
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 3, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: Providence and St. Joseph Hospital Chains Are in Talks to Merge  
Two major Catholic hospital systems with a big presence across the Southland — Providence Health & 
Services and St. Joseph Health — want to join forces amid an industry wide consolidation drive. The two 
health systems said Friday that they had signed a letter of intent to merge into a single organization. But 
they cautioned that discussions are in the "very early stages" and details about a partnership might not be 
finalized for several months. (Shively and Terhune, 7/31) 

International Business Times: California Health Insurance for All Undocumented 
Immigrants? State Looks to Sidestep Obamacare and Cover Uninsured 
When it comes to healthcare, California has been staunchly progressive, even aggressive, in its 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act. It set up its own health exchange, called Covered California, 
and expanded Medi-Cal, the state’s version of Medicaid. However, one area where California has 
struggled to make inroads in expanding health insurance is among undocumented immigrants, who 
account for at least 2 million people in the state. The Golden State has sought to devise ways to legally 
skirt federal policies that hinder undocumented immigrants from accessing health insurance.  (Whitman, 
7/30) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Kaiser Health News: Fetal Tissue Attack is Latest Tactic in Long GOP Fight Against 
Planned Parenthood  
Republican calls to defund Planned Parenthood over its alleged handling of fetal tissue for research are 
louder than ever. But they are just the latest in a decades-long drive to halt federal support for the group. 
This round of attacks aims squarely at the collection of fetal tissue, an issue that had been mostly settled 
— with broad bipartisan support — in the early 1990s. Among those who voted to allow federal funding 
for fetal tissue research was now-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. McConnell made no 
mention of his previous position when he announced that the Senate would take up a bill to cut off 
Planned Parenthood’s access to federal funds before leaving for its summer break. The first vote on the 
bill is expected as soon as Monday. (Rovner, 8/3) 

The Hill: Signs of Division in the GOP on Obamacare Repeal  
Senate Republican leaders this week narrowly averted an intra-party battle over ObamaCare by again 
promising to get a repeal bill to the president’s desk through budget reconciliation. But the use of 
reconciliation — a budget tool that allows bills to bypass the Senate’s 60-vote threshold — is still a matter 
of debate among Republicans in Congress. (Ferris, 8/3) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: GOP Hopefuls Prep for First 2016 Debate - and Donald Trump  
Anticipating Trump's debate strategy has become a constant conversation for campaign aides who worry 
the other candidates' messages will be lost in a flood of rhetoric and provocative attacks. Former Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry signaled he'll focus on questioning Trump's Republican credentials, if he makes it onto 
the debate stage. Trump previously backed a single-payer health care system and abortion rights, in 
addition to praising President Barack Obama and Hillary Rodham Clinton in public remarks. (Lerer, 8/2) 
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Fox News: New Emails Show Clinton's Efforts on Hill Helped Pass Obamacare, After 
Failed '93 Effort  
The essential narrative is that Hillary Clinton’s efforts to help pass comprehensive health care failed while 
President Obama’s were a success. But a new batch of Clinton emails released Friday show just how 
influential she was as the Obama administration’s secretary of state in getting the Affordable Care Act 
passed. (Pergram, 8/1) 

MEDICAID 

Modern Healthcare: Blog: GAO to CMS: 'I Told You So' on Medicaid Advice 
To celebrate Medicaid's 50th birthday, the Government Accountability Office is taking a look at all the 
ways it has told the CMS to improve the program, but the agency has yet to act on. In a 90-plus page 
report released Thursday, the watchdog agency took a walk down memory lane, reviewing reports on 
Medicaid dating to January 2005. In all, the GAO has made more than 80 recommendations regarding 
Medicaid, some of which the CMS has implemented. But there are numerous suggestions that have fallen 
on deaf ears, and, the GAO says, if only they were implemented, program integrity and oversight could be 
improved. (Dickson, 7/31) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Bigger May Be Better for Health Insurers, but Doubts Remain for 
Consumers  
Deals among the nation’s largest health insurers in recent weeks have been almost head-spinning. But 
whatever the details, if the combinations are finalized, the result will be an industry dominated by three 
colossal insurers. Consumer advocates, policy experts and former regulators say that what may be good 
for the insurers may not be good for consumers, especially in the wake of a similar frenzy of deal-making 
among hospitals and doctors’ groups. (Abelson, 8/2) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Advocates Say Mental Health ‘Parity’ Law is Not Fulfilling its 
Promise  
When Michael Kamins opened the letter from his insurer, he was enraged. His 20-year old son recently 
had been hospitalized twice with bipolar disorder and rescued from the brink of suicide, he said. Now, the 
insurer said he had improved and it was no longer medically necessary for the young man to see his 
psychiatrist two times a week. The company would pay for two visits per month. "There was steam 
coming out of my ears," Kamins recalled, his face reddening at the memory of that day in June 2012. 
"This is my kid’s life!" (Gold, 8/3) 

