
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 20, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Special Session Allows an End-Around; Tobacco Bills Avoid G.O. 
Committee 
The legislative move to shift six tobacco-related bills to the special session on health care was a 
remarkable event in the California Legislature, basically circumventing the Assembly Committee on 
Governmental Organization, which had put up strong resistance to two of the bills. "It's not every year we 
have a special session on health, so we're taking advantage of the opportunity," said state Sen. Mark 
Leno (D-San Francisco), author of SB 140, which would hold e-cigarettes to the same public-spaces 
regulations as traditional smoking products. (Gorn, 7/20) 

The Associated Press: Medi-Cal Enrollment Surpasses Projections  
California has enrolled 2.3 million people under an optional expansion of the state's Medicaid program -- 
nearly three times more than the state had anticipated, according to the state Department of Finance. ... 
Medi-Cal's rapid growth is now putting financial pressure on a state that was quick to embrace President 
Barack Obama's health care initiative. Five years ago, the program accounted for 14 percent of 
California's general fund. Today, Medi-Cal consumes 16 percent. In that time, the overall cost of the 
program has jumped to $115.4 billion from $91.5 billion, although much of the extra funding is supplied by 
the federal government. California officials say the decision to expand has injected billions of federal 
dollars into the state's economy, and they say the state is prepared to handle the additional costs through 
long-term budgeting and better coordination with other social programs. (Lin, 7/19) 

The Sacramento Bee: Health Plan Tax Bill Introduced in California Special Session 
Every California health plan would pay a flat tax under legislation introduced this week that, for the first 
time in bill form, responds to federal warnings that the state risks about $1 billion in federal matching 
money if it fails to expand a tax on managed-care organizations. Crafting an expanded health plan tax is 
the focus of a healthcare special session called by Gov. Jerry Brown last month. The governor’s order 
came after lawmakers, amid resistance by the health plan industry, failed to act on the administration’s 
January proposal for an expanded tax that would help pay for Medi-Cal and home-care services. (Miller, 
7/17) 

Los Angeles Times: UCLA Health System Data Breach Affects 4.5 Million Patients  
Marking another high-profile data breach, hackers broke into UCLA Health System's computer network 
and may have accessed sensitive information on as many as 4.5 million patients, hospital officials said. 
This cyberattack at UCLA comes on the heels of a major breach of federal employee records and a 
massive hack at health insurance giant Anthem Inc. affecting 80 million Americans this year. (Terhune, 
7/17) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Jeb Bush: Arrogance and Incompetence Accepted in DC  
Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush, who pursued an aggressive agenda when he was Florida’s 
governor for eight years, returns to the state capital on Monday where he plans to outline his top domestic 
priorities if elected. ... It’s not surprising that Bush would begin rolling out a series of policies even as the 
field for president continues to grow. Before he ran for president he constantly urged other Republicans to 
offer up alternatives to Democratic-backed ideas like President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul 
instead of just opposing them. (Fineout, 7/20) 
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Politico: Hillary: I'm 'Examining' Obamacare's Cadillac Tax  
In her highly anticipated speech on the economy Monday, Hillary Clinton was heavy on rhetoric and short 
on specifics, promising to reveal her actual policy proposals in the weeks ahead. But this week, she also 
dropped a not-so-subtle hint about a big one. In a questionnaire for the American Federation of Teachers 
(AFT), which endorsed her this week, Clinton noted that the so-called “Cadillac tax” levied under 
Obamacare is one area she is “examining.” (Vinik, 7/19) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Surprise! That Urgent Care Center May Send You a Big Bill (Just 
Like the ER) 
Long seen as a lower-cost alternative to hospital emergency rooms for minor illnesses or injuries, urgent 
care centers are increasingly popular with consumers – and their insurers. But like doctors and hospital 
ERs, urgent care can also present payment headaches if they are not part of a patient’s insurance 
network. And consumers may need to ask specifically about network participation to find out. (Appleby, 
7/20) 

Los Angeles Times: Healthcare Law Helps Sickest Americans — Depending on Their 
State  
Every year, thousands of people like Blanca Guerra call the National Cancer Information Center, 
desperate to find some kind of health insurance. Guerra rang recently from her home in Arizona, seeking 
help for her older brother, who had just been diagnosed with advanced stage colorectal cancer. A few 
years ago, the call center would have had few solutions. (Levey, 7/19) 

MARKETPLACE 

NPR: Siren Song of Tech Lures New Doctors Away From Medicine  
Just a stone's throw from UCSF Medical Center, a small group of entrepreneurs at Rock Health, a 
business accelerator program that is now a venture firm, were thinking about how to shake up the health 
care process with technology. These startups were developing new wearable devices and mobile apps to 
help patients take more control of their own health. The timing was right to bring new ideas to the sector. 
By 2012, hospitals around the country were rapidly moving away from paper-based medical records to 
electronic systems, a first step to moving health care into the digital age. Angelotti graduated the following 
year, but she didn't apply for any residency programs. Instead, she went to work at Rock Health as a 
researcher and writer and later joined the medical review site Iodine, one of an exploding number of 
digital health startups in San Francisco. (Farr, 7/19) 

