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California Healthline: Medi-Cal Mental Health Waiver Approved 
Federal officials last week approved California's specialty mental health services waiver for the next five 
years, a big step in the state's effort to combine mental and physical health services. (Gorn, 6/29) 

Kaiser Health News: Disability Advocates Fight Assisted Suicide Measures  
As California legislators consider a bill that would allow terminally ill patients to get prescriptions to end 
their lives, disability rights advocates are speaking up in opposition. They worry that if it becomes law, 
depression and incorrect prognoses may lead people with serious disabilities to end their lives 
prematurely. The bill poses “considerable dangers” to people with new disabilities who may have suicidal 
thoughts, said Marilyn Golden, senior policy analyst at Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund. 
(Gorman, 6/29) 

Kaiser Health News: State, L.A. Near Deal to Boost Nursing Home Inspections  
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health could receive nearly $15 million in additional state 
funds and about 70 more staff members under a proposed new contract with the state to expand and 
increase oversight of nursing homes. But a yearlong training and certification process for new staff 
members means that the longstanding backlog of nursing home investigations could get worse before it 
gets better. (Gorman, 6/29) 

The Associated Press: California Vaccine Bill Goes to Lawmakers for Final Vote  
California lawmakers are considering a measure that will require vaccinations for most children in public 
schools. The state Senate was expected to take the final vote required before sending the contentious bill 
to Gov. Jerry Brown on Monday. The bill strikes California's personal belief exemption for immunizations, 
requiring nearly all public schoolchildren be vaccinated. While medical exemptions would still be granted 
to children with serious health issues, other unvaccinated children would need to be homeschooled. 
(6/29) 

The Sun: IEHP Hit Hard by Doctor Shortage, High Patient Demand 
The Inland Empire Health Plan, the dominant Medi-Cal contractor in San Bernardino and Riverside 
Counties, enrolled 350,000 new members last year, a 56 percent increase, among the fastest growth 
rates of any Medi-Cal plan in the state. Now IEHP must serve those new members while simultaneously 
coping with state and federal cuts in doctor pay – all this in an area that has struggled for years to attract 
doctors. The decision by the US Supreme Court on Thursday affirming federal subsidies for health 
insurance exchanges nationwide has no effect on IEHP’s situation, other than to add further legal stability 
to the Affordable Care Act. IEHP — created as a non-profit 19 years ago by the two county governments 
to better organize healthcare services for the poor – is innovating to meet the challenge. (Campbell, 6/27) 

Los Angeles Times: 35 California Counties Grant Healthcare to Immigrants In U.S. 
Illegally  
In the latest wave of such decisions, a group of 35 mostly rural counties in California agreed this week to 
grant healthcare to immigrants in the country illegally. For several years, just 11 of the state's 58 counties 
provided some form of low-cost medical care to these uninsured immigrants. But as of this month, 47 of 
the state's counties have promised to do so. Healthcare services in 35 of the smallest counties are 
managed by a state outfit known as the County Medical Services Program. (Karlamangla, 6/26) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: Politics Shift on ObamaCare  
The politics of ObamaCare are shifting. A law that helped Republicans sweep into the House majority in 
2010 and that contributed to Democrats losing the Senate four years later may be becoming a bigger 
political problem for the GOP than it is a liability for Democrats. The Supreme Court’s ruling on Thursday 
virtually guarantees that the law will remain in place for the rest of President Obama’s tenure, further 
entrenching ObamaCare as a new entitlement to stand alongside Medicare and Social Security. (Sullivan 
and Ferris, 6/29) 

Kaiser Health News: Burwell Says There is Still ‘Work to do’ on Health Law  
Could she believe what she heard? Sitting in her office Thursday morning, Health and Human Services 
Secretary Sylvia Burwell saw on her computer screen that the Supreme Court was about to announce its 
ruling on a challenge that could cripple the health law. "You knew this was it," she said." (Carey, 6/26) 

Marketplace: What Will Happen to State-Run Insurance Exchanges?  
The Supreme Court upheld a key part of the Affordable Care Act on Thursday, enabling health insurance 
subsidies to all qualifying Americans. The ruling firmly establishes the legality of Obamacare, but quite a 
few states had already moved forward in creating their own insurance exchanges. (Allington, 6/26) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: As He Launches 2016 Bid, Christie Embraces Underdog Role  
When New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie enters the race for president this week, he’ll do so as an underdog. 
... With a new slogan — “Telling it like it is” — Christie will also play up his brash persona, presenting 
himself as someone unafraid to take on unpopular issues such as overhauling Social Security and 
Medicare. (Colvin, 6/29) 

Los Angeles Times: Lack of Clear Front-Runner in Huge 2016 Field Highlights Fractures 
Within GOP  
What the party lacks is a clear leader in the 2016 field — or anyone, for that matter, who can plausibly 
claim a meaningful advantage — producing what is arguably the most wide-open Republican race in 
more than 50 years. (Barabak, 6/29) 

