
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 24, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: California's Obamacare Exchange Criticized for Not Fixing 
Enrollment, Tax Errors  
In a response to blistering criticism from a consumer group, California's Obamacare exchange vowed to 
fix longstanding enrollment and tax-related errors that have blocked consumers from getting coverage for 
months and left some with unforeseen bills. Peter Lee, executive director of the Covered California 
exchange, addressed the complaints at a Thursday board meeting and said more staff and resources 
have been assigned to resolve these lingering glitches. (Terhune, 8/21) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Bloomberg: Home-Care Workers Win Right to Get Overtime Pay, Minimum Wage  
Home-care workers won the right to overtime pay and the minimum wage after a U.S. court Friday upheld 
a Labor Department rule that was challenged by business groups. The Obama administration said the 
decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia covers almost 2 million workers “whose 
demanding work merits these fundamental wage guarantees.” (Snyder, 8/21) 

Politico: Boehner Hires Health Care Adviser  
Speaker John Boehner has hired one of the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s top aides to 
advise him on health care policy. Paul Edattel, who has worked on Rep. Fred Upton’s (R-Mich.) panel 
since 2011, will begin as assistant to the speaker for policy, in charge of the Ohio Republican’s health 
care policy. (Sherman, 8/21) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Walker's Health Plan Hinges on a Tricky Subsidy Rollback  
Republican Scott Walker's plan for repealing and replacing President Barack Obama's health care law 
hinges on what many see as a nearly insurmountable obstacle — getting 60 votes in the Senate. Walker's 
solution for winning over enough lawmakers? In a nutshell, he would first strip away the federal health 
insurance subsidies that they and their staff get as government employees. That, he says, would expose 
them to the same premium increases that many Americans have to pay and prompt Congress to act on 
his plan. (Bauer, 8/24) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: How Long Will Opponents Fight Obamacare? How Long Have You Got?  
If there’s one thing that exasperates Tim Phillips, the president of the conservative advocacy group 
Americans for Prosperity, it’s when outsiders don’t understand he’s in it for the long run. The group, 
founded by the billionaire industrialist brothers Charles and David Koch, has been around for 10 years 
already, and its presence is growing. Each time the number of people signed up to volunteer for AFP 
reaches a certain threshold in a state, AFP opens a field office there. It now has offices in 33 states, and 
at its national Defending the American Dream Summit on Friday and Saturday in Columbus, Ohio, Phillips 
joked that he was ready to accompany the handful of volunteers from Hawaii back home to do the difficult 
task of opening an office there. (Flitter, 8/23) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Independence Blue Cross Grows by Partnering, Not Merging  
The tsunami of mergers announced last month - Aetna's purchase of Humana and Anthem's purchase of 
Cigna - is expected to transform the health insurance industry, if the deals survive antitrust scrutiny by 
regulators. The consolidation will create three national giants, including UnitedHealth Group Inc., each 
with more than $100 billion in annual revenue, and add to the pressure on smaller Blue Cross-Blue Shield 
operators to merge. But don't count Independence Blue Cross, the region's largest health insurer and a 
major Center City employer, among those on the ropes. (Brubaker, 8/23) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Pain by the Numbers  
In one of the largest population studies on pain to date, researchers with the National Institutes of Health 
estimate that nearly 40 million Americans experience severe pain and more than 25 million have pain 
every day. Those with severe pain were more likely to have worse health status, use more health care 
and suffer from more disability than those with less severe pain. (Gotbaum, 8/24) 

The Associated Press: 'Second Cancer' Cases Becoming More Common  
Second cancers are on the rise. Nearly 1 in 5 new cases in the U.S. now involves someone who has had 
the disease before. When doctors talk about second cancers, they mean a different tissue type or a 
different site, not a recurrence or spread of the original tumor. (8/24) 

Reuters: Depression May Increase Heart Risk in Rheumatoid Arthritis  
Mental health problems like anxiety and depression may partly explain why people with rheumatoid 
arthritis have an increased risk of cardiovascular disease, according to a new study. Researchers linked 
anger, anxiety, depressive symptoms, job stress and low social support to increasing risk of hardening of 
the arteries, or atherosclerosis, for people with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Treating psychosocial problems 
may help ease arthritis symptoms as well as decrease the risk of death from cardiovascular disease, the 
study team concludes in the journal Arthritis Care and Research. (Doyle, 8/21) 