The Hill: Spotlight Falls on O-Care Fraud  
A watchdog report on fictitious people signing up for ObamaCare has put renewed attention on the 
potential for fraud and abuse in the system. Congressional Republicans, who have long warned about a 
lack of safeguards in ObamaCare, pounced on Wednesday as the nonpartisan Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) released the results of an investigation that found 11 of 12 fabricated people 
were able to enroll in coverage through the federal marketplace. (Sullivan, 7/19) 
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Reuters: Xerox to Revamp Healthcare Business, Book Charge  
Xerox Corp said it would revamp its healthcare IT business and record a related impairment charge of 
about $145 million in the second quarter. The company said it would discontinue sales of its integrated 
eligibility system, a software system which can support operations in call centers and document imaging. 
(7/17) 

USA Today: Theranos Gets Nod from FDA for Possible In-Home Testing  
A few weeks ago, the Food and Drug Administration granted approval to Theranos' innovative finger-prick 
method, which requires mere drops of blood as opposed to vials to run complex tests. The agency also 
specifically gave its blessing to Theranos' test for the herpes simplex 1 virus. But on Thursday, the FDA 
gave [company founder Elizabeth] Holmes yet another thumbs up that could radically expand the 
company's business potential. (della Cava, 7/17) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: California Universities Battle over Alzheimer’s Research  
One university’s effort to poach a star faculty member at another Southern California university has 
devolved into a legal battle that some fear may impede Alzheimer’s disease research. The University of 
California, San Diego, has filed a lawsuit over last month’s defection of Alzheimer’s disease expert Paul 
Aisen and other employees to the University of Southern California, which has worked to bolster its 
reputation in medicine and sciences and has offered lucrative compensation packages to public university 
faculty. (7/19) 

The Washington Post: Saliva Seen as Possible Diagnostic Tool for Alzheimer’s Disease  
Your spit might just reveal whether you’re a likely candidate for developing Alzheimer’s disease. That at 
least is the hope of Canadian researchers whose study suggests that analyzing certain chemical 
compounds in saliva could provide a cheap, noninvasive way to learn whether the brain has begun to 
undergo the changes that culminate in loss of memory and cognitive function. (Kunkle, 7/19) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: When Screening is Bad for a Woman's Health  
If you haven't gotten this message already, you should heed it now: The benefits of screening for breast 
cancer are limited. We should be doing fewer screening mammograms, not more. The data that support 
this conclusion come from studying the effects of mammography across time and place. A couple of years 
ago an Oregon colleague and I reported on the effect across time. We found that the initiation of 
widespread screening in the United States during the 1980s was associated with a substantial increase in 
the number of women found with early-stage breast cancer, but it didn't yield much of a decrease in the 
number found with serious late-stage cancer. And, remarkably, no change in the worst stage: The 
number diagnosed with life-threatening metastatic breast cancer didn't decrease. (H. Gilbert Welch, 7/19) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: 'Visionary' Pilot Targets Palliative Care 
A Medi-Cal managed care pilot program announced last week in Humboldt County will try a team-based, 
telemedicine-enabled approach to palliative care for patients with serious illnesses. The nine-month pilot 
is due to launch Sept. 1. Partnership HealthPlan of California, a not-for-profit organization handling Medi-
Cal managed care in 14 counties -- including Humboldt County -- is contracting with ResolutionCare on 
the pilot program, which is using a model of care called Project ECHO (Extension for Community 
Healthcare Outcomes). (Gorn, 7/21) 
 
California Health Report: Health Care Hurdles for the Disabled 
Adults and children with disabilities—approximately 4.5 million statewide— are heavy users of the health 
care system. With conditions such as spina bifida, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, and cognitive 
impairments including autism, they depend on an array of health care providers, institutions and service 
programs to achieve good care. Yet, according to kidsdata.org, a database of statistics run by the Lucile 
Packard Foundation for Children’s Health,* one third of children with special health needs receive 
inadequate services compared with one quarter of children without them. (Portner, 7/20) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Ohio’s Kasich Poised to Join Big Field of GOP Candidates  
Kasich served in the House for 18 years and was chairman of the Budget Committee at a time when 
Washington balanced the federal budget for the first time in a generation. He spent another decade in the 
business world before winning the governorship in 2010. He won reelection in a landslide last November 
after his Democratic opponent imploded a few months before the general election. ... In Ohio, he 
engineered an expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act, in contrast to many Republican 
governors. He has championed spending more money on such things as treatment for drug and alcohol 
addiction. He cites his religious faith as motivating him to help those in need. (Balz, 7/21) 

