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California Healthline: Duals Allowed to Designate an Assistant 
Enrollment choices can be challenging, particularly for the 430,000 Californians in the duals 
demonstration project -- people who often have cognitive issues such as dementia or Alzheimer's. Dual 
eligibles who need help in making those choices can now designate someone they trust as an enrollment 
assistant to make those choices for them. Duals -- people dually eligible for Medicare and Medi-Cal -- are 
being automatically enrolled in Medi-Cal managed care plans in seven counties in an effort to better 
coordinate the financing and services of the two programs for beneficiaries. (Gorn, 8/10) 

Los Angeles Times: For Underserved Patients, Hygienists Treating Cavities is Something 
to Smile About  
That is changing with a new California law that authorizes dental hygienists to treat cavities without a 
dentist on site by placing low-cost, temporary fillings. Shore is one of the first dental hygienists in 
Southern California who will be certified to apply the fillings, called interim therapeutic restorations, under 
the law that took effect in January. She joined two dozen other dental hygiene educators and dentists 
Saturday for a two-day training program conducted by Northern California-based University of the Pacific 
on the campus of West Coast University in Anaheim. (Barboza, 8/9) 

The Associated Press: Accessing Care Especially Difficult for Latinos on Medi-Cal  
Miriam Uribe enrolled in California's low-income health insurance program last November, and she still 
hasn't found a primary care doctor 10 months later who could see her. "Once you have (insurance), you 
actually still don't have it because it's still a struggle to find someone," the 20-year-old college student 
from Bellflower said. Uribe isn't alone. Even though Latinos make up nearly half of California's 12.5 million 
Medi-Cal enrollees, a report by the independent California HealthCare Foundation found that 36 percent 
of the Spanish-speaking Medi-Cal population has been told that a physician won't take them, compared to 
7 percent of the overall Medi-Cal population. (Lin, 8/8) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Reuters: U.S. Congress Inquiry into Planned Parenthood Widens  
Several Planned Parenthood officials and three private bio-medical firms were targeted on Friday by a 
U.S. congressional panel as lawmakers dig deeper into a controversy swirling around the women's health 
organization. A U.S. House of Representatives committee made public a letter requesting interviews with 
personnel from the organization who appeared in surreptitiously recorded videos in discussions about 
providing fetal tissue for research. (Cornwell, 8/7) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: As Campaign Heats Up, Republican Candidates Are Rushing to 
the Right  
But it could also cause the eventual nominee problems in a general election with a more moderate 
electorate. On social issues ranging from abortion to same-sex marriage, much of the Republican field 
has now taken positions that are at odds with mainstream American opinion. For example, 3 out of 4 
Americans say a woman should be able to obtain a legal abortion if she becomes pregnant as a result of 
rape. (Sullivan, 8/7) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Court Says 4 Catholic Nonprofits Must Allow Workers Access to 
Contraception  
Four Roman Catholic nonprofits in New York must allow employees access to contraception, a federal 
appeals court panel ruled on Friday, reversing a decision by a lower court that allowed the organizations 
to get around a requirement in the Affordable Care Act. Six other circuit courts around the country 
deciding on similar arguments involving religious groups have come to similar conclusions, the 
unanimous three-judge panel noted in its decision, which was written by Judge Rosemary S. Pooler for 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, in New York. Other cases are still pending. 
(Clifford, 8/7) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Indianapolis Business Journal: Anthem-Cigna Mega Deal Might Snag on Blue Cross  
Anthem Inc. has used the Blue Cross and Blue Shield brand names as a powerful tool on its way to 
becoming the nation’s second-largest health insurer. But those Blue brands now are a hurdle for 
Anthem’s $54.2 billion acquisition of Cigna Corp. Anthem executives are confident they can leap over that 
hurdle, but it’s not a foregone conclusion. (Wall, 8/8) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