The New York Times' Well Blog: Doctors Behaving Badly  
What really goes on in an operating room? This week, the Annals of Internal Medicine published an 
anonymous essay recounting two appalling incidents that took place while gynecological patients were 
unconscious. The medical journal challenged doctors to call out colleagues who behave inappropriately, 
but so far the response has been polarizing. (Rabin, 8/21) 

Reuters: New Tool Will Compare Costs and Benefits of Cancer Treatments  
As options for cancer patients become increasingly complicated, and expensive, the most influential 
source for U.S. oncology treatment guidelines will for the first time offer a tool to assess the costs versus 
benefits of available therapies. The National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) says its new tool 
will provide a clearer picture of the relative value of medication options, particularly in cases where a very 
expensive therapy does little to improve survival. (Beasley, 8/21) 
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The New York Times: Decades of Data Fail to Resolve Debate on Treating Tiny Breast 
Lesions  
More than 30 years after the widespread use of mammograms set off a surge in the detection of tiny 
lesions in milk ducts, there is still debate about how — or even whether — to treat them. ... The latest 
round of controversy was set off by a paper published Thursday in JAMA Oncology that analyzed 20 
years of data on 100,000 women who had the condition, which is also known as ductal carcinoma in situ, 
or D.C.I.S. (Kolata, 8/21) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: No, You Do Not Have to Drink 8 Glasses of Water a Day  
If there is one health myth that will not die, it is this: You should drink eight glasses of water a day. It’s just 
not true. There is no science behind it. ... I was a co-author of a paper back in 2007 in the BMJ on 
medical myths. The first myth was that people should drink at least eight 8-ounce glasses of water a day. 
This paper got more media attention (even in The Times) than pretty much any other research I’ve ever 
done. It made no difference. When, two years later, we published a book on medical myths that once 
again debunked the idea that we need eight glasses of water a day, I thought it would persuade people to 
stop worrying. I was wrong again. (Aaron E. Carroll, 8/24) 

