
 

 

 
CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 13, 2015 
 
San Francisco Business Times: California Gets an 'F' on Health Care Price Transparency 
California scored an "F," as in fail, for health care price transparency from two national health quality 
groups, but not to worry. It was in good company. Forty-four other states also received a failing grade 
from the Catalyst for Payment Reform and the Health Care Incentives Improvement Institute in their 
2015 "Report Card on State Price Transparency Laws." The scores were based on legislation enacted in 
2014 covering price transparency in health care, and didn't reflect any legislative moves so far this year, 
health care trade publication Modern Healthcare noted. (Rauber, 7/13) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: House Overwhelmingly Passes Bill to Speed FDA Drug Approvals  
The bill tries to address the impatience that stems from a major societal problem: despite billions of 
dollars of research into diseases that range from common cancers to the rarest genetic diseases, we still 
lack treatments for thousands of conditions. Many of its provisions seek to make the drug approval 
process less burdensome. But its laundry list of provisions that tweak the process for approving new 
drugs or devices have raised significant concern from industry watchdogs and physicians who say the 
legislation is aimed more at helping drug and device companies than patients. (Johnson, 7/10) 

The Hill: Ryan: GOP Planning to Use Reconciliation 'To Go After ObamaCare'  
A top House Republican on Friday vowed to keep fighting to repeal ObamaCare through budget 
reconciliation even as the tactic is losing support from some within the GOP. “We want to use 
reconciliation to go after ObamaCare,” House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) 
told reporters Friday. Republicans had planned to use reconciliation — an obscure budget tool used to 
avoid the Senate’s 60-vote threshold — to muscle through new healthcare legislation if ObamaCare was 
upheld in the King v. Burwell case last month. The Supreme Court ultimately upheld the law in a 6-3 vote, 
creating a new headache for Republicans who now see fewer options in their battle against ObamaCare. 
(Ferris, 7/10) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Walker to Remind Voters of Union Wins as he Enters 2016 Race  
Walker cut income and corporate taxes by nearly $2 billion, lowered property taxes, legalized the carrying 
of concealed weapons, made abortions more difficult to obtain, required photo identification when voting 
and made Wisconsin a right-to-work state. ... Walker also talks about how the 2011 union law saved 
taxpayers $3 billion as of late 2014, saying state and local governments have used "tools" he provided 
them to reduce spending on pensions and health benefits for public employees. (7/13) 

Politico: Bernie Sanders’ Senate Colleagues Stunned by His Ascent  
Bernie Sanders’ Senate colleagues have come to know him as a bit player in the Democratic Caucus, a 
gruff, rumpled protest voice to the left of even the most liberal senators. Now the Vermont socialist is 
drawing crowds by the thousands seemingly everywhere he goes — and his cohorts in D.C. can hardly 
believe it. ... When President Barack Obama came into office and pushed his health care bill, Sanders 
was a rare voice publicly calling for a single-payer, Medicare-for-all type system. (Raju and Everett, 7/13) 
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MEDICAID 

The Minneapolis Star-Tribune: Obama Nominates Former UnitedHealth Exec Slavitt to 
Run Medicare and Medicaid  
President Obama has nominated former UnitedHealth Group executive Andy Slavitt to run the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Slavitt, whose nomination is subject to Senate approval, has 
been working as acting administrator of the government health insurance programs since February. He 
came to the national stage in 2013 while helping fix the balky federal health insurance website that was 
the centerpiece of the Affordable Care Act’s rollout. At the time, Slavitt worked for UnitedHealth’s Optum 
division, which contributed to the website. (Spencer, 7/10) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: New Birth Control Rule for Employers with Religious Qualms  
Hoping to put to rest one of the most difficult disputes over its health care law, the Obama administration 
Friday unveiled its latest plan to address employers' religious objections to providing free birth control for 
their female workers. ... To qualify for the opt-out, companies cannot be publicly traded on stock markets. 
Also, more than half the ownership must be in the hands of five or fewer individuals. For purposes of 
meeting the new rule, a family counts as a single individual. The administration's latest effort also 
attempts to address the objections of some religious nonprofits to an earlier accommodation. That 
previous plan called for the nonprofit to notify its insurance administrator of its objections to covering birth 
control. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 7/10) 

The Hill: Uninsured Rate Hits Lowest Level to Date, Boosting ObamaCare  
The uninsured rate has dropped to its lowest level since Gallup began tracking the statistic in 2008. A 
total of 11.4 percent of people remained uninsured in the second quarter of this year, between April and 
June, according to a Gallup poll released Friday. The new figures, which are the result of surveys with 
44,000 people, offer the first glimpse at how ObamaCare’s second enrollment period has reduced the 
overall uninsured rate. The biggest declines were seen in the black and Hispanic communities, and 
among those making less than $36,000 a year, with all those groups reporting declines of nearly 10 
percentage points. The new poll marks the latest good news for the healthcare law, which has helped 
nearly 17 million people gain insurance since marketplaces opened in 2013. (Ferris, 7/10) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Sounding the Alarm as Prescription Drug Abusers Turn to Heroin  
Standing in the pulpit above Austin Klimusko's casket three years ago, his mother used his death to draw 
the connection between pills from a pharmacy and drugs from the street. "When his prescriptions dried 
up, he turned to heroin," Susan Klimusko said in a frank eulogy meant as a warning to the young 
mourners at Simi Valley's Cornerstone Church. Last week, the nation's top public health official used the 
bully pulpit to sound the same alarm. The prescription drug epidemic is stoking the nation's appetite for 
heroin with disastrous results, Dr. Tom Frieden, director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, told reporters in a teleconference. (Girion, 7/11) 
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MARKETPLACE 

