
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 17, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Effort Ramps Up to Establish MCO Flat Tax as Legislature 
Reconvenes 
California legislators come back to work in Sacramento on Monday after summer recess. One of the 
bigger items on the legislative plate is the special session on health care spending convened last month 
by Gov. Jerry Brown (D). The special session’s primary purpose has been to address the possible $1.1 
billion shortfall in next year’s budget because of the impending loss of the managed care organization tax. 
The governor has suggested one way to make up that loss, but so far there is only one bill in circulation 
that offers a solution to the problem. (Gorn, 8/17) 

Kaiser Health News: California’s Plan to Absorb Medically Fragile Children Into Managed 
Care Proves Controversial  
When Kausha King’s son Christian was born with cerebral palsy, along with a seizure disorder and lung 
disease, doctors told her he would not live past the age of three. Today, Christian is 18, and although he 
cannot walk or speak, he is happy and thriving, King says. King credits much of her son’s progress to a 
little-known state program known as California Children’s Services (CCS), which pays for specialized 
medical care for children with severe illnesses or birth defects. Beginning next year, state officials 
essentially want to fold the $2 billion program, which serves an estimated 180,000 children younger than 
21, into its vast system of Medi-Cal managed care. (Ostrov and Gorman, 8/17) 

Sacramento Business Journal: California Lawmakers Will Consider Limits on 
Prescription Drug Costs 
Besides a special session on Medi-Cal, the big health care issue waiting action by lawmakers when they 
return from summer recess today is the high cost of new specialized prescription drugs. People need 
them but the costs are jaw dropping: A new drug that cures Hepatitis C with minimal side effects costs 
$94,000. The question for lawmakers is how to make them affordable. A per-prescription cap on out-of-
pocket costs for patients does that but does nothing to encourage drug companies to lower costs — and 
is likely to prompt health plans to raise premiums because they’ll have to pick some of the tab. 
(Robertson, 8/17) 

The Hill: States Shift Health Care Dollars, Activists Cry Foul  
States are shifting dollars they once spent on children’s health into roadways and tax cuts, raising fears 
for advocates that important healthcare programs could lose their funding. Kansas, Indiana and California 
are among the states looking to relocate money away from their Children’s Health Insurance Programs 
(CHIP) as the federal government begins picking up more of the tab this year. A little known ObamaCare 
provision, which goes into effect this year, means that dozens of states will soon pay little to none of their 
own CHIP costs. The federal funding bump frees up as much as $6 billion over two years – money that is 
now being used to backfill state budget holes instead of expanding the kid’s health programs. (Ferris, 
8/15) 

CBS San Francisco: California Ban on Doctor-Assisted Suicide Upheld in San 
Francisco Court 
SAN FRANCISCO (CBS SF) — A San Francisco Superior Court judge Friday upheld the enforcement of 
California laws dating back 141 years barring physician-assisted suicide after hearing arguments in a 
lawsuit filed by several terminally ill patients. Several plaintiffs including Christy O’Donnell and her Bay 
Area doctor, Robert Brody, brought the San Francisco lawsuit asking that doctors be allowed to provide 
such treatment to patients who are mentally competent without fear of prosecution. (8/14) 
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ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Washington Post: In Heroin Fight, White House Will Push Treatment 
As heroin overdoses and deaths soar in many parts of the nation, the White House plans to announce 
Monday an initiative that will for the first time pair public health and law enforcement in an effort to shift 
the emphasis from punishment to the treatment of addicts. The experiment, initially funded for one year in 
15 states from New England to the D.C. area, will pair drug intelligence officers with public health 
coordinators to trace where heroin is coming from, how and where it is being laced with a deadly additive, 
and who is distributing it to street-level dealers. (Fisher, 8/16) 

NPR: When Rehab Might Help an Addict — But Insurance Won't Cover it  
The latest numbers show that deaths from heroin-related overdose more than tripled nationally between 
2002 and 2013. Opiate addiction touches every demographic: white, black, Hispanic, rural, suburban and 
urban. Proposed solutions nationally include more government funding for treatment, tougher penalties 
for dealers, and proactive interventions to stop people before they start. (Allen, 8/16) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