The New York Times: What Does the Latest News About Breast Cancer Mean?  
A new study published in JAMA Oncology raises doubts about the value of surgery for breast lesions at 
the earliest stages of cancer. The conclusions were based on data from women with ductal carcinoma in 
situ, or D.C.I.S., and add to the confusion surrounding diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer. What 
should women do with this latest knowledge? (8/21) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W61R-k93DFrvVW1DjrL14Pn0pK0/*W6Kvc-T4Hp077Vklvw28r_4-v0/5/f18dQhb0S3j21QwGJTN12NxKPlMR0GM8pVbFmQnC5W3h0Cvs1rbH9kW3SvVw25q9xCvW2ylMQf2GLbXsW8mjxRR6NCDlnW6qWhvh6p7MyYW5qxLzg4HWpwxW5Tk-By13Qjk8W4xy3B_6XR-YZW90FrG53XYkGdW3RXp5B1HkCy4W2V-y9W3sK-ysW3Ktp1h1XxD_7V7zlsP5CyHBZW5JqdRX3gVNBzW22w81Q2bKCxtVxY53c57C91vN2TpjFN2Qq31W1XZ2qT1s-2zNW2C6Lk72vLhFdV6LWrn8zR0yKW6B3xbP3g8Hg7W1NQcp58LJ9jgW85-V0v3STQPtW65ZGrN1gmwVTW17H2ST3sZ97VW7jWHlZ2-4gYKW9dnCVz3RPTKZN74wmLxFfBzhW5Q7T035pTh62W6f69QW4gWTXhW2ylhnF5Lp6FKW7pP7Zm4wLsvfW1xF8JG4lr68yW5QpbVy90kb44W7stdby8cTWv-W4-ZbZr3rZGm9W8VhCgH5b7SDwW9cZ3xr4LMFt9W48w6Ry7h87-mN8KsScYZ2G0JW8z2VQB960d_sW8d8v5R7kkhGMW8_H3gn1PqrywM-qD5Nh_6R4VfY5Kz8sFKRVW9d5kHP8txBKdW8JrJNN7s76f1W4HgHH16YV8-qW9c5KLr3z8YKmW1B6HQf6tf6Bq0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W61R-k93DFrvVW1DjrL14Pn0pK0/*W6Kvc-T4Hp077Vklvw28r_4-v0/5/f18dQhb0S3j21QwGJTN12NxKPlMR0GM8pVbFmQnC5W3h0Cvs1rbH9kW3SvVw25q9xCvW2ylMQf2GLbXsW8mjxRR6NCDlnW6qWhvh6p7MyYW5qxLzg4HWpwxW5Tk-By13Qjk8W4xy3B_6XR-YZW90FrG53XYkGdW3RXp5B1HkCy4W2V-y9W3sK-ysW3Ktp1h1XxD_7V7zlsP5CyHBZW5JqdRX3gVNBzW22w81Q2bKCxtVxY53c57C91vN2TpjFN2Qq31W1XZ2qT1s-2zNW2C6Lk72vLhFdV6LWrn8zR0yKW6B3xbP3g8Hg7W1NQcp58LJ9jgW85-V0v3STQPtW65ZGrN1gmwVTW17H2ST3sZ97VW7jWHlZ2-4gYKW9dnCVz3RPTKZN74wmLxFfBzhW5Q7T035pTh62W6f69QW4gWTXhW2ylhnF5Lp6FKW7pP7Zm4wLsvfW1xF8JG4lr68yW5QpbVy90kb44W7stdby8cTWv-W4-ZbZr3rZGm9W8VhCgH5b7SDwW9cZ3xr4LMFt9W48w6Ry7h87-mN8KsScYZ2G0JW8z2VQB960d_sW8d8v5R7kkhGMW8_H3gn1PqrywM-qD5Nh_6R4VfY5Kz8sFKRVW9d5kHP8txBKdW8JrJNN7s76f1W4HgHH16YV8-qW9c5KLr3z8YKmW1B6HQf6tf6Bq0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W61R-k93DFrvVW1DjrL14Pn0pK0/*W7Q57jM4ltDblW3j-C2w1pp3x00/5/f18dQhb0S2Dh6XLRFfW12LCrN1K1RWCW4WWTMM1gtD_tW5nTXW91-Wh14W1lqWzW5BnhVZW7spBFt5Qt6hTW4wqKwH4mTdpjW7JWCl54N19q3W9ff82y5KkXfMW8qw-nS27cvHxW33qW-794yDr9W9ktPBG5wLYXXW7KY5096nMMZmW1s67dV15fnG1W6GzTW_1ybrm3W3gdQGd7_L1CtW6Fj6v28kB1CSW6L59wc5rQTVrW59lFRn8RDGFCW4_TRd_2Y3PvpW2T2l_v4BKHxCW3dKr1023QZdHW8fzPdn2XdvWCV9sFBl6S32gYW6P2ymY5tHB2VN72pvn5nTtvLW5Bx61T87VK9kW1QrbmS4xZD-gW4GKQ2l34HX6MW1vwc8N4HVp1bW7670Kj8wF5LwW8g68n958stvcW5Mbb3P780rdCW1Ln5-h7bqwTfW69byyd4znfd0W7-_xBp4gFSywW12gMtf8fSmlcW3lxpx54r3kPSW5Cvx1X1qXzZ-W40HFT24rMZ6MVfdpCM1BFhp2W1xvCcp1L32JHW6SSpFw7_xnlPW6r7TbV5D5lJJMFR1QNszZqNW20HSc12yZRhkW5DzhyX7rLK9XW1rYgvM2R56yVW4y778g8Sk318W83-z4V8NxQHbW6KdvcN9fcyNTf33M83V02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W61R-k93DFrvVW1DjrL14Pn0pK0/*W4W1zWd3GPHgLN7z7jCjPzQtc0/5/f18dQhb0S2C52WJLfhW11MdDC2_V9rgN2Y8pZgjZ81lW7YYyJx3jf-C4W3j0lj52JWdXLW1DZtnQ3MX9WjW3ZVDQQ41_xy8N9chVBxC24_NVC5rqd4MHP8KW63hK2L2T7qTtW7W6k926KZqdLW7QvTw17s95-LW2Vthdf6n-TmhW25b-5l3FZwLfN7zk_C5LMNLYV_Q3NX2Hm0B0W2-0pTw6HLrj_W4lJShr6C-RmkN4QNw4DrLw9fW37Wt6M6msbmXW7tMl9H3mG-h1V41gCW7n2QSTW5gTTTK4-F6mHW1P77X-7NLMs2W55bKWC1__SX2W47vgmC2hCgjkW7QS0L92P4_s_Vx6Y-p4FVqdzW5DLCyv6bPmFXVVXjDX35cjKsW3WJdZv79ld18W3xdQ617JTLzBN8xTNjhx5KVHW7zyc_93l4wJJVtQ-9c85gnPYW6WCs__7Fc-RLW8qNVSt3z0WpnW5g0jZM4xyH9kW8fRjCq5cTMNyW20dBXL7SV1_fW7ZqGvZ6W9hxlW8wDxXn6_NyyXW1_VcC76sj9hpW4GsJvx6gb-1QW8QQLhm1mtmJKW7d0LK_3Ybrr5VV5Bxk2bSMwkW8Bhkg57M6Fw9VBs0516pFvVPW4qM4MV98lkh8W63ckdJ8B9gRp111