HEALTH IT 

The Washington Post: Watson’s Next Feat? Taking on Cancer  
IBM is now training Watson to be a cancer specialist. The idea is to use Watson’s increasingly 
sophisticated artificial intelligence to find personalized treatments for every cancer patient by comparing 
disease and treatment histories, genetic data, scans and symptoms against the vast universe of medical 
knowledge. Such precision targeting is possible to a limited extent, but it can take weeks of dedicated 
sleuthing by a team of researchers. Watson would be able to make this type of treatment 
recommendation in mere minutes. (Cha, 6/27) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Vaccine Against Meningitis B Gets a Boost From CDC  
Parents, take note! The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's vaccine committee has expanded 
its recommendation for immunization against meningitis B, a rare but potentially deadly strain of 
meningitis. The committee's revised guidance, issued late last week, broadens the group of young people 
that the CDC thinks should consider getting the shot, and increases the likelihood that health insurance 
policies will pay for the injection. (Neighmond, 6/29) 

The Washington Post: Anti-Vaccine Doctor Behind ‘Dangerous’ Autism Therapy Found 
Dead, Family Cries Foul  
Dr. James Jeffrey Bradstreet’s life was full of controversy. To thousands of supporters, he was a savior: a 
physician who claimed vaccines caused autism and promoted radical procedures to treat those afflicted, 
including his own son. To many others, however, he was a crackpot: a man who, despite his medical 
license, ignored science and championed dangerous, discredited and occasionally deadly treatments. 
(Miller, 6/29) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Orange County Register: ACA Medicaid Expansion Drives up Health Care Costs  
By design, Obamacare relies on Medicaid – the federal health insurance program for the poor – to 
expand health coverage. Since 2013, more than 11 million people have gained insurance through the 
federal program, which supports those earning below 133 percent of the federal poverty level. At the 
same time, there hasn’t been a surge of new or current primary care physicians taking on Medicaid 
patients. As a result, millions of enrollees can’t access a doctor and have turned to the ER for basic care. 
The best way to reverse this trend is to redesign how Medicaid is financed. (Sally C. Pipes, 6/28) 

The Washington Post's Monkey Cage: Conservatives Worry That Obamacare is a ‘Super-
Statute.’ It Isn’t Quite One Yet.  
The Supreme Court’s decision in King v. Burwell is an enormous victory for the Obama administration and 
the Affordable Care Act. By upholding the provision of subsidies in the 34 states that rely on the federal 
insurance exchange, the court ensured that 6.4 million Americans would not lose access to affordable 
coverage. Instead of dealing a devastating blow to Americans with ACA insurance plans, the court 
handed Obamacare opponents a crushing defeat. The last serious legal challenge to Obamacare is over. 
... Yet the ACA in 2015 is not where health-reform supporters envisioned it would be in 2010. Obamacare 
is a limited law, full of compromises that were necessary to secure its enactment. (Jonathan Oberlander 
and Eric Patashnik, 6/28) 
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Los Angeles Times: California Legislature Passes Mandatory Vaccination Bill  
Gov. Jerry Brown must now decide whether to sign into law a bill that would require mandatory 
vaccinations for nearly all California schoolchildren. The measure, spawned by an outbreak of measles at 
Disneyland that ultimately infected more than 150 people, cleared its final legislative hurdle Monday in the 
state Senate. Brown has not said publicly whether he would sign it. (Mason, 6/29) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

National Journal: How Far is Obama Willing to go to Expand Medicaid?  
After the law survived its latest potentially devastating legal challenge, Medicaid expansion will be a 
legacy-defining issue for the president during his last 18 months, one that will determine whether 
Obamacare achieves its full, desired impact. But how far can—and will—his administration go to achieve 
that goal? ... The administration has made ample use of that carrot as it has negotiated with GOP-led 
states to expand Medicaid. But it also is trying the stick, fighting with Florida this year over Medicaid 
expansion and federal funding for the uninsured while warning Texas that it could do the same there next 
year. ... But the agency has its limits. It has denied state requests to require people below the poverty line 
to pay premiums, as well as to limit benefits packages. One redline for the administration is requiring 
Medicaid enrollees to work or look for work. (Scott, 6/29) 

The New York Times: Court Lets Some Charities Avoid Rules on Birth Control Coverage  
The Supreme Court issued an order on Monday that allows certain nonprofit religious groups to avoid 
compliance with federal rules concerning insurance coverage of contraceptives for women. The order 
bars the Obama administration from enforcing the rules against the religious groups and church officials 
until the court decides whether to hear an appeal they filed this year. (Pear, 6/29) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Huffington Post: Communicating With Your Doctor on Facebook May be the Future 
of Healthcare  
We communicate with our friends, our families and our coworkers via email and Facebook, and 
apparently, most Americans also wish that they could keep in touch with their health care providers this 
way. A national survey of 2,252 pharmacy customers conducted by Johns Hopkins University's 
Bloomberg School of Public Health highlights the gap between what patients want from their health care 
providers in terms of communication and engagement, and what they're actually getting. ... Lee 
emphasized that of course, it's critical to safeguard patient information. But "Health care organizations 
need to figure out how to take advantage of resources like Facebook," she added. (Gregoire, 6/29) 