USA Today/Cincinnati Enquirer: Kasich Could Face Challenges Distancing Himself From 
Obamacare  
John Kasich likes Obamacare’s expansion of Medicaid to more low-income Americans. He wants to 
ensure insurance coverage for people who have pre-existing conditions. He likes insurance exchanges. 
And he thinks everyone should have health insurance – even young, healthy people who need an 
incentive to sign up. (Thompson, 8/15) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: Republican: Congress 'Fully Committed' to Obamacare Repeal  
Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-Ky.) on Saturday said GOP lawmakers remain completely invested in repealing 
ObamaCare. Guthrie added that rolling back President Obama’s signature healthcare law is essential 
before its latest set of regulations takes effect next year. ... “If ObamaCare’s next round of regulations 
takes effect on Jan. 1, mere months from now, small businesses will be forced into larger group insurance 
markets that have dramatically higher rates,” Guthrie added. (Hensch, 8/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: A Misguided Lawsuit  
Amazingly, yet another lawsuit challenging a significant provision of the Affordable Care Act remains 
pending in court. This time, however, what is at stake is not a disagreement about Obamacare, but a 
question about the role of the judiciary: Should the House be able to bring a lawsuit simply because it 
disagrees with how the president is interpreting the statutes that the full Congress has enacted? The 
answer is no. Allowing interpretive disagreements between the legislature and the executive to be 
resolved in federal court would constitute the single most radical expansion of the authority of federal 
judges in more than 200 years. (Walter Dellinger, 8/16) 
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Los Angeles Times: Don't Allow Prescription Drugs to Become a Marketing Free-For-All  
If the Food and Drug Administration can't regulate how pharmaceutical companies market their drugs to 
doctors, its ability to protect the public will be severely diminished. A federal court ruling last week makes 
this scenario possible, and it will take a concerted effort by the FDA to continue setting limits on eager 
pharmaceutical salespeople. (8/14) 

The New York Times: Coke Tries to Sugarcoat the Truth on Calories  
The Coca-Cola Company, which has suffered a large decline in consumption of sugary sodas as 
consumers worry about obesity, has formed a new organization to emphasize exercise as the best way to 
control obesity and to play down the importance of cutting calories. Coke and other beverage makers 
have long funneled money to industry-leaning scientists and formed innocent-sounding front groups to 
spread the message that sugary sodas have no deleterious effect on health and should not be taxed or 
regulated. The new organization, the nonprofit Global Energy Balance Network, is the latest effort to put a 
“science based” gloss on industry positions. (8/14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: Feds OK State's Drug Medi-Cal Waiver 
CMS officials last week approved California's Drug Medi-Cal waiver, opening the door for the state to 
dramatically change the way mental health services are delivered in Medi-Cal. "The goal of the waiver is 
to support an integrated safety-net delivery system by better coordinating substance use disorder, 
physical and mental health services," officials from the Department of Health Care Services said in a 
written statement. (Gorn, 8/18) 

Los Angeles Times: As Lawmakers Return to Sacramento, Debate Over Healthcare Taxes 
Kicks Off  
The debate over new taxes and fees — a dominant theme in the final weeks of the legislative session — 
kicked off Monday, with some Democratic lawmakers calling for a new tax on health insurance plans to 
pay for Medi-Cal and other social services. Assemblyman Marc Levine (D-San Rafael) touted his 
proposal to impose a flat tax on managed care organizations at a news conference, arguing that it would 
avert a plunge in funding from Washington for state-subsidized healthcare. (Mason, 8/17) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