The Washington Post: Poll: Trump Surges to Big Lead in GOP Presidential Race  
Businessman Donald Trump surged into the lead for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination, with 
almost twice the support of his closest rival, just as he ignited a new controversy after making disparaging 
remarks about Sen. John McCain’s Vietnam War service, according to a new Washington Post-ABC 
News poll. ... The rankings are more important than early national surveys in previous campaigns 
because only the top 10 candidates, based on an average of the most recent national polls, will qualify for 
the first Republican debates. The first debate will be held Aug. 6 in Cleveland. Fox News Channel is the 
sponsor of that event and established the rules for eligibility. (Balz and Craighill, 7/20) 

MEDICAID 

Reuters: Families on Medicaid Make More Incorrect Assumptions about Antibiotics  
Parents of children insured by Medicaid, the U.S. health program for the poor, are more likely to 
incorrectly assume antibiotics can treat colds and flu and seek these drugs when kids don’t actually need 
them, a study suggests. Parents surveyed in Massachusetts reported using antibiotics for their kids on 
average less than once a year, the study found. But when asked if antibiotics should be used for colds or 
flu, only 44 percent of the Medicaid parents correctly said “no,” compared with 78 percent of parents with 
private coverage. (Rapaport, 7/20) 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2015/7/visionary-pilot-targets-palliative-care
http://www.healthycal.org/health-care-hurdles-for-the-disabled/
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7KpL_K5wrRxbW8H62nk4XpV7T0/*W13yFHr7mVSg3W31M0rc4KDx9X0/5/f18dQhb0S1Xn2k5LNLT_G-h1gfcNKW4JK0b62ywcphW8nKFyM1J4fl6W3WxTSd3F9rw1W4fkmpS87LtvFW933HCp4mgy9SW74kys183PdbtW844YV52nyQHJW13D1Kn4PjqpwW8NwdvT2gJFBkW36rR2v3jD1zrW281djp7Qg3pnW2Zb4ys3SlFnXW1GWPgC7hlmMfW5rmrMf5FvkFdW1VZB0f5CwfHfN2_VYgRbwl3YW3jzsKT47RD3VW19WkPt4LBb6MW1lwQdQ1DlBZPVL7x3X6hQN2dW2Qn8sV3ypRXzW3Z6M9J7Xq-P-V5MzMx6q2csTW4lD1Wg5551SwW271XtY26y9CTW1mN4v36SY_-6W85ncdf2MNt3DW5Td3n64F-04hW5ssS-t63ZR9JW1nTZyt5yfs_TN5670x9q14R9W5Q9WGQ6W1RyXW4SgJjg7MbC2LW5TN1ZT2LQnYlW97l6WT22QjyrN6ssPqXzJYw_Vb3bW91HRz8KW1CzDb53xsY_9W6N93Sx21nLdgW4v48Q58HS8wvW4Hblc292zf3MW445SCT8M2WlWW884r9w2JL41jW4X-zjY26mWqrW1BDKkG8RtshXW7WB1qm4HmtSWW7qn3Th7WBKTZW3lXw8T2PLJJvW48wvfk48Lp-zW6T7nq34BCk8BW8Nf_Rg4Yyy3jW4GyQT47nrz9hW21MBMG9g6MLZW5hGhJt8zY-fX111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7KpL_K5wrRxbW8H62nk4XpV7T0/*W8G8_cF1WgHShW1V1ymV5cYGBX0/5/f18dQhb0S2C62k5LNLV12gd-1vYyg9W5sfNBB1NZ9YyW9hzQ2553kQYqW2RvdPP5vPpTvW6WqbBR8KMfqBW3t9Zxw5ysczXW7cc2wb84gRx_VbqkdQ665XxqW3GXZMs2Q93WQW8dZSsh3gQ7ltW5QJvjy5cxvr9W5wP3h82C30NZN2c3Z0jRCQfhW5vMhcq1z65rgW4r2d9x2SrWdNW4plscm8BBH1FW7rLT4s496KY1N1WGrMCd8yQYF7CvZF-fZMgN5zHXzPM16djW8xq6w16CTdnFW1lxrvt6rjhrRW4sdk2t10c1_0VfbDZ68khYzGW11l5bv4clLxFW5G6WHw2pDhktW8D5z494N4N7RW3QbfsZ3nfmsFW6Gmj5D58rLCJW2T5MMy1jfjxTVK--L-5dvhh_W2x67T54RQ9qbW8pxK_S5BJ5CQW6j23T-4q2JgtW6ZT1m88Cr1BYW4Xmb5K4QSvV7W2Vwh2v8F6lbMW5Q22zQ87kB6ZV9FBmY53YzP5VMV8m56Mk82vN4CQF_Gr_2XrW2njQWM4P_QSfN14YMyz5T709W8XcDXc6wH1B8VjR2tW8l20YnW3jwGQg2WC5hxW6FH5-h5JmlfmW1VGQlq21b9CQW9dlHGX1TlJgDW52X8ZC3p2QRVW8hJ1yD7sny0NW9cbpvp92RR_RW7Qm-gG70Ppm-W96Y0W57QHJsbW2dkrhV7vC_bVW6KvT-c7TcVKs0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7KpL_K5wrRxbW8H62nk4XpV7T0/*W7-d3pT3HDrBxN2BLqL1yBTB00/5/f18dQhb0S82-9dZyjHW779FJn4T_wzgMfD6q2RbM4YVscX971SddPTW6kfX-L7s5Q5sW30n7vv55kP1RW8Wm1rf54RRy5N4cymn1rNHBmVwdcMM4DqRSCW2zYx9M2J3S1BW3B_r6q2HRvtRW41jv9R7q7hbbN1Hr_flkTLlgW8_NFMM1YZT8pW8wMJGy3x87m-W10w9Qv3lGWyZW5PyB7B8fdCXKW69jGYj5Cxql9V2p7RB19DNsrW6NGjfl6Dnx7gW2vgRTM23-nGKW265VBJ22-vh5W67Dm1R5J10-tW5FHJhm3wB0SmW7z2NLm6Rv4V6W8FJ9Yf94q7cqW6VKJl21hC_8gW5lpCXP7l5BjnW8c5hkp6hZZbbW5_nhLP6__kVYW5_02qV1XLXYnN6sRpl7tf9HmW8mLqV984FH4sN6KZYc8z87jMW4gy6bz7tRCwYW2r15Yp4pk7QpW8tdQ904RcKGfW6BGW7X83cfcnW3506N42DYsqdW3qY36q4P7LldW6kxyZl2bzNQYW5-sjvM4MqWMJVRzKV425LNWcW5_TMJK8wx5zfVq45Kk4c-1XFW5QJDlv6bwFwxW8MjzGz2j7dw8W81vlZk6_dstqW6MwVyD6Fp_5NV1_Q031H4tJ9111