The Washington Post: The Workplace Perks That are In — and Out  
In its latest annual survey of what's in and what's out in the world of employee perks, the Society of 
Human Resource Management found that wellness benefits are only increasing in prevalence. For years, 
companies have been doing things like offering smoking cessation programs and rewarding employees 
with discounts for taking health assessments. But Evren Esen, director of survey programs for SHRM, 
said this year's data show that a greater range of benefits are quickly "becoming more integrated into the 
organizational fabric of companies." (McGregor, 6/29) 
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WBUR: More Health Coverage, and Perhaps More Health, for Same-Sex Couples  
You know how it goes: You have the great joy of the wedding — or of the gay pride celebrations that 
followed the Supreme Court’s marriage decision — and then the honeymoon’s over and it’s time to talk 
about the mundanities of stuff like (sigh) health insurance. But still, it can be at least quietly pleasing to 
contemplate the many a newlywed who’ll now qualify for insurance offered by their new spouse’s 
employer. (And that on top of the several million people whose health insurance subsidies were just 
saved by the previous Supreme Court decision, on Obamacare.) (Goldberg, 6/29) 

The Huffington Post: The Quality of Health Care You Receive Likely Depends on Your 
Skin Color  
Unequal health care continues to be a serious problem for black Americans. More than a decade after the 
Institute of Medicine issued a landmark report showing that minority patients were less likely to receive 
the same quality health care as white patients, racial and ethnic disparities continue to plague the U.S. 
health care system. That report, which was published in 2002, indicated that even when both groups had 
similar insurance or the same ability to pay for care, black patients received inferior treatment to white 
patients. This still hold true, according to our investigation into dozens of studies about black health 
across multiple disciplines. (Schumaker, 6/29) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: U.S. Chamber Works Globally to Fight Antismoking Measures  
When it came time to defend the tobacco industry, a man named Taras Kachka spoke up. He argued that 
several “fantastic tobacco companies” had bought up Soviet-era factories and modernized them, and now 
they were exporting tobacco to many other countries. It was in Ukraine’s national interest, he said, to 
support investors in the country, even though they do not sell tobacco to Australia. Mr. Kachka was not a 
tobacco lobbyist or farmer or factory owner. He was the head of a Ukrainian affiliate of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, America’s largest trade group. (Hakim, 6/30) 

Los Angeles Times: Sugary Drinks Linked to 25,000 Deaths in the U.S. Each Year 
By contributing to obesity and, through that, to diabetes, cardiovascular disease and cancer, the 
consumption of sugar-sweetened drinks appears to claim the lives of about 25,000 American adults 
yearly and is linked worldwide to the deaths of 180,000 each year, new research says. Low- and middle-
income countries are bearing the brunt of the death toll attributed to overconsumption of sugar-sweetened 
sodas, sports drinks and fruit drinks, according to an assessment published Monday in the American 
Heart Assn.'s journal, Circulation. Each year, more than 3 in 4 of the world's deaths attributed to 
overconsumption of sugar-sweetened beverages occur in those poor and developing countries. (Healy, 
6/29) 
 
Medical News Today: African-American, Latino Citizens at Increased Risk of Mental 
Health Issues 
Research conducted by the University of California-Los Angeles Center for Culture, Trauma and Mental 
Health Disparities investigates the extent to which African-American, Latino and Hispanic citizens in the 
US are disproportionately affected by chronic disease and mental health issues. Published in the 
journal Psychological Trauma, the first of two studies by the Center looked at certain negative 
experiences common among low-income African-Americans and Latinos. (6/29) 
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The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: FDA is Sued by Advocacy Groups That Want Gilead 
Hepatitis C Trial Data  
File this under ‘Show me the data.’ A pair of public health advocacy organizations has filed a lawsuit 
against the FDA, claiming the agency failed to release clinical trial data for Gilead Sciences’ hepatitis C 
treatments on a timely basis. And the move is only the latest installment in an ongoing drama in which 
researchers and patient advocates have tussled with drug makers and regulators over access to such 
information. (Silverman, 6/29) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: What Some Conservatives Aren't Willing to do to Kill Obamacare  
When the Supreme Court last week swatted down a legal challenge that could have crippled a 
centerpiece of President Barack Obama's health-care law, it merely kicked the debate back from the legal 
to the political arena. Conservatives are still determined to fight Obamacare. But now, they're fighting over 
how to fight it. The latest plan, floated by a couple of top-tier Republican presidential hopefuls, is already 
facing pushback from the right. In recent days, former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, officially a candidate 
for president, and Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, who appears likely to make his campaign official in 
July, have both hit on the same idea for getting rid of Obamacare. But it would involve killing a 
Washington sacred cow that is, if anything, more beloved of conservatives than it is of liberals. Namely, 
the Senate filibuster. (Sahil Kapur, 6/30) 