ProPublica: Popular Blood Thinner Causing Deaths, Injuries at Nursing Homes  
When Loren Peters arrived in the emergency room in October 2013, bruises covered his frail body, and 
blood oozed from his gums. The 85-year-old had not been in a fight or fallen down. Instead, he had been 
given too much of a popular, decades-old blood thinner that, unmonitored, can turn from a lifesaver into a 
killer. Peters took Coumadin at his Marshalltown, Iowa, nursing home because he had an abnormal heart 
rhythm, which increases the risk of stroke. It’s a common precaution, but the drug must be carefully 
calibrated: too much, and you can bleed uncontrollably; too little, and you can develop life-threatening 
clots. (Ornstein, 7/12) 

The New York Times: How CVS Quit Smoking and Grew Into a Health Care Giant  
With 7,800 retail stores and a presence in almost every state, CVS Health has enormous reach. And 
while shoppers might think of CVS as a place to pick up toothpaste, Band-Aids or lipstick, it is also the 
country’s biggest operator of health clinics, the largest dispenser of prescription drugs and the second-
largest pharmacy benefits manager. (Tabuchi, 7/11) 

The Associated Press: $1,000-Per-Pill Drug Overtaken by Pricier Successor  
The $1,000 pill for a liver-wasting viral infection that made headlines last year is no longer the favorite of 
patients and doctors. ... Sovaldi, last year's wonder drug, has been pushed aside by a successor called 
Harvoni, made by the same company. The sticker price for Harvoni is $1,350 a pill. The fast-paced 
changes in hepatitis C treatment are being watched closely amid fears that breakthrough drugs could 
reignite the rise of U.S. health care costs. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 7/11) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: California’s Tough Vaccination Law  
California sets a smart example for the nation by passing tough new laws that will require the vast 
majority of children in day care or kindergarten to be vaccinated against a slew of infectious diseases next 
year. The state will no longer grant exemptions based on a parent’s religious convictions or “personal 
belief” that vaccines might be harmful. It will only allow exemptions for children with medical conditions 
that make vaccination unsafe. This public health policy ought to be adopted by all states. (7/13) 

Los Angeles Times: Obama's Contraceptive Mandate Still Rankles, But Why?  
It's time for critics of the Obama administration's contraceptive mandate to drop the pretense. The fight is 
no longer about employers being required to pay for contraceptives, particularly "morning after" pills that 
some consider abortifacients. It's about employees being able to obtain them. The final rules released 
Friday, like the ones that have been in effect since last August, give religious-affiliated nonprofits and 
closely held for-profit firms an easy way to disassociate themselves completely from their employees' use 
of birth control. (Jon Healy, 7/11) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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The Associated Press: AP-NORC Poll: Many Californians Unaware of Caregiver Program  
Christine McCormack quit her job as a restaurant manager two years ago to care for her 88-year-old 
mother-in-law. While it doesn’t make up for all of her lost income, she’s getting some financial help 
through an innovative program that allows many of California’s low-income senior citizens and disabled 
residents to remain in their home. ... A poll by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research shows that less than one-third of Californians age 40 and over have heard of the program, 
which dates back to the 1950s. (Freking, 7/14) 

Sacramento Business Journal: Western Dental Parent Brings in Turnaround Expert 
Reeling from low rates and growing numbers of patients in the state Denti-Cal program, Western Dental 
has turned to former Foundation Health Corp. CEO Daniel Crowley for help. Last week, Western Dental 
named Crowley executive chairman of Premier Dental Services Inc., Western’s parent company. Crowley 
is known for high-profile turnarounds — he yanked Foundation from the brink of bankruptcy, turned it into 
Sacramento’s only Fortune 500 company and sold it for a hefty profit to a company that later became 
Health Net Inc. (Robertson, 7/14) 
 
Los Angeles Times: California Regains Control over Healthcare at Folsom Prison  
The state has regained full control of one of its prisons for the first time since 2006, when a federal court 
stripped California of control over its sprawling inmate healthcare system. J. Clark Kelso, the overseer of 
prison medical care and spending, returned responsibility for the health of some 2,400 inmates at Folsom 
State Prison to California’s corrections department on Monday. (St. John, 7/13) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Scott Walker Vows to ‘Fight And Win’ With a Conservative 
Message For 2016  
In a 33-minute speech, delivered extemporaneously, Walker had a sharp and ideological pitch focused on 
his victories over liberals in this blue-leaning state on issues including abortion, school vouchers and 
voter-ID requirements. ... On Monday evening, Walker, 47 — a Ronald Reagan devotee who was married 
on the Gipper’s birthday — said Washington leaders are out of touch with the nation, over-regulating 
businesses, weakening families and forcing mandates such as President Obama’s health-care law. 
(Johnson, 7/13) 