NPR: Will Doctors Soon be Prescribing Video Games for Mental Health?  
Developers of a new video game for your brain say theirs is more than just another get-smarter-quick 
scheme. Akili, a Northern California startup, insists on taking the game through a full battery of clinical 
trials so it can get approval from the Food and Drug Administration — a process that will take lots of 
money and several years. (Dembosky, 8/10) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: Novavax Hopes to Crack Elusive Vaccine for Common Respiratory Virus  
A Maryland-based biotech company believes it can solve a riddle that has baffled Big Pharma for 
decades: how to protect against a virus that infects almost every American child. If mid-stage trial data 
proves positive, Novavax Inc will be closer than any drug developer to a vaccine for respiratory syncytial 
virus, or RSV, which affects those most with compromised immune systems - including young infants and 
the elderly. (Grover, 8/10) 

Los Angeles Times: Superbug Outbreaks: Device Maker Olympus Reports 14% Jump in 
Scope Sales  
Embattled device maker Olympus Corp. posted a 14% increase in sales of medical scopes worldwide 
despite health officials linking its instruments to superbug outbreaks at U.S. hospitals. The Japanese 
company, which also makes cameras and microscopes, said Thursday that the strong performance of its 
gastrointestinal endoscopes led to record-breaking sales and profit for its medical business in the latest 
quarter ending June 30. (Terhune and Petersen, 8/7) 
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The Washington Post: FDA Barred From Restricting Company’s Promotion of Fish-Oil 
Drug  
A federal judge barred the Food and Drug Administration from blocking a drug company’s efforts to 
promote an unapproved use for pills derived from fish oil, saying the firm’s claims are protected by the 
First Amendment. U.S. District Judge Paul Engelmayer granted Amarin Corp. preliminary relief. ... 
Amarin’s suit against the FDA will continue, but the company will be allowed to begin marketing the off-
label use immediately, under the judge’s decision. (Johnson, 8/7) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: At CMS, the Mission is Broader Than 
Medicare and Medicaid  
The Department of Health and Human Services agency known as CMS oversees Medicare and 
Medicaid, among other programs. It is responsible for a trillion dollars in annual spending, more than a 
hundred million beneficiaries, 39% of total health spending, and 43% of hospital revenues. Daily 
decisions at CMS can affect millions of lives and billions of dollars. (Drew Altman, 8/10) 

The New York Times: California is Proving That Health Reform Works  
Californians got a double dose of good health care news late last month. The number of Californians who 
have trouble finding a doctor or paying their medical bills has sharply declined since the Affordable Care 
Act took effect. And premiums charged by private insurers have risen only modestly, contrary to warnings 
that insurers were likely to get double-digit premium increases. (8/10) 

Los Angeles Times: Obamacare's Individual Mandate Survives Again  
A federal appeals court rejected yet another legal challenge to Obamacare's individual mandate Friday -- 
so resoundingly, in fact, that even the dissenting judges dismissed the challengers' core constitutional 
argument. The suit -- Sissel v. the Department of Health and Human Services -- was brought by artist 
Matthew Sissel of Washington, who objected to the requirement in the 2010 Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act that virtually all adult Americans carry health insurance. Backed by the Pacific Legal 
Foundation, he argued that the individual mandate was unconstitutional because it was a revenue-raising 
measure (that is, a tax) that originated in the Senate, contrary to the constitutional requirement that all 
revenue bills originate in the House. (Jon Healey, 8/7) 
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Stateline: To Address Doctor Shortages, Some States Focus on Residencies  
Last year, 369 students graduated from Iowa medical schools, but at least 131 of them had to finish their 
training elsewhere because Iowa had only 238 residency positions available. The story was the same for 
at least 186 students who graduated from Missouri medical schools and 200 who studied at Tennessee 
schools. States such as New York, California, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania were happy to take 
them—all four states took in more residents than students they trained. (Beitsch, 8/11) 

