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California Healthline: Auditor's Report Shows 'Symbiotic Relationship' in Medi-Cal 
Managed Care 
The seeming reluctance by state officials to closely monitor Medi-Cal managed care plans is troubling, 
said Gerald Kominski, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research. Reacting to a June 
report from the California State Auditor's office that criticized the Department of Health Care Services for 
lax oversight of Medi-Cal managed care plans, Kominski said the report illustrates an interesting dynamic 
between the private managed care insurers and the public agency officials who depend on those plans to 
care for most of the 12.3 million Californians on Medi-Cal. (Gorn, 7/6) 
 
California Healthline: Special Session on Health Spending Opens 
State lawmakers last week convened the first hearing of a governor-ordered legislative special session on 
health care funding. Senate leaders met Friday for the initial "extraordinary session" on how to come up 
with new funding for Medi-Cal and the developmentally disabled services program. The committee also 
expects to examine possible sources of funding for Medi-Cal provider rate increases. (Gorn, 7/6) 

Los Angeles Times: California Tax Officials Blast Blue Shield in Audit  
In a scathing audit, state tax officials slammed nonprofit health insurer Blue Shield of California for 
stockpiling "extraordinarily high surpluses" — more than $4 billion — and for failing to offer more 
affordable coverage or other public benefits. The California Franchise Tax Board cited those reasons, 
among others, for revoking Blue Shield's state tax exemption last year, according to documents related to 
the audit that were reviewed by The Times. (Terhune, 7/5) 

Los Angeles Times: Aid-In-Dying Bill Will be Revived  
An emotionally charged aid-in-dying bill is seriously ailing in the California Legislature. It soon could go 
into a deep coma. ... The proposal is slated for its first Assembly hearing Tuesday in the Health 
Committee. But sponsors say it's short two to five votes. Ten are needed to clear the 19-member panel. 
... Sponsors have already delayed the committee hearing once. And they say that unless enough votes 
surface by Tuesday, they'll put the bill on life support until at least late August. (Skelton, 7/5) 

The Orange County Register: Medi-Cal Misfire: CalOptima Seeks to Rectify State Billing 
Error with $8.9 Million in Payments to O.C. Health Providers 
CalOptima, Orange County’s Medi-Cal insurance program for low-income residents, mailed checks this 
week totaling $8.9 million to nearly 500 health care providers to resolve a complicated state billing error 
that started in 2011. In Orange County, 785 doctors, hospitals and other providers were erroneously 
reimbursed $15 million from the wrong fund for treating Medi-Cal patients, according to the state 
Department of Health Care Services. Instead, their claims should have been sent to CalOptima, which is 
state-funded but makes payments on behalf of local patients. (Perkes, 7/3) 

MEDICAID 

Modern Healthcare: Medicaid Plans Struggle to Provide Mental Health Services 
At the start of 2014, California's Medicaid program took over management of mental health services from 
the state's 58 counties. For Inland Empire Health Plan, a Medi-Cal managed-care plan, that meant going 
from being responsible for behavioral health benefits for 12,000 beneficiaries dually eligible for Medicare 
and Medicaid to more than a million enrollees. (Dickson, 7/4) 
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USA Today: Aetna, Humana CEOs Say Deal Bolsters Medicare, Medicaid Businesses  
The CEOs of Aetna and Humana say the $37 billion merger they announced Friday will help consumers 
because of the two companies' complementary strengths in technology and relationships with health care 
providers. The combined company's government business — Medicare, Medicaid and Tricare — will be 
based in Louisville and will be the biggest part of the company, totaling about 56% of the combined 
companies' projected 2015 operating revenue of about $115 billion. (O'Donnell and Ungar, 7/3) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Health Insurance Companies Seek Big Rate Increases for 2016  
Health insurance companies around the country are seeking rate increases of 20 percent to 40 percent or 
more, saying their new customers under the Affordable Care Act turned out to be sicker than expected. 
Federal officials say they are determined to see that the requests are scaled back. Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield plans — market leaders in many states — are seeking rate increases that average 23 percent in 
Illinois, 25 percent in North Carolina, 31 percent in Oklahoma, 36 percent in Tennessee and 54 percent in 
Minnesota, according to documents posted online by the federal government and state insurance 
commissioners and interviews with insurance executives. (Pear, 7/3) 

The Washington Post: Clinton Warns That a Republican President Would Repeal 
Obamacare  
Hillary Rodham Clinton sharpened her partisan rhetoric to appeal to Democratic primary voters [in New 
Hampshire] Friday by issuing a dire warning: President Obama's health care law would disappear if a 
Republican wins the White House in 2016. ... "If the country elects a Republican president, they will 
repeal the Affordable Care Act. That is as certain as I can say it," she continued, noting the unlikelihood 
that Democrats take over the Senate and House next year. (Rucker, 7/3) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Aetna to Buy Humana for $37M in Largest Insurance Deal  
Health insurer Aetna Inc. on Friday said it would buy smaller rival Humana Inc. for about $37 billion in 
cash and stock, in the largest ever deal in the insurance industry. The combination will push Aetna close 
to Anthem Inc.’s No.2 insurer spot by membership, and would nearly triple Aetna's Medicare Advantage 
business. The deal will face antitrust scrutiny. (Roumeliotis, 7/3) 