QUALITY 

The Washington Post: Need a New Knee? Heart Valve? Back Surgery? This Web Site 
Could Help You Find the Top Surgeons Near You.  
Now a nonprofit consumers group has come out with a free surgeon rating tool that allows consumers to 
type in a Zip code and search for the top-performing surgeons in 14 types of major surgery. They include: 
heart valve and bypass surgery, total knee and hip replacement, gastric (stomach), hernia, and spine 
fusion surgery. The ratings are based on an analysis of federal government records of more than 4 million 
surgeries performed by more than 50,000 doctors. (Sun, 7/14) 
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Capital Public Radio: Waiting to Pick Your Baby's Name Raises the Risk for Medical 
Mistakes 
Some parents pick out a name for their child as soon as the pregnancy test turns positive. For others, the 
choice of a name is a game-time decision, taking minutes, hours or even a day or two after birth. … 
Hospitals, however, have to put an identification bracelet on the baby ASAP. Most resort to generic 
names based on the mom's last name, like Babygirl Hobson. And once the infant is in the system with 
that name, it's often locked in until discharge, even after the parents pick a permanent one. 
That convention, say the authors of a paper published Monday in the journal Pediatrics, is a problem. 
(Hobson, 7/13) 
 
KQED: Should More Women Give Birth Outside The Hospital? 
A recent recommendation from doctors in the United Kingdom raised eyebrows in the United States: The 
British National Health Service says healthy women with straightforward pregnancies are better 
off staying out of the hospital to deliver their babies. That’s heresy, obstetrician Dr. Neel Shah first 
thought. In the United States, 99 percent of babies are born in hospitals. “There’s really only one way of 
having a baby in the U.S.,” says Shah, who works at Harvard Medical School and Beth Israel 
Deaconess Hospital. Here, he says, delivering at home or at independent birthing centers is still not 
considered mainstream. (Douglas, 7/13) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: Gilead Pills Priced at $1,000 a Day Are Found Cost-Effective  
Health insurers that have been reluctant to cover hepatitis C drugs with list prices of $1,000 a daily dose 
will face more pressure after a report concluding the medications are “cost-effective” given their benefits. 
The report, still in draft form, is by an influential panel of doctors and medical experts that helps insurers 
set policies. While insurance companies already cover the sickest patients for treatments by Gilead 
Sciences Inc. and AbbVie Inc., they’ve resisted extending coverage to people who aren’t yet showing 
damage from the disease. Even with negotiated discounts, the pills can cost hundreds of dollars a day 
and are taken for eight to 12 weeks. (Bloomfield, 7/13) 

HEALTH IT 

Kaiser Health News: Do Cell Phones Belong in the Operating Room?  
Next time you’re on the operating table and you have one last look around as the anesthesiologist 
approaches, don’t be too sure that that person in scrubs looking at a smartphone is pulling up vital health 
data. He or she might be texting a friend, or ordering a new carpet. Cellphone use is not generally 
restricted in the operating room, but some experts say the time for rules has come. In interviews, many 
described co-workers’ texting friends and relatives from the surgical suite. Some spoke of colleagues who 
hide a phone in a drawer and check it when they think no one is watching. (Luthra, 7/14) 

PBS NewsHour: Telemedicine Puts a Doctor Virtually at Your Bedside  
Video conferencing technology can now connect patients and physicians almost instantaneously, offering 
convenience, efficiency and savings. But what happens to the doctor-patient relationship if you're never in 
the same room? (7/13) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Pharma Weakens FDA Oversight as Price of Letting Congress 
Increase Funding  
More funding for NIH is all to the good, but other provisions of the [21st Century Cures Act] could easily 
compromise the health of Americans that use prescription medications or devices. Lobbyists for the 
pharmaceutical and device companies responsible for drafting the bill promoted it to Congress as a 
necessary step for speeding the approval of new products. But the record shows that approvals of new 
drugs and devices in the U.S. are already efficient and swift. (Daniel R. Hoffman, 7/13) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 15, 2015 

Kaiser Health News: California, Oregon to Allow Hormonal Contraceptives Without a 
Doctor’s Prescription  
California and Oregon will be the first states in the nation to allow women to get birth control pills and 
other hormonal contraceptives directly from their pharmacists – without a doctor’s prescription. As 
California officials were busy finalizing regulations on a state law passed in 2013, Oregon’s governor Kate 
Brown signed a similar bill into law last week. The two measures were hailed by women’s health 
advocates. They noted that men have long had an easier time getting birth control, simply purchasing 
condoms over the counter. (Feder Ostrov, 7/15) 

KPCC: California Congenital Syphilis Cases Increasing 
The number of infected moms who passed the sexually transmitted disease onto their babies during 
pregnancy more than tripled over a two-year period, health officials reported. They say it appears the 
number of cases is continuing to increase this year, too. Most of the congenital syphilis cases occurred in 
the Central Valley and Los Angeles County. (Plevin, 7/13) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: McConnell Hints at Fast-Track Procedure for Obamacare Repeal  
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Tuesday that the Senate will consider using a fast-track 
budget procedure to repeal some of Obamacare but declined to say when that may take place. GOP 
leaders have not made a final decision on how exactly to use the powerful procedural tool, called 
reconciliation, which allows the Senate to avoid a filibuster and pass legislation with just a simple majority. 
Many Republicans, particularly the conservative wings in both chambers, would like to use the maneuver 
to attack Obamacare. On Tuesday, McConnell signaled that Obamacare was a likely reconciliation 
option, but did not make a firm commitment. (Kim and Haberkorn, 7/14) 

The Hill: Former Bush Officials Urge Senate to Confirm Obama's Medicare Chief  
A group of Republican-appointed health officials is urging the Senate to confirm President Obama’s 
nominee [to] take over one of the government’s biggest health agencies. Two former health secretaries 
and four former Medicare chiefs — all appointed by former President George W. Bush — are urging the 
Senate to confirm Andy Slavitt as administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS). “The Administrator’s role requires a strong, seasoned executive able to make sound policy and 
operational judgments. Mr. Slavitt has demonstrated that ability in and out of government, in times of 
crisis and calm,” the former agency heads wrote. (Ferris, 7/14) 

