it turns out that this 
gap is widening significantly, and is starting to have big effects on Social Security, Medicare and other 
programs. The growing lifespan gap has been confirmed, most recently, by a committee of the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine that we co-chaired, whose report is released 
Thursday. ... These trends mean that high earners will probably receive Social Security, Medicare and 
other such government benefits for many more years than low earners do. (Peter R. Orszag and Ronald 
D. Lee, 9/17) 
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