Bloomberg: Drug Dollars Seek to Convince Doctors That 2nd Choice is OK  
U.S. doctors and hospitals received more than $20 million last year in payments related to AstraZeneca 
Plc’s diabetes drug Bydureon, more than for any other medication, newly released company disclosures 
show. Drugmakers spent more than $10 million in 2014 on each of 10 different drugs through cash 
payments and items of value given to U.S. doctors and hospitals, according to a Bloomberg compilation 
of the data released Tuesday by a U.S health agency. Three of the drugs with the most doctor payments 
are diabetes medications, which vie in a crowded market of competing products. (Langreth and Chen, 
7/2) 
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The Washington Post: Are Risks Worth the Rewards When Nonprofits Act Like Venture 
Capitalists?  
But frustrated that no game-changing treatments were in sight, the [Cystic Fibrosis Foundation's] leaders 
in 1999 placed what many considered a risky bet, deciding to invest millions of dollars in a small 
California biotech firm. ... That initial bet, which over time grew into a $150 million investment, has paid off 
in a big way. It led to the approval in 2012 of a breakthrough drug — the first that treats the underlying 
cause of cystic fibrosis rather than the symptoms, in a small subset of patients. (Dennis, 7/2) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: The U.S. Just Recorded its First Confirmed Measles Death in 12 
Years  
Health officials on Thursday confirmed the country's first measles death since 2003, and they believe the 
victim was most likely exposed to the virus in a health facility in Washington state during an outbreak 
there. (Izadi, 7/2) 

Stateline: States Limiting Patient Costs for High-Priced Drugs  
As more expensive specialty drugs come on the market to treat some of the most serious chronic 
diseases, more states are stepping in to cushion the financial pain for patients who need medicine that 
can cost up to hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. At least seven states — Delaware, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Montana, New York and Vermont — limit the out-of-pocket payments of patients in 
private health plans. (Ollove, 7/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: Medicare and Medicaid at 50  
Medicare and Medicaid, the two mainstays of government health insurance, turn 50 this month, having 
made it possible for most Americans in poverty and old age to get medical care. While the Affordable 
Care Act fills the gap for people who don’t qualify for help from those two programs, there are important 
improvements still needed in both Medicare and Medicaid. (7/3) 

Los Angeles Times: New Study Says Hepatitis Drugs Could Cost State Taxpayers 
Billions  
Jaws dropped earlier this year when Gov. Jerry Brown told the Legislature that he wanted to set aside 
$300 million for two years' worth of specialty drugs for Medi-Cal users, state prisoners and others covered 
by state health programs. Even with a general fund of more than $110 billion, $300 million is nothing to 
sneeze at. This week, a new study suggested that Brown may have been low-balling the cost of those 
new drugs. By a lot. (Jon Healey, 7/2) 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: State's Rate Review Shows Fewer Dental Providers Take Medi-Cal 
Patients 
State health officials last week released a review of the rate structure for Medi-Cal dental coverage. It 
compared California's payments to four other populous states -- New York, Illinois, Florida and Texas. 
California paid less than three of them. It also showed the change in dental provider participation in Denti-
Cal -- California's Medicaid program for dental care -- since 2008, and that number was particularly 
alarming to advocates. (Gorn, 7/7) 

The Associated Press: California Right-To-Die Bill Struggling Ahead of Key Vote  
A bill that would allow California physicians to help terminally ill patients end their lives is struggling to 
muster enough support ahead of a legislative vote Tuesday. Aid-in-dying advocates had hoped the 
nationally publicized case of Brittany Maynard, the 29-year-old California woman with brain cancer who 
moved to Oregon to legally end her life last fall, would prompt a wave of new state laws allowing doctors 
to prescribe life-ending medications. No state has passed right-to-die legislation this year, however, and 
efforts have been defeated or stalled in Colorado, Maine, New Jersey and elsewhere. (Nirappil, 7/7) 

California Health Report: Palliative Care Law Rolling Out Slowly, As Those in Need Wait 
Palliative care, which is medical care that aims to improve the quality of life for people with chronic or 
serious illnesses, is not widely available in California. A new law, SB 1004, passed by the Legislature last 
August, directs the state to create a palliative care program for people enrolled in Medi-Cal, California’s 
low-income health plan. Nearly a third of Californians — about 12.3 million people — are enrolled in Medi-
Cal. Advocates hope the law will open the gates to palliative care for all Californians, including those with 
private insurance. (Guzik, 7/6) 
 
California Health Report: Midwives Able to Accept Medi-Cal if New Law Approved 
In California there is a shortage of Medi-Cal providers across the board, but especially for expectant 
mothers. In many areas of the state families are waiting weeks, maybe months before seeing a doctor for 
the first time in their pregnancy. Many turn to midwives who have to turn them away because they are not 
allowed to accept Medi-Cal patients. New legislation could change all that. (Washington, 7/6) 

MEDICAID 

Kaiser Health News: Covering Poor Children Without Legal Status is First Step, Say 
California Advocates  
When Fabiola Ortiz heard California had granted health coverage to poor children lacking legal 
immigration status, she felt grateful. Since arriving in the U.S. illegally 12 years ago, she has taken her 
two youngest children to the doctor only for required school physicals and relied on home remedies for 
everything else. ... The coverage under Medi-Cal, the state’s version of Medicaid, is expected to result in 
more preventive care and better long-term health for an estimated 170,000 children who have long relied 
on safety-net clinics and emergency rooms. But while many policymakers, advocates and researchers 
celebrated the budget deal announced by Gov. Jerry Brown last month, they also said the new coverage 
is limited because it doesn’t guarantee access to doctors and doesn’t include adults. (Gorman, 7/7) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: Filibuster Divides GOP 2016 Contenders  
The Senate’s arcane rules are creating new fissures in the 2016 presidential primary: Candidates from 
outside Washington are vowing to gut the filibuster in order to repeal the Affordable Care Act, while GOP 
senators pursuing the White House want to keep the time-honored 60-vote threshold. (Strauss and 
Everett, 7/6) 