 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 25, 2015 
 

California Healthline: Exchange Reconsiders Rule for Medi-Cal Enrollment Assistance 
At a board of directors meeting last week, Covered California officials considered changing a rule that 
requires certified insurance agents and brokers to help individuals enroll in Medi-Cal without 
compensation, State of Reform reports. (8/25) 

Kaiser Health News: States Looking For More Effective Ways To Encourage Vaccinations  
When kids start school this fall, it’s a sure bet that some won’t have had their recommended vaccines 
because their parents have claimed exemptions from school requirements for medical, religious or 
philosophical reasons. Following the much publicized outbreak of measles that started in Disneyland in 
California in December, these exemptions have drawn increased scrutiny. (Andrews, 8/25) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

National Journal: House Republicans Really Think They can Amend Obamacare this Fall  
While congressional leaders continue to debate whether to pursue near-full repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act through budget reconciliation, and GOP presidential candidates lay out Obamacare-replacement 
proposals, House Republicans are looking at a smaller batch of changes to the health care law they think 
could make it to President Obama's desk. House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee Chairman 
Kevin Brady told National Journal that his panel could mark up health care tax legislation later this year. 
He floated bills related to over-the-counter drugs, health savings accounts, and—perhaps most 
ambitiously—a repeal of Obamacare's unpopular "Cadillac tax" on high-end insurance plans. The health 
care agenda will be determined in part by Capitol Hill's other business. (Scott, 8/24) 

Politico: DOJ: Robert Menendez Response to Bribery Charges 'Naked Rhetoric'  
Menendez, who was first elected to Congress in 1992 and became a senator in 2006, was indicted in 
April for allegedly accepting hundreds of thousands of dollars in improper gifts and campaign 
contributions as bribes in exchange for using his office to aid Melgen. Both men have sought to have the 
charges against them dropped. According to the indictment, Menendez received nearly $1 million worth of 
gifts and campaign contributions from Melgen in exchange for using his Senate office to aid Melgen in a 
multimillion-dollar billing dispute with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services; to attempt to enforce 
a $500 million port security contract Melgen had with the Dominican Republic; and to obtain visa 
applications for several of Melgen’s girlfriends. Melgen would reportedly send his private jet to pick up 
Menendez and a guest in New Jersey for flights to Florida or Melgen’s resort home in the Dominican 
Republic, all at no cost. Menendez subsequently was compelled to repay tens of thousands of dollars for 
unreported flights. (Bresnahan, 8/24) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

CNBC: Obamacare Cadillac Tax's Secret Threat to FSAs  

If you like your flexible spending account...you might not be able to keep your flexible spending account. 
Obamacare's looming "Cadillac tax" on high-cost health plans threatens to hit 1 in 4 U.S. employers when 
it takes effect in 2018—and will impact 42 percent of all employers by a decade later, according to a new 
analysis. (Mangan, 8/25) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: A Racial Gap in Attitudes toward Hospice Care 
Hospice use has been growing fast in the United States as more people choose to avoid futile, often 
painful medical treatments in favor of palliative care and dying at home surrounded by loved ones. But 
some African-Americans have long resisted the concept, and their suspicions remain deep-seated. 
(Sarah Varney, 8/25) 