 

 

 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: More Health Plan Choices at Work. What’s the Catch?  
Until recently, John Henry Foster, an equipment distribution firm based in Eagan, Minn., offered its 
employees only a couple of health plans to choose from. That’s common in companies across America. 
“They just presented what we got,” says Steve Heller, a forklift operator who has worked at John Henry 
Foster for 15 years. But these days the company’s employees have dozens of choices. And something 
else is new: Each worker now receives money from the company (from $350 to $1,000 a month, 
depending on whether Heller and his co-workers are buying insurance for a single person, a couple or a 
family) to buy a health plan. (Zdechlik, 7/21) 

Kaiser Health News: Feds Say 7.5M Paid an Average Penalty of $200 for Not Having 
Health Insurance 
About 7.5 million Americans paid an average penalty of $200 for not having health insurance in 2014 — 
the first year most Americans were required to have coverage under the Affordable Care Act, the Internal 
Revenue Service said Tuesday. By contrast, 76 percent of taxpayers checked a box indicating they had 
qualifying insurance coverage all year. Counting another 7 million dependents who were not required to 
report their coverage but also filed returns, the proportion rises to 81 percent, the IRS said. The 
government had estimated in January that from 3 million to 6 million households would have to pay a 
penalty: 1 percent of their annual income or $95 per adult in 2014, whichever is greater. (Galewitz, 7/21) 

The New York Times' Well Blog: ‘Illegal Activity’ Fine Print Leaves Some Insured, but 
Uncovered  
[A]s he lay in the hospital hooked to a ventilator, Mr. Bird’s insurance company declined to cover his 
medical bills. The reason? His injuries resulted from “illegal activity.” Yet Mr. Bird was not convicted of any 
crime in connection with the incident. He was not even charged. ... Insurers have long relied on 
allegations of illegal activity to deny coverage to patients injured in a variety of contexts, from traffic 
infractions to gun accidents. … In one court case, a union health plan denied the claims of a worker’s son 
who was injured while allegedly building a pipe bomb, Ms. Patterson noted. In another, an insurer 
declined to cover the medical expenses of a man who lost control of an uninsured, unregistered car while 
trying to pass another driver in a no-passing zone. (Rabin, 7/20) 