Los Angeles Times: In Ironic Twist, S.F. Is Worried Obamacare Could Hurt Its Most 
Vulnerable Residents  
Nearly 10 years ago, this county by the bay known for its progressive political leaps became one of the 
first in the nation to offer residents universal access to healthcare. Now the federal Affordable Care Act 
has been rolled out nationwide with the same goal in mind. But in an ironic twist, officials in this city are 
worried the new law could adversely affect some of the most vulnerable San Franciscans. The local 
health program known as Healthy San Francisco, which has served as many as 60,000 patients annually 
since its creation in 2007, is almost free. Obamacare plans, however, are not. ... County officials here are 
weighing ways to help residents pay for insurance plans offered through Covered California, the state's 
health insurance exchange. (Karlamangla, 7/6) 

MARKETPLACE 

Politico: NIH Sees Reversal of Fortune With Proposed Funding Boosts  
After a dozen years of flat funding, the National Institutes of Health has become a top target on Capitol 
Hill — not for less money but more, potentially billions more by 2020. It’s a remarkable turnaround for the 
huge medical research agency, one triggered by a confluence of circumstances. Fears that the United 
States is losing ground to international competitors in science and technology synched with lawmakers’ 
need to show frustrated voters that they can work in a bipartisan manner, and NIH offered “an easy win” 
on both, advocates say. (Karlin, 7/7) 

The Hill: White House Eases Up on New Medical Code  
The Obama administration announced on Monday that it will give doctors a 12-month transition period 
related to new medical codes that have drawn criticism from some Republican lawmakers as a needless 
expansion of bureaucracy. The deadline for doctors to adopt a new set of codes that identify medical 
conditions and procedures is Oct. 1. They are known as ICD-10, for the tenth version of the International 
Classification of Diseases. (Sullivan, 7/6) 

Reuters: Aetna CEO Addresses Antitrust Concerns Over Humana Deal  
Aetna Inc.'s chief executive said Monday he was confident any antitrust review of the health insurer's 
proposed purchase of smaller rival Humana Inc. would allow the deal to close in the second half of 2016. 
Mark Bertolini said Aetna had already prepared for possible divestitures to address overlaps with 
Humana's business in the largest-ever U.S. health insurance deal. The two sides announced the $37 
billion transaction on Friday. Hospital and state officials said they would take a hard look at whether the 
deal would diminish competition for consumers. (Humer, 7/6) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: The Battle for Control of the Human Breast Milk Industry  
It could trade for 400 times more than the price of crude oil and 2,000 times more than iron ore. If sold off 
the shelf, it could cost more than 150 times the price of a gallon of cow’s milk and 15 times more than 
coffee. Going for as much as $4 per ounce, human breast milk is a hot commodity that is emerging as a 
surprisingly cutthroat industry, one that states are now seeking to regulate. (Catalini, 7/7) 

The Washington Post: Most Antipsychotic Drugs Prescribed to Teens without Mental 
Health Diagnosis, Study Says  
A new study indicates that antipsychotic drug use has been on the rise among adolescents, even though 
most had not been diagnosed with a mental disorder. The study, published this week in JAMA Psychiatry, 
used data from thousands of prescriptions to analyze trends between 2006 and 2010. The percentage of 
teens using the medication ticked up during the time period, with the highest rates of usage recorded 
among teens ages 13-18, according to the data. (Gebelhoff, 7/6) 

The Washington Post: Breast Cancer and Mammograms: Study Suggests ‘Widespread 
Overdiagnosis’  
The importance of regular mammograms to ending breast cancer has been widely endorsed by everyone 
from a government-backed panel to patient advocacy groups and Angelina Jolie. Is it possible they've all 
been wrong? A new study in JAMA Internal Medicine published Monday looked at data from 16 million 
women in 547 U.S. counties in 2000. More than 53,000 were diagnosed with breast cancer that year. As 
expected, the researchers found that the number of breast cancer diagnoses rose with more aggressive 
screenings. The surprise: the number of deaths remained the same. (Cha, 7/6) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Smoking and Vaping Bills in Sacramento Flirt With Trampling Rights  
California's hostility toward smoking — it was the first to ban smoking in public indoor spaces, and many 
municipalities have made it illegal in certain outdoor venues as well — has helped give the state the 
second-lowest smoking rate in the nation (behind Utah). The question is how to push that number still 
lower than the current rate of less than 12% without trampling on the individual's right to make the unwise, 
unhealthful decision to smoke. (7/6) 

Huffington Post: State Medicaid Programs and the Changing Dynamics of Pharmacy 
Benefits Management  
When President Obama signed the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2010, millions of Americans received 
prescription drug coverage as part of their new health insurance. While this expanded coverage provided 
new access to prescription drugs for many Americans, it brought with it additional pharmacy requirements 
for both states and the federal government. Fast-forward to five years later and those ACA requirements 
are putting a heavy strain on state Medicaid programs. (Bruce Caswell, 7/6) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: E-Cigarette Bill's Next Stop: Committee Known for Killing Tobacco 
Legislation 
The stiffest test of a bill regulating electronic cigarettes is expected to come on Wednesday -- not in the 
health, appropriations or business and professions committees, but in the Assembly Committee on 
Governmental Organization. After passage in the state Senate, it's the first committee stop in the 
Assembly for SB 140 by Sen. Mark Leno (D-San Francisco). It could be a rocky reception. (Gorn, 7/8) 

Kaiser Health News: Lacking Votes, Calif. Assembly Shelves Aid-In-Dying Bill  
Backers of a bill that would have allowed terminally ill Californians to get lethal prescriptions to end their 
lives shelved the legislation Tuesday morning because they lacked the votes to move it out of a key 
committee. The End of Life Option Act, had already cleared the state Senate, but faced opposition in the 
Assembly Health Committee. (Aliferis, 7/7) 