Los Angeles Times: In a First, California Agrees to Pay for Transgender Inmate's Sex 
Reassignment  
California is first in the nation to agree to pay for a transgender inmate's sex reassignment operation, but 
the state's settlement of a recent court case sidesteps the question of whether such surgery is a 
constitutional right. The state concedes that Shiloh Quine, who entered the California prison system in 
1980 as Rodney, suffers severe gender dysphoria that can be treated only by physically conforming her 
body to her psychological gender. (St. John, 8/10) 

USA Today: Cities Put Nurse Practitioners Alongside Paramedics 
ANAHEIM, Calif. — A home-bound heart patient called 911. His leg hurt where a catheter was inserted, 
but he didn't complain of chest pains. To paramedic Scott Fox, it was the kind of call that might have 
meant automatically rushing the man to a hospital emergency room. "There was no talking him out of it," 
Fox recalls. But now he had another option. He arrived at the man's home with a nurse practitioner, 
Victoria Morrison, who calmed him down, checked him out and contacted his cardiologist to set up a next 
day appointment. "We saved the ER visit for a patient, which wouldn't have done anything for him 
anyways," Fox says. This city is one of several around the country that are looking to provide better 
patient care and cut costs by having nurse practitioners ride alongside paramedics on non-urgent calls. 
When it comes to a twisted ankle or minor stomach pain, the two work together to find a solution that 
avoids a trip to the ER. (Smouse, 8/10) 
 
Medical Daily: Pediatric Health Care Is Difficult to Access in Some States; Analysis 
Reveals Gaps for Publicly Insured Kids 
Covering costs isn’t the only hurdle people face when it comes to securing health care for children in the 
United States. Accessibility and availability can be the difference between a child receiving quality care 
and/or being neglected of necessary treatment. A team of statisticians recently compared pediatric care 
across the country and revealed the different problems in seven major states: California, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, North Carolina, and Tennessee. The findings, presented at the 2015 
Joint Statistical Meeting on Monday, not only highlighted these disparities, but also ranked states based 
on the level of improvement and intervention they needed to improve health care issues. (Olson, 8/10) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Nurses Union Endorses Bernie Sanders  
Hillary Clinton lost her first national labor endorsement Monday when the 185,000-member National 
Nurses United endorsed Bernie Sanders. The NNU endorsed Sanders at a “Brunch with Bernie” event at 
union headquarters in Oakland, California. The nurses group is the second AFL-CIO member union to 
issue an endorsement; the first, the 1.6-million member American Federation of Teachers, endorsed 
Clinton in June. (Mahoney, 8/10) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

KPCC: A 'Dramatic Change:' More Medical Schools Teach Costs 
Traditionally, medical students haven't been taught how to talk with their patients about the costs of 
treatments and medications. The thinking was that doctors should offer their best advice to all patients, 
regardless of their insurance or ability to pay. But in a huge departure from the past, the vast majority of 
the country's medical schools now integrate discussions of cost, value and effectiveness into their 
curricula. (Plevin, 8/11) 
 
Modern Healthcare: CMS Delays Insurance Payout Data from ACA's Risk Corridors 
The federal government has postponed the release of data that will show how much health insurance 
companies will receive or be charged under an Affordable Care Act program meant to mitigate the risk of 
taking on previously uninsured members. All health insurers that sold plans on the ACA's exchanges had 
to submit information on the risk corridors program by July 31. The CMS planned to publish data Aug. 14, 
but the agency pushed back the release to an unknown date because there were inconsistencies in the 
data. (Herman, 8/10) 
 