Reuters: White House Launches Plan to Counter Explosion in Heroin Use  
The move is a response to a sharp rise in the use of heroin and opiate-based painkillers, which the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control has described as an epidemic. Heroin use has more than doubled among 
people aged 18-25 in the United States in the past decade, according to CDC figures, while overdose 
death rates have nearly quadrupled. An estimated 45 percent of U.S. heroin users are also addicted to 
prescription painkillers. (8/17) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Scott Walker Gets Out Front With Obamacare Replacement Plan  
Walker says he would replace Obamacare with a plan that would return authority to the states and 
provide sliding-scale tax credits directly to consumers who don’t get coverage at work to help them buy 
insurance. He would also expand the role of health savings accounts and allow consumers to buy 
insurance across state lines — standard Republican ideas. States would also be able to set up high-risk 
pools with federal funds to help consumers with pre-existing health problems purchase coverage. In a 
nod to Republican opposition to federal control over health care, Walker would also give states greater 
say over Medicaid, which he would break into separate plans for different groups, such as poor families, 
people with disabilities and low-income seniors. (Haberkorn and Cheney, 8/18) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Kaiser Health News: Cost of Diabetes Drugs Often Overlooked, but It Shouldn’t Be 
When it comes to treating chronic conditions, diabetes drugs aren’t nearly as sexy as say, Sovaldi, last 
year’s breakthrough hepatitis C drug that offers a cure for the chronic liver infection at a price 
approaching six figures. Yet an estimated 29 million people have diabetes — about 10 times the number 
of people with hepatitis C — and many of them will take diabetes drugs for the rest of their lives. 
(Andrews, 8/18) 
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Kaiser Health News: Bad Health Outcomes for Adults Who Don’t Get Help as Teens 
Young people with health problems left uncared for in adolescence face higher risks of leading unhealthy 
lives as adults, a new study finds. A study of 14,800 people found that the odds of adverse adult health 
conditions were 13 percent to 52 percent higher among those who reported unmet health needs as 
adolescents than for those whose who did not have unmet needs as teens but who were otherwise 
comparable. (Gillespie, 8/17) 

The Washington Post: FDA Warns Makers of Medical Scopes in Wake of Deadly 
‘Superbug’ Outbreaks  
The Food and Drug Administration has sent warning letters to manufacturers of a specialized medical 
scope that has been associated with outbreaks of a deadly “superbug” virus, saying the companies failed 
to adequately report problems with the devices and, in some instances, failed to ensure that they could be 
cleaned properly between uses. (Dennis, 8/17) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Politico: My Plan to Fix Health Care  
[W]hen I am president, repealing and replacing ObamaCare will be an urgent priority of my 
administration. ... First, I will work with Congress to create an advanceable, refundable tax credit that all 
Americans can use to purchase health insurance. ... Second, I will reform insurance regulations .... Those 
with pre-existing conditions should have access to affordable care through mechanisms such as 
federally-supported, actuarially-sound and state-based high risk pools. Americans should be able to 
purchase coverage across state lines so they can seek out affordable coverage regardless of where they 
live. ... Third, I will take up the difficult work of saving and strengthening Medicare and Medicaid by 
placing them on fiscally-sustainable paths. (Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 8/17) 

The New York Times: The Medicaid Two-Step  
[B]efore the ACA went into effect the very same people loudly insisted that expanding Medicaid was 
worthless, because instead of insuring more people it would mainly crowd out private insurance, making 
only a small dent in the number of uninsured Americans. ... maybe the Medicaid expansion has in some 
cases led people to drop the private coverage they would have had otherwise. But the number of 
uninsured has dropped sharply, especially in Medicaid expansion states. (Paul Krugman, 8/17) 

The Orange County Register: California's Reckless Medi-Cal Expansion a Disservice to 
the Poor 
California under Obamacare has enrolled three times as many people as originally projected in Medi-
Cal, the welfare program that subsidizes low-income Californians’ access to health care. The total is now 
12 million, about one-third of the state’s population. The over enrollment is provoking yet another fiscal 
crisis for the state, which is in a downward spiral of tax hikes and welfare dependency that is crushing 
job growth. Californians should be outraged that the state has condemned one-third of their neighbors to 
dependence on this poorly performing welfare program. (Graham, 8/16) 
 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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The Associated Press: California Governor Balks at Push to Eye Right-To-Die Bill  
California lawmakers on Tuesday announced a second attempt at passing right-to-die legislation this year 
after an earlier measure stalled amid religious opposition and hesitant Democrats. The new bill allowing 
doctors to prescribe terminally ill patients life-ending drugs was introduced in a special legislative session 
on health care financing convened by Gov. Jerry Brown. (Nirappil, 8/18) 