Los Angeles Times: Lawmakers Warned about Death Threat Tied to Passage of Vaccine 
Bill  
California lawmakers and their security officers have been warned to keep an eye out for a man who was 
arrested last week after he spray-painted threats against public officials for the approval of a tough new 
vaccine requirement. The California Highway Patrol sent a bulletin to security officials in the Senate and 
Assembly about the felony vandalism arrest of Marlon Andrino, 28, of Ontario. He was arrested July 2 in 
Beverly Hills and released on $80,000 bail, according to a report by the Beverly Hills Police Department. 
(McGreevy, 7/7) 

California Healthline: Primary Care Adherence Linked to Fewer ED Visits among 
Californians 
Previously uninsured Californians who continued to visit their primary care physician or clinic after 
obtaining health coverage were less likely to visit an emergency department or hospital, according to a 
study highlighted in a blog post published in Health Affairs. For the study, researchers sought to 
determine whether the California Health Care Coverage Initiative -- a policy that aims to increase patients' 
adherence to a primary care provider -- resulted in fewer ED and hospital visits among newly insured 
adults. (Gnadinger, Health Affairs, 7/7). 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The New York Times: Republicans Aim To Hamper Obama’s Policies With Spending Bills  
From environmental and work force regulations to health care and contraception, congressional 
Republicans are using spending bills to try to dismantle President Obama’s policies, setting up a fiscal 
feud this fall that could lead to a government shutdown. ... In the House, one bill prohibits any federal 
money from being spent on the Affordable Care Act. Funds for the enforcement of new labor rules would 
be drastically reduced. The main federal family planning program, Title X, would be eliminated. ... A 
“conscience” rider would let employers in the District of Columbia refuse health insurance coverage for 
any service on moral grounds, and hire and fire based on women’s use of health services. (Weisman, 
7/7) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Birth Control Coverage Saves Women Significant Money  
Women are saving a lot of money as a result of a health law requirement that insurance cover most forms 
of prescription contraceptives with no additional out-of-pocket costs, according to a study released 
Tuesday. But the amount of those savings and the speed with which those savings occurred surprised 
researchers. The study, in the July issue of the policy journal Health Affairs, found that the average birth 
control pill user saved $255 in the year after the requirement took effect. The average user of an 
intrauterine device (IUD) saved $248. Those savings represented a significant percentage of average out-
of-pocket costs. (Rovner, 7/7) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Washington Post: CVS Health Leaves U.S. Chamber Of Commerce  
CVS, which became the first major drug store to remove cigarettes and other tobacco products from all of 
its stores last year, said it was "surprised" by reports that the Chamber had lobbied foreign governments 
to ease restrictions on tobacco sales. "CVS Health’s purpose is to help people on their path to better 
health, and we fundamentally believe tobacco use is in direct conflict with this purpose," CVS spokesman 
David Palombi said in a statement. (Bogage, 7/7) 

The Washington Post: Should You Have To Be 21 To Buy Cigarettes? Most Americans 
Say Yes.  
Three out of every four U.S. adults — including nearly 7 of 10 smokers — favor raising the minimum legal 
age to buy tobacco products to 21, according to findings released Tuesday by researchers at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. Currently, the minimum legal age for tobacco use is 18 in most 
states, 19 in four states — Alaska, Alabama, New Jersey and Utah — and 21 in various municipalities 
across the country, from Needham, Mass., to New York City. Hawaii is the only state that prohibits the 
purchase of tobacco products to anyone under 21. (Dennis, 7/7) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Heroin Use and Addiction are Surging in the U.S., CDC Report Says  
Heroin use surged over the past decade, and the wave of addiction and overdose is closely related to the 
nation’s ongoing prescription drug epidemic, federal health officials said Tuesday. A new report says that 
2.6 out of every 1,000 U.S. residents 12 and older used heroin in the years 2011 to 2013. That’s a 63% 
increase in the rate of heroin use since the years 2002 to 2004. (Girion, 7/7) 

The Associated Press: FDA Approves New Heart Failure Pill from Novartis  
Government regulators have approved a new pill from Novartis to treat heart failure, a deadly chronic 
disease that affects millions of U.S. patients. The Food and Drug Administration approved the 
combination drug, Entresto, based on studies showing it reduced rates of heart-related death and 
hospitalization compared with older drugs. More than 5 million Americans and more than 25 million 
people worldwide have heart failure, a disease that causes the heart to gradually lose its pumping power. 
It kills up to half of patients within five years, despite numerous generic pills and other treatments 
available. (7/7) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Improve Health Care: Track Artificial Hips  
To obtain better value for health-care dollars, it's important to evaluate in detail which ones are well-spent 
and which are not. The $150-billion-a-year market for implantable medical devices in the U.S. -- which 
includes everything from artificial hips to pacemakers -- is a good illustration of this challenge and how to 
meet it. Examining how well devices are working requires knowing where each one goes. Without 
tracking, it's difficult to find out which patients do better with one kind of device, and which ones are better 
off with another kind. (Peter R. Orszag, 7/7) 
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California Healthline: Study: Medi-Cal Beneficiaries See Gaps in Access to Health Care 
Medi-Cal beneficiaries face "significant" gaps in access to care compared with individuals who are 
enrolled in employer-sponsored health plans, according to a study published by the California HealthCare 
Foundation, Payers & Providers reports. CHCF publishes California Healthline. Medi-Cal is California's 
Medicaid program. For the study, UCLA researchers used the 2012-2013 California Health Interview 
Survey to compare 45 different aspects of health care between Medi-Cal beneficiaries and individuals 
with work-based health plans. (7/9) 
 