The Washington Times: States That Embraced Obamacare See Progress in Cutting 
Uninsured Rates: Gallup Poll 
States that fully embraced Obamacare have done better at cutting their rates of uninsured, according to a 
new Gallup survey that suggests the law is having its intended effect of getting more coverage for more 
people. Arkansas and Kentucky led the way, cutting their ranks of uninsured by 13 percent and 11 
percent, respectively, over the last two years, or just as the law fully phased in with its state-based 
exchanges and tax subsidies to help Americans afford plans, and with broader Medicaid coverage. 
(Howell, Jr., 8/10) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Wall Street Journal: Startups Vie to Build an Uber for Health Care  
Heal is one of several startups putting a high-tech spin on old-fashioned house calls—or “in-person 
visits,” since they can take place anywhere. The services provide a range of nonemergency medical 
care—from giving flu shots to treating strep throats and stitching lacerations—much like a mobile urgent-
care clinic. The companies use slightly different models. Pager, in New York City, dispatches doctors or 
nurse practitioners via Uber, for $200. Heal, in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Orange County, Calif., 
promises to “get a doctor to your sofa in under an hour” for $99. (Beck, 8/11) 

The Hill: CVS to Pay Feds $450K to Settle Dispute Over Forged Prescriptions  
CVS Health Corp. is agreeing to pay the government $450,000 to resolve allegations that some of its 
Rhode Island stores filled invalid prescriptions and maintained deficient records. “It should come as no 
surprise to any Rhode Island citizen — individual or corporate — that diversion and misuse of prescription 
painkillers are a public health crisis in the State of Rhode Island,” U.S. Attorney Peter F. Neronha said in 
a statement announcing the deal. The U.S. Attorney’s Office, along with the Drug Enforcement Agency, 
investigated several CVS pharmacy locations in Rhode Island for two years for filling prescriptions for 
controlled substances with a “high potential for abuse.” (Shabad, 8/10) 
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Reuters: Pharmacy Benefit Manager CVS Urges Rewrite for U.S. Heart Guidelines  
CVS Health Corp, the second largest manager of drug benefit plans for U.S. employers and insurers, 
asked heart specialists on Monday to revamp guidelines for treating patients with high cholesterol after 
the launch of new, expensive medications. The unusual move is the latest salvo in the war on escalating 
U.S. healthcare costs, with insurers using aggressive tactics to extract steep price discounts from 
drugmakers, even for the newest medications, and controlling patient access to the most expensive 
drugs. (Beasley, 8/10) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Des Moines Register: Privatizing Medicaid No Cure for What Ails it  
Medicaid is a massive government program that consumes about 476 billion tax dollars each year. Given 
its size, and the bureaucracy that surrounds it, it stands to reason that a certain amount of fraud is 
unavoidable. ... That point is underscored in a new report from the DHHS Office of Inspector General. It 
shows that roughly 12 percent of the Medicaid-funded service providers who have been kicked out of 
their state-run Medicaid programs for fraud or quality issues are still able to participate in other states’ 
Medicaid programs. ... One of the main culprits is managed care, which should be of concern to Iowans 
since the state is now moving toward the privatization of Medicaid administration. The OIG found that 25 
of the 41 states that use managed care to deliver Medicaid services don’t require providers to be enrolled 
with the state Medicaid agency. That’s a problem because the states cannot terminate providers, even for 
fraud, if they are not directly enrolled in the program — a critical deficiency that DHHS says it’s working to 
correct. (8/10) 

USA Today: Taking Women’s Health to Heart  
Here’s a fact that should make your blood pressure rise: Heart disease and stroke cost the United States 
almost a billion dollars a day. A billion dollars. That's more than the annual budget of the Small Business 
Administration; more than twice the annual funding for the Peace Corps. ... Women’s health is at the 
heart of the epidemic we face. Cardiovascular disease is the top killer of women in the United States; it 
kills more U.S. women each year than all cancers combined, and has claimed more women’s lives than 
men’s for more than 20 years. (Ronald O. Perelman, 8/10) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 12, 2015 
 