The Wall Street Journal: Alternative Way to Treat Early-Stage Breast Cancer With 
Radiation  
Breast-cancer specialists are sharply divided over a new radiation technique that costs less and is more 
convenient than conventional therapy. The technique, known as intraoperative radiation therapy, or IORT, 
involves administering a single dose of radiation at the same time a patient is having lumpectomy surgery 
to remove a tumor. A large, randomized controlled trial concluded that IORT has fewer side effects and 
appears to prevent the return of cancer nearly as well as traditional treatment, in which patients undergo 
radiation sessions five days a week for up to seven weeks. (Beck, 8/24) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Roll Call: What’s next for Medicaid? Oral Health for all  
On the 50th anniversary of Medicaid, it’s time to ensure the oral health of all Americans. ... Despite the 
great strides made to provide coverage to those who need it most, 83 million Americans still face 
obstacles in receiving dental care each year. As more Americans become eligible for Medicaid — 
average enrollment is projected to increase by 3 percent annually over the next 10 years — the number 
of those who face barriers in receiving dental care will continue to rise unless state and federal leaders 
act now. (Steve Pollock, 8/24) 

Forbes: Obamacare's Cadillac Tax Is A Clunker  

Consumers are trying to figure out how they’ll absorb the double-digit increases in health insurance 
premiums that many insurers have announced for next year. American employers, meanwhile, are 
worried about what will happen to health costs several years out, in 2018. That’s because 2018 is when 
one of Obamacare’s most onerous taxes takes effect — the “Cadillac” tax. The levy will apply to 
employer-provided insurance plans deemed too costly by the federal government. (Sally Pipes, 8/24) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 26, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Did the ACA Improve Access to Rx Drugs? Some Patients Don't 
Think So 
The Affordable Care Act guarantees that 10 "essential health benefits" -- including coverage of 
prescription drugs -- will be included in every plan sold through the law's insurance exchanges. But 
there's a catch. Health plans offered through the ACA's exchanges are required to cover prescription 
drugs, but insurers get to decide their own drug formularies -- and those can vary significantly from plan 
to plan. And while insurers are required to publicly post details of their drug coverage policies, the 
formularies often are "incomplete, inaccurate or difficult to navigate due to lack of standardization and 
confusing or inaccessible consumer cost information," according to a California-based study released this 
month by the California HealthCare Foundation. CHCF publishes California Healthline. (Rosenfeld, 8/26) 
 
California Healthline: Rural Northern Counties Set To Launch Pilot Palliative Health Care 
Initiative 
Four organizations in four rural Northern California counties are set to launch a palliative care pilot project 
next week. Partners in Palliative Care is a pilot program created by Partnership HealthPlan of California, 
a not-for-profit community-based health plan that serves Medi-Cal managed care patients in 14 counties. 
The pilot is designed to help seriously ill patients understand their treatment choices and make more 
informed decisions about them. (Gorn, 8/26) 

Los Angeles Times: 75% of Obamacare Plans in California Use Narrow Networks, Study 
Shows  
A new study finds that 75% of California's Obamacare health plans have narrow physician networks -- 
more limited choices than all but three other states. The latest report examines health plans sold to 
consumers last year under the Affordable Care Act and shows wide variation in the prevalence of narrow 
networks across the country. Only Georgia, Florida and Oklahoma had a higher percentage of small 
provider networks than California did in the insurance company directories analyzed by University of 
Pennsylvania researchers. (Terhune, 8/25) 

The Sacramento Bee: California Panel Rejects Planned Parenthood Audit  
California legislators on Tuesday rejected a proposed audit of Planned Parenthood in the wake of a 
videos spotlighting the organization’s role in providing fetal tissue for medical research. The proposed 
audit would have examined whether Planned Parenthood, which is reimbursed by California for serving 
hundreds of thousands of low-income patients on Medi-Cal, has illegally sold fetal tissue to testing and 
research organizations. Just two lawmakers on the 14-member Joint Legislative Audit Committee, both 
Republicans, voted for it. (White, 8/25) 