California Healthline: California Receives Failing Grade for Health Care Cost 
Transparency 
California was one of 45 states to receive a failing grade for health care cost transparency, according 
to the third annual report by the Catalyst for Payment Reform and the Health Care Incentives 
Improvement Institute, Modern Healthcare reports. For the CPR-HCI3 report card on state price 
transparency laws, researchers looked at legislation enacted in the prior year. The grades do not reflect 
pending legislation. (7/9) 
 
California Healthline: Why Expanded Health Care Access for the Undocumented is 
Unlikely, Despite Benefits 
Without another pool of potential enrollees, the Affordable Care Act likely will face enrollment stagnation -
- and that could threaten the country's steadily falling uninsured rate. Expanding health coverage to 
undocumented immigrants could help prevent that -- and do a lot more. "Road to Reform" this week takes 
a look at that population and the arguments for and against expanding health insurance to its members. 
After years of increases before the ACA, the rate of uninsured has since plummeted. In fact, CDC 
pegs last year's uninsured rate at 11.5%. But there are still 36 million or so uninsured U.S. residents. And 
there are fewer sources to "recruit" from. (Infantino, 7/8) 
 
SFGate: Assembly Amendments Kill Bill to Regulate e-Cigarettes 
State Sen. Mark Leno walked away from his bill to regulate e-cigarettes the same way as tobacco 
products Wednesday after an Assembly committee forced an amendment to the bill that he said he could 
not support. The San Francisco Democrat characterized the amendment from the Assembly 
Governmental Organization Committee as “dangerous,” while other supporters said it made SB140 
“toothless” by erasing a provision that would have labeled e-cigarettes as tobacco products and thus 
subject to the same regulations. (Gutierrez, 7/8) 

The Associated Press: Catholic Church Gets Win in Liberal California Legislature  
The Catholic Church, often out of step with California's liberal Legislature, notched a prominent win at the 
statehouse this week after aligning with advocates for the disabled and medical groups to defeat a 
proposal to allow terminally ill patients to legally end their lives. ... Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. 
Gomez wrote to the Assembly Health Committee last month, warning against a state that responds to 
suffering by "making it easier for people to kill themselves." An archdiocese website urged volunteers to 
get involved. Parishioners and seminarians called and met with legislators. Using English and Spanish, 
the Diocese of Orange urged parishioners on its website to write members of the Legislature to oppose 
the bill. (Blood, 7/8) 
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CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Reuters: White House Says Open to Working with Congress on Disease Research Bill  
The White House said on Wednesday it was open to working with Congress on a bill that would invest in 
disease research and would be paid for with sales of oil from U.S. emergency reserves. The House of 
Representatives is considering a bipartisan bill that would increase funding for the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health and the Food and Drug Administration to boost research and approvals of new treatments for 
rare diseases. ... The White House expressed general support for the bill but expressed concern about 
increasing funding without addressing mandatory spending caps known as sequestration. (Rampton and 
Gardner, 7/8) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: Senate Downplays Obamacare Repeal  
July was supposed to be the big month for Obamacare repeal in Congress. But Senate Republicans are 
downplaying expectations that they’ll use a powerful budget tool called reconciliation to undo Obamacare 
through a simple majority vote this summer — and conservatives are none too pleased. Republicans 
pledged earlier this year that they would use the budget reconciliation tool to knock out parts of 
Obamacare. That was to start this month, to get rid of some unpopular Obamacare taxes or mandates 
even if they can’t scrap the whole law. But persistent divisions among Republicans, along with the 
reelection concerns of some GOP senators in liberal or swing states, are again slowing things down. 
(Haberkorn and Bade, 7/9) 

Reuters: India IT Outsourcing Firms Seek Booster Shot From Obamacare  
India's IT outsourcing firms are betting on U.S. President Barack Obama's healthcare reform to rev up 
revenue growth, which is slowing as the $146 billion industry's key financial and manufacturing clients 
spend less on software services. The United States is the biggest market for the outsourcing industry, 
and accounts for 90 percent of all healthcare-related contracts, which researchers Everest Group expect 
to more than double to about $68 billion in 2020 from nearly $31 billion two years ago, largely due to 
"Obamacare." (Bhattacharjee, 7/8) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Patrick Kennedy on Moving Mental Health Policy Out of ‘The Dark 
Ages’  
Former Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., was a senior in high school the first time he checked into rehab. His 
struggle with drug addiction and bipolar disorder continued to haunt him through his 16 years in 
Congress. But his first-hand experience with these illnesses also drives his long-standing interest in 
shaping public policies to confront the challenges faced by people with mental health problems. ... 
Kennedy [talked] about problems he sees in the nation’s mental health system and the steps needed to 
fix them. (Pockros, 7/9) 
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The Washington Post: Fish Oil Pills: A $1.2 Billion Industry Built, So Far, on Empty 
Promises  
For anyone wondering about whether to take a fish oil pill to improve your health, the Web site of the 
National Institutes of Health has some advice. Yes. And no. One page on the Web site endorses taking 
fish oil supplements, saying they are likely effective for heart disease ... But another page suggests that, 
in fact, the fish oil pills seem useless ... Few issues better reflect the American confusion over diet. 
People in the United States spend about $1.2 billion annually for fish oil pills and related supplements 
even though the vast majority of research published recently in major journals provides no evidence of a 
health benefit. (Whoriskey, 7/8) 

Medical Daily: America's Heroin Epidemic Explained  
It’s easy to turn a blind eye to the current heroin epidemic the United States finds itself in. Most people 
are under the impression that no one close to them has a problem with addiction, no one close to them 
will ever have a problem with addiction, or people who have a trouble with addiction are a flaw in the 
human species. If only they knew how quickly and easily anyone can pick up a smack habit. (Caba, 7/8) 

