
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       JUNE 15, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Medi-Cal Managed Care Audit Coming 
The California State Auditor on Tuesday is slated to release a report 10 months in the making that will 
analyze the efficacy of the Medi-Cal managed care program. Medi-Cal is California's Medicaid program. 
The state auditor's office, which began its evaluation in August 2014, announced it will release the report 
on Tuesday. (Gorn, 6/15) 
 
The San Jose Mercury News: Low Hospitalization Rate for California's Mentally Ill Draws 
Complaints  
The vast majority of patients who arrive at California hospitals with a psychiatric emergency are not 
admitted, a situation that has prompted some mental health advocates to ask whether enough is being 
done to help those who may pose a threat to themselves or others. (Gafni, 6/14) 

Los Angeles Times: State Lawmakers Set to Approve Budget with Increased Spending  
The Legislature is expected to approve a budget Monday that bets on California's economy to continue 
growing and sets the stage for higher state spending in coming years. The plan, which is not supported 
by Gov. Jerry Brown, includes $749 million more in discretionary spending than the governor has 
proposed. ... The lawmakers' budget plan, for example, would allocate $40 million, starting Jan. 1, to 
make public healthcare available to children who are in the country illegally. ... There's also $45 million to 
expand dental benefits for adults enrolled in public healthcare starting Jan. 1. (Megerian, 6/14) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

PBS NewsHour: Senate Bill Renews Debate over Expanded Access to Contraception  
Democratic Sen. Patty Murray’s introduction of the Affordability is Access Act this week has renewed 
debate nationwide about birth control access and affordability. The proposed bill would require health 
insurance companies to cover birth control pills if they become available over-the-counter. The bill builds 
on the Affordable Care Act, which requires that most private insurance plans provide coverage for female 
contraception. (Zukic, 6/14) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Associated Press: Vast Data Warehouse Raises Health Overhaul Privacy Concerns  
A government data warehouse stores personal information forever on millions of people who seek 
coverage under President Barack Obama's health care law, including those who open an account on 
HealthCare.gov but don't sign up for coverage. At a time when major breaches have become distressingly 
common, the vast scope of the information — and the lack of a clear plan for destroying old records — 
have raised concerns about privacy and the government's judgment on technology. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 
6/15) 

Forbes: As SCOTUS Decision Looms, Obamacare Satisfaction Reaches 86 Percent  
With a Supreme Court ruling that could pull subsidies from millions of newly insured Americans expected 
within two weeks, new data indicates those with coverage are happy and getting the health care they 
need. Eighty-six percent of Americans receiving coverage under the Affordable Care Act from either 
government-run exchanges. (Japsen, 6/14) 
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Reuters: The Voice of Opposition Past, Justice Kennedy May Save Obamacare Now  
Justice Anthony Kennedy was furious when a majority on the U.S. Supreme Court upheld President 
Barack Obama’s healthcare law. As he read the dissenting opinion from the bench three years ago, his 
anger was palpable. ... Now, as the country awaits a ruling in the second major challenge to Obama's 
signature Affordable Care Act, a question is whether the justice who was the voice of the opposition then 
could provide the critical fifth vote to uphold the law on the nine-justice court now. ... During oral 
arguments Justice Kennedy suggested the challengers' view of the law could put unconstitutional federal 
pressure on states, because if they failed to set up exchanges, they would lose subsidies. (Biskupic, 6/14) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Washington Post: Democracy Not ‘Just for Billionaires,’ Hillary Clinton Tells Crowd 
in N.Y.  
Promising a more hopeful, inclusive America ready to take on the big challenges facing the country, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said Saturday that she wants to be the champion the nation needs as well as its 
first female president. ... In a series of attacks that drew applause from the crowd, Clinton hit Republicans 
for wanting to repeal the Affordable Care Act, deport immigrants and take away “reproductive-health 
decisions.” Clinton said Republicans “turn their backs on gay people who love each other.” (Gearan and 
Rucker, 6/13) 