Sacramento Bee: Californians Increasingly Keen on Boosting Health Care for 
Unauthorized Immigrants 
California voters’ support for extending health care coverage to people in the state illegally is gaining 
ground, according to the latest Field Poll. The survey found that 58 percent of registered voters favor 
providing Medi-Cal to all of the state’s undocumented residents while 39 percent oppose. Last year, only 
a slight majority – 51 percent – favored the idea, while 45 percent opposed. (Cadelago, 8/25) 
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CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Budget Report Shows Shrinking Deficits but Warns Lawmakers to 
Act  
An unforeseen flood of revenue is shrinking federal deficits to the lowest level of President Barack 
Obama's tenure, Congress' nonpartisan budget adviser said Tuesday. But in a report that will fuel both 
parties in their autumn clash over spending, the analysts also warned that perilously high shortfalls will 
roar back unless lawmakers act. ... Republicans said the report underscored the need to curb spending. 
Congress has already approved a blueprint claiming a balanced budget in a decade by squeezing 
savings from Medicare and Medicaid, and they want to retain caps on agency spending enacted in a 
2011 budget deal. ... One major complication is conservatives' demands to halt federal spending on 
Planned Parenthood, whose officials were secretly captured in videos describing how they provide 
medical researchers with fetal tissue. (8/25) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Ted Cruz: If the Government Shuts Down Over My Planned 
Parenthood Funding Fight, it’s Not My Fault  
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), told pastors Tuesday that he would do his best to make sure the government 
could not be funded if that funding included any taxpayer support for Planned Parenthood -- but that any 
attempt to blame him for a government shutdown that could result would be "nonsense." (Zezima, 8/25) 

QUALITY 

The Washington Post: Could Cameras in Operating Rooms Reduce Preventable Medical 
Deaths?  
Danny Long’s wife in North Carolina suffered catastrophic neurological injury during a surgery to relieve 
numbness in her extremities. A doctor perforated the colon and esophagus of Deirdre Gilbert’s daughter 
in Texas, then operated on her after she was dead. In each case, the families still don’t know the full story 
of what happened to their loved ones because of a lack of documentation and an inability to pursue a 
lawsuit. They are relatives of an estimated 400,000 a year people who die in the US of preventable 
medical errors, the third-leading cause of death after heart disease and cancer. (Jackman, 8/25) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post's Wonkblog: 26% of Employers Could Face the ‘Cadillac Tax’ on 
Health Insurance  
"The 'Cadillac tax' will have a very powerful effect on health care costs, and that certainly a good thing. 
But the way the tax helps to keep health costs down is primarily by shifting it to workers," said Larry Levitt, 
a senior vice president at the Kaiser Family Foundation who did the analysis. "While it certainly sounds 
good to control health care costs, the way it is likely to happen won’t feel very good to consumers." The 
opposition to the tax comes from a motley collection of unlikely allies. (Johnson, 8/25) 
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New York Times: White House is Pressed to Help Widen Access to Hepatitis C Drugs via 
Medicaid 
WASHINGTON — Federal and state Medicaid officials should widen access to prescription drugs that 
could cure tens of thousands of people with hepatitis C, including medications that can cost up to $1,000 
a pill, health care experts have told the White House. The experts, from the Public Health Service and 
President Obama’s Advisory Council on H.I.V./AIDS, said restrictions on the drugs imposed by many 
states were inconsistent with sound medical practice, as reflected in treatment guidelines issued by 
health care professionals and the Department of Veterans Affairs. (Pear, 8/25) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: One Health Care Question Republicans Must Answer  
After talking about it endlessly, Republican presidential candidates are finally starting to get specific about 
how they intend to replace the Affordable Care Act. Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker released his plan last 
week. As the reaction to it shows, Republicans have to be ready with answers to a lot of hard questions. 
One of the most crucial: How would they protect people with pre-existing conditions? Left to their own 
devices, after all, insurers have an incentive to charge higher premiums to potential customers who 
already have chronic health conditions - - or not to offer them coverage at all. (Ramesh Ponnuru, 8/25) 
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The Associated Press: California Tax Donations Lost in Bureaucracy  
Every year when they do their taxes, Californians donate millions for charitable causes, but nearly $10 
million of that money sat unspent in government accounts at the end of last year and some of the funding 
never reaches its intended target, according to a review by The Associated Press. ... Records show that 
$278,000 raised for asthma and lung disease research reverted to the state treasury because neither the 
Legislature nor the distributing agency put them to use. ...But in a dozen of the funds, state agencies 
tapped less than half the contributions available. Health agencies never used funding for a colorectal 
cancer prevention program, promoted by Erin Stennis, a Culver City woman who lost her husband to 
colon cancer in 2003. ... Not a single dime has been spent on cancer prevention. (Nirappil, 8/27) 