NPR: FDA to Take Another Look at Essure Contraceptive Device After Health Complaints  
When Amanda Dykeman was certain she was done with having children, she had two options for 
permanent birth control: surgical sterilization, which typically involves general anesthesia and a 
laparoscopy, or Essure, the only nonsurgical permanent birth control option approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration. She chose Essure. And she says her life has never been the same. "Physically, it 
has permanently ruined my body inside and out," said Dykeman, now 33 years old, of Coal Valley, Ill. 
"Mentally I've never been stronger. You have to force yourself to be, or you'll never make it." (Haelle, 
7/14) 
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CNN: House Republican Leaders Cancel Vote on Breast Cancer Coin Over Abortion 
Controversy  
House Republican leaders canceled a vote on Tuesday on legislation that would have created a 
commemorative coin to raise money for breast cancer awareness, after some House conservatives raised 
concerns the coin sale funds would be used to support an abortion rights group at the center of a 
controversial new video. The bipartisan bill directed the Treasury Department to mint a new coin and 
send some of the proceeds from it to the Susan G. Komen for the Cure and the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation. But shortly before the vote on what many considered a non-controversial coin, several anti-
abortion rights advocacy groups launched an effort to defeat the measure. They argued the Komen 
Foundation supports programs run by the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, a group that 
provides women's health care, including abortion services. (Walsh, 7/14) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

Politico: GOP Candidates Call for Action After Undercover Planned Parenthood Video  
Republican presidential candidates are furious about an undercover video they say shows a Planned 
Parenthood executive discussing the sale of fetal organs. The nearly 9-minute video, released by the 
Center for Medical Progress and posted on the pro-life group’s YouTube page, features Planned 
Parenthood’s Senior Director of Medical Services Dr. Deborah Nucatola eating a salad with a glass of 
wine and calmly discussing various body parts. “A lot of people want intact hearts these days, because 
they’re looking for specific nodes. AV nodes, SA, I was like wow, I didn’t even know, good for them,” 
Nucatola says in the clip, which appears to have been filmed at a restaurant. “Some people want lower 
extremities too, which, that’s simple. I mean that’s easy. I don’t know what they’re doing with it, I guess 
they want muscle.” (Collins, 7/14) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Court: New Health Law Doesn't Infringe on Religious Freedom  
The case involves a group of Colorado nuns and four Christian colleges in Oklahoma. Religious groups 
are already exempt from covering contraceptives. But the plaintiffs argued that the exemption doesn't go 
far enough because they must sign away the coverage to another party, making them feel complicit in 
providing the contraceptives. The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals disagreed. The judges wrote that the law 
with the exemption does not burden the exercise of religion. (7/14) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Reuters: Wal-Mart Sued for Denying Health Insurance to Gay Worker's Wife  
A Wal-Mart Stores Inc. employee sued the retailer on Tuesday, saying its prior policy of denying health 
insurance to the spouses of gay employees violated gender discrimination laws. The lawsuit, filed in U.S. 
District Court in Boston, seeks nationwide class-action status. Wal-Mart, the largest private U.S. 
employer, began offering health insurance benefits to same-sex spouses last year, after the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 2013 struck down part of the Defense of Marriage Act that denied federal benefits to 
married gay couples. Even after that change, the lawsuit says, Wal-Mart workers still live with the 
uncertainty of losing spousal coverage. (Wiessner, 7/14) 
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QUALITY 

The Washington Post: People Could Save a Lot of Money on Health Care—If Only They 
Knew How to Use Health Savings Accounts  
Health Savings Accounts make a lot of sense–at least, on paper. For account holders, they provide a 
triple tax advantage. Money set aside, earned or withdrawn from the accounts to pay for medical 
expenses is all held out of Uncle Sam’s reach. Also, any untapped money can be used to supplement 
retirement savings and pay Medicare costs after age 65. Plus, there is the added benefit that the 
accounts encourage consumers to sift through their health care options for the most cost-effective 
options, since any savings go directly to their bottom lines. That, in turn, puts downward pressure on 
spiraling health care costs. The problem, according to a new study, is that few account holders are doing 
what it takes to even coming close to maximizing the potential of HSAs. (Fletcher, 7/14) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: CVS Takes High Road in Clash With Business Group  
CVS Health did something the other day that we don't see enough in the business world. It stood up for 
its principles. The pharmacy giant announced it was quitting the U.S. Chamber of Commerce after reports 
that the influential business organization was lobbying against anti-smoking laws around the world. (David 
Lazarus, 7/14) 

The Hill: ObamaCare Works  
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) is working. And the numbers and stories back it up. In my home state of 
California, more than 3 million people now have health security because of the ACA. In my district, the 
number of uninsured residents has drastically declined, by 50 percent. ... But we know that, just like with 
any other large piece of legislation, there are fixes to be made and follow-up efforts that are required to 
bring the promise of high-quality, affordable, accessible healthcare to all Americans. We must continue to 
work to address affordability, ensuring that all Americans have access to care at a rate that fits their 
budgets. ... We must also continue to work to improve provider network adequacy and ensure that 
Americans have access to the healthcare providers they need and trust. (Rep. Lois Capps, D-Calif., 7/13) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 16, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: Opponents of New California Vaccination Law Begin Referendum 
Drive  
Opponents of a new state law requiring more children to be vaccinated are moving to stop it from taking 
effect next year as scheduled. The California secretary of state announced Tuesday that the opponents 
have been cleared to begin collecting petition signatures for a referendum on the law. Their measure 
would appear on the November 2016 state ballot. A majority of voters would have to say yes to the 
referendum, in favor of the new vaccination law, or it would not go into effect. (McGreevy, 7/15) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Congressional Panels Will Probe Planned Parenthood Video  
The searing political conflict over abortion flared anew Wednesday as three Republican-led congressional 
committees said they will investigate whether Planned Parenthood is selling organs from aborted fetuses. 
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, criticized the group and said President Barack Obama should 
condemn and end the practice. Other GOP lawmakers and 2016 presidential hopefuls joined in, including 
some who said Congress should end federal aid to the organization. (Fram, 7/15) 