KQED: Doctors Struggle with Unconscious Bias, Same as Police 
Even as health overall has improved in the U.S., the disparities in treatment and outcomes between white 
patients, and black and Latino patients, are almost as big as they were 50 years ago. A growing body of 
research suggests that doctors’ unconscious behaviors play a role in these statistics, and the Institute of 
Medicine has called for more studies looking at discrimination and prejudice. (Dembosky, 8/3) 
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Los Angeles Times: Variety of Medical Scopes Pose the Risk of Serious Infection  
A doctor reported in December that a medical scope commonly used to examine patients' lungs had 
infected 14 people with a superbug that kills half its victims. Yet another type of scope, used to see inside 
the bladder, sickened three patients with a different bacteria in March, according to a nurse. The device 
was sent to the manufacturer, which found "foreign substances" inside despite cleaning. (Petersen, 8/2) 

NPR: Less-Addictive Opioids Could Boost Drug Firms' Image  
Drug users are testing opioids that are less prone to abuse than current drugs. David Crow of the 
Financial Times tells NPR's Rachel Martin the drugs could also boost profits for pharmaceutical firms. 
(8/2) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Vaccine-Injured Children, Adults Can Seek Compensation 
From Federal Government  
Vaccines remain one of the greatest success stories in public health. But for some Americans, rare side 
effects of inoculations have led to hardship, serious injury, even death. For almost three decades, the 
federal government has quietly acknowledged as much: It has paid out more than $3.2 billion to 4,150 
individuals and families for injuries caused by everything from flu, diphtheria and tetanus shots to 
whooping cough vaccines. (Seipel, 8/2) 

KQED: Why Latinos Aren’t Taking the Anti-HIV Pill — and Why They Should Consider it 
In California, New York, Texas and elsewhere, health workers are trying to get more high-risk Latino men 
to use the drug, Truvada. The medication, which is used for “Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis” or PrEP, was 
approved by the FDA in 2012 for HIV prevention and has been shown to be more than 90 percent 
effective when used correctly. But health workers are encountering barriers among many Latinos. 
(Gorman, 8/1) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: A Health Care Safety Net the Public Loves  
Recent public surveys show that Americans strongly support Medicare and Medicaid, the twin pillars of 
the health care safety net, and that approval of the Affordable Care Act, President Obama’s health care 
reform law, is steadily rising. The popularity of these three government programs is a stiff warning to 
critics, mostly Republicans, who seek to radically change or demolish them. (8/3) 

Bloomberg: Spending More on Health Care is Actually Sort of Good  
In recent years, the growth of health-care costs has slowed down. This is great news for the federal 
budget, and for those of us who, you know, get health care occasionally. Unfortunately, researchers from 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services project that the good news may be over. With the 
population aging, the economy recovering, and the federal health-care plan expanding coverage, they 
expect health care cost growth to average almost 6 percent over the next decade. (Megan McArdle, 7/31) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 4, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Issues Whooping Cough Warning 
On Monday, the California Department of Public Health issued a warning, particularly to prospective 
mothers, about the prevalence and danger of pertussis, also known as whooping cough, and the need to 
increase the vaccination rate against the disease. Whooping cough can be deadly for infants and is 
responsible for one infant death already this year. (Gorn, 8/4) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: State Lawmaker Takes Aim at Clinics that Provide Fetal 
Tissue for Research 
Republican Assemblyman Jim Patterson from Fresno announced legislation Monday that would eliminate 
state funding for any clinic in California that provides fetal tissue for research. The Fetal Tissue 
Exploitation Prevention Act comes in response to undercover videos that show a Planned Parenthood 
executive talking about the sale of aborted fetuses for research. (Robertson, 8/4) 

Kaiser Health News: Competition Improves Obamacare Choices in Rural Northern 
California  
People who live in rural Northern California will see more choice and competition in the health insurance 
marketplace next year, giving consumers a better chance of finding a plan — and a doctor — that can 
meet their needs. The changes, announced last week by the state’s Affordable Care Act marketplace 
Covered California, will now allow some consumers to cross state lines for care. (Bartolone, 8/4) 