California Healthline: One Step Forward, One Step Back in Medication Reform for Foster 
Children 
Children in California's foster care system are prescribed psychotropic medication at a much higher rate 
than other children in California and more than three times the national average, according to 
an investigative report by the Bay Area News Group. Advocates say foster children also receive multiple 
kinds of psychotropic medications -- including antidepressants, mood stabilizers, stimulants and 
antipsychotic drugs -- at high doses and at young ages. (Gorn, 8/27) 
 
California Healthline: Committee OKs Vaccine Requirement for Day Care Workers; Floor 
Vote Next 
On Wednesday, the Assembly Committee on Appropriations passed a bill to require day care workers to 
be immunized against three major illnesses that could harm children. It was the last committee stop for 
the bill, which passed the Senate and now will be up for an Assembly floor vote. SB 792, by Sen. Tony 
Mendoza (D-Artesia), would require vaccination for whooping cough, measles and influenza for all day 
care workers. (Gorn, 8/27) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Obamacare: Poll Shows Rising Support Throughout 
California  
Less than two years after the nation's new health care law kicked into gear, more than six in 10 California 
voters are embracing its reforms, and an overwhelming majority are also tipping their hats to the way it's 
been implemented in the Golden State, according to a new Field Poll. And while most California 
Republicans continue to oppose the Affordable Care Act, nearly half of GOP voters say the law they 
deride as "Obamacare" has met several of its key goals here -- from encouraging more previously 
uninsured people to get coverage to providing health insurance buyers with better consumer protections. 
(Seipel and Calefati, 8/26) 

The Associated Press: Bill Would Raise California Cigarette Tax by $2 per Pack  
A bill to raise California's cigarette tax by $2 per pack was introduced Wednesday in the state Senate, a 
hike that supporters say would curb smoking deaths and critics argue would place an unnecessary 
burden on consumers and small businesses. Sen. Richard Pan, D-Sacramento, introduced the 
distribution tax, which also would apply to electronic cigarettes. If approved, it would be California's first 
tobacco tax hike since 1998. The current tax of 87 cents per pack is well below that of most other states. 
The national average is $1.60 per pack and New York charges $4.35 per pack. (8/26) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Rest Assured, Surgeons’ Late-Night Work Doesn’t Cause Patients 
Harm, Study Says 
Patients receiving common operations in the daytime fared no worse in the short-term if their attending 
physician worked a hospital graveyard shift the night before than patients whose doctor did not, according 
to a new study examining the effects of sleep deprivation on surgeons. Patients whose physicians worked 
from midnight to 7 a.m. the night before a daytime operation were as likely to die, be readmitted to the 
hospital or suffer complications within 30 days of their procedure as other patients who had the same 
operations in the daytime from physicians who had not worked after midnight. (Gillespie, 8/27) 

The Fiscal Times: Should We Be Rationing Hepatitis Drugs? Obama Pressured to End 
Restrictions  
Amid mounting evidence that federal and state authorities are rationing costly new wonder drugs for 
treating people with the potentially lethal hepatitis C virus, public health experts have begun pressing the 
White House to intervene to expand the use of Sovaldi and other new medications. An estimated 3.2 
million adults are chronically infected with hepatitis C while an estimated 20,000 people die from the 
serious liver ailment every year, including many military veterans. (Pianin, 8/26) 

NPR: Texting Helps Diabetes Patients Fine-Tune Insulin Dosing  
People whose diabetes requires insulin injections usually have to make a series of visits to the doctor's 
office to fine-tune their daily dosage. But many low-income patients can't afford to take those few hours 
off to see the doctor. As a result, they often live with chronically elevated blood sugars for weeks or 
months until they can find time to get to the clinic. (Shaikh-Lesko, 8/26) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Forbes: It's Time to Start Paying to Keep Patients Healthy  
Back in 2009, President Obama spoke to the American Medical Association and said, “We need to 
bundle payments so you aren’t paid for every single treatment you offer a patient with a chronic condition 
like diabetes, but instead paid well for how you treat the overall disease.” That’s a great idea, and it could 
really improve health care. Unfortunately, the president’s signature reform did nothing to move in that 
direction. Now, as before, almost no one in the health care fields is actually paid to keep people healthy. 
(Robert Book, 8/26) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 28, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: California Lags in Vaccinating Children, CDC Says  
California lawmakers quickly moved to tamp down a growing resistance to vaccination that had been 
fostered in some communities by unfounded safety concerns. By summer, Gov. Jerry Brown had signed 
one of the nation's toughest laws to keep parents from opting not to inoculate their kids. Nationwide data 
released Thursday by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show that although California 
children are immunized at a high level, the state's vaccination rate still lags behind the rest of the country. 
(Karlamangla, 8/28) 