KQED: Despite Parity Laws, Equal Access to Mental Health Care Slow Going in California 
In February, two years after assessing the second largest fine in its history, the California Department of 
Managed Health Care stepped in again, finding that Kaiser had improved somewhat but still was short-
changing patients on mental health care. The state is considering another fine against the health 
maintenance organization. California has taken perhaps the most proactive stance in the nation in 
enforcing laws to ensure people with mental illnesses have fair and timely access to care. But even in this 
state, it’s proving difficult to ensure mental patients truly have equal access to treatment. (Gold, 8/12) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Senators Address Solutions to Foster Care System's 
Reliance on Psych Meds  
In a sharp rebuke, the chairman of a powerful Senate committee on Tuesday admonished state officials 
for failing many of California's 63,000 foster children, who critics say are too often prescribed powerful 
psychiatric drugs with little follow-up or coordinated care. (Seipel, 8/11) 

Los Angeles Times: UCLA Sued Over Recent Hospital Records Hacking  
UCLA Health System failed to properly secure its records and quickly notify as many as 4.5 million 
patients in a recent hacking incident, a new lawsuit contends. A Redlands law firm has filed a lawsuit on 
behalf of Los Angeles resident Miguel Ortiz, a patient of UCLA since 2011, seeking class-action status on 
behalf of all current and former patients of the health system. (Shively, 8/11) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Scientists Say Fetal Tissue Essential for Medical Research  
The furor on Capitol Hill over Planned Parenthood has stoked a debate about the use of tissue from 
aborted fetuses in medical research, but U.S. scientists have been using such cells for decades to 
develop vaccines and seek treatments for a host of ailments, from vision loss to cancer and AIDS. Anti-
abortion activists triggered the uproar by releasing undercover videos of Planned Parenthood officials that 
raised questions of whether the organization was profiting from the sale of fetal tissue. Planned 
Parenthood has denied making any profit and said it charges fees solely to cover its costs. (Binkley and 
Johnson, 8/11) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Large Employers Look to Tighten Control of Costs for Expensive 
Drugs 
More than half of large employers in 2016 will aim to more tightly manage employees’ use of high-priced 
specialty drugs, one of the fastest-growing expenses in their health plans. Despite those efforts, 
companies still expect the cost of specialty drugs that are carefully administered to treat conditions such 
as cancer, HIV and hepatitis C to continue rising at a double-digit annual rate — well ahead of the pace 
for traditional pharmacy drugs or companies’ overall spending on health benefits, according to the 
National Business Group on Health. (Gillespie, 8/12) 
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USA Today: Federal Report: 7 Million Fewer Americans Uninsured This Year  
The number of Americans without health insurance dropped from 36 million last year to 29 million in the 
first quarter of this year, according to the latest in a string of reports showing uninsured rates are on the 
decline. The newest report, released by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National 
Center for Health Statistics on Wednesday, contains early estimates from the National Health Interview 
Survey, which are based on data for 26,121 people from across the nation. The estimate of 29 million, 
which represents 9.2% of Americans, reflects the portion of respondents who reported being uninsured at 
the time of the interview. (Ungar, 8/12) 

The Washington Post: NIH: More Than 1 in 10 American Adults Experience Chronic Pain 
America is a nation in pain, according to a new analysis by researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health. How much pain, exactly? More than 25 million American adults -- about 11.2 percent -- reported 
having pain every day for the previous three months. Researchers said the same data suggests that more 
than 23 million Americans felt "a lot" of pain in the preceding months, and more than 126 million -- or 
more than half of all U.S. adults -- reported experiencing some sort of pain during the same period. 
(Dennis, 8/11) 
 
KQED: How Rudeness in Health Care Can Hurt Patients 
Say you’re at work, at a training workshop. You’re told that a visiting expert will be observing you. Just 
before the training starts, he makes a brief statement, telling you and your colleagues that he’s “not 
impressed” with the quality of work he’s seen at your organization. Rude, huh? Maybe upsetting? But 
would such behavior affect how you do your job? A new analysis published Monday in the 
journal Pediatrics found exactly that — even mild rudeness can have “adverse consequences” on how 
medical teams diagnose and treat patients. (Tran, 8/11) 