Sacramento Business Journal: Worry About Medi-Cal Funding, Vaccine Bill Crank Up 
Health-Care Lobbying 
Concern over Medi-Cal funding and a bill requiring vaccination for children inflated spending on health 
care lobbying in the second quarter. The total jumped by almost 45 percent over the same period a year 
ago. Companies and organizations spent almost $14.7 million on lobbying related to health in the quarter 
ended June 30, according to new figures on the Secretary of State’s website. (Robertson, 8/3) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Republican Effort to Strip Planned Parenthood Funding Stalls in 
Senate  
The 53-46 procedural vote fell short of the 60 ayes needed to proceed with a bill that would immediately 
stop funding for the beleaguered women’s health-care provider. But the willingness of GOP leaders to 
bring the measure to a vote showed the new political importance of a social issue that had been sidelined 
just a month ago and heralded higher-stakes showdowns to come. (DeBonis, 8/3) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Los Angeles Times: Crowded GOP Presidential Field Races Through Campaign Forum  
A Republican presidential forum on Monday felt more like speed dating than a typical political event. ... 
The 14 who showed up offered near unanimous agreement on talking points popular with Republican 
voters: Obamacare must be repealed. Planned Parenthood must be cut off from federal funds. President 
Obama’s proposed agreement with Iran to curb that nation’s ability to acquire a nuclear weapon 
jeopardizes Americans. (Mehta, 8/3) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Center for Public Integrity: Obamacare Research Institute Plans to Spend $3.5 
Billion, But Critics Question its Worth  
Business has been brisk at the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute or, PCORI, as it is known. 
The institute was created by Congress under the Affordable Care Act to figure out what medical 
treatments work best — measures largely AWOL from the nation’s health care delivery system. Since 
2012, PCORI has committed just over $1 billion to 591 “comparative effectiveness” contracts to find some 
answers, with much more spending to come. Money has thus far gone to researchers and medical 
schools, advocacy groups and even the insurance industry’s lobbying group, which snagged $500,000. 
(Schulte, 8/4) 

USA Today: Obamacare Reduces Maximum Out-Of-Pocket Costs, but Not Enough for 
Some  
Obamacare went a long way toward preventing the insurmountable medical bills that led to a large 
percentage of U.S. bankruptcies. But for many people, the $6,600 per-person, per-year cap on out-of-
pocket costs might as well be $600,000, it's so unlikely they could pay it. (O'Donnell and Ungar, 8/3) 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: Statistic on Safety of Medical Scopes 'Inaccurate, Outdated,' 
Researchers Say  
For decades, doctors reassured patients about the safety of medical scopes with a single statistic. ... The 
estimate — that the risk of getting a serious infection from an endoscope is just 1 in 1.8 million 
procedures — brought relief. It implied that the danger was virtually nonexistent. But the statistic is 22 
years old. And even then it was wrong. (Petersen, 8/4) 

Reuters: New Cocktails to Test Limits of Cancer Drug Pricing  
New cancer drug cocktails set to reach the market in the next few years will test the limits of premium 
pricing for life-saving medicines, forcing company executives to consider fresh market strategies. The 
growing reluctance of governments and private insurers to fund very expensive drugs - even remarkably 
effective ones - points to a showdown as manufacturers mix and match therapies that harness the 
immune system to fight tumors. (Hirschler, 8/3) 

The Associated Press: FDA Clears First 3-D Printed Prescription Drug  
The Food and Drug Administration has approved the first prescription drug made through 3-D printing: a 
dissolvable tablet that treats seizures. Aprecia Pharmaceuticals said Monday the FDA approved its drug 
Spritam for adults and children who suffer from certain types of seizures caused by epilepsy. The tablet is 
manufactured in a layered process via 3-D printing and dissolves when taken with liquid. (8/3) 

Bloomberg: Aetna Beats Profit Estimates on Government Insurance Growth  
Aetna Inc., the No. 3 U.S. health insurer by enrollment, raised its full-year earnings forecast after 
reporting profit that topped analysts’ estimates as it added more members in government insurance 
programs. Aetna agreed last month to buy Humana Inc. to expand in Medicare, while Anthem Inc. 
announced a deal for Cigna Corp. (Tracer, 8/3) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Pregnancy – A Touchy Subject in Employee Wellness Health 
Assessments  
"Are you pregnant?" It’s a topic employers generally avoid, since the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 
1978 prohibited sex discrimination on the basis of pregnancy. But women’s advocates fear these long-
standing protections could be undermined by some workplace wellness programs. (Appleby, 8/4) 