Los Angeles Times: Vaccine Opponents are Passionate, Persistent and Science-Averse  
Despite all the noise around mandating vaccinations for schoolchildren, most California adults -- some 
67%, according to a recent poll -- think it’s a good idea. We will soon know whether Gov. Jerry Brown 
agrees. On Monday, the Legislature sent him a bill that would end the personal belief exemption, a 
routinely abused loophole that has seriously eroded the immunization rates in many of California’s school 
districts. Children who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons would be allowed to attend school. 
(Robin Abcarian, 6/29) 

Government Health IT: The Missed Opportunity of Medicaid Innovation 
When CMS released a proposed rule to make significant changes to Medicaid last month, it was the first 
major change in 12 years. The proposed rule addresses a sweeping range of program goals, including a 
desire to “catch up” Medicaid to Affordable Care Act requirements and objectives now in place for 
Medicare and commercial plans. One of the most important parts of the ACA is also the least 
controversial: the creation of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI). Given a specific 
mandate and adequate funding, CMMI has already advanced innovation in healthcare. Today, CMMI has 
authored numerous value-based reimbursement innovations, all designed to improve quality and 
efficiency. These payment reform initiatives are critical to transforming healthcare from fee-for-service to 
fee-for-value. Despite the equal size of both “Ms” in the acronym, CMMI has much broader authority in 
Medicare than Medicaid. In Medicare, they can create new initiatives, grant waivers and even adopt the 
best results as new Medicare policy without congressional action. Medicaid is a different story. (Sultan, 
6/29) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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Kaiser Health News: Study Predicts Huge Toll of Hepatitis C Drugs on California Budget  
California taxpayers could be on the hook for billions of dollars to treat hepatitis C patients in various 
state-funded programs, according to a report released Tuesday by an insurers’ trade group. The analysis 
commissioned by the California Association of Health Plans estimates that paying for the patients’ high-
priced hepatitis C medications in prisons and state hospitals, or through Medi-Cal and other state 
programs, could range from $512 million to $5.1 billion. The wide-ranging estimates depend on how many 
patients are treated and how much the drugs are discounted by manufacturers. (Gorman, 7/1) 

Kaiser Health News: California’s Tough New Law Overcomes Decades-Old Distrust of 
Vaccines  
As the bill worked its way through the legislative process, it faced strong, consistent, vocal opposition 
from some parents, including a small group of protesters who stood vigil outside the Capitol in 
Sacramento for days before it was clear Brown would sign the bill. (Dembosky, 7/1) 

Sacramento Business Journal: Most Frequent Questions -- and Answers -- About 
California's New Paid Sick-Leave Law 
The California law mandating three days of paid sick leave for every worker takes effect on Wednesday. 
What are the most frequent questions from employers and HR managers? (Young, 7/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: Barack Obama Takes an Obamacare Victory Lap  
White House aides say the president isn’t under any illusions that Republicans will drop their objections to 
the Affordable Care Act just because the administration won the last Supreme Court fight. So while 
Obama will “discuss how we can move forward and continue building on the progress made under the 
Affordable Care Act,” according to the trip announcement, he’s not planning to get confrontational, 
avoiding the more controversial elements, one official said. In particular, the president intends to praise 
the efforts of Tennessee’s Republican governor, who has embraced key parts of Obamacare and is 
working to expand Medicaid in his state, a key part of the health care reforms and a top Obama priority. 
(Wheaton, 7/1) 

The Hill: Obamacare Ruling Paves Way for Lobbying Blitz  
Healthcare lobbyists across Washington are hoping to win long-sought changes to ObamaCare now that 
the Supreme Court has affirmed the law is here to stay. Last week’s ruling in King v. Burwell has unfrozen 
the field for dozens of healthcare groups that have been stymied in their efforts to tweak the law while it 
was still fighting for survival in the courts. (Ferris, 7/1) 

The Washington Post: Court Decisions Provided Nationwide Unity for States Split by 
Ideology  
The Supreme Court was no less polarized this term, nor were its opinions any less divided. But its 
landmark decisions saving the Affordable Care Act and declaring that the Constitution provides a right for 
same-sex couples to marry create nationwide norms for an increasingly divided country. That’s not to say 
the rulings were popular, although polls show that the cases came out pretty much the way they might 
have if put to a national vote. (Barnes, 6/30) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Hill: Medical Companies Paid Doctors $6.49B in 2014  
Holly Campbell, a spokeswoman for PhRMA, the nation's top drug lobby, defended the payments, saying 
they include funding of important clinical trials and facilitate feedback from doctors to companies about 
their products. “Collaboration between physicians and biopharmaceutical professionals is critical to 
improving the health and quality of life of patients,” she said in a statement. (Sullivan, 6/30) 