ADMINISTRATION NEWS 

The Washington Post: Former CMS Chief to Become Top Lobbyist for Health Plans  
She stepped down from CMS in February 2015. A former hospital executive and Virginia health secretary, 
Tavenner will replace Karen Ignagni, a highly respected insurance lobbyist with more than two decades of 
experience at AHIP. Ignagni resigned to become the CEO of insurance company EmblemHealth in May. 
The change in AHIP’s leadership is a significant moment in the group’s history as insurers adjust to the 
health care environment created by Obamacare and seek to protect reimbursement rates for Medicare 
Advantage, a popular alternative to traditional Medicare. (Viebeck, 7/15) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Fox News: GOP Govs Test Obamacare Compromise: Make Medicaid Recipients Pay  
Republican officials, after battling for years with Washington over ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion, are 
testing a middle ground that could reshape the program – by making recipients pay for part of their health 
care. (Fossen, 7/16) 

USA Today: Medicaid Turns 50 Mired in Controversy  
Tennessee farmer Timmy Parks lives without a prosthetic for his amputated arm and endures chest pain 
so excruciating he sometimes doesn't want to eat — all because he has no insurance and no way to pay 
for health care. Yet if he lived less than five miles away, in Kentucky, he'd qualify for Medicaid, the 
government program designed to help the poor. As Medicaid turns 50 years old this month, it's racked 
with cost over-runs, bitter politics and never-ending controversies that have left millions of people around 
the country like Parks without health care coverage they desperately need, unable to afford everything 
from open heart surgery to prescriptions to prevent life-threatening seizures. (O'Donnell and Ungar, 7/15) 
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The Associated Press: Probe: Bogus Enrollees Kept Getting 'Obamacare'  
Phony applicants that investigators signed up last year under President Barack Obama's health care law 
got automatically re-enrolled for 2015. Some were rewarded with even bigger taxpayer subsidies for their 
insurance premiums, a congressional probe has found. The nonpartisan Government Accountability 
Office says 11 counterfeit characters that its investigators created last year were automatically re-enrolled 
by HealthCare.gov, even though most had unresolved documentation issues. In Obama's terms, they got 
to keep the coverage they had. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 7/15) 

The Washington Post: Report: ACA Plans Have a Third Fewer Providers Than Employer-
Based Plans  
Consumers who bought insurance on the health exchanges last year had access to one-third fewer 
doctors and hospitals, on average, than people with traditional employer-provided coverage, according to 
an analysis released Wednesday. The study by consulting firm Avalere Health provides a statistical basis 
for anecdotal reports from consumers and others about the more limited doctor and hospital choices in 
plans offered on marketplaces created by the Affordable Care Act. (Sun, 7/15) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Specialty Pharmacies Proliferate, Along With Questions  
As the end of each month nears, Megan Short frets. Her 1-year-old daughter, Willow, cannot afford to 
miss even a single dose of a drug she takes daily to prevent her body from rejecting her transplanted 
heart. Because of stringent rules from her drug plan and the pharmacy she is required to use, Ms. Short 
cannot order a refill until her monthly supply is three-quarters gone. Yet processing a refill takes about 
seven days, making it touch and go whether the new shipment will arrive before the old one runs out. 
(Thomas and Pollack, 7/15) 

ProPublica: How Much Acetaminophen a Day is Safe? Canada Decides it's Less  
Canada’s top health agency is considering lowering the maximum recommended daily dose of 
acetaminophen, the active ingredient in Tylenol and other pain relievers. Citing the risk of liver damage 
from overdosing on the popular pain medication, Health Canada announced it will review changes to 
labels, the creation of an educational awareness campaign and possible revisions to dosage 
recommendations. Acetaminophen is considered safe when taken at recommended doses. Tens of 
millions of people use it weekly with no ill effect. But in larger amounts, especially in combination with 
alcohol, the drug can damage or even destroy the liver. In severe cases, acetaminophen overdose can 
cause death. (Miller and Gerth, 7/15) 