Reuters: Women, Blacks Lose More Years of Life After Heart Attack  
Heart attacks seem to have a bigger effect on life expectancy for women and African Americans than for 
white men, a new study shows. Women and men live equally long after heart attack -- but because 
women in general tend to live longer than men, the women should be living longer after a heart attack, 
too, according to lead author Dr. Emily M. Bucholz of the Yale School of Medicine and Yale School of 
Public Health in New Haven, Connecticut. (Doyle, 8/3) 

Reuters: U.S. Panel: More Research Needed to Justify Universal Autism Screening  
An influential U.S. health panel said on Monday it needs more evidence to support universal screening for 
autism in young children who show no developmental problems, in a departure from recommendations 
issued by other medical groups. The proposed guideline, from the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, 
an independent, government-backed panel that recommends whether to adopt screening tests for various 
conditions, applies to children aged 18 to 30 months who show no signs of an autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD). (Seaman, 8/3) 

NPR: Could Your Child's Picky Eating Be a Sign of Depression?  
One of the frequent trials of parenthood is dealing with a picky eater. About 20 percent of children ages 2 
to 6 have such a narrow idea of what they want to eat that it can make mealtime a battleground. A study 
published Monday in the journal Pediatrics shows that, in extreme cases, picky eating can be associated 
with deeper trouble, such as depression or social anxiety. (Harris, 8/3) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times' The Upshot: Don’t Blame Medicaid for Rise in Health Care 
Spending  
Health care spending growth has moderated in recent years, but it’s still putting tremendous strain on 
state and local governments. A recent analysis by The Pew Charitable Trusts revealed that it consumed 
31 percent of state and local government revenue in 2013, nearly doubling from 1987. But Medicaid — 
the state-based health care program for low-income Americans — is not the chief culprit. Health care 
benefits for public employees and retirees, not Medicaid, account for a majority of the growth in state and 
local health care spending. (Austin Frakt, 8/3) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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Kaiser Health News: Hospitals Seeking an Edge Turn to Unlikely Adviser: A Car Maker  
The equipment closet for the operating rooms at Los Angeles County Harbor-UCLA Hospital was a mess. 
Nurses had to maneuver through a maze of wheelchairs, beds, boxes and lights to find the necessary 
surgical supplies. 'It looked kind of like a dog pile of equipment,' said Dawna Willsey, a clinical director at 
the hospital. 'It was every man for themselves trying to find anything.' As public hospitals like Harbor-
UCLA try to cut costs and make patients happier, administrators have turned to an unlikely ally: Toyota. 
They are adapting the car maker’s production system to healthcare, changing longstanding practices 
such as how to store equipment, schedule surgeries and discharge patients. The philosophy, known as 
lean, depends on a continuous team effort to pare inefficiency and improve quality. (Gorman, 8/5) 

California Healthline: Telehealth Niche for Special-Needs Kids 
Telehealth could be an important component of health care for special-needs children in California, 
according to a report released on Tuesday by the Lucile Packard Foundation for Children's Health, in 
collaboration with UC-Davis Children's Hospital, The Children's Partnership and the Center for Connected 
Health Policy. (Gorn, 8/5) 
 
San Jose Mercury News: AEDs: California Bill is Aimed at Increasing Accessibility of 
Lifesaving Defibrillators 
They're called automated external defibrillators, or AEDs. Experts say that many people are afraid to use 
them and that many building owners and school districts are leery of purchasing the devices because 
they're fearful they'll end up being held liable and sued. This summer, however, a bill is making its way 
through the state Legislature aimed at making the device much more accessible and eliminating the 
liability concerns. (Mattson, 8/5) 
 
California Healthline: Oscar Wants to 'Revolutionize' Health Care. But Will it Even Survive 
Covered California? 
Covered California made it official last week: After two years in the wilderness, UnitedHealthcare will 
return to the state's individual insurance market and begin selling health plans on California's exchange 
later this year. Not much can overshadow news about the nation's largest insurer -- except maybe a story 
about one of the smallest. Hi, Oscar. That's the clever framing that founders of the buzzed-about startup 
health insurer Oscar have used for their website (hioscar.com) and advertisements. And the company will 
soon introduce itself to Californians; Covered California also confirmed that Oscar will start selling plans in 
Los Angeles and Orange County. (Diamond, 8/5) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