The Washington Post's Wonkblog: How New Drugs Helping Millions of Americans Live 
Longer are Also Making Them Go Broke  
Around the U.S., people with serious diseases like Agar’s are falling through the cracks, unable to afford 
the medication they need even if they have good jobs and good insurance. Patients with HIV, cancer, 
lupus, leukemia, hepatitis C and other serious conditions are paying huge out-of-pocket sums for 
necessary medication. These costs are putting heavy mental and financial stress on some of America’s 
most vulnerable people. (Swanson, 6/30) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The New York Times' First Draft: Jeb Bush’s Wealth Soared When He Left Governor’s 
Office, Tax Returns Show  
One of his endeavors included serving as a paid director to the hospital company Tenet Healthcare, 
which backed President Obama’s Affordable Care Act. The position invited questions for Mr. Bush, who 
as a candidate opposes the health care law. Mr. Bush profited handsomely from his Tenet shares. 
According to the newly released tax returns, Mr. Bush acquired $441,203 worth of stock in Tenet 
Healthcare in May 2011. The stock doubled in value by the time he sold it in October 2013, earning him a 
profit of $462,013 in just 29 months. Like other hospital stocks, Tenet rose sharply from October 2012 
through March 2013, when President Obama’s re-election made it likely that the health care law would be 
carried out. (Eder, 6/30) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: FDA Weighs New Restrictions on Liquid Nicotine Products  
The Food and Drug Administration said Tuesday it is responding to an uptick in nicotine poisonings 
reported by emergency rooms and poison centers nationwide, many involving infants and children. The 
agency said in an online posting it is considering whether "it would be appropriate for the protection of the 
public health to warn the public about the dangers or nicotine exposure" and "require that some tobacco 
products be sold in child-resistant packaging." (6/30) 

NPR: Caveats about Favored Access Method for Dialysis 
When it comes to dialysis, one method of accessing the blood to clean it gets championed above the rest. 
But quite a few specialists say there's not enough evidence to universally support the treatment's 
superiority or to run down the other options. "When we talk to [dialysis] patients in the clinic, we cannot 
address their profound question: 'Which access is better for me?' " says Dr. Pietro Ravani, an 
epidemiologist at the University of Calgary in Canada. "We just don't know, yet we are selling patients on 
a certain one." (Whitehead, 6/30) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: California Settles the Vaccination Question  
Congratulations, California. With Gov. Jerry Brown's swift signature Tuesday on a tough new mandatory 
vaccination bill, the state has established itself as a national leader on public health. Of course, it will take 
some years for reality to catch up with the bill's mandates. First there will be the inevitable lawsuits. And 
even if those don't delay implementation, it will still take a few years before all California students are 
immunized, because those currently in seventh grade and higher are not required under the law to be 
vaccinated. (6/30) 

The New York Times' The Upshot: How Jeb Bush Made a Profit on Obamacare  
Jeb Bush the candidate is not a fan of Obamacare. But Jeb Bush the investor made a big bet on the 
Affordable Care Act, and it paid off. According to tax returns released by Mr. Bush’s campaign on 
Tuesday, he sold $1,103,424 worth of stock in Tenet Healthcare in September and October of 2013, 
yielding a capital gain of $556,283. It hadn’t taken Mr. Bush long to double his money — he was selling 
shares he had acquired in 2010 and 2011. (Josh Barro, 6/30) 
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The Huffington Post: Meet the Secretive Lobbying Group Fighting Health Care Reform in 
California  
The nurses who showed up at state Senator Richard Pan’s Capitol office in May were furious. They had 
been assured by Pan, a Democrat from Sacramento, that he would be on their side when it came time to 
vote on Senate Bill 346, a charity care measure aimed at providing transparency to the state’s currently 
murky rules governing tax-exempt status for nonprofit hospitals. (Raden, 7/1) 

Los Angeles Times: Jim Carrey Calls Gov. Brown a 'Fascist' for Signing New Vaccination 
Law  
Jim Carrey has come out swinging against Gov. Jerry Brown for signing one of the nation’s toughest 
vaccination laws this week, barring religious and other personal-belief exemptions for schoolchildren. The 
Golden Globe-winning actor slammed Brown on Twitter, calling him a “corporate fascist” who was 
poisoning children by signing into law the vaccination requirements. (Rocha, 7/1) 

California Health Report: Nearly a Quarter of Californians are Obese, Study Finds 
Nearly a quarter of Californians are obese, and the disease disproportionately affects low-income people 
and certain racial and ethnic groups, a new study reports. The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research 
found that 24.8 percent of adults were obese in 2011–2012, compared to 19.3 percent a decade earlier. 
“Healthy eating requires a combination of money, time and resources, which not everyone has,” Joelle 
Wolstein, lead author of the study, said in a release. “Obesity results from a complex web of factors. Can 
you get fresh vegetables nearby? If not, can you get to the store? Is there a safe place to exercise 
nearby?” (Guzik, 7/1) 