The New York Times: House Republicans, Seizing on Health Law, Challenge Executive 
Branch  
Jo-Marie St. Martin, counsel to Speaker John A. Boehner and a ferocious defender of the rights of the 
House, quietly put the word out that the leadership was looking for potential lawsuit targets so it could 
challenge the White House in court. ... They settled on the health care law, now at the center of a little-
noticed legal fight that could redefine the balance of power in Washington. A federal judge is expected to 
rule soon on whether the House can sue the executive branch for usurping its authority over spending — 
its vaunted “power of the purse” — in a case resulting from years of bitter struggle between the Obama 
administration and the Republican House over who controls which levers of power. (Hulse, 8/11) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Philadelphia Inquirer: New Drugs for Ultra High Cholesterol Cause Pricing Debate  
The debate about the appropriate price for medicine now includes a new group of drugs designed to treat 
ultra-high cholesterol, called PCSK-9 inhibitors. Praluent - made by Regeneron and distributed by its 
partner Sanofi - is the first of the group to hit the market. It is meant to lower the LDL - "bad" cholesterol - 
of patients with hypercholesterolemia. Amgen is working on a similar drug that might be approved soon. 
(Sell, 8/11) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Fortune: How to Tackle America’s Physician Shortage  
Since the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was enacted in 2010, 16.4 million Americans have entered the 
healthcare system. This record number of insured individuals applies tremendous pressure on an already 
stretched system, but it also creates opportunities for innovation. ... Many health centers are responding 
to the pressure of serving more patients (including those with costly, chronic conditions) by engaging, 
training, and redeploying medical assistants (MAs) and other frontline health workers. With the right 
training, MAs can perform advanced tasks such as panel management, health coaching, scribing, and 
other clinical duties. This allows doctors and nurses to work at the top of their licensure by delegating 
clinical tasks to MAs and other frontline workers. (Barbara Dyer and Tom Strong, 8/10) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 13, 2015 
 
California Healthline: CURES Controversy Rekindled 
A yearlong study released last month suggests Kentucky's new law requiring physicians and pharmacists 
to register with and use the state's new electronic prescription drug monitoring system is working. Two 
weeks ago, New Jersey became the 10th state to establish a "meaningful mandate" requiring physicians 
to check a database before prescribing certain drugs, according to the Brandeis Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program Center of Excellence. California is not one of the 10. (Lauer, 8/13) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: New For-Profit Medical School on Track to Start Classes 
in Fall 
The new for-profit medical school in Elk Grove has enrolled 52 students so far and expects to meet its 
goal — an inaugural class of 60. California Northstate University School of Medicine officials said they 
have received more than 700 applications since receiving a key accreditation in June. That approval 
allowed the school to start seeking and enrolling students. Orientation begins August 31. Classes start 
Sept. 8. A small number of students will remain on a wait list but hundreds of applications are already 
coming in for the fall of 2016. (Robertson, 8/12) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: First Lady’s Healthy Kids Director Aims to Get Things Done  
Seven months ago, Eschmeyer’s path led her to the White House. She’s the senior policy adviser for 
nutrition policy and, perhaps more important, the newest executive director of Michelle Obama’s five-year-
old initiative to reduce childhood obesity. A lifelong child nutrition advocate, Eschmeyer says: “I’m used to 
getting things done.” On her to-do list: protecting a federal law that introduced healthier foods in schools. 
(Superville, 8/13) 