MARKETPLACE 

Reuters: Medical Device Makers Beef up Product Guarantees to Woo U.S. Hospitals  
Medical device makers, facing sluggish sales and increasing pressure to prove the value of their 
products, are beefing up guarantees to compensate U.S. hospitals if a device does not perform as 
expected. Medtronic Plc, Johnson & Johnson and St Jude Medical Inc. are among the first to provide the 
newer guarantees, some of which offer to share in the cost of follow-up treatment tied to their heart 
devices, company executives told Reuters. (Kelley, 7/8) 

The Associated Press: Strong Sales, But High Abandonment for Fitness Trackers  
Deepak Jayasimha's fitness tracker is now with his father-in-law in India, where it sits unused. Annabel 
Kelly foisted hers off on the kids. Virginia Atkinson took hers off to charge the battery and hasn't picked it 
up since February. Although sales of Fitbit and other fitness trackers are strong, many of their owners 
lose enthusiasm for them once the novelty of knowing how many steps they've taken wears off. 
(Jesdanun, 7/8) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: The Case for Bigger Health Insurers  
A wave of consolidation is sweeping through the U.S. health-insurance industry. Most recently, Aetna has 
offered to buy Humana, and more such mergers are on the way. That must be bad news for consumers, 
right? Not necessarily. As a rule, less competition is bad, because it means higher prices -- and that's the 
last thing U.S. health care needs. But health care is a complicated business. The likely effect of these 
mergers on the cost of insurance isn't so clear-cut. (7/8) 
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CALIFORNIA WATCH       JULY 10, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Children's Services May Get Extra Year Before Move to Managed 
Care Starts 
The state Senate Committee on Health this week approved a bill to delay the move to managed care for 
California Children's Services, a program for Medi-Cal children with rare and complicated diseases. 
AB 187, by Assembly member Rob Bonta (D-Oakland), would put off the state's planned shift of children 
in the CCS program for a year, till January 2017. (Gorn, 7/10) 
 
Sacramento Business Journal: It's Time to Consolidate California's Dual Insurance 
Regulators, New Report Says 
The Affordable Care Act provides a powerful reason for California to ditch its complex system of dual 
insurance regulators in favor of a streamlined process, a new study concludes. An enrollment shift in 
2014 from the California Department of Insurance to the California Department of Managed Health 
Care — and the fact that DMHC now regulates the most enrollment in individual, small-group and large-
group markets — suggests DMHC should be the single agency. (Robertson, 7/10) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

NPR: Bill to Boost Medical Research Comes with a Catch  
The House of Representatives is planning to consider a bill Friday that could give a big cash infusion to 
medical research, which has been struggling in recent years. But the bill would also tweak the 
government's drug approval process in a way that makes some researchers nervous. Despite those 
worries, many scientists are cheering on the legislation. (Harris, 7/10) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The New York Times: Hillary Clinton’s Economic Agenda Aims at a Party Shifting Left  
Nearly 20 years after President Bill Clinton declared that “the era of big government is over,” Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is proposing muscular federal policies that would require hundreds of billions of dollars in 
new spending and markedly expand Washington’s influence in a host of areas, from universal 
prekindergarten to Alzheimer’s disease research. Her presidential campaign has said little yet about the 
costs of her policy ideas or how she would pay for them, but Mrs. Clinton is calling for government 
activism on a scale that she has not sought since her failed health care initiative in 1993 and 1994. (Healy 
and Haberman, 7/9) 

MEDICAID 

Health Affairs’ July Issue: Medicaid’s Evolving Delivery Systems 
In recognition of the Medicaid program’s 50th anniversary, the July issue of Health Affairs contains a 
cluster of papers focusing on how Medicaid is shaped by and has reshaped care delivery. Other subjects 
covered in the issue: variation in hospital childbirth costs and the nonprofit hospital tax exemption, among 
others. The July issue was supported by the California HealthCare Foundation. (Gnadinger, 7/7) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Washington Post: The FDA has Delayed Menu Calorie Count Rules  
The move comes amid persistent pressure on the agency from various corners of the food industry to 
delay enforcement of the rules. The FDA said that since February, it has received numerous requests 
from for a postponement, including from groups such as the Food Marketing Institute, the National 
Association of Theater Owners, the American Beverage Association and Publix Super Markets. (Dennis, 
7/9) 

ABC News: Affordable Care Act Will Cover Weight Loss Medical Services  
Losing weight is a universal struggle but now some weight loss efforts may not cost you as much money 
out of pocket. Weight loss programs that involve professional weight loss doctors or nurses and 
registered dieticians are now covered under the Affordable Care Act, legislation that expanded health 
coverage to millions of Americans and was upheld for a second time last month by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The ACA, signed into law by President Obama in 2010, requires insurers to pay for nutrition and 
obesity screening. (Good Morning America, 7/9) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: FDA Strengthens Warning on Prescription Anti-Inflammatory 
Medications  
A decade's worth of research on nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, or NSAIDs, has prompted the 
Food and Drug Administration to demand stiffer warnings on the labels of such prescription medications 
as celecoxib (marketed commercially as Celebrex) and diclofenac (Voltaren) about the increased risk of 
heart attacks and strokes in those taking the drugs. ... Those warnings come a decade after the FDA 
issued a public health advisory on the use of rofecoxib, better known as Vioxx, after it was found that 
those taking the medication had higher rates of heart attack and stroke. (Healy, 7/9) 