The Washington Post's Wonkblog: This $153,000 Rattlesnake Bite is Everything Wrong 
with American Health Care  
Earlier this month a guy named Todd Fassler was bitten by a rattlesnake in San Diego, KGTV San Diego 
reports. In itself this isn't terribly unusual—the CDC estimates that roughly 7,000 to 8,000 people a year 
get bit by a venomous snake in the U.S. And somewhere between five and six people die from these 
bites each year. What raised eyebrows, though, was Fassler's hospital bill—all $153,000 of it. KGTV 
reporter Dan Haggerty shared it on Twitter. ... The bulk of his hospital bill—$83,000 of it— is due to 
pharmacy charges. Specifically, charges for the antivenin used to treat the bite. ... There's currently only 
one commercially-available antivenin for treating venomous snakebites in the U.S. -- CroFab, 
manufactured by U.K.-based BTG plc. And with a stable market of 7,000 to 8,000 snakebite victims per 
year and no competitors, business is pretty good. (Ingraham, 7/20) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Hill: Congress Must Keep Trolls Away from Medical Patents  
Every day, American scientists explore the root causes of the most devastating, debilitating and costly 
diseases. Their search is what leads to the development of new cures and therapies for cancer, heart 
disease and other life-threatening illnesses. Meanwhile, in Washington, Congress is debating legislation 
intended to address abusive practices by patent trolls, the financial predators that exploit loopholes in 
patent law to fatten their wallets at the expense of great American science. These two events are on a 
collision course. To protect the integrity of the critically important patent system and the innovation that 
flourishes within it, Congress must get this legislation right. (Jim Greenwood and John Castellani, 7/20) 
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California Healthline: Stanford Study Finds Fault with Tobacco Testimony of Six 
Physicians 
Six physicians who provide expert testimony on behalf of tobacco companies don't accurately present the 
scientific evidence linking smoking to cancer, according to a Stanford study published this week. The 
study looked at testimony from six ear-nose-and-throat (ENT) physicians and found a pattern of 
misinformation. (Gorn, 7/22) 
 
California Healthline: Calif. Enrollment in Women, Infants and Children Program Varies 
Enrollment in California's Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children varies 
widely by county and is made up mostly of Latinos, according to a study by the Public Policy Institute of 
California, the Vallejo Times-Herald reports. The federally funded WIC program promotes nutrition and 
health among women and children. (7/22) 

Los Angeles Times: Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom Releases Report on Guidelines for Marijuana 
Legalization  
A panel chaired by Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom hopes to guide the debate on the legalization of marijuana in 
California with an emphasis on limiting children’s access to cannabis, reducing illegal activity and tightly 
regulating the drug's growth and sales. In a report released Wednesday, the group lays out 58 
recommendations and goals for implementing general legalization -- an issue expected to go before 
voters next year. The document offers broad principles --“protecting California’s youth” -- as well as nitty-
gritty suggestions for collecting data and limiting advertising. (Mason, 7/22) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Congress Bears Down on Planned Parenthood After Second Video  
Congress’ planned crackdown on Planned Parenthood is looking increasingly real. Republican leaders 
are weighing a series of votes to defund Planned Parenthood — possibly beginning before the August 
recess — after the release of a second undercover sting video allegedly showing one of the abortion 
rights group’s officials discussing the sale of fetal organs. The anti-Planned Parenthood drive extends to 
the House and Senate: The No. 2 Republican in each chamber said he expects votes to cut off federal 
funding for the group soon. House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) told reporters Tuesday he’s 
anticipating amendments to strip the money over the course of the fall government funding debate. (Bade 
and Sherman, 7/21) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Groups Raise $32M to Support Gov. Walker's Presidential Run  
Three groups supporting Scott Walker's run for president have raised $32 million, which is less than what 
two of his Republican rivals have collected but on target with the Wisconsin governor's goal for this point 
in the campaign. ... Walker was first elected governor in 2010 and within months proposed effectively 
ending collective bargaining for most public workers, coupled with requiring them to pay more for health 
insurance and pension benefits to help solve a budget shortfall. The fight led to a 2012 recall election 
against Walker, which he won, further raising his national political profile in advance of this year's 
announcement that he hopes to run for the White House. Walker won re-election last year. (7/21) 
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The Washington Post's Wonkblog: Why Activists Think Sanders is More Electable Than 
Hillary Clinton  
It sounds odd to argue that by moving left, a Democratic candidate can capture disaffected voters in the 
center or even on the right. ... Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) ... She told MSNBC's "Morning Joe" that 
Sanders wanted a single-payer system in insurance and more generous entitlements and that he 
opposed free trade. Polls suggest that support for a single-payer system is limited to liberals, and while 
polls on expanding Social Security suggest the idea could win the support of a large majority, most 
Americans think that free trade has been good for the country. (Ehrenfreund, 7/21) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Washington Post: New Cholesterol-Lowering Medications Likely to Trigger Fight 
Over Prices  
The Food and Drug Administration this week is expected to approve the first in a new class of cholesterol-
lowering medications that could represent the most significant advance in cardiology since statin drugs hit 
the market decades ago. But, in part because the new treatments have yet to demonstrate that they 
reduce the incidence of strokes and heart attacks, their approval appears set to trigger the latest fight 
over the high price of many drugs in the United States. (Dennis, 7/21) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Despite Obamacare Promise, Transgender People Have Trouble 
Getting Some Care 
Transgender people are still fighting for access to crucial health services despite the Affordable Care 
Act’s requirement that insurance companies not deny coverage based on gender or health history. The 
issue stems from the fact that enrollees must check a single gender box when they sign up for a plan sold 
on the individual or small group markets, according to advocates and health care providers. (Gillespie, 
7/22) 