The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Pharma Boosts Support for Continuing Medical 
Education, But Only a Little  
Amid ongoing scrutiny of industry influence over medical practice and research, new figures show that 
companies increased their spending on continuing medical education last year by 2%. Although this 
represents a modest uptick, the report suggests that spending by drug and device makers has leveled off 
in recent years in response to sustained controversy over CME funding. Specifically, industry spending 
last year reached $675.9 million, up from $659.9 million in 2013, but down 10% from $752.4 million in 
2011, according to the report from the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education, which 
regulates CME activities. (Silverman, 7/15) 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W57rLy944HhNnW6FQ6hj5ZQgjy0/*W6nFrm430y9NdW5jpLFz9fDgx60/5/f18dQhb0S1Xm6_HXFkW11fJcy1K1Yx0W4WWV0-308X8hW2MlmWz8lb8_yW6Cf5893Sf5-nW3h5HlZ44LNpdW86-Lt_86rwfPV6vGyn13rC16N8CjVBgC5dfWMMWFCWm_Q77W6xXl6d25Z2pMW9c6t8v2k1Qf1W8FlQ573qm5RTW5K8_jT3G4s1RW3h4FZy300B5hW1gcBK95Lmc-YM5ZXt24wwn1F2lBGqSc2LqW1_Ck8S2PzVp9W7sW8WP2Z6NybN39phZHc5McdN6rwCRbvM-ckN76QsX_VMq28W84KXn_7PF6dkVRJ0Jj8cwSlSW6npn9w54LyXZW1SHRlF3KxDtTW5VWsmf5k6X3CW5QfKMp83xgQ1W1fKM807fz4fWW7y5H5b3VgWctW14JqMq33xkMrW2Kx4LN81XwV8W8CDs9068klp6W44TtnP88T7X8W15qBKX6Mb0hhW32vrQp3cyPHbW99bx3t9gWZm0VcfP7h153jmpW5SyQFL58ZgcDW6DdW8646RYnSW2PQnG-6WFGNrW7SrjMt6FsTHlW9lJn-F7wSbfbW4Mkt5Q7GvlbfW2HmDgp8K4w55W5LLWyw8ykP4cVBrPS_7ZMWfCW2Xlpkm4HlgBfW7TK2KG3jgwggV6jnj97fPZ3l103
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/report-aca-plans-have-a-third-fewer-providers-than-employer-based-plans/2015/07/15/6ee8ebf2-2b08-11e5-a250-42bd812efc09_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/report-aca-plans-have-a-third-fewer-providers-than-employer-based-plans/2015/07/15/6ee8ebf2-2b08-11e5-a250-42bd812efc09_story.html
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W57rLy944HhNnW6FQ6hj5ZQgjy0/*W7QnFbL1_6fJkW3yTB_78M2wDw0/5/f18dQhb0S2C76_rD85M1y5T6F2sLxN2ntJsTn7HhdW4mlWL511GvKdW4-M0vt1nQcSRW1Ml1Np87ZYWhW6Yv6H-1LCtJmW45Rc6r6mNdWYW29QLk141ptKYW2FNVLR6Q-tnHW978lzg4vF9BlW4wq_MM894bQQW7BNdVn5x5HB_W7zvNRz6j2LZRW64j-Kp2rltMVW2TfDkj3b_TJHW3KdL2q5XJZg2W3g9tN62myjzrN3wGS8H8cnPnW16jYX64L3HyFW22BwsW3R2505W30_4gb7pfl3qN3qMpYr4gzY_W5Dm6W48rwn7LN14kSttb9tq2W30bkDq6kfyWfW1KGwBp6nf3yBW8TTgpd5F_prpW2xDkxR4GWdyfW2659R588byX0W7qv3YT4-SwHxW6DHjsh7xfDjlW4ZY0fy3jqRQQN5994JDgx07mW8d4Mnh6MNswDVwSbr580-Tl7W5CPddS21N3QjVgNmcY2z20cBW1KQfG26h8jrSW6cNC326H88_QW7L7lS35FtYSzW41H9Hc5fbhdLW7fTjgH7xlrBpW3DvbwJ5n12CDW3k6HyW79-SwhW3d0kJp7d-5V1W70QrLv48WbRYW8lxjZp7-4BG1W44Hl8k8mvPwmW8pysrr8jnFN0f2Dlt3w02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W57rLy944HhNnW6FQ6hj5ZQgjy0/*N5DVWtxXDBTcW4kPwx14PfgnH0/5/f18dQhb0S2C86tQ-5wV12tst2qyz-bN2pmtjKc7BrPW51NHR27pQCVNW6NyHKT3SM6m8W3tb3lH938G2mW5xW4rT1l-_bbW6LZRtG83wQg_W4PKX3d3lmLGLW7ckBgv3bZbnlW4DzSrG99twWHW3qPK3-1ThrY7W1wTJ7b3dkCyrW70xdHG8srs1FW1ndDL522HnKgW4-PvG91N0zx2W4ZCY2H77H-kdW715Bd_2vSVN-N4xPZCj5_6pPTBFfw6S8cqMW2sn9Vj19k69CW3CSJsM16m0khN31fgWCySzVnW6v157f4VjsWnN7sKTjJs8363W28Hz3n6wk5wqN69fSgPM4TwKW2p1C677bHjtlW4kwRWJ1QC-5cW55h92M6qn2ppW7b42Tx89gZKQW7jH_-684JpCHW6mTQnm7ZdmbSW1tRwR28tdZ5LW99CcdK5ylvysW3pd5w12Nz-FVW4Zpt7n7WwcPnW5pcXWz1Gc4jHW3knykC8YzSDTW6wH--s7nl36fW7MVC0z6kn8vfW7ShjQ841Xh_YW6Z-q0S3_PyPHW5MspqZ5nH-RLW3HNjML7VgVmzW2wb3D73V0pXYW8lwXgX8mD169W6KsM4V7C2M8LW89tMjk48S6TcW2l0M-K87w257W9h9j5t1Qsdgf102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W57rLy944HhNnW6FQ6hj5ZQgjy0/*W6n2ys77MyMt7W8jFMlZ6HR0Wz0/5/f18dQhb0S3kc2dYCpGV1xQb_7ZccH8W2rl3q-236drKW7ZTdQX3v6H28MXfjlLDR7LZW1q66Tw8hn5QsN7tTV-M4HpCtW4VJC5r3xkhwqW4_jMxS6vCGHsVCF2k77ngdwZW5QN_t_4BSZ_YW7MbMSv94LbpRVQjy0_8hvG1BN2fkkTppwjYhW2pgYk_6v3RhhW3xcgty4-Sr2-W3TY_fQ5JfZ7cW858gSn2qP4JmN7MPYpxcNdl0W5hT6-02SlGKMW419Chr71r9FsW1g4WmH389Qz2T3pl9532n5GN1CDgTH4w8vbW4497VJ96B2BjW1krFw21QZmjQW23vLxj3HDJc9W587HFg8tRf9XW5xhQVB8tMJ99W1X_0Jd3VvqzWW7fnRtj8bC_C6W4mNghh6wdHvfVHRHvn6rYflvW6ytmBL7PNZmXW2vXBH26BgPGhW1L1Yqs6Qc4l7W9bYSSX7-VPMyW4-NCTT997Kt4W7-sgnD90tFPBW7GD-lD6xTW_WW5tgSC96rY0xXW4mcjPS87j5lrW2frccJ8w2-ggW3NzF2X76ZjpJN17mj-PDD6x6W1LHG_R5jlhwLW8m7typ5ZFDJcW6q4RVp39Z-w5W9kKp152Vv-L-W3rbLVd5kwPZJN2lgD7WXbXbxf3JLCnX02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W57rLy944HhNnW6FQ6hj5ZQgjy0/*W6n2ys77MyMt7W8jFMlZ6HR0Wz0/5/f18dQhb0S3kc2dYCpGV1xQb_7ZccH8W2rl3q-236drKW7ZTdQX3v6H28MXfjlLDR7LZW1q66Tw8hn5QsN7tTV-M4HpCtW4VJC5r3xkhwqW4_jMxS6vCGHsVCF2k77ngdwZW5QN_t_4BSZ_YW7MbMSv94LbpRVQjy0_8hvG1BN2fkkTppwjYhW2pgYk_6v3RhhW3xcgty4-Sr2-W3TY_fQ5JfZ7cW858gSn2qP4JmN7MPYpxcNdl0W5hT6-02SlGKMW419Chr71r9FsW1g4WmH389Qz2T3pl9532n5GN1CDgTH4w8vbW4497VJ96B2BjW1krFw21QZmjQW23vLxj3HDJc9W587HFg8tRf9XW5xhQVB8tMJ99W1X_0Jd3VvqzWW7fnRtj8bC_C6W4mNghh6wdHvfVHRHvn6rYflvW6ytmBL7PNZmXW2vXBH26BgPGhW1L1Yqs6Qc4l7W9bYSSX7-VPMyW4-NCTT997Kt4W7-sgnD90tFPBW7GD-lD6xTW_WW5tgSC96rY0xXW4mcjPS87j5lrW2frccJ8w2-ggW3NzF2X76ZjpJN17mj-PDD6x6W1LHG_R5jlhwLW8m7typ5ZFDJcW6q4RVp39Z-w5W9kKp152Vv-L-W3rbLVd5kwPZJN2lgD7WXbXbxf3JLCnX02