Reuters: U.S. Warns States Against Defunding Planned Parenthood  
The U.S. government has warned states moving to defund women's health group Planned Parenthood 
that they may be in conflict with federal law, officials said on Wednesday. The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, a federal agency, was in contact with officials in Louisiana and Alabama this month, 
said a spokesperson for the agency's parent, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The 
agency warned those two states that their plans to terminate Medicaid provider agreements with Planned 
Parenthood may illegally restrict beneficiary access to services, the spokesperson said in a statement. 
(Cassella, 8/12) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Kasich Defends Immigrants as ‘Contributing Significantly’  
As he often does, Kasich devoted a significant portion of his remarks to those living “in the shadows” of 
society. He promised to help the mentally ill and drug addicts who end up in prisons and the working poor 
who don’t have health care. “I don’t know how the Republican Party ever got itself put in the trick bag by 
somehow saying that if we care about people who are down and out, and we want to give them a chance 
to succeed, then somehow that’s not conservative,” Kasich said. “I think conservatism is about giving 
everybody a chance — demanding personal responsibility — but allowing people to pursue their God-
given purpose is conservative.” (Peoples, 8/12) 
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QUALITY 

Reuters: Race, Sex May Influence Who Calls an Ambulance for Stroke Symptoms  
Only about half of stroke patients use emergency medical services (EMS) to get to the hospital, but white 
women are the most likely to call an ambulance while blacks and Hispanics of both sexes are least likely, 
a new U.S. study finds. Race and gender seemed to influence who calls for an ambulance most often, 
even when the researchers took other factors like age, health insurance, geographic location, medical 
history and stroke symptoms into account, said lead author Heidi Mochari-Greenberger of Columbia 
University Medical Center in New York. (Doyle, 8/12) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

NBC News: Share of Latinos Without Health Coverage Down to 28.3 Percent  
Newly released federal data show just 28.3 percent of adult Hispanics lacked health insurance in the first 
three months of the year. The National Center for Health Statistics reported that Hispanic adults had the 
greatest percentage point decrease in the uninsured rate between 2013, when the uninsured rate was 
40.6 percent, and the first three months of this year, 28.3 percent. (8/12) 

The Washington Post: No, Obamacare Isn’t Killing Full-Time Jobs, New Evidence Shows 
President Obama's health-care reform hasn't meant less time on the job for American workers, according 
to three newly published studies that challenge one of the main arguments raised by critics of the 
Affordable Care Act. One provision of the law, which is widely known as Obamacare, requires businesses 
with more than 50 employees to offer health insurance to those working at least 30 hours a week. 
That mandate took effect this year. (Ehrenfreund, 8/12) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Large Employers Look to Tighten Control of Costs for Expensive 
Drugs  
More than half of large employers in 2016 will aim to more tightly manage employees’ use of high-priced 
specialty drugs, one of the fastest-growing expenses in their health plans. Despite those efforts, 
companies still expect the cost of specialty drugs that are carefully administered to treat conditions such 
as cancer, HIV and hepatitis C to continue rising at a double-digit annual rate — well ahead of the pace 
for traditional pharmacy drugs or companies’ overall spending on health benefits, according to the 
National Business Group on Health. (Gillsepie, 8/12) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

USA Today: Medical Scopes Alert Came Too Late: Our View  
When you go to a hospital, you don’t expect the device used for treatment to harm you. Yet since 2008, 
scores of patients across the country have been sickened, and some have died, from infections linked to 
contaminated medical scopes. Compounding the tragedy is that many of the illnesses might have been 
prevented if the Food and Drug Administration, which regulates medical devices, had done its job with a 
greater sense of urgency. (8/12) 
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Los Angeles Times: Sugar is a Problem, But Are Proposed New Labels a Solution?  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is shifting its obesity focus from fat to sugar, as it should. Recent 
studies have provided evidence of how overconsumption of sugar, often through sodas and energy 
drinks, has contributed to the rise of weight-related health problems among Americans. But the FDA's 
draft proposal to add labeling information on sugar has so many problematic inconsistencies that it could 
backfire. (8/12) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 14, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Wants Public Health Innovations 
California health officials on Thursday called on entrepreneurs and community innovators across the state 
to come up with out-of-the-box ideas for changing health approaches in six broad categories. It's called 
the Let's Get Healthy Innovation Challenge and is part of the plan advanced by Let's Get Healthy 
California task force, a stakeholder task force convened by the governor and the California Health and 
Human Services agency to make major changes in the health of the state's residents. (Gorn, 8/14) 
 