USA Today: Dental Problems -- Sometimes Deadly -- Driving More People to ERs  
What started as a toothache from a lost filling became a raging infection that landed Christopher Smith in 
the emergency room, then in intensive care on a ventilator and feeding tube. "It came on so quickly and 
violently. I was terrified," says Smith, 41, of Jeffersonville, Ind., who lacked dental insurance and hadn't 
been to a dentist for years before the problem arose last month. "I had no idea it could get this serious 
this quickly." Smith is one of a growing number of patients seeking help in the ER for long-delayed dental 
care. An analysis of the most recent federal data by the American Dental Association shows dental ER 
visits doubled from 1.1 million in 2000 to 2.2 million in 2012, or one visit every 15 seconds. (Ungar, 7/9) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: The App Will See You Now, But May Not Get the Diagnosis Right  
There’s a warning out today for those who go online or to apps to figure out why they have an upset 
tummy or nagging cough or occasional chest pain. Symptom checkers, those tools that ask for 
information and suggest a diagnosis, are accurate only about half of the time. (Bebinger, 7/9) 
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HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

The Kaiser Family Foundation: Renewals in Medicaid and CHIP: Implementation of 
Streamlined ACA Policies and the Potential Role of Managed Care Plans  
[T]his brief reviews the new renewal requirements for Medicaid and CHIP that are designed to maintain 
continuity of coverage for eligible individuals. ... While states have made significant progress 
implementing new enrollment processes, some aspects of the simplified renewal policies have not yet 
been fully implemented due to a range of challenges. While many states have been delayed in 
implementing the streamlined renewal policies, some states, including Washington and Rhode Island, 
have successfully implemented the new policies and achieved high retention rates with more than nine in 
ten enrollees successfully renewed. Managed care plans can support renewals by reminding members to 
renew and providing direct assistance with the renewal process. (Ryan and Artiga, 6/26) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

AllGov: Denti-Cal Enrollment Soars, While Dentists Flee—What Could Go Wrong? 
Californians don’t like to help poor people get dental care they cannot otherwise afford. Only Mississippi 
Medicaid dentists get reimbursed less than Californians, a ranking that didn’t happen overnight. And it’s 
not just benign neglect, although state lawmakers didn’t bother raising the reimbursement rate for about a 
decade. State lawmakers actively reduced rates 10% for children’s services in 2013 (since reversed) and 
totally eliminated adult services in 2009 (since partially reversed) as part of a slash-and-burn budgetary 
response to the Great Recession. The results of this public policy choice are predictable and, indeed, 
illustrated in a growing body of literature about how people fare without dental care and what the cost to 
society is. (Ken Broder, 7/9) 