NPR: Women's Brains Appear More Vulnerable to Alzheimer's Than Men's  
There's new evidence suggesting that women's brains are especially vulnerable to Alzheimer's disease 
and other problems with memory and thinking. Women with mild cognitive impairment, which can lead to 
Alzheimer's, tend to decline faster than men, researchers reported this week at the Alzheimer's 
Association International Conference in Washington, D.C. Another study showed that women's brains 
tend to contain more amyloid, the substance that forms sticky plaques in Alzheimer's. And a third study 
found that women who have surgery with general anesthesia are more likely than men to develop long-
term problems with thinking and memory. (Hamilton, 7/21) 

Bloomberg: Google's Calico to Scour Ancestry.com for Longevity Gene Data  
Google's Calico, a biotechnology firm created by the search-engine giant to study aging and related 
diseases, will delve into the genetic database amassed by a unit of Ancestry.com to look for hereditary 
influences on longevity. AncestryDNA, a division of the Provo, Utah-based genealogy company, has 
gathered more than 1 million DNA samples from the $99 testing kits it sells to consumers to help map 
their family history. Beside the genetic information, Calico will have access to tens of millions of public 
family trees created by consumers, which include birth and death dates, relationships, and geographical 
locations. (Chen, 7/21) 
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NPR: With Pap Tests Less Common, Women May Miss Out on STD Tests 
Changes in how women are screened for cervical cancer mean they’re getting Pap tests less often. But 
that may also mean young women are not getting tested for chlamydia, the most common sexually 
transmitted disease. As the number of teens and young women getting annual Pap tests declined, so did 
the number getting screened for chlamydia, according to a study published Monday in Annals of Family 
Medicine. (Yang, 7/21) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Denver Post: Celebrating 25 Years of Progress with the ADA  
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which was signed into 
law on July 26, 1990. This historic, groundbreaking legislation has improved the lives of people with 
disabilities in many ways big and small, while bringing the issues of access and inclusion to the forefront 
of our national consciousness. Prior to the disability rights movement, even the most basic aspects of 
daily life were unattainable for many Americans. The lack of fundamental access to city streets, buildings 
and restrooms, or public transportation — which most of us take for granted — prevented people with 
disabilities from fully engaging in their communities. (Sue Birch and Jed Ziegenhagen, 7/21) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 23, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Future of Children's Program up in Air 
A group of four children's advocacy organizations has come out publicly against the state's current plan to 
retool the California Children's Services (CCS) program. The state wants to replace CCS with a Medi-Cal 
managed care program called the Whole Child Model. The plan, released in June by the Department of 
Health Care Services, would begin by moving roughly one-third of CCS children in 19 counties by July 
2017 into managed care. The concept of the whole-child model of care is appealing to children's health 
advocates, according to a letter they sent this month to officials at the Department of Health Care 
Services, which oversees Medi-Cal. But the plan advanced by the state creates more problems than it 
fixes, advocates said. (Gorn, 7/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Planned Parenthood Does Damage Control as GOP Demands Answers  
House Republicans are threatening to subpoena a top Planned Parenthood official unless the group 
voluntarily makes her available for an interview about alleged sales of fetal tissue from abortions. But the 
women’s health group is ramping up its own efforts to contain political damage from the controversy. The 
dispute over Dr. Deborah Nucatola and her comments in a video secretly taped by anti-abortion activists 
means abortion - not a dominant issue in American politics for several years - could move front and 
center this fall as Republican lawmakers try to score political points on Planned Parenthood. Several 
Republican presidential candidates have already attacked the organization, meaning abortion rights could 
be part of the struggle for the White House as well. (Palmer and Bresnahan, 7/22) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: Some Public Hospitals Win, Others Lose with Obamacare  
A year and a half after the Affordable Care Act brought widespread reforms to the U.S. healthcare 
system, Chicago's Cook County Health & Hospitals System has made its first profit in 180 years. Seven 
hundred miles south, the fortunes of Atlanta's primary public hospital, Grady Health System, haven't 
improved, and it remains as dependent as ever on philanthropy and county funding to stay afloat. The 
disparity between the two "safety net" hospitals, both of which serve a disproportionate share of their 
communities' poorest patients, illustrates a growing divide nationwide. In states like Illinois that have 
opted to accept federal money to expand Medicaid, some large, public hospitals are finding themselves 
on solid financial footing for the first time in decades, and formerly uninsured patients are now getting 
regular care. (Respaut, 7/23) 