 

 

 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Broadening the Health Insurance Umbrella in California is a Worthy 
Goal  
State Sen. Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens) has long sought to provide health insurance coverage to the 
multitude of Californians who cannot obtain it because they are in the country illegally. That's a heavy lift, 
financially and politically, even though the right policy in the long run is to bring as many people as 
possible under the insurance umbrella. So Lara is trying to attain that goal one step at a time. His current 
objective is to open the state's insurance exchange, Covered California, to every state resident regardless 
of immigration status, although only legal residents would be eligible for subsidies. It's a small step that 
may be more symbolic than substantive, but it's well worth taking. (7/15) 

JAMA: Cholesterol Lowering in 2015: Still Answering Questions About How and in Whom  
For 30 years, it has been well known that lowering blood cholesterol concentrations by a variety of drugs 
and other approaches reduces cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk. With more trials in patient groups with 
lower risk, including those with relatively low levels of low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C), it has 
become clear that atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease (ASCVD) can be prevented by lowering LDL-C 
levels, especially with statin drugs, in broad segments of the general population. However, the critical 
questions—when, in whom, and how to lower cholesterol—still remain. (Philip Greenland and Michael S. 
Lauer, 7/14) 
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Politico: California May Let Undocumented Immigrants Buy Obamacare  
California lawmakers and activists are spearheading a first-in-the-nation plan to let undocumented 
immigrants buy Obamacare health insurance. Supporters say the California proposal, which would need 
federal approval and couldn’t start until 2017, is the next logical step in expanding health insurance to a 
population that was intentionally excluded from the president’s health-care law. But uniting the two highly 
combustible issues of Obamacare and immigration could reignite a fierce health-care reform controversy. 
(Pradhan, 7/17) 