Sacramento Bee: UCLA Study Finds More Californians are Obese, Diabetic 
California adults are heftier, eating more fast food and getting diagnosed with diabetes at higher rates. 
And California kids? They’re spending an “astounding” amount of time sitting glued to a TV, computer or 
phone screen. Those health trends emerged from a two-year survey released Tuesday by the UCLA 
Center for Health Policy Research, which surveyed more than 48,000 California adults, teens and 
children on dozens of health care topics. (Buck and Reese, 8/18) 
 
KPCC: State Lawmakers Mull E-cig Rules as New Study Suggests Link to Tobacco 
The state legislature will reconsider a bill Wednesday that would regulate e-cigarettes the same as 
tobacco, one day after a new study was released that shows 14-year-olds who've tried e-cigarettes are 
four times more likely to try other tobacco products. The study, published in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association Tuesday, finds teenagers who have used e-cigarettes are more likely to at least 
sample tobacco cigarettes, cigars or hookahs, said co-author Adam Leventhal, associate professor and 
director of the USC Health, Emotion, & Addiction Laboratory at the Keck School of Medicine. (Aguilera, 
8/18) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Scott Walker Lays Out Obamacare Replacement Plan  
Scott Walker became the first top-tier Republican candidate Tuesday to release a plan to replace 
Obamacare, but conservative rivals said it is too liberal and would create a new entitlement. ... Speaking 
at a machine parts shop outside of Minneapolis, Walker also said he would sign an executive order to 
undo what he calls the “special deal for Congress,” which allows the federal government to pay a portion 
of Hill staffers’ and members’ health insurance as their employer. The provision has raised the ire of 
conservatives but repealing it would raise insurance costs for staffers on Capitol Hill. (Haberkorn and 
Cheney, 8/18) 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: Amgen to Pay $71 Million to States for Promoting Off-Label Drug 
Uses  
Amgen Inc. has agreed to pay $71 million to settle allegations by 48 state attorneys general that it 
improperly marketed two of its blockbuster drugs. The agreement announced Tuesday brings an end to a 
difficult chapter in the history of the Thousand Oaks biotech, which pleaded guilty in 2012 to a federal 
criminal charge related to similar allegations and paid $762 million in criminal penalties and civil 
settlements. (Pfeifer, 8/18) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Male Doctors Are More Likely to be Sued Than Females, Study 
Finds  
Male doctors are more than twice as likely to have legal action taken against them than their female 
counterparts, a recent study found. The study, published last week in the journal BMC Medicine, affirms a 
well-established trend for the first time on a global level. It also shows that the disparity has not changed 
over the course of 15 years, despite a growing presence of women in the field. (Gebelhoff, 8/18) 

The Washington Post: FDA Approves Controversial Drug for Women With Low Sex 
Drives  
The approval of the controversial drug, flibanserin, which the FDA twice rejected before and now will be 
marketed as Addyi, comes with a series of conditions reflecting the agency’s concerns about serious side 
effects. These include a boxed warning that highlights the risks of low blood pressure and fainting in 
patients who drink alcohol while taking the drug, as well as a requirement that doctors complete a training 
course before being allowed to prescribe it. (Schulte and Dennis, 8/18) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Ventura County Star: The Importance of a Medi-Cal Fix 
For the last couple years the state has levied a $1 billion tax that certain health insurance companies 
have willingly, almost happily, paid. The reason for the absence of grumbling is simple: For every dollar in 
taxes they pay, they get back that dollar and more in higher rates from the government. It’s been a very 
good deal that has enabled California to provide its matching share so that it can access $1 billion in extra 
funding for Medi-Cal. In essence, it has been a clever and cost-free way for California to tap into free 
money from Washington, D.C. Alas, the feds are onto us. (Herdt, 8/18) 