MEDICAID 

Kaiser Health News: Study Finds Doctors Order Fewer Preventive Services for Medicaid 
Patients 
Gynecologists ordered fewer preventive services for women who were insured by Medicaid than for those 
with private coverage, a recent study found. The study by researchers at the Urban Institute examined 
how office-based primary care practices provided five recommended preventive services over a five-year 
period. The services were clinical breast exams, pelvic exams, mammograms, Pap tests and depression 
screening. (Andrews, 7/2) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Centene to Acquire its Managed Care Rival Health Net for $6.8 
Billion  
The Centene Corporation, a managed health care company, said on Thursday that it had agreed to 
acquire its rival Health Net in a cash-and-stock deal valued at $6.8 billion, including the assumption of 
debt. The deal would combine two providers of managed care in the United States, creating a company 
with more than 10 million members and an estimated $37 billion in revenue this year, the companies said. 
It would also expand Centene’s scale and give it a larger market presence in the western United States. 
(Bray, 7/2) 
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Kaiser Health News: Obama Asks GOP to Work with Him to Improve Health Care  
President Barack Obama called on Republicans Wednesday to find a bipartisan way to fix problems in 
the nation’s health care system rather than continue to fight over the health law. "Part of what I’m hoping 
is with the Supreme Court case now behind us what we can do is … focus on how we can make it even 
better because it’s not as if we’ve solved all the problems in our health care system," Obama said in 
remarks at an elementary school in Nashville, Tenn. "America still spends more on health care than any 
other advanced nation and our outcomes aren’t particularly better." (Carey, 7/1) 

The Washington Post: Poll: 62 Percent of Public Supports Supreme Court Ruling on 
Obamacare  
Twice as many Americans support the Supreme Court’s decision last week to uphold a key provision of 
the health-care law as are opposed, according to a poll released Wednesday. When told that the court 
ruled to allow Americans to continue receiving subsidies to afford health insurance in all states, about 6 in 
10 surveyed said they approve of the decision while about one-third disapprove, according to the latest 
tracking poll by the Kaiser Family Foundation. Although Democrats were more likely to approve of the 
decision, even among Republicans and those who view the Affordable Care Act unfavorably, about 3 in 
10 say they approve of the court’s decision. (Sun, 7/1) 

Bloomberg: With Obamacare Here to Stay, U.S. Wants to Tout its Benefits  
After the Supreme Court declined to gut the law in a decision last week, there’s an opportunity to build on 
gains in health coverage and also rectify some missteps in the Affordable Care Act’s marketing, Sylvia 
Mathews Burwell, the U.S. health secretary, told Bloomberg’s Al Hunt in an interview for PBS’s “Charlie 
Rose” program. “We as an administration haven’t done as much as we could to make sure people 
understand the breadth of the benefits,” she said. (Wayne, 7/1) 

The Hill: New Obamacare Enrollees are Healthier, Report Finds  
New ObamaCare enrollees are healthier and spent less on drugs than enrollees last year, according to a 
new analysis. The report from Express Scripts, the country’s largest pharmacy benefits manager, is a 
positive sign for the law, given the need to maintain a mix of healthy and sick enrollees to keep costs 
down. Still, ObamaCare exchange enrollees tended to be sicker than those in other health plans. Costs 
were 16 percent higher per member per month compared to non-ObamaCare plans, the report finds, 
largely due to higher spending on costly drugs for complex conditions. (Sullivan, 7/1) 

MARKETPLACE 

NPR/ProPublica: Industry Payments to Doctors are Ingrained, Federal Data Show  
Few days went by last year when New Hampshire nephrologist Ana Stankovic didn't receive a payment 
from a drug company. All told, 29 different pharmaceutical companies paid her $594,363 in 2014, mostly 
for promotional speaking and consulting, but also for travel expenses and meals, according to data 
released Tuesday detailing payments by drug and device companies to U.S. doctors and teaching 
hospitals. ... What is being seen for the first time now is how ingrained pharmaceutical companies and 
their sales reps are in the lives of those who write prescriptions for their products. (Ornstein and 
Grochowski Jones, 7/1) 
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HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Health Affairs: Despite High Cost, Improved Pneumococcal Vaccine Expected to Return 
10-Year Net Savings of $12 Billion  
In 2010 the US Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommended that the seven-valent 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV7) be replaced by the thirteen-valent version (PCV13), which 
provides protection against six additional serotypes of the bacterium Streptococcus pneumoniae. The 
higher price ... may be a concern for funding agencies and payers .... This study estimated the budgetary 
impact ... from 2010 to 2019. Implementing the PCV13 vaccine is projected to cost public and private 
payers $3.5 billion and $2.6 billion, respectively, more than PCV7. (Kohli et al., 7/1) 