The Washington Post: From $1,200 to $12,000: Why Nobody Can Figure Out How Much 
Childbirth Actually Costs  
If any single fact illuminates why reining in health care spending is going to be easier said than done, it 
might be this: we don't even really know why a typical, low-risk childbirth costs $1,200 at some hospitals 
and $12,000 at others. In fact, until recently it was unclear how much variation there was in the cost of 
childbirth in the first place. A new Health Affairs study examined nearly 275,000 low-risk childbirths at 463 
hospitals spread across the country and reported the ten-fold spread in the cost of having a baby. The 
good thing is that widely varying costs like this suggest big opportunities for savings. (Carolyn Johnson, 
7/9) 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N2vRL1_6YBQdW8SgjK_3wd4vH0/*N6S-5MKbNfjVW9cv5YP2XSZ7z0/5/f18dQhb0S64C7Bf-yvW12SCSd11j_kLW1N9qBF122Qx9W6xCMXW7c-nh9W3qYPyy3-g_DPW7W5gLv6lWnlZW1L5rdD705k0fW5ZP_5h6gbpKLVm-hYQ5yqYhmN13J0G8Tx3mPW8_hcff5fzFQHW2hxKtV5K81QrW5wMrQ42HL08mW7cG3sK4hgq-YW3_cWgr7BV2-1W3vvGSK3qwN4DW12P7pT4BLKhkW45dBQM3yLtqFN3txdndfcpW-N1qLsT9BBb2xW3w_qjP7mZSW-W5XNbSv3JFzwhVw0_Nr6-LXw2W30hK5d56McjLMBZHqskGddNW55b0tD4_T5cDW51mv_92xdT07W34YN8r4mtcj8MNYqHp9pXGrN5-nwCHTJr2RW2mj4M84Ljy3SW68qz_25qPGXGW2xtSsg2KJDJLW4MJdQD3KCj1MW51DtmL15fqmdW1XPXXf2bvyGxW9k3z_Y6ssxlbW4m1wFb6ZllSDW40qHmb18_nmBVKP9rX1CgDzXW6gyX6J6zxWZ5W6SPYtB3x0Dz4W6q6vPX75m7BvW7Gqf273fM0CvW6-Bzlk9bmRCqVfvgJj5pvzl4VL-hG513FdswW717-3P1yb6bjW5t4dj92Xd74wW16CvnP7X8DXcN7Z0Dmsw1D4NVytcBB28gLl3W5-Qhkh3dlZWZW7NCptl72LVVyW5K13z16nTWSJW7Ym5Sg90trZ-W7DHR4C67W5q9VQPd_b3drT7FW7yNDLC7vWMfVW7mJSFV4sSgLSW7LdWF21mnyWjW3SCTgL652fwqW4gMTCH8hDrqDW5xHswR6WV8YKW1pWJQR85LrDfW44Cr2G70sGPqW9d8s2b8XHkfff6GM-XR02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N2vRL1_6YBQdW8SgjK_3wd4vH0/*N6S-5MKbNfjVW9cv5YP2XSZ7z0/5/f18dQhb0S64C7Bf-yvW12SCSd11j_kLW1N9qBF122Qx9W6xCMXW7c-nh9W3qYPyy3-g_DPW7W5gLv6lWnlZW1L5rdD705k0fW5ZP_5h6gbpKLVm-hYQ5yqYhmN13J0G8Tx3mPW8_hcff5fzFQHW2hxKtV5K81QrW5wMrQ42HL08mW7cG3sK4hgq-YW3_cWgr7BV2-1W3vvGSK3qwN4DW12P7pT4BLKhkW45dBQM3yLtqFN3txdndfcpW-N1qLsT9BBb2xW3w_qjP7mZSW-W5XNbSv3JFzwhVw0_Nr6-LXw2W30hK5d56McjLMBZHqskGddNW55b0tD4_T5cDW51mv_92xdT07W34YN8r4mtcj8MNYqHp9pXGrN5-nwCHTJr2RW2mj4M84Ljy3SW68qz_25qPGXGW2xtSsg2KJDJLW4MJdQD3KCj1MW51DtmL15fqmdW1XPXXf2bvyGxW9k3z_Y6ssxlbW4m1wFb6ZllSDW40qHmb18_nmBVKP9rX1CgDzXW6gyX6J6zxWZ5W6SPYtB3x0Dz4W6q6vPX75m7BvW7Gqf273fM0CvW6-Bzlk9bmRCqVfvgJj5pvzl4VL-hG513FdswW717-3P1yb6bjW5t4dj92Xd74wW16CvnP7X8DXcN7Z0Dmsw1D4NVytcBB28gLl3W5-Qhkh3dlZWZW7NCptl72LVVyW5K13z16nTWSJW7Ym5Sg90trZ-W7DHR4C67W5q9VQPd_b3drT7FW7yNDLC7vWMfVW7mJSFV4sSgLSW7LdWF21mnyWjW3SCTgL652fwqW4gMTCH8hDrqDW5xHswR6WV8YKW1pWJQR85LrDfW44Cr2G70sGPqW9d8s2b8XHkfff6GM-XR02
http://www.allgov.com/usa/ca/news/top-stories/denti-cal-enrollment-soars-while-dentists-fleewhat-could-go-wrong-150709?news=856921
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N2vRL1_6YBQdW8SgjK_3wd4vH0/*N11dKpTp0VMcN8VMFYx54lND0/5/f18dQhb0S66X2WJLfhVWlP2N1g5L2WW11kP9S4_4mQpW3HcSbz2RMrpdVVNkj15FfWhlW5xjz__7Ym2zhW8Nxylp85-S9vW5nBWfz3vYxbHN1r4JhPlJRJcW3xNd5p69FbmJW2kdt7X3nmztMW2VKCgp8-tts2W3dR-LH4sjVMZW3rdb5D3kLMfhW7FKDvq2xjbBqW3CW-vL4P04fqW1Pcp9F8WCSQDW2yd7RB7_Dp4lW1__xxq4N0L-NW5FqqVm7qjKbpVnsSVb4xLbM4W2J2_mR7t8cTWW7Vg9Kt34lsmWW3p3R5D6cdhclW5LXMKc4kN8LTN2VfnCxGHCJZW2BKjbF4n38dLW8tVVRV2BlsfQW4rwkFb7DNX9TW3BXX5C263lP3W1wPsNW3K5mSyW1-4Zq11CDSvsVCntTk67t8tGW6mY7Pg1gWhtnW5PXyBS7NtSpXW4QK9ky6tL63pW13MKhw3Tgp8RW7S1rXp6JylDPW6GcYbV2KB2QrW5XvJ-D3M7y5mW1K-RVW412PfcW3_g5Q38lQjXFW74KR7_2P4zfZW9cvTL-4ZnDjnW9dvzPV4GZrlSMYNCzmW4vFMW6bPRPG6b0vjgW6BmPST1v1DGYW4WQFD47R3YHyW954NMc2jytQXW4x3S5k4FxV_PW7rBhMG8Lh5w_W3bW1156VLB9QW4v7YHD76MZFM0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*N2vRL1_6YBQdW8SgjK_3wd4vH0/*N11dKpTp0VMcN8VMFYx54lND0/5/f18dQhb0S66X2WJLfhVWlP2N1g5L2WW11kP9S4_4mQpW3HcSbz2RMrpdVVNkj15FfWhlW5xjz__7Ym2zhW8Nxylp85-S9vW5nBWfz3vYxbHN1r4JhPlJRJcW3xNd5p69FbmJW2kdt7X3nmztMW2VKCgp8-tts2W3dR-LH4sjVMZW3rdb5D3kLMfhW7FKDvq2xjbBqW3CW-vL4P04fqW1Pcp9F8WCSQDW2yd7RB7_Dp4lW1__xxq4N0L-NW5FqqVm7qjKbpVnsSVb4xLbM4W2J2_mR7t8cTWW7Vg9Kt34lsmWW3p3R5D6cdhclW5LXMKc4kN8LTN2VfnCxGHCJZW2BKjbF4n38dLW8tVVRV2BlsfQW4rwkFb7DNX9TW3BXX5C263lP3W1wPsNW3K5mSyW1-4Zq11CDSvsVCntTk67t8tGW6mY7Pg1gWhtnW5PXyBS7NtSpXW4QK9ky6tL63pW13MKhw3Tgp8RW7S1rXp6JylDPW6GcYbV2KB2QrW5XvJ-D3M7y5mW1K-RVW412PfcW3_g5Q38lQjXFW74KR7_2P4zfZW9cvTL-4ZnDjnW9dvzPV4GZrlSMYNCzmW4vFMW6bPRPG6b0vjgW6BmPST1v1DGYW4WQFD47R3YHyW954NMc2jytQXW4x3S5k4FxV_PW7rBhMG8Lh5w_W3bW1156VLB9QW4v7YHD76MZFM0

	Daily Health News Rpt 7-6-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-7-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-8-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-9-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-10-15