Bloomberg: Republicans' Obamacare Alternative, Finally  
Obamacare promised that it was for the middle class. In practice, it has overwhelmingly been a program 
for the poor and near-poor. Its two main features were a Medicaid expansion for everyone earning up to 
133 percent of the federal poverty line and exchange policies for anyone else who wasn't eligible for 
employer insurance or another government program. As it turns out, exchange policies have been 
extremely popular among people whose policies are heavily subsidized, but not so popular with anyone 
who has to pay a significant chunk of the bill. This was basically a poverty program that was sold by 
playing to the anxieties of middle-class people worried about losing their health insurance. The 
Republican plan is, in fact, a program for the middle class. As such, it will be much less generous toward 
the poor. It will redistribute money upward, from those struggling very hard to ordinary Joes who are not 
rich, but not quite so desperate either. (Megan McArdle, 8/17) 
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Kaiser Health News: Survey Confirms Significant Drop in California’s Uninsured  
The number of uninsured California adults under the age of 65 dropped by more than 15 percent between 
2013 and 2014 because of the Affordable Care Act, including California’s Medi-Cal expansion, according 
to data released Tuesday. (Feder Ostrov, 8/20) 

Los Angeles Times: State Senate Panel Approves Package of Six Anti-Tobacco Bills 
A Senate panel on Wednesday approved a package of six anti-tobacco bills, including measures raising 
the smoking age to 21 and barring the use of electronic cigarettes in public places such as restaurants 
where smoking is banned. Both the age increase and e-cigarette bills had stalled in the Legislature, but 
were revived for a special session on healthcare and approved by a new Senate Committee on Public 
Health and Developmental Services. Republicans did not vote for any of the bills in the package. 
(McGreevy, 8/19) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Drug Costs Dislodge Obamacare as GOP Voters' Top Health Care Concern  
Scott Walker, Marco Rubio and others are competing for the best plan to replace Obamacare, a unified 
theme among Republican presidential contenders. But there is growing evidence that even GOP voters 
are more concerned about curbing drug prices than dislodging the president’s signature health program. 
In April, the nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation was surprised by a poll showing more Republicans 
view drug prices as the No. 1 health care priority than repealing Obamacare. So the foundation looked 
further, asking Americans what steps they would back to reduce drug costs. (Norman, 8/20) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Los Angeles Times: House Lawsuit Against Obama is Turning Into a Real Problem for the 
President  
An unprecedented House lawsuit against President Obama that was once derided as a certain loser 
looks stronger now and may soon deliver an early legal round to Republican lawmakers complaining of 
executive branch overreach. A federal judge is expected to decide shortly whether to dismiss the suit, but 
thanks to an amended complaint and a recent Supreme Court ruling, the Republican-backed case has a 
much better chance of proceeding, attorneys agree. At issue is whether the House may sue in court to 
defend its constitutionally granted "power of the purse" if the president spends money that was not 
appropriated by Congress. (Savage, 8/20) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Poll: Americans Favor Government Action on Drug Prices 