MARKETPLACE 

USA Today: Skyrocketing Drug Prices Leave Cures out of Reach for Some Patients  
Sophisticated drugs are opening the door, scientists say, to an era of "precision medicine." They're also 
ushering in an age of astronomical prices. New cancer drugs are routinely priced at more than $100,000 
a year -- nearly twice the average household income. Experimental cholesterol drugs – widely predicted 
to be approved this summer – could cost $10,000 a year for life. That's a huge increase from the price of 
statins, the dominant cholesterol-lowering drugs, whose generic versions cost just $250 a year. ... Even 
with insurance, patients may pay thousands of dollars a month out of pocket. (Szabo, 6/14) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: For Doctors Who Take a Break from Practice, Coming Back Can Be 
Tough 
Like many professionals, physicians take time off to raise children, care for sick family members or to 
recover from their own illnesses. Some want to return from retirement or switch from non-clinical jobs 
back to seeing patients. But picking up where they left off is more difficult in medicine than in most 
careers. In medicine, change occurs quickly. Drugs, devices and surgical techniques that were standard a 
decade ago may now be obsolete. Or a returning doctor’s skills may simply be rusty. (Gorman, 6/15) 
 
The Associated Press: Study of Returns to the ER Suggests Lack of Follow-up Care 
WASHINGTON (AP) — No one wants to make a repeat visit to the emergency room for the same 
complaint, but new research suggests it's more common than previously thought and surprisingly, people 
frequently wind up at a different ER the second time around. Already some ERs are taking steps to find 
out why and try to prevent unnecessary returns. (Neergaard, 6/15) 
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Kaiser Health News: Prescription Drug Price Battles Show No Sign of Letting Up 
The decision last week by experts at the Food and Drug Administration to endorse a pair of medicines 
aimed at combating heart disease brought on the latest round of hand-wringing over prescription drug 
costs. The drugs, which work to reduce cholesterol, are projected to cost anywhere from $7,000 to 
$12,000 annually once on the market. Patients will bear some of that cost, but the bulk will be paid by 
private insurance companies or the government through Medicare and Medicaid. (Shapiro, 6/15) 

The Washington Post: Exceptional Responders’ to Cancer Attract Scrutiny from 
Researchers  
In 2010, [Grace] Silva was diagnosed with anaplastic thyroid cancer, an aggressive and rapidly fatal 
disease with no effective treatment. Despite surgery, chemotherapy and radiation, the cancer spread to 
her lungs. As a last resort, she enrolled in a small clinical trial the following year. ... Silva got a drug called 
everolimus, approved for advanced kidney cancer and some types of breast and pancreatic cancer. The 
other patients died, but Silva’s tumors virtually vanished, to the astonishment of her doctors. Such 
inexplicable reversals have always existed in medicine, but until recently, outliers such as Silva remained 
little more than hopeful anecdotes. That could be changing. (Dennis, 6/13) 

ProPublica: Left in the Brain: Potentially Toxic Residue from MRIs  
With a family history of breast cancer, Marcie Jacobs decided in June 2001 that an MRI screening was 
her best preventive option. As is common with MRIs, Jacobs was injected beforehand with a contrast 
agent, a drug that helps sharpen the resulting images. But after a few of these treatments, she began 
noticing some strange cognitive effects. Jacobs began missing meetings. Over the next several years she 
had additional MRIs. (Gerth, 6/11) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Modern Healthcare: New AMA Leader Rejects Growing Movement to Regulate Out-Of-
Network Doc Bills  
Insurers, hospitals, and physicians likely recognize that out-of-network billing is a looming public relations 
nightmare, particularly with more Americans in health plans with limited provider networks. States that 
recently have adopted or considered measures to protect patients from surprise out-of-network bills 
include New York, Texas, and Florida. Nevertheless, the American Medical Association's new president-
elect, Dr. Steven Stack, an emergency physician in Lexington, Ky., told Modern Healthcare last week that 
the problem is mostly or entirely the fault of insurers. (Harris Meyer, 6/14) 