KQED: Many Californians Unaware of Program That Pays Family Members for Caregiving 
WASHINGTON — Christine McCormack quit her job as a restaurant manager two years ago to care for 
her 88-year-old mother-in-law. While it doesn’t make up for all of her lost income, she’s getting some 
financial help through an innovative program that allows many of California’s low-income senior citizens 
and disabled residents to remain in their home. McCormack gets paid $11 an hour through the In-Home 
Supportive Services Program, which pays family members and other caregivers to help about 467,000 
enrollees with such things as housecleaning, bathing, grocery shopping and laundry so they can stay at 
home rather than move to a nursing home or other care facility. (Freking, 7/17) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: Democrats Light up Assault on Tobacco with Proposed 
Tax, Restrictions 
Legislative leaders announced a bill package Thursday that would allow local governments to tax tobacco 
products and revive measures to raise the smoking age to 21 and ban smoking of electronic cigarettes in 
bars and restaurants. The legislation, which lawmakers plan to take up during a special legislative 
session on health care, also seeks to tighten smoking bans within small businesses, break rooms and 
hotel lobbies. (Young, 7/17) 

Los Angeles Times: Aetna's 21% Rate Hike Amounts to 'Price Gouging,' California 
Regulator Says  
California's managed-care regulator slammed health insurance giant Aetna Inc. on Thursday for "price 
gouging" after it raised rates on small employers by 21%. This marked the fourth time since 2013 that 
California officials have found Aetna's premium increases on small businesses unreasonable. Aetna, the 
nation's third-largest health insurer, is raising rates by 21%, on average, for about 13,000 people covered 
by small employers. This change in premiums took effect July 1. Shelley Rouillard, director of the 
California Department of Managed Health Care, said an Aetna executive rejected her request this week 
to lower the rates. (Terhune, 7/16) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Democrats Decry Undercover Probe of HealthCare.gov  
Senior Democrats pushed back Thursday against an undercover government probe of President Barack 
Obama’s health care law, saying it didn’t uncover any real fraud. Investigators for the nonpartisan 
Government Accountability Office signed up 11 bogus beneficiaries for 2014 coverage then got 
HealthCare.gov to continue benefits this year for all but one. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 7/16) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Gilead Limits Enrollment in its Hep C Patient 
Program to Pressure Insurers  
In a bid to push back against payers, Gilead Sciences is limiting enrollment to its patient assistance 
program for hepatitis C drugs, which helps people obtain the Sovaldi and Harvoni treatments when they 
lack sufficient insurance coverage or the financial wherewithal to get the medicines otherwise. (Silverman, 
7/16) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Los Angeles Times: Out-Of-Network Costs Lurk Even at In-Network Hospitals  
Lorena Martin's 18-year-old son, Robert, hurt his ankle playing football one recent Friday evening. He 
was in pain and unable to walk, and she was concerned that he'd done real damage. Both her doctor's 
office and the nearby urgent care center were closed, so with no other options, she took him to the 
emergency room. The hospital was in her health plan's network — she'd made sure of that. Once there, 
Martin paid a $50 co-pay and later received a bill for an additional $270, which she expected. ... But she 
was in for a surprise. Several weeks later she got a bill for about $1,400 from the doctor who saw her son 
in the emergency room for less than 10 minutes. (Zamosky, 7/17) 

Reuters: Gay Marriage Ruling Leaves U.S. Firms Unclear on Spousal Benefits  
The Supreme Court was definitive in its decision to legalize gay marriage nationwide, but what is far from 
clear is whether U.S. companies must offer corporate benefits to same-sex spouses. Many large and mid-
sized employers are self-insured, which means their benefits are governed by a 1974 act that has no 
language on preventing discrimination based on sexual orientation. The Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act allows companies to bypass differing state laws that complicate healthcare options for 
employees spread out across the country. (Gumpert, 7/16) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Reuters: Blacks May Be Less Likely to Get Chemo for Advanced Colon Cancer  
Black patients with advanced colon cancer are less likely to receive chemotherapy after surgery to excise 
tumors than white patients, a U.S. study suggests. The treatment disparity seen in recent years may be 
tied to the economic downturn following the 2008 financial crisis, said lead study author Caitlin Murphy, 
an epidemiology researcher at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (Rapaport, 7/16) 

Reuters: Organized Programs Help Prevent or Delay Diabetes  
Organized diet and exercise programs can stave off diabetes for those at risk, according to a new 
recommendation. The Community Preventive Services Task Force, an independent, unpaid group of 
public health and prevention experts who develop recommendations for community health, commissioned 
a review of 53 studies describing 66 combined diet and physical activity promotion programs. The studies 
were done between 1991 and 2015. (Doyle, 7/13) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: The F.D.A.’s Medical Device Problem  
The Food and Drug Administration has been regulating the approval of medical devices since 1976, but 
its regulatory oversight has not kept pace with the increasing complexity of this technology. Many high-
risk medical devices today are approved on the basis of just one clinical trial (as opposed to new 
medications, which usually require two trials). And only a small minority of clinical studies of medical 
devices are randomized, controlled and blinded — the gold standard for reliable evidence (and the 
benchmark to which studies of drugs are held). (Rita F. Redberg and Sanket S. Dhruva, 7/17) 

The Washington Post's Monkey Cage: More Democrats are Getting Health Insurance, 
Thanks to Obamacare. Why are Republicans Staying Away?  
Democrats were naturally declared the big winners of last month’s King v. Burwell Supreme Court 
decision. That ruling, after all, saved the party’s most significant legislative accomplishment in decades: 
The Affordable Care Act (ACA). But Obamacare has not simply been an ideological victory for the 
Democratic Party. The percentage of Democrats with health insurance has increased dramatically since 
the ACA’s marketplace went online in October 2013, according to weekly surveys conducted by YouGov 
for the Economist. In fact, the display below suggests that Democrats’ uninsured rates have essentially 
been cut in half under Obamacare. (Michael Tesler, 7/16) 
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