Reuters: Few People Heading Toward Diabetes Know it  
Only about one in eight people with so-called pre-diabetes, often a precursor to full-blown disease, know 
they have a problem, a U.S. study found. Lacking awareness, people with the elevated blood sugar levels 
were also less likely to make lifestyle changes such as getting more exercise or eating less sugary food 
that might prevent them from ultimately becoming diabetic. (Rapaport, 6/29) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Politico: Congress’ Bizarre Idea to Pay for Health Care  
Now that the Supreme Court has settled the latest challenge to Obamacare, the next big health care 
news in Washington will likely be the 21st Century Cures Act, a $106.4 billion health care research bill 
that could come to the House floor in July. How will Congress pay for it? If you haven’t been watching, 
you’ve missed one of the stranger decisions of the year: the Energy and Commerce committee proposes 
to sell off 64 million barrels of crude oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. (Larry Goldstein and 
Lucian Pugliaresi, 7/1) 

The Washington Post: California’s Vaccination Bill May go a Bit Too Far  
The right to swing one’s fist ends at the next person’s nose, and — at least according to California 
legislators — the right not to get vaccinated ends at a statewide measles outbreak. That’s what 
lawmakers decided last week when they passed a bill mandating vaccinations for schoolchildren, 
regardless of personal or religious objections. California’s move to increase vaccination rates is welcome, 
though it may go slightly too far. (7/1) 

 