CNN: CBO: Defunding Planned Parenthood Could Increase Federal Spending  
A Congressional Budget Office analysis found that defunding Planned Parenthood could increase federal 
spending on Medicaid and other programs. The office, which provides nonpartisan analysis for Congress, 
released the findings Monday, the same day the Senate blocked a bill to defund the women's health 
organization. The analysis was conducted after the staff of Rep. Mike Enzi, R-Wyoming, a cosponsor of 
the Senate bill, asked the CBO to weigh in on the matter. The office said some of the services Planned 
Parenthood provides would be used less if the group was defunded, leading to additional births and more 
federal spending. (Scott, 8/4) 
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The Hill: Senators Unveil Bipartisan Mental Health Bill  
Sens. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) and Bill Cassidy (R-La.) introduced a bipartisan mental health reform bill 
on Tuesday. The measure is partly intended as a response to mass gun shootings in each senator’s state 
that were carried out by people with mental health issues. (Sullivan, 8/4) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: Jeb Bush’s Ad-Lib Offers Dems Another Gift  
Another ill-advised ad lib from Jeb Bush, another opportunity for Democrats. Looking to curry favor with 
religious conservatives at the outset of a competitive primary fight, Bush on Tuesday repeated his call to 
cut off funding for Planned Parenthood — and then he went even further, questioning the amount of 
government support for women’s health programs generally. The Romneyesque unforced error drew a 
fast and furious backlash from Democrats, causing Bush to backtrack almost immediately and to 
acknowledge that he “misspoke.” (Stokols, 8/4) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: CVS Earnings Rise Despite no Tobacco Fix  
Pricey specialty drugs helped CVS Health cope with tobacco withdrawal and top analyst expectations in 
the second quarter. But the nation's second-largest drugstore chain also narrowed its full-year earnings 
outlook and issued a third-quarter forecast that fell short of Wall Street's expectations. The Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island, company said that revenue from its biggest business, its pharmacy benefits management 
segment, jumped 12 percent in the second quarter to more than $24 billion, spurred in part by specialty 
drugs. These complex medications treat certain forms of cancer and hepatitis C, among other conditions. 
They often represent treatment breakthroughs but can cost considerably more than other prescriptions. 
Use of these drugs is soaring, and health insurers, employers and other bill payers are relying more on 
companies like CVS Health to help restrain this growth. (Murphy, 8/4) 

The Associated Press: Shire Offers to Buy Baxter Drug Spinoff for $30 Billion  
The Irish drugmaker Shire Is offering to buy Baxalta for about $30 billion in stock as it attempts to solidify 
its strengthening position in rare disease treatments. Earlier this year, Shire said it would pay $5.2 billion 
to acquire NPS Pharmaceuticals Inc., which specializes in drugs for rare conditions. Baxalta, a Deerfield, 
Illinois, company spun off by Baxter International Inc. in July, focuses on bleeding disorders. Treatments 
for rare diseases have become one of the hottest areas of drug industry research in the past several 
years. The Food and Drug Administration approved a record 17 medicines for rare diseases last year, 
about one-third of all drugs. Several hundred more are in testing. (8/4) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Pain Patients Say They Can’t Get Medicine After Crackdown on 
Illegal Rx Drug Trade 
In what may be an unintended side effect of a crackdown on prescription drug abuse, Young and other 
legitimate chronic pain patients are having increasing trouble getting the medicine that allows them to 
function on a daily basis. Young’s pharmacy runs out every month. (Gotbaum, 8/5) 
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Los Angeles Times: Blue Shield of California Owes $82.8 Million in Obamacare Rebates  
Health insurance giant Blue Shield of California owes $82.8 million in rebates to consumers and small 
employers under requirements of the federal health law. The majority of that money, $61.7 million, will be 
divvied up among 454,000 individual policyholders who had Blue Shield coverage in 2014. The average 
rebate is $136. The remaining rebates of $21.1 million are owed to about 19,000 small employers. 
Customers will receive their money by the end of next month, according to the San Francisco insurer. 
(Terhune, 8/4) 