Los Angeles Times: Obamacare 'Sticker Shock'? Still Hasn't Happened.  
The depiction of the Affordable Care Act as a driver of huge increases in health insurance rates refuses to 
die, even though the record thus far shows that premium rate increases have shrunk since open 
enrollment for individual plans began in 2014. The drumbeat is sounding again, based on early and 
incomplete filings by insurers. The drum majors typically are conservative news sources anxious to show 
that sticker shock hasn't been eliminated, just deferred. But numerous general news agencies fomented 
the panic as well. (Michael Hiltzik, 6/12) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 

http://khn.org/news/prescription-drug-price-battles-show-no-sign-of-letting-up/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A+Daily+Health+Policy+Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=18405909&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ZJf7f5bjhzqXjPnup9BmKkeAA2NNe5Q1Sgfg73KZVcvtXjcAnIa8N-f5O7hFzaeKKS9Zfv2pNne87hpXXglyDTInnBQ&_hsmi=18405909
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W4h9F3X46_-2fW4H0B8094xYBW0/5/f18dQhb0S65P6_JdBzVWW6H41vYSNYW1zp2KN3dYkyNW969kgw2_W4_HW5VLVY31yXfBXW8Qty2m8lt0MqW6MQMWy7VPXkFW35rFY448Rv7gW7dcYkJ55kVYHW2HyfSm7Ktnc1W93PRZp8NtPFCW1HLH2f3W79ydW47M3wR6997zpW4fhppR3BRH4WW61Kw_j3kdSJ5W4X9mXT1fxkWMW5qLVXh7pQ0SKW73wTCD7thwy8W2vydY47vXRRvN61k3xw1nn9CN2xcsKrjc9wMW7bfXV5701sYxW63hyYH3y3rL6W33q0t486GVM0W68dkth2lHgnSW8vb_3w8DTgnWW5cVVT71Y8YWhW47H84q7tZ7V6N96F91MVTdF4W2JcsnZ4-1rS9W5M1zZ76k6PySW4h6kXt1YqB5cW4MHPsp3nfPdFN2mY_zGW_2pcW3NnRXZ2yT50RW47fFgV8L3PvjW7cwJ4j4fX13LW2VGxkb6z-ZndW52PYxv5s8gfVW3tBbLP143x9vVrzbsc2nDRyMW4P9Ssq464WYpW21L5p_2r90YKW568yCd67xBpRW4m6DRQ7hWGxfW2DgTvB8mgmrrW6plVKs2jdYJTN420wBmzswbkW34Jzsv45S_HpW6PzTCM2J3mRPVKKn7r1zjGZvW7_JyL_2N7TpDW6-SXKq92TbPmW7B6YLS6qVKqtW4DBggf4wx5W5W8WF00h6q1hLWV1WgNw4zt7B2103