Kaiser Health News: HHS Pushes States to Negotiate Lower Obamacare Rates  
Some analysts who have looked at health insurers’ proposed premiums for next year predict major 
increases for policies sold on state and federal health exchanges. Others say it’s too soon to tell. One 
thing is clear: There’s a battle brewing behind the scenes to keep plans affordable for consumers. Now 
the Obama administration is weighing in, asking state insurance regulators to take a closer look at rate 
requests before granting them. Under the Affordable Care Act, state agencies largely retain the right to 
regulate premiums in their states. So far only a handful have finalized premiums for the coming year, for 
which enrollment begins in November. (Rovner, 7/22) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Washington Post: Cancer Experts Call for Curbs on Rising Drug Prices  
Top cancer experts called Thursday for steps to curb the rapidly escalating price of oncology drugs, 
warning that the current trajectory “will affect millions of Americans and their immediate families, often 
repeatedly.” The commentary in the journal Mayo Clinic Proceedings, signed by 118 physicians from 
cancer centers across the country, cited startling, if now familiar, evidence of the dramatic rise in cancer-
drug prices. (Bernstein, 7/23) 

Los Angeles Times: Cigna Shares Jump as Rival Anthem Reportedly Nears Deal  
Shares of Cigna Corp. soared late Wednesday on a report that rival Anthem Inc. was nearing a deal for 
the health insurer after a months-long pursuit. Cigna's stock shot up 6% during extended trading after the 
Wall Street Journal reported that a merger could be announced as early as Thursday. (Terhune, 7/22) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Younger Adults with Alzheimer's are Key to Drug Search  
The face of Alzheimer's isn't always old. Sometimes it belongs to someone like Giedre Cohen, who is 37, 
yet struggles to remember her own name. Until about a year ago, Giedre was a "young, healthy, 
beautiful" woman just starting her life, says her husband, Tal Cohen, a real estate developer in Los 
Angeles. Now, he says, "her mind is slowly wasting away." People like Giedre have a rare gene mutation 
that causes symptoms of Alzheimer's to appear before they turn 60. (Hamilton, 7/23) 

Kaiser Health News: Advocate for Alzheimer’s Research Says Aging Baby Boomers Face 
Big Threat from Disease  
Dr. Maria Carrillo, chief scientific officer at the Alzheimer’s Association, which paid for research on 
Medicare projections that was released Monday at a major conference for Alzheimer's researchers and 
health policy experts, talked with Kaiser Health News staff writer Lisa Gillespie about what the growth of 
Alzheimer’s will mean for the nation. (7/23) 

The Washington Post: Experimental Treatments Raise Cautious Hope in Alzheimer’s 
Fight  
Pharmaceutical researchers on Wednesday presented new data from the clinical trials of three drugs that, 
the scientists said, show promise for slowing the progression of Alzheimer’s disease. (Kunkle, 7/22) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 24, 2015 

The Associated Press: California Judge to Rule on Right-to-Die Lawsuit  
A single mom given only months to live and other California right-to-die advocates are hoping a court will 
do what the Legislature did not: allow doctors to prescribe fatal medication for terminally ill people who 
want it. A San Diego Superior Court judge is expected Friday to hear a motion to dismiss a lawsuit 
against the state by Christy O'Donnell, two other terminally ill Californians and a San Diego doctor 
seeking such a right. The plaintiffs are backed by Compassion and Choices, an advocacy group that has 
supported legislative efforts and similar lawsuits in various states. (7/24) 

Los Angeles Times: Insurers UnitedHealth, Oscar are Poised to Join Covered California 
Two new health insurers are poised to join California's market for Obamacare coverage — industry giant 
UnitedHealth and a New York start-up named Oscar. Many consumers may welcome the new choices 
starting next year and the prospect that increased competition helps hold down premiums. The lack of 
more health plans to choose from has been a sore point for some Covered California customers during 
the rollout of the Affordable Care Act. But the state's decision to consider adding UnitedHealth Group Inc., 
the nation's largest health insurer, but limit it to a handful of smaller markets in more rural areas has 
drawn fire. (Terhune, 7/24) 
 
California Healthline: Bill in Congress Affects Foster Kids Here 
California former foster children get Medi-Cal coverage till age 26 -- but that's not the case with Medicaid 
benefits in 37 other states. That means those who were in foster care in California and now are ages 18 
to 26 can't move to nearby states such as Oregon or Nevada without losing medical benefits. (Gorn, 7/24) 