Most Americans value the prescription products the drug industry produces, but they sure don’t like the 
prices and want the federal government to take action, according to a new survey. Just over half of 
Americans (54 percent) are currently taking a prescription drug. While most say their drugs are easy to 
afford, consumers in general (72 percent) believe drug costs are unreasonable, according to the poll by 
the Kaiser Family Foundation. (Kaiser Health News is an editorially independent part of the foundation.) 
(8/20) 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M7qKzS40sVMW3yV7Nz2RXF2V0/*W2x_SL88q91jQW850bXk8wD8Pf0/5/f18dQhb0S3j12dYTs8TvWJH4-BXw5W2Y3txX54ZLT0W38nYlW3mvhKnV_66VB6TCNLxW2SwTXk7VPd5DW8L9SFv53yvvrW1bc7RZ2qbpDnW422djT1JDcq2N2j2FzkxBmlvW86wwrZ98WZwKW6WmBPj5cJZdsW7klhCN1mDmX0W7wLRsn5zdSNZW3bzkMS71HtFsW6kvnss716mzJW36KCm35SZCPZW4RsZPJ30B2FqW8tNRjv7--GlfW3rmnD_2BL9NTW5HF94X5B0qwMVXW0w-2GCw0vW38_cXY4Pb137W7tJn1m5QBsXDN1btcCbXPmS9W5dC8cW2bYLYVW4QqNrM1nhrJDW2kgH5F7Z24HyV-p_pY6RR2XLW6GQfVr64NN-qW1mJbCs5xbXMbW47ZCTX8Jw1rQW7fJZVb50yh54W3Y3zXm4WRpKDW2pDxsY1Bg0h8W2R3v024ywBn9W3C2kt_6nch8_Vrjw6G1pm3W9W346Fht24_SjZW8WtYRR4g86ZsW7JnDDk4wbFkCW8JV7JH3bNPsrW6yT5VL3-2QQ6W8wJChn991rrwW8L06qc47SnrMN4bWRN2VPLvJW4zDjrc2YFzJFW8SB0Rk795hph102
http://www.latimes.com/local/political/la-me-pc-california-senate-anti-tobacco-bills-20150819-story.html
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M7qKzS40sVMW3yV7Nz2RXF2V0/*W45BLVf91yfm2W5M9Stm8HHh-G0/5/f18dQhb0S2Dj2k8ZZ2T2gcf4S5cQxW2L2klX5VM9JVW6DGdv34lPq-PVRvSWD1BMzXYW56MfzW7ssYtVW8pKpT63PS-mXW3NpFXv3M1c76W2mmryV78WR5dW4X2p5b3r8PBPW43YPD1939_QHW5vkKXk6dQBm5W657T4V58QVkLW3L_02V2L3DVrW5SkpB772ZF6nW8g1cc35P3t2BW6RH1gF4tCFFcW3Gy6Xg1VP4NlN3LkKcjtBQx6W4_BcD63LwqLsN6WHPThs-xNxVrRB6j1zc1nGN4_DRw1LGb5GW41wGR47cRwLgW7Xf3Hb3WB3PkW4N4N7R67pYBNW85t5X32dXxQQW85-JdH17kYCCW5YD8Cf5yfpkCW6Jt2MQ4ShL2JW5z45PQ6SDNg3W5FfNQ88nrFcLW5K70X-6P8-kbW3GM32g1NGP3bN5MNhrt3NzzMW7wXZgZ2_JJhfW90Hf2_1slkfvW3pb47t3PJLpmVyRq0P5-2D3zW198LlJ2_hYd1W6Y8hZ57RvMGHW8ss1V03txgQ6W2fx5rm8pB-nGW2q3MYK2XS1b4W7_ht2y6zxb3zW5bCmt76tXgh0W3w3smn2WPrrsW2wc-L45xQHxwW6YnFKP4bRF1JW4ZYkwN2kx0z6W8N8HFW9k1vbcW7TpnXt8tDVX4W40PhZM1XSRQwW5l-J5F6tf6Bq0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M7qKzS40sVMW3yV7Nz2RXF2V0/*W2J72Zw4_k_2GW1TzfQm6K6RGn0/5/f18dQhb0S3j12dYTs8TvWJH4-BXw5W2Y3txW2xvCnQW3dsHTC3_dxfDW6vV6xh4pmSBMW7Q-4TK6SmYGwW4hMF_Q7YJhlJW2l8rCR4H3DLLW7DFTHw5HvmwtW8kns7H3RXrnYW2hSgB03xByygW2TcvjH3VLHJtW7_fv2l34cfMhN4F9MPgL1PbbW1hYwqY2BTQNzN1x0tQwBRqxWW8s0Lxg6cJY32W6CtqWd1N7lcVN2q3W-VDbzrYV3pfzJ3K_bT6W7z-CKx6H6dyWW4KVlls7BgcZrW7FpcpK1BVtryN7xXV5C_2kJYW6mcB733f6V4yW9hJTXW4S3S2kW7DWPw34nt1pYW30nc2x6h_KVGW25rkwb4241QCW3168LP4qmDR0W36zzkQ53SnRvN1gSrBQgFz4kW6x-5vY7YHfg7W78Bxq96Nz1FxW63Kgc31zB9zBVTsDW_6gFBJ_VwsB0z61sS8lW2zVsKB8_dtnBW3wNnF-7NBCpmW2Jc6H_4wnT6GN8DxdFzg17SZW3MqFZP79WvQHW2J0kmL6XF6K3W7VnmHw7BlXPSW5XymNt5pcnCVW67sTPp8J7Tw_W8vM66K264zMQf2Lf0gJ11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M7qKzS40sVMW3yV7Nz2RXF2V0/*W2J72Zw4_k_2GW1TzfQm6K6RGn0/5/f18dQhb0S3j12dYTs8TvWJH4-BXw5W2Y3txW2xvCnQW3dsHTC3_dxfDW6vV6xh4pmSBMW7Q-4TK6SmYGwW4hMF_Q7YJhlJW2l8rCR4H3DLLW7DFTHw5HvmwtW8kns7H3RXrnYW2hSgB03xByygW2TcvjH3VLHJtW7_fv2l34cfMhN4F9MPgL1PbbW1hYwqY2BTQNzN1x0tQwBRqxWW8s0Lxg6cJY32W6CtqWd1N7lcVN2q3W-VDbzrYV3pfzJ3K_bT6W7z-CKx6H6dyWW4KVlls7BgcZrW7FpcpK1BVtryN7xXV5C_2kJYW6mcB733f6V4yW9hJTXW4S3S2kW7DWPw34nt1pYW30nc2x6h_KVGW25rkwb4241QCW3168LP4qmDR0W36zzkQ53SnRvN1gSrBQgFz4kW6x-5vY7YHfg7W78Bxq96Nz1FxW63Kgc31zB9zBVTsDW_6gFBJ_VwsB0z61sS8lW2zVsKB8_dtnBW3wNnF-7NBCpmW2Jc6H_4wnT6GN8DxdFzg17SZW3MqFZP79WvQHW2J0kmL6XF6K3W7VnmHw7BlXPSW5XymNt5pcnCVW67sTPp8J7Tw_W8vM66K264zMQf2Lf0gJ11
http://khn.org/news/poll-americans-favor-government-action-on-drug-prices/