Los Angeles Times: Judge Halts Counties' Lawsuit Against 5 Narcotic Drug 
Manufacturers  
A judge halted a government lawsuit Thursday against five of the world's largest narcotics manufacturers 
in spite of an impassioned plea by Orange County Dist. Atty. Tony Rackauckas that the companies pay 
for the damages of a prescription drug epidemic. The ruling came in a suit filed last year by Orange and 
Santa Clara counties accusing the companies of fraudulently marketing addictive painkillers to undermine 
the effect of warning labels required by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The counties say that the 
efforts boosted sales of the dangerous drugs at the expense of public health. The companies say that the 
claims are unfounded. (Girion, 8/27) 

The Associated Press: Chairman Promises Review of Unspent Charity  
Nearly $10 million in charitable donations by California taxpayers sat unspent in government accounts at 
the end of last year, The Associated Press has found, and the Senate Governance and Finance 
Committee chairman said Thursday that he wants a review of state accounts and will hold a hearing to 
find out why the money hasn’t been spent. (Nirappil, 8/27) 

CAPITAL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Report for Planned Parenthood Finds Sting Videos Manipulated  
Planned Parenthood also told lawmakers that only two of the 59 Planned Parenthood affiliates are 
currently involved in fetal tissue research — and that there is no evidence any affiliate has broken federal 
or state laws. “The attacks on us have the intended purpose of making it appear that fetal tissue research 
is an enormous focus of Planned Parenthood,” Cecile Richards, the president of Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, wrote in a letter to House Speaker John Boehner and Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Harry Reid. “But the simple fact is 
that 99 percent of our health centers have no involvement in this work.” (Haberkorn, 8/27) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

KQED: Poll Finds Most Women Believe Mammograms Should be Done Annually 
Most women 40 and older believe they should have mammograms every year to screen for breast 
cancer, the latest NPR-Truven Health Analytics health poll finds. The finding is at odds with current 
recommendations by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force that women with typical risks for breast 
cancer have screening mammograms every two years starting at age 50 and until they turn 75. (Hensley, 
8/28) 
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The Hill: Cigna, Aetna Hire Lobbyists Amid Mergers  
As the health insurance market prepares for a duo of mergers, the companies involved are hiring teams 
of lobbyists to make sure the process goes smoothly. Most recently, Cigna, which agreed to a $54 billion 
takeover by insurance company Anthem last month, hired two firms. WilmerHale and Polaris Government 
Relations will be working on anti-trust issues for the company as it navigates the merger. (Wilson, 8/27) 

MARKETPLACE 

USA Today: New Drug Could Dramatically Reduce Cholesterol  
The Food and Drug Administration on Thursday approved the second in a new class of cholesterol drugs 
that promises to dramatically lower cholesterol, although at a very high price. Amgen's Repatha, also 
known generically as evolocumab, belongs to a new class of injectable cholesterol fighters called PCSK9 
inhibitors, which are man-made antibodies. The FDA last month approved the first of these drugs, 
Praluent, made by Sanofi and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals. Both drugs will cost more than $14,000 a 
year. (Szabo, 8/28) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Here's Why Drugmakers are Held in Low Esteem  
Are you befuddled by the cost of prescription drugs? There may be a legitimate reason. "It's certainly not 
an efficient market," Jason Doctor, an associate professor of pharmaceutical and health economics at 
USC, said about prescription drug prices. ... According to a recent study by Consumer Reports, one-third 
of patients said the cost of their usual prescription rose $39 on average over the last year. ... Among the 
drugs that saw the biggest jumps in prices were treatments for common ailments such as asthma, high 
blood pressure and diabetes. I asked about a dozen experts whether the drug market was rigged against 
consumers. The answer, surprisingly, was no. But they said there were steps that could be taken to 
improve things. (David Lazarus, 8/28) 
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