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W4h9F3X46_-2fW4H0B8094xYBW0/5/f18dQhb0S65P6_JdBzVWW6H41vYSNYW1zp2KN3dYkyNW969kgw2_W4_HW5VLVY31yXfBXW8Qty2m8lt0MqW6MQMWy7VPXkFW35rFY448Rv7gW7dcYkJ55kVYHW2HyfSm7Ktnc1W93PRZp8NtPFCW1HLH2f3W79ydW47M3wR6997zpW4fhppR3BRH4WW61Kw_j3kdSJ5W4X9mXT1fxkWMW5qLVXh7pQ0SKW73wTCD7thwy8W2vydY47vXRRvN61k3xw1nn9CN2xcsKrjc9wMW7bfXV5701sYxW63hyYH3y3rL6W33q0t486GVM0W68dkth2lHgnSW8vb_3w8DTgnWW5cVVT71Y8YWhW47H84q7tZ7V6N96F91MVTdF4W2JcsnZ4-1rS9W5M1zZ76k6PySW4h6kXt1YqB5cW4MHPsp3nfPdFN2mY_zGW_2pcW3NnRXZ2yT50RW47fFgV8L3PvjW7cwJ4j4fX13LW2VGxkb6z-ZndW52PYxv5s8gfVW3tBbLP143x9vVrzbsc2nDRyMW4P9Ssq464WYpW21L5p_2r90YKW568yCd67xBpRW4m6DRQ7hWGxfW2DgTvB8mgmrrW6plVKs2jdYJTN420wBmzswbkW34Jzsv45S_HpW6PzTCM2J3mRPVKKn7r1zjGZvW7_JyL_2N7TpDW6-SXKq92TbPmW7B6YLS6qVKqtW4DBggf4wx5W5W8WF00h6q1hLWV1WgNw4zt7B2103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W9djh4X88c4W5W1jpkrk1DYnDc0/5/f18dQhb0S2C82dYTs8V11WX71tYj5CW53K2ms4Ny4RpW20bPYy64dbBSW1vkhXc1KxJpvW5p9TQx6XDHyfW5nG0y43Dp2bwN4GzLLsnlh-KW8g9G8K1w37zsN6GZh-3z3z8KW4vq1-592K8QTW3DQ8G15hc3CJW4pKvf283_fnMW29vngn8Nw6YlW5-Kj8m6rjRwqW1VnVTX6j34nqF5W66flSScYW3FJF5g7nJQxdW3jd-7T3_RmyqW8lDKKV5Vhr41W3-6_mM2cW50lW6LNBxn8H6j9vW4rg3Jl7sRW0PN79nYmjjvb3vW55G5k978TNdRW8k1mhB61P-VqW3-xz7Y4nn6XsW1hhpfd9clkZ0N74-VjJJ_GWPW6FQm-94f0PSTW1sblQW9clCWGW4xS9RF25PpMhW2HMr7N1jT-3yW6T--hF1xVq-kW2HqprZ3ThvfWW4mBmk05nDrRXW53m0dl3tQwnfW3pP9Lh8PYfV8W4cKn5G59SnmVW6sJgSV226MP5W14JJy86tssPzW8rZBsM5SNWFfW7pbX1K675BcSW2tdS2m3k0MzqW85XYFK7kq-sWW95616f8rKTVsW95N2DZ6M_KrmN9hDZq1wLkchW6C_N6K7fJcWQf8P8-ls11
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W8w2Vrf4nJcsBW4C1BtL6dxc6Z0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5D8YXN5qW8d8gSm2qwv27VpSXSN2M0lP9Mf5rK4XD6prW39Dr-N8pCDMpW95DnHp4qYPGVW24MBx550SSCgW7nwMJH50SF13W7m1R8Y2z8ZX4VdDZcj97S3C5W8yGF441ZLF5sW3N8nCJ6PVKcrW6N3nBL8xGZPgW1695Wv5cTp29W5CkzdF16xdDjW7-7Y5w5DrvBjW2pyTsN2xrgGbW97s3HJ625