 

 

 

The Washington Post's Wonkblog: How Health Care Reform Adds to Wal-Mart’s 
Pharmacy Woes  
A footnote in Wal-Mart's second quarter earnings release this week highlighted one of the many effects of 
more people gaining health insurance under the Affordable Care Act: its pharmacies are no longer as 
profitable. The retail giant blamed weak quarterly earnings that underperformed expectations partly on 
challenges facing its U.S. pharmacy business. (Johnson, 8/20) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Price Rises for Ticket to a Quicker Drug Review by FDA  
A deal struck between drugmakers AbbVie and United Therapeutics Wednesday set a record price for a 
voucher that can be redeemed for a fast-track review of a new medicine by the Food and Drug 
Administration. (Hensley, 8/19) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: How to Pay the Bill for Hepatitis C 
How Long Should You Wait to Treat a Possibly Fatal but Curable Disease? That's a question with major 
implications for millions of patients and for insurers and government programs that have to pay for the 
treatment. In the last year this question has focused on hepatitis C, a viral infection of the liver that, left 
untreated, can lead to cirrhosis, cancer, liver failure and death. Hepatitis C is the leading cause for liver 
transplants in the United States. (Fox and McCombs, 8/20) 

The Huffington Post: Obamacare Haters are Getting Harder to Find  
Obamacare isn’t popular. But it may be getting less unpopular. On Thursday morning, the Henry J. Kaiser 
Family Foundation released a new survey showing that 44 percent of the public has a favorable view of 
the Affordable Care Act, while 41 percent has an unfavorable view. The numbers are nearly identical to 
what they were in Kaiser’s most recent survey, back in late June, and statistically unchanged since 
March. ... You can't say this latest survey or the previous ones constitute a strong endorsement of the law 
.... Still, the averages also reveal a trend underway, with the public less skeptical of the law than it was in 
2014. (Jonathan Cohn, 8/20) 
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California Healthline: Republicans Balk at Revised MCO Tax 
Replacing the state's current tax on managed care organizations is going to be a challenging proposition, 
according to experts and state officials at this week's special session hearing of the Senate Public Health 
and Developmental Services Committee. Under the current MCO tax, only managed care organizations 
participating in Medi-Cal are taxed. The state matches the tax money with federal dollars and the MCOs 
are reimbursed through Medi-Cal services they provide. The arrangement generates about $1.1 billion a 
year and produces "no harm or loss," according to Jennifer Kent, director of the Department of Health 
Care Services, which oversees Medi-Cal. (Gorn, 8/21) 
 