 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 

http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7XM2HK3YLCl8W7B1L197rz4d_0/*W793ygr8H--6GW2hpWY24gqTLs0/5/f18dQhb0SnGY6Z7w_zN59rLZcHzfX7W5kxthm4VSJLSW7GkdM45mbx_fW4CB-606W3RDgVH-L6-79YfBgW7b6h-C7tN2fVW9dthZQ1w132nW79-Nhd4zWTRGW32Lnpf4B8bP9Vshm3t2hgMLLVJZVqc4c3814W5mNLNv7bqTzMW7vp5Qy436_zfW3DVR8B7bjfcHW3_b4vf7-7Y5wW5DrvBj2pyTsNW2xrgDb8pmwJZN2yJF1WYT2jkW6NwZG61ftJ7ZW1x4lQB6Hq25xN6VRDsMbPt3YW36PDZl2Vv3csW1G8Mxx1Bb4rMN6D_R_HBs_mFW7v3jsY8_MjljW4mKxjs1ys4jPW7kKy_c8_LVy3W6fK_qk67R9RZW8Yxdk47CjkfTW8XR-Mx7sqxKfW2H7kfM2KXsZxW2257Zy490VX_W2QQZqP50q70CW4mHyTl48m8r8N91GHMphvnG9W3Sf-7N36SDMBVcWbVf4Wpz-0N3XtLTMqNxr9W2MDQ9l7Kd39CN5lt0BYvBVQFW61lPZv26fdwDW4nxBmZ36PnxbVnYP2w24lqhPW9bGpBz398SrpN8jZjVj5X_w1f78S5dS02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7XM2HK3YLCl8W7B1L197rz4d_0/*W793ygr8H--6GW2hpWY24gqTLs0/5/f18dQhb0SnGY6Z7w_zN59rLZcHzfX7W5kxthm4VSJLSW7GkdM45mbx_fW4CB-606W3RDgVH-L6-79YfBgW7b6h-C7tN2fVW9dthZQ1w132nW79-Nhd4zWTRGW32Lnpf4B8bP9Vshm3t2hgMLLVJZVqc4c3814W5mNLNv7bqTzMW7vp5Qy436_zfW3DVR8B7bjfcHW3_b4vf7-7Y5wW5DrvBj2pyTsNW2xrgDb8pmwJZN2yJF1WYT2jkW6NwZG61ftJ7ZW1x4lQB6Hq25xN6VRDsMbPt3YW36PDZl2Vv3csW1G8Mxx1Bb4rMN6D_R_HBs_mFW7v3jsY8_MjljW4mKxjs1ys4jPW7kKy_c8_LVy3W6fK_qk67R9RZW8Yxdk47CjkfTW8XR-Mx7sqxKfW2H7kfM2KXsZxW2257Zy490VX_W2QQZqP50q70CW4mHyTl48m8r8N91GHMphvnG9W3Sf-7N36SDMBVcWbVf4Wpz-0N3XtLTMqNxr9W2MDQ9l7Kd39CN5lt0BYvBVQFW61lPZv26fdwDW4nxBmZ36PnxbVnYP2w24lqhPW9bGpBz398SrpN8jZjVj5X_w1f78S5dS02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7XM2HK3YLCl8W7B1L197rz4d_0/*W4dlMZj95h-0lW4dhmN67XybP_0/5/f18dQhb0S3kc7zP-GTM1vjj2HFjglW4Qfnld5kcrRWW6l7HcQ1Y0bRvW3dqW_962TPpDW4Cg5fZ6qFJMvW18WZr01l71gxW51LDcl2W6C0lW2GrJ595b0YpNW8lR5H96W2rxMN7bSWK-yL92RV9gpTw12HfWCVYcPT_2grb2sW2x8d8-2WpcfXW27cNgP4-pxTMW7jJVvB3GPRTVW1Jj2dR8LRxR-W351ZjZ29sgkHW8-vYSx3ncBndW2mDghm1985dbW3xRcg_81MBZZW1tcyCW1SS6LxN4hH_f7Qdv5SN5nccCSVFPL6W1n82jT6NDZQHW5jTqtd6wXx5NW7ZvKWM1CQVVfN5vchZyxgzhyW2Rnvgy2hcBr-W4Ns_nL59lJBMW1d5yjH3T8qCQW2kYNH83PPFKsW6kMCyr4ynQCCW5CzyY66k0NBMW2_s_6h1RJJ68W3qFs7d8qnhzpW7Sd_zY87s-XHVbL-kf1C9LN2W2knjF65wFgQTW54skdc59msw7W6yDrNw23FW0nW8JcDBW6L1LtXV2Q1S23D0sFSW63Cxxv83zglQW4H9Z6m860r2wW8pmj4r8Gz-SRW8GsjWS2xLWpLN89ZMMKvxrZnf4PQZzL11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7XM2HK3YLCl8W7B1L197rz4d_0/*N311jGxykCThW7trVph1fJgFt0/5/f18dQhb0S2C62RwFJFW12hMwH6h_DymVjqL4H5VMLJVW3MnVwW5TKFxMW2N2vrt7X51F5W4TgLf_3GKw-_W5MmFsw4DGG4JW3127cd8SSFbQN5wBpWT2H86KW2f1tyt2Dl_3kW92SfRL5RWMztN9f97k2VRMv9W5hLYsc7x0vL3W93PwWx7mg63mW2SyWRr1ddnSJVnx2WQ4yKzPPVQ_j465FTddlW4YbFSj5jsS8PW7PZ0WL4N6bsYW2nkKqT2rTXcbW471-lz2FvpHmM4PWv8SC3WMW2_-B2x4xc0zWW1GDx8D4jbdC1W5jZ_hW70XFNPW6H-G0l5ySwwfW1dZWCW1m1g4DW794zSq6VLDk-W1lh2LZ4pp3klW2kqP-96B59xgW2KTdW34S2lKCW8HKMys1_N01DW7ZX7gd2lHyQyN29ZJsJQJRXBW4QB16y25QN0DW9c54TD983Ls8W4Kd_sf1CFNn3W27fHLS25cKwpW8H5txR3MpWSgVyxtHN8FXT41W4tm46Q6K7n8nW6DrDsB6pBV_NW2KBYpq99_KBQW41xhPG1Sd97yW95FpNM4Jdp8xVrglPD6PZ3shW88dSC9997Hz1W8nvr_D5JpmWQW87_qcr1Gw1r9W85_NVM30FBDVf84Gvrg11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7XM2HK3YLCl8W7B1L197rz4d_0/*W3ZldMG2KXN5bW2hQWyN1hkzW80/5/f18dQhb0S2Dh2S0ghgM1xQbjkm3TsW4NxvHK2x9pKHW2PlVh564cMFvW8F0jg98GPVvgW4sPMPS3SZVv9W5Cv6qX50z3LtW19cJz_6C3WDkW16Wb6-1vqFT9W8zjhsq8Zj9RFW1968r_6hLKh5W4HcXGs6JvxGqW24YQM382vy2hW5yfb307zRNZJW2x-g515rVgTLW1Jj7cy2FSdkYW56F1H732q0gzN3n_1G_4nsw6W1mw1T05dhmHWW7RpM5L7XBVZYW5BgtJ82g2TwtW2gmKMH6bLyGTW8bVDF53wzBFNW6C5Dnv7hgKZcW3j-P1W7Khlf4W8FQk0k2r0ZGdW1TRzjd4xdlpvW4lmtCY793yLVV63pNs1_55WNW3RSHmF60cjw5W7z-45l8Rk0n1W6jvVBt43Qx9JW1gZRRG6Z-v_XW4SgYJ83Pztl3W5F0h1P3V5kcwW1HNFz676hrNgW135VlR7xMwX3N8G0nxGSq4LDW37DHZW1w6YG5W77Txdg27znkkW31NSfJ3HxVLcVZX2r82hw8tMW9jd8Vl27cNfYW8GXSqs2fjd7FW95yNtJ7pLNwXW6GBC1J90tpF0W3qJHNS3ZM9h7N3LhVp_KCW0HW3JTHfq3MZFQrW3ZYgcW99dDBtW5f0t-Z3qQRjLW2kg11V7d67gDW7SYkKL4DlLWyW3V6fXY7T1TmS111

	Daily Health News 6-29-15
	Daily Health News 6-30-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-1-15
	Daily Health News Rpt 7-2-15