The Associated Press: Tax Filing Problems Could Jeopardize Health Law Aid for 1.8M  
About 1.8 million households that got financial help for health insurance under President Barack Obama's 
law now have issues with their tax returns that could jeopardize their subsidies next year. Administration 
officials say those taxpayers will have to act quickly. "There's still time, but people need to take action 
soon," said Lori Lodes, communications director for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
which runs HealthCare.gov. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 8/4) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Lack of Cooperation Among Health Facilities Mars Antibiotic 
Resistance Fight, CDC Says  
Unless hospitals and other health care facilities begin cooperatively fighting the country’s most aggressive 
antibiotic-resistant germs, infection rates could increase as much as 10 percent over the next five years, 
hitting about 340,000 people annually, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in a 
report released today. Individual institutional efforts, the study said, will not be sufficient to combat these 
germs. Part of the problem, it notes, is that they are spreading as infected patients move between 
hospitals, nursing homes and long-term care facilities. For the most part, however, efforts to catch and 
prevent these infections are being done autonomously. (Rau, 8/4) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Jeb Bush Raises a Good Question: What IS a Good Amount of 
Dollars to Spend on Women’s Health Issues?  
“The next president should defund Planned Parenthood,” Jeb Bush said. “The argument against this is, 
well, women’s health issues, you’re attacking, it’s a war on women, and you’re attacking women’s health 
issues. You could take dollar for dollar, although I’m not sure we need a half a billion dollars for women’s 
health issues, but if you took dollar for dollar there are many extraordinary fine organizations, community 
health organizations, that exist to provide quality care for women on wide variety of health issues. ..." How 
many dollars is too many dollars for women’s health issues? (Alexandra Petri, 8/4) 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 6, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Medicaid Recipients Continue to Use ED for Dental Work, Even 
With Coverage 
States that provide Medicaid adult dental care still have high rates of dental patients who show up at 
hospital emergency departments, particularly in urban underserved areas, according to a study released 
this week. The study -- by researchers at Stanford University, UC-San Francisco, Truven Health Analytics 
and the federal Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality -- was published in the August 
issue of Health Affairs. Researchers said a dearth of dental providers who accept Medicaid patients, 
particularly in those urban underserved areas, has limited the effectiveness of Medicaid dental coverage 
in states that provide it. (Gorn, 8/6) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: NIH, FDA Tied to Fetal Tissue Firm  
One of the companies identified as a fetal tissue supplier in sting videos of Planned Parenthood counts 
two federal health agencies among its customers, earning at least $300,000 for material used in research 
of treatments for HIV and eye disease, officials confirmed to POLITICO. It’s unknown whether the 
nonprofit, Advanced Bioscience Resources, got any of that fetal tissue from abortions performed at 
Planned Parenthood clinics. (Haberkorn and Norman, 8/6) 

The Washington Post: Here’s One Prominent Republican’s Plan to Curb Mass Shootings  
The Mental Health and Safe Communities Act introduced Wednesday by Sen. John Cornyn (R-Tex.) 
does not include even the modest expansion to the national background check system that was at the 
center of the last major gun control push, which was rejected by the Senate in 2013 amid NRA 
opposition. ... But the bill would clarify the types of mental health records required to be forwarded to the 
National Instant Criminal Background Check System -- an issue raised in the recent shooting in Lafayette, 
La. -- and encourage states to send more information to the database by creating a stick-and-carrot 
compliance system. It would also encourage "best practices" for responding to mental health crises, 
including the use of specially trained response teams by federal and local law enforcement agencies. 
(DeBonis, 8/5) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: The Top 10 Issues You’ll Likely Hear About in Thursday’s Debate  
With abortion, guns and the Iran nuclear deal dominating the national news cycle, Republican presidential 
candidates definitely won't run out of things to talk about in Thursday's debate. ... A little-known anti-
abortion-rights activist group released several videos over the course of the last few weeks showing 
Planned Parenthood officials talking casually about the procurement of organs from aborted fetuses. 
Planned Parenthood officials denied doing anything wrong -- the implication is the organs were being sold 
-- but apologized for their tone. ... Americans have been able to buy health insurance on state- and 
federally run private exchanges since October 2013, when the hallmark piece of the president's Obama's 
2010 health-care law, known as Obamacare or the Affordable Care Act, went into effect. Meanwhile, the 
GOP-controlled House of Representatives has voted at least 50 times to defund or repeal the law and 
parts of it. (Phillips, 8/6) 
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MARKETPLACE 

NPR/ProPublica: On Yelp, Doctors Get Reviewed Like Restaurants — and it Rankles  
Dental patients really don't like Western Dental. Not its Anaheim, Calif., clinic: "I hate this place!!!" one 
reviewer wrote on the rating site Yelp. Or one of its locations in Phoenix: "Learn from my terrible 
experience and stay far, far away." In fact, the chain of low-cost dental clinics, which has more Yelp 
reviews than any other health provider, has been repeatedly, often brutally, panned in some 3,000 online 
critiques — 379 include the word "horrible." Its average rating: 1.8 out of 5 stars. (Ornstein, 8/6) 