The Associated Press: Group Says Covered California Slow to Fix Customer Problems 
California’s health insurance exchange is still sluggish when it comes to resolving customer service 
problems, leaving many people unable to access health care or finalize their tax returns, a consumer 
advocacy group said Thursday. Covered California has been slow to fix enrollment mistakes entered into 
its computer system, according to the Health Consumer Alliance, which is made up of legal aid groups 
throughout the state. (Lin, 8/20) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Newcomer to Koch Scene, Bush Competes with Tea Party Class  
Billionaire industrialists Charles and David Koch are opening the tea party's door for Republican Jeb 
Bush, whose time as Florida governor preceded the movement. ... Five of the 17 GOP presidential 
candidates, including Cruz and Rubio, plan to be in Columbus. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal and former 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry are also scheduled to speak at the two-day summit. Notably absent will be Ohio's 
own Gov. John Kasich, whose office is less than a mile from the convention hall. (8/21) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Study: 2 Million Exchange Enrollees Miss Out on Cost-Sharing 
Assistance 
More than 2 million people with coverage on the health insurance exchanges may be missing out on 
subsidies that could lower their deductibles, copayments and maximum out-of-pocket spending limits, 
according to a new analysis by Avalere Health. Those who may be missing out are people with incomes 
between 100 and 250 percent of the federal poverty level ($11,770 to $29,425). Under the health law, 
people at those income levels are eligible for cost-sharing reductions that can substantially reduce their 
out-of-pocket costs. (Andrews, 8/21) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times' DealBook: Maker of Addyi, ‘Female Viagra’ Drug, Being Sold to 
Valeant for $1B  
Sprout Pharmaceuticals, which on Tuesday won regulatory approval for the first pill to aid a woman’s sex 
drive, will be acquired by Valeant Pharmaceuticals International for about $1 billion in cash. The deal, 
announced on Thursday, represents a sizable return for investors in Sprout, a privately held company in 
Raleigh, N.C., with 34 employees. A total of about $100 million has been invested in Sprout since its 
formation in 2011. (Pollack and Bray, 8/20) 
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Bloomberg: Google Glass Comes to Doctor's Office Near You as Upgrade Looms  
A few weeks ago, a New Zealand doctor donned Google Glass and beamed video of an aortic surgery to 
the U.S. offices of medical device maker Endologix Inc. The test demonstrated the potential power of a 
technology that famously flopped with consumers but is quickly becoming a go-to gadget for the medical 
world. Google is expected to roll out a new version of Glass in the coming months, and medical device 
makers, hospitals and family doctors are eagerly anticipating improvements. (Kharif and Womack, 8/20) 

Bloomberg: The Startups That Give You a Second Opinion on Costly Surgery  
In the window before his kids wake up and he has to go to work, Dr. Gregory Gebauer helps people he's 
never met avoid needless surgery. That's when the Florida spine surgeon reads charts and examines 
MRI or X-ray scans referred to him through a company called Grand Rounds, a San Francisco startup 
that promises to save employers money and help their workers find better care. He often finds that 
patients have been given an inaccurate diagnosis or recommended for an operation unlikely to help them. 
(Tozzi, 8/20) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: Study Raises Doubts About Early-Stage Breast Cancer Treatments  
Aggressive interventions to treat the earliest stage of breast cancers have no effect on whether a woman 
is alive a decade later, according to a study that tracked more than 100,000 women. (Johnson and Cha, 
8/20) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: How to Pay the Bill for Hepatitis C  
How long should you wait to treat a possibly fatal but curable disease? That's a question with major 
implications for millions of patients and for insurers and government programs that have to pay for the 
treatment. In the last year this question has focused on hepatitis C, a viral infection of the liver that, left 
untreated, can lead to cirrhosis, cancer, liver failure and death. Hepatitis C is the leading cause for liver 
transplants in the United States. (D. Steven Fox and Jeffrey S. McCombs, 8/20) 

The Washington Post's Plum Line: Why the GOP Presidential Candidates Can’t Reform 
Health Care  
In the last few days, Scott Walker and Marco Rubio released health care plans, and other Republican 
candidates are sure to follow soon. Most will probably be pretty similar, even if some are more fully 
fleshed out than others. But they’ll all share one feature, the thing that tells you that they aren’t even 
remotely serious about this issue: they will take as their starting point that the entire Affordable Care Act 
should be repealed. (Paul Waldman, 8/20) 
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