bx1W6Gj8TS6bVry3W6hF8n169NG1wW6Pr3nq1TcntwW1njMtB6H5KL_MMNBCZMMQxXW80gSRf97rB1bW8xqZQR60SZqBW4v0zBs5zshXZW1pFQ8z5rZ2SxVb8x-X5r9nHPVZlSGH33Yw21W1nX_JR5HvPbZN3fyrCpNdns9W4sXrq08qtMNqN4ZFF23MfPptVg-Kcv4Wspb5W1s5wW13hTbRnW5zlLJd5xZp_0W7wTZy29jW9zfN8csGDVD2JBLW771ZH86_9hXqW1Y03RS2dSD2yW25L4Jt6_98lRW2nRzM357_jPTW3mfh3X6mNhGcW2_ySSF67bLcgW8D5nFl2-BmpFW7Z67yX1ydXY0W5ybSgk3Z5qSF0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W8w2Vrf4nJcsBW4C1BtL6dxc6Z0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5D8YXN5qW8d8gSm2qwv27VpSXSN2M0lP9Mf5rK4XD6prW39Dr-N8pCDMpW95DnHp4qYPGVW24MBx550SSCgW7nwMJH50SF13W7m1R8Y2z8ZX4VdDZcj97S3C5W8yGF441ZLF5sW3N8nCJ6PVKcrW6N3nBL8xGZPgW1695Wv5cTp29W5CkzdF16xdDjW7-7Y5w5DrvBjW2pyTsN2xrgGbW97s3HJ625bx1W6Gj8TS6bVry3W6hF8n169NG1wW6Pr3nq1TcntwW1njMtB6H5KL_MMNBCZMMQxXW80gSRf97rB1bW8xqZQR60SZqBW4v0zBs5zshXZW1pFQ8z5rZ2SxVb8x-X5r9nHPVZlSGH33Yw21W1nX_JR5HvPbZN3fyrCpNdns9W4sXrq08qtMNqN4ZFF23MfPptVg-Kcv4Wspb5W1s5wW13hTbRnW5zlLJd5xZp_0W7wTZy29jW9zfN8csGDVD2JBLW771ZH86_9hXqW1Y03RS2dSD2yW25L4Jt6_98lRW2nRzM357_jPTW3mfh3X6mNhGcW2_ySSF67bLcgW8D5nFl2-BmpFW7Z67yX1ydXY0W5ybSgk3Z5qSF0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W6r30WV6jvWv6W1bKqkC4yvjwc0/*W2MXxf67z4Mv2W1Nt-TD5fDf5Y0/5/f18dQhb0S65L6XNQnnW11M4H02Kj5fFTGscK1kmfQqW8R3B9z6nHvgHN3_PhCtJ-s-PW2wR-614nKzP3W94h-LJ87sWj-W1Q3TW46dCjgSN3BdPmK4t6kGW3Jj4tx188sprW8xhQX54vzc1xW2WsrQX3Q0FgQW67cDZH6z-svFW14PM1d4Ky8SpW6Hk8sX2xW10TW8yP7Lx86s0XXN34zHKS20TthW4L8smk7mK5M2VGG_Qm60BxMjW3LQP1h3CVpSnVC8CRz1XSx1qW26jsWZ4cnkTRW1N5jMs5hT_F1W7Ys5BM5z1xwKVPhD8g205JW0W7cyws03cF85tW2KVl3N8LbLZ7W1NJllV3JH5n7W64-GL87pylW2W15DmHR1LPpMxW1p5KZZ2NK67LW4yRNmH5gnpbPV_PJZv8M1HpSW6r6VZf3_Knk9N6vh5-bVNgBzW4wWc7Y8_HB3nN7XVFH5ywD_FW2CbBHM15_vDxW8B03kR588NPrW3Xv61B7r3vJnW8-cMsh2BYnPwW6FtBpr4xdSgcW5yJCFL4z6hk2W1GvK_h3qtrBtW8rn5LD8RMYYXW8S_4f83zbQN3W4QCxCf98SSsSW8836b29dW536W4tb9XC9f36DyW7Gv6mp707R90W6XT1Jr95cWRQW1LSyV389jC24103