Reuters: CVS Strips Viagra, Other Top Drugs, From Insurance Coverage  
CVS Health Corp., which operates the nation's second-biggest pharmacy benefit manager, said that next 
year it will exclude an additional 31 prescription medicines from insurance coverage, including Viagra and 
widely used treatments for diabetes and multiple sclerosis. The 2016 excluded drugs, disclosed on 
Wednesday, also include Vivus Inc.'s weight loss treatment Qsymia, which last week was excluded from 
the 2016 formulary of CVS rival Express Scripts Holding Co. Vivus officials could not immediately be 
reached for comment. (Pierson and Berkrot, 8/5) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: Banned Medicaid Providers Still Participate in Some States, Report Says  
Hundreds of medical providers banned from a Medicaid program in one state are able to take part in 
another state's program despite regulations designed to stop them, according to a report by an 
independent federal auditor to be released on Wednesday. The continued participation of banned 
providers leaves state Medicaid programs for the poor and disabled vulnerable to fraud, waste and 
abuse, according to the study, which says the problem reflects a struggle by states to communicate with 
one another. (Pell and Cooke, 8/5) 

CNN Money: The Real Deal on Obamacare  
Many of the GOP presidential candidates say they'll repeal or greatly revise the Affordable Care Act. Love 
it or hate it, there are lots of opinions about Obamacare. Some are true. Many are myths. CNNMoney 
sets the record straight. (Luhby, 8/5) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

California Healthline: Oscar Wants to 'Revolutionize' Health Care. But Will it Even Survive 
Covered California?  
Covered California confirmed that Oscar will start selling plans in Los Angeles and Orange County. But 
can Oscar's services live up to its press clippings? And is the New York-based company ready to 
compete in a brand-new market, more than 3,000 miles away from its home base? (Dan Diamond, 8/5) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       AUGUST 7, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Clinton Meets With Home Care Workers 
On Thursday, members of California's service workers' union met with presidential candidate and former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in Los Angeles to talk about long-term care issues. A succession of 
home health caregivers and some recipients of that care told their stories to Clinton and they spoke 
generally about the changes needed in home care. (Gorn, 8/7) 
 
KPCC: Study: More Seniors in 2030 Will Be Childless 
As the state's senior population grows in the coming years, so too will the ranks of the single and 
childless, and that will require a different approach to care, according to a new report from the Public 
Policy Institute of California. The study predicts one in five California women over 75 will be childless in 
2030, up from 12 percent in 2012. (Aguilera, 8/7) 
 
Los Angeles Times: Child Contracts Plague at Yosemite National Park 
State public health officials are conducting an environmental evaluation in the Stanislaus National Forest, 
Yosemite National Park and surrounding areas after a child contracted the plague during a July visit. The 
child, who lives in Los Angeles County, is recovering but fell ill and was hospitalized after a family trip to 
the Northern California forest and camping at Crane Flat Campground in Yosemite National Park in mid-
July, according to the California Department of Public Health. No other family members reported 
symptoms. (Rocha, 8/6) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Mitch McConnell: GOP Shouldn’t Shut Down Government Over Planned 
Parenthood  
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Republicans should not use a must-pass government 
spending bill to defund Planned Parenthood, despite increasing pressure from conservatives who want to 
use a threat of a shutdown to target the embattled women’s health group. In a wide-ranging news 
conference with reporters Thursday, McConnell warned of the consequences for Republicans if the party 
triggers a government shutdown over a controversial policy dispute, like the GOP did with Obamacare in 
2013. (Kim, 8/6) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Trump Roils First Debate Among GOP Contenders  
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie and former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee disagreed sharply over 
changes to Social Security and other entitlements. Christie argues that fiscal realities make cutbacks 
inevitable, while Huckabee has insisted that the safety net for the elderly must be preserved. ... The 
Republicans voiced outrage over recently surfaced clandestine videos of Planned Parenthood employees 
discussing the harvesting of organs from aborted fetuses. ... The Fox moderators put [former Florida Gov. 
Jeb] Bush on the defensive over his role on the board of former New York mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s 
charitable foundation, which supported Planned Parenthood. ... [Ohio Gov. John] Kasich, a recent entrant 
into the race, sought to make the most of his turn on the main debate stage. He delivered impassioned 
defenses of his expansion of Medicaid in Ohio to help lift up the poor as well as on gay rights. (Tumulty 
and Rucker, 8/6) 
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HEALTH IT 