Modern Healthcare: CMS Approves California Fix for Medicaid Pregnancy Glitch 
California has received approval from the Obama administration to extend full Medicaid coverage to low-
income pregnant women, patching an odd glitch in the Affordable Care Act's coverage expansion. Even 
though California extended full Medicaid coverage under the Affordable Care Act to all women in 
households earning up to 138% of the federal poverty level, women who are pregnant at the time they 
enroll are given a limited set of benefits because of a previous federal mandate requiring states to at least 
cover pregnancy-related services (but allowing them to cover less). (Dickson, 8/13) 
 
The California Health Report: Advocates Urge the State to Gather More Data on Children 
in Medi-Cal  
Although more than half of California’s children are enrolled in the state’s low-income health program, the 
state does not report how many of them are born at a low birth weight, receive a developmental screening 
in their first three years of life or have a suicide-risk assessment if they have a major depressive disorder. 
These are just a few of the indicators that the federal government uses to assess the quality of the Medi-
Cal program, which will cost the state about $18 billion this year. (Guzik, 8/13) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Carly Fiorina: Parents Should Not Be Forced to Vaccinate Their 
Children  
GOP presidential hopeful Carly Fiorina said Thursday that parents should not be forced to vaccinate their 
children against diseases like measles and mumps, although she added that public school systems can 
forbid unvaccinated children from attending. "When in doubt, it is always the parent's choice," Fiorina said 
during a town hall in an agricultural building in rural Iowa on Thursday evening. "When in doubt, it must 
always be the parent's choice." (Johnson, 8/13) 

ProPublica: Insurance Lobby That Fought Hillarycare and Obamacare Now Has Sturdy 
Bridges to Democrats  
When the former head of the U.S. government’s health insurance programs was hired in July to run a 
lobby that had spent tens of millions of dollars trying to derail Obamacare, it was more than just another 
spin of Washington’s revolving door. Marilyn Tavenner, former administrator of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, became chief executive of America’s Health Insurance Plans, the industry’s main 
lobbying group, which is known as AHIP. As the latest of a half-dozen prominent architects and overseers 
of Obamacare to move into the health industry, her move signified growing ties between health insurers 
and Democrats despite battles over the Affordable Care Act. (MacGillis, 8/13) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Health Law Sign-ups Keep Growing, Uninsured Rate Declines  
Nearly a million people signed up for health insurance under the Affordable Care Act even after the 
official enrollment season ended, helping push the share of uninsured Americans below 10 percent and 
underscoring how hard it could be for Republicans to dismantle the program. The Health and Human 
Services Department said Thursday that 943,934 new customers had signed up since open enrollment 
ended on Feb. 22, benefiting from “special enrollment periods” keyed to life changes and other 
circumstances. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 8/13) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: How Much is That Eye Exam? Study Probes the Elusive Quest for 
Health Care Prices  
Let’s say you’re having trouble reading this. The words are a little fuzzy. You might need glasses or a new 
prescription. So you call to make an appointment for an eye exam and ask how much the visit will cost. 
You’re going to pay for the appointment because your insurance plan has a deductible that you haven’t 
met. Seems like a simple question, but be prepared: There’s a good chance you won’t get a simple 
answer. (Bebinger, 8/14) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Huffington Post: New Report Confirms What the GOP Won't Admit: Obamacare is 
Working  
When Republicans carry on about what a “disaster” the Affordable Care Act is, they rarely acknowledge 
that the law is helping millions of people get health insurance. But we don’t need Republicans to tell us 
these things. We have data. And now we have some more. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on Wednesday released the latest results of the National Health Interview Survey. According 
to the survey, just 9.2 percent of the population, or about 29 million people, had no coverage during the 
first three months of 2015. That’s down from 11.5 percent in 2014, 14.4 percent in 2013, and 16 percent 
back in 2010. (Jonathan Cohn, 8/12) 
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