 

 

 
STATE WATCH       JUNE 16, 2015 

California Health Report: Medi-Cal Docs Who Fail Site Reviews More Likely to Face Board 
Discipline  
Many Los Angeles County doctors who treat the poor in California’s Medi-Cal managed care program 
have earned poor grades on safety, cleanliness and other measures the state uses to monitor health care 
delivery for some of the state’s most vulnerable patients. Those poor marks, moreover, are often an 
indicator of even more serious problems. State records show that doctors who fail the managed care 
plans’ internal reviews or pass conditionally are twice as likely as other physicians to have been 
disciplined by the Medical Board of California, which licenses doctors and oversees the medical 
profession. (Urevich, 6/15) 

California Health Report: California Has Seen a 34% Increase in Medi-Cal Enrollment 
Since ACA 
California leads the nation in enrollment in Medicaid, the national health program for low-income people, 
and has seen a 34 percent increase in enrollment since the Affordable Care Act took effect, according to 
a new report. As the most populous state, it’s no surprise that California has the largest number of 
Medicaid enrollees — it did before the federal health law was enacted too. California is one of 29 states 
that have opted to expand Medicaid to cover low-income adults. Called Medi-Cal in California, the 
program now has about 12.2 million adults and children enrolled each month, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation report. (Guzik, 6/15) 

California Healthline: Prop.13 Changes Could Affect Health Care  
Proposed changes to Proposition 13, California's landmark property tax initiative, could generate as much 
as $9 billion a year for state and local governments. In addition to helping schools, public safety and 
infrastructure, the money would improve delivery of health care services, proponents say. Opponents say 
tinkering with the landmark initiative passed in 1978 would harm the state, including the health care 
delivery system. (Lauer, 6/15) 

The San Jose Mercury News: California Budget: Senate and Assembly Approve a $117.5 
Billion Spending Plan  
With a midnight deadline hours away, lawmakers on Monday approved a $117.5 billion state budget that 
pumps more money into child care, health care and higher education. Democrats speaking on the Senate 
floor said the budget "supports the least among us," while Republicans criticized the proposal, calling it 
"just a sham" crafted so lawmakers get paid. An initiative voters approved in 2010 blocks legislators from 
collecting salary if they fail to pass a balanced budget by June 15. (Calefati, 6/15) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Minneapolis Star-Tribune: White House Threatens Veto of Paulsen's Bill to Repeal 
Medical Device Tax  
President Obama’s advisers will tell him to veto a law sponsored by Rep. Erik Paulsen, R-Minn., that 
repeals a sales tax on medical devices. The White House made the announcement late Monday 
afternoon. It reaffirms a stance Obama took earlier when the device industry lobbied extensively to kill the 
levy. Despite the veto threat, the House is expected to pass the Paulsen bill this week or next and send it to the 
Senate, where it has strong bipartisan support. (Spencer, 6/15) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Most Americans Say Drug Costs Are ‘Unreasonable,’ Although They 
Can Still Afford to Buy Them  
Nearly three in four Americans say the costs of prescription drugs are 'unreasonable,' with most putting 
the blame on drug makers, according to a poll released Tuesday. The survey by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation found 74 percent of those taking prescription drugs find the costs unreasonable, as do 72 
percent of those not taking such drugs. (KHN is an editorially independent program of the foundation.) 
(Galewitz, 6/16) 

Reuters: Most Americans Want Congress to Ensure Obamacare Subsidies  
A majority of Americans say Congress should make sure Obamacare subsidies to buy health insurance 
are available nationwide if the Supreme Court rules that the payments in at least 34 states are illegal, 
according to a poll released on Tuesday. The Kaiser Family Foundation poll surveyed 1,200 people from 
June 2 to June 9 in both English and Spanish. (Gumpert, 6/16) 

Politico: GOP Rife With Tensions Over Obamacare-SCOTUS Response  
Senior Republicans who are worried they’ll be blamed for killing health insurance for millions of 
Americans have been busy assembling a range of options if the Supreme Court strikes down the law’s 
subsidies in 34 states. But the GOP senators running for president — starting but not ending with 
firebrand Ted Cruz — threaten to stymie their leaders’ carefully hatched plans. Any whiff that the GOP’s 
Plan B is a continuation of Obamacare is bound to spark furious protests from the conservative base, 
putting pressure on the presidential hopefuls to respond. (Raju and Everett, 6/16) 

The Hill: Former Bush Officials Map out Obamacare Backup for States  
If the Supreme Court rules against ObamaCare this month, states will have more power to demand major 
changes to the healthcare law. And a group of former Bush administration health officials have outlined 
what they think should be the terms of that grand bargain. (Ferris, 6/15) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