Los Angeles Times: Legislator Vows to Seek More Healthcare Coverage for Immigrants  
Healthcare advocates in California this year successfully pushed for medical coverage for kids who are in 
the country illegally. But they say they're not satisfied. At a news conference Thursday, state Sen. 
Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens) outlined his efforts to further expand coverage to Californians who entered 
the country illegally. (Karlamangla, 7/23) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Hillary Clinton Comes Out in Defense of Planned Parenthood  
Hillary Clinton on Thursday came out in defense of Planned Parenthood for the first time since the 
organization got swept up in a scandal involving videos that allege it sells fetal tissue. “Planned 
Parenthood has apologized for the insensitivity of the employee who was taped, and they will continue to 
answer questions for Congress and others,” Clinton said during a campaign stop in South Carolina. 
(Karni, 7/23) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

CBS News: Did You Overpay the Obamacare Tax Penalty?  
More than 300,000 taxpayers have overpaid the IRS because they incorrectly indicated that they owed 
the Individual Shared Responsibility Payment (ISRP), the tax penalty related to the Affordable Care Act, 
on their 2014 tax return. This was discovered and outlined in an annual report by the National Taxpayer 
Advocate. When it sampled IRS tax return data, the NTA found that a large number of taxpayers didn't 
owe the penalty that they incorrectly indicated on their tax returns. (Martin, 7/24) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: Anthem Clinches Deal to Buy Rival Cigna for $54 Billion  
Anthem Inc. has agreed to acquire rival Cigna Corp. for $54 billion, creating the health insurance 
industry's biggest company by enrollment. The agreement announced Friday caps weeks of frenzied deal 
making in the healthcare sector. Aetna Inc. reached a $37-billion deal for Humana Inc. this month. And 
Woodland Hills insurer Health Net Inc. agreed to be acquired by Medicaid insurer Centene Corp. for $6.8 
billion. (Terhune, 7/24) 

 
Kaiser Health News: Consumers’ Satisfaction with Coverage Linked to Out-of-Pocket 
Expenses 
How much money people have to fork over when they go to the doctor can make a big difference in how 
satisfied they are with their health plan, a recent study suggests. … The annual online survey by 
EBRI/Greenwald & Associates of 3,887 people examined issues related to consumer-directed health 
care, generally defined as plans with high deductibles that are linked to savings accounts that consumers 
can use to pay medical expenses. (Andrews, 7/24) 

The Fiscal Times: As Drug Prices Soar, Doctors Voice Outrage  
Recent breakthroughs in cancer treatment come with a hefty price tag. In 2014, virtually every new 
cancer-treatment drug approved by the Food and Drug Administration was priced at more than $120,000 
a year, according to a new study. And the cost for each additional year lived by a patient as a result of 
new drugs soared from $54,000 in 1995 to $207,000 in 2013. (Pianin, 7/23) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Why I Wrote the Americans With Disabilities Act  
The ADA was a response to an appalling problem: widespread, systemic, inhumane discrimination 
against people with disabilities. In 1971, a New York judge described people with disabilities as “the most 
discriminated [against] minority in our nation.” Large numbers of children with disabilities were 
systematically excluded from American public schools. ... State residential treatment institutions for 
people with disabilities were generally abysmal. ... Most public transportation systems made few, if any, 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, resulting in a transportation infrastructure that was almost 
totally unusable by people with mobility or visual impairments. ... People with disabilities were routinely 
denied rights that most members of our society take for granted, including the right to vote. (Robert L. 
Burgdorf Jr., 7/24) 

Los Angeles Times: Will the Legislature Inadvertently Invite More Medical Tourists?  
California is already a magnet for birth tourism. Now, health analyst Robert Laszewski writes, the 
California Legislature could make the state a magnet for medical tourists who sign up for insurance, get 
an expensive procedure done at one of the state's famous medical centers, then drop their coverage and 
head home. It's a powerful critique, but Laszewski downplays one important fact: Foreign nationals can 
do that already, and not just in California. (Jon Healey, 7/23) 
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The New England Journal of Medicine: Shifting Vaccination Politics — The End of 
Personal-Belief Exemptions in California  
It's not often that California, West Virginia, and Mississippi are politically aligned, but that unlikely trio 
formed on June 25, 2015, when California Governor Jerry Brown signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 277, 
substantially narrowing exceptions to school-entry vaccination mandates. With that law, California 
becomes the third state to disallow exemptions based on both religious and philosophical beliefs; only 
medical exemptions remain. The move represents a stunning victory for public health that affects not only 
California schoolchildren but also the prospects for strengthening vaccination requirements nationwide. 
(Michelle M. Mello, David M. Studdert and Wendy E. Parmet, 7/22) 
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