California Healthline: IBM Hopes CVS-Watson Partnership Leads to More Connections in 
Cloud  
With a store in "almost every neighborhood" in the country, CVS pharmacies seemed the perfect match 
for Watson Health, IBM's big-data-crunching artificial intelligence system, officials from both companies 
said after the new partnership was announced last week. (Lauer, 8/6) 

KQED: Why 3D Printing has ‘Tremendous Potential’ for Big Pharma 
3-D printing has been around since the 1980s, but in recent years the medical sector has found some 
exciting new biological applications for the technology, from prosthetic limbs to living tissue. And 3-D 
printing offers new options to pharmaceutical companies. (Farr, 8/6) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Kaiser Health News: Study Casts Doubt on Assumptions About Hospital ‘Frequent Fliers’  
"Super-utilizers are the frequent fliers of the health care system, whose serious illnesses send them to the 
hospital multiple times every year and cost the system hundreds of thousands of dollars annually. 
Figuring out how best to address these patients’ needs and reduce their financial impact on the health 
care system is a subject of intense interest among policymakers. Now a new study has found that, in 
contrast to the notion that “once a super-utilizer, always a super-utilizer,” many patients who use health 
care services intensely do so for a relatively brief period of time. (Andrews, 8/7) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

The Commonwealth Fund/Kaiser Family Foundation: Primary Care Providers’ Views of 
Recent Trends in Health Care Delivery and Payment  
A new survey from The Commonwealth Fund and The Kaiser Family Foundation asked primary care 
providers—physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants—about their experiences with and 
reactions to recent changes in health care delivery and payment. Providers’ views are generally positive 
regarding the impact of health information technology on quality of care, but they are more divided on the 
increased use of medical homes and accountable care organizations. Overall, providers are more 
negative about the increased reliance on quality metrics to assess their performance and about financial 
penalties. Many physicians expressed frustration with the speed and administrative burden of Medicaid 
and Medicare payments. (Ryan et al., 8/5) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Roll Call: Dental Medicaid Hurdles Must Be Addressed  
In the half century since President Lyndon B. Johnson signed Medicaid into law, it has helped to 
transform the American health care system, providing access to care to many of our most vulnerable 
friends, neighbors and family members. But Congress left out a key component of good health care – 
dental care. While dental coverage is part of the Medicaid benefit package for children, it is optional for 
adults and many people on Medicaid suffer from poor oral health. (Maxine Feinberg, 8/7) 
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Health Affairs Blog: Why Do Pets Have Better Web Portals for Medical Records Than 
Humans? 
One of the inescapable realities of having children is that it is very likely you will also have pets. And 
with pets come responsibilities that you naively thought would fall on someone else, such as walking 
your dog or taking your cat to the veterinarian. Fortunately, to make my life easier, my vet provides 
access to a health information web portal for my pets, and has done so for some time now. However, 
it was not until the recent release of proposed revisions to Stage 2 Meaningful Use requirements from 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) that I realized perhaps web portal designers 
for human electronic health records could learn a thing or two from what I know is already available for 
pets. (Pagan, 8/7) 

The New York Times' Opinionator: It’s Time to Compensate Kidney Donors  
Last week I wrote about Iran, the only country in the world that pays kidney donors. Iran shows that a 
kidney market need not resemble organ trafficking. Indeed, its market is closely regulated and has pre-
empted the exploitative and abusive illegal markets found in many other countries. Iran’s program has 
flaws, such as lack of follow-up for donors and limited support for poor recipients, that are typical of an 
underdeveloped health system. But the program also has lessons for countries like the United States, 
where the wait for a kidney can be as long as a decade. ... In the United States, some prominent kidney 
doctors believe we might learn something from Iran. (Tina Rosenberg, 8/6) 

Slate: A Republican Presidential Candidate Just Gave One of the Most Stirring Defenses 
of Medicaid You’ll Ever See  
Unsurprisingly, moderator Megyn Kelly asked Kasich about his Medicaid move (and St. Peter argument). 
And, once again, he didn't back down, instead delivering one of the most succinct and stirring defenses of 
the health care program for America's poor that I've ever seen. (Jordan Weissmann, 8/6) 
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