New York Times: Jeb Bush Announces White House Bid, Saying ‘America Deserves 
Better’ 
MIAMI — Jeb Bush, a son and brother of presidents, formally declared a White House candidacy of his 
own on Monday, portraying himself as the most accomplished leader in the 2016 field, vowing to wage 
war on Washington’s political culture and insisting that his family name gave him no unique claim to the 
Oval Office. (Barbaro and Martin, 6/15) 

Reuters: U.S. Drug Companies That Benefit From Trade Deal Should Offer Discounts - 
Clinton  
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton said on Sunday that drug companies that would benefit 
from a Pacific trade deal should sell their products to the U.S. government at a discount. "I think our drug 
companies, if they're going to get what they want, they should give more to America. They should be 
required to negotiate drug prices in America with Medicare because one of our big problems right now is 
exploding drug prices," Clinton said at a campaign event in Burlington, Iowa. (Sullivan, 6/15) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: Anthem, Other Health Insurers Are Eyeing Consolidation  
Another consolidation wave may be coming to the health insurance industry with Anthem Inc. playing a 
major role. Analysts have pegged Anthem as one of three potential bidders for Humana Inc., which is 
prized for its big presence in the Medicare Advantage program. (Terhune, 6/15) 

Reuters: CVS Health to Buy Target's Pharmacy Business For $1.9B  
For Target, the deal divests a business that was "modestly negative" in terms of profits. While Target will 
lose revenue, its sales, general and administrative costs will drop by $1 billion. Target Chief Executive 
Brian Cornell said the move fits with the company's focus on a handful of categories where it believes it 
can be most competitive including apparel, items for children and health and wellness-related goods. 
Target will continue to handle the sale of over-the-counter drugs. (Ramakrishan and Layne, 6/15) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Although Smoking Has Declined, Its Consequences Haven’t, Study 
Finds  
Smoking has long been associated with increased risks of cancer, but a research team has now 
estimated the number of deaths from a wide variety of cancers that are linked to cigarette use. According 
to a study published Monday in the journal JAMA Internal Medicine, almost half of the 346,000 deaths 
from 12 different types of cancers in individuals 35 years of age or older in 2011 were attributable to 
smoking cigarettes. (Pockros, 6/15) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Congress Doesn't Understand Health Costs, or Care  
Health-care costs are starting to accelerate again in the U.S., a sign that more effort is needed to 
constrain cost growth. Yet the House of Representatives is set to vote this week to do the opposite -- by 
repealing the Independent Payment Advisory Board. Following a 31-8 vote for repeal in the Ways and 
Means Committee, the vote in the full House looks to be overwhelming. It's crucial that the Senate not 
follow suit. (Peter R. Orszag, 5/15) 

Vox: Obamacare's Final Test: If It Survives the Supreme Court, It's Here to Stay  
In the next two weeks, the Supreme Court will rule in King v. Burwell, a challenge that threatens to 
dismantle Obamacare by ending financial subsidies for 6.4 million Americans. If the challengers win, it 
would throw the health-care law into chaos. But if the White House prevails, something equally 
momentous will have occurred: President Obama's signature legislative accomplishment will actually, 
really, definitely be here to stay. (Sarah Kliff, 6/15) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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California Healthline: California’s Adolescent Birthrate Falls to Record Low 
The adolescent birth rate in California has reached a record low, indicating that the state's efforts to 
prevent adolescent pregnancy are working, according to data released by the state Department of Public 
Health, the Lake County News reports. (6/17) 

Los Angeles Times: California Budget Deal Grants Health Coverage to Children In U.S. 
Illegally  
Immigrant children who are in the country illegally would receive public healthcare coverage in California 
under a budget deal announced Tuesday by Gov. Jerry Brown and legislative leaders. An estimated 
170,000 immigrants 18 and younger could qualify, marking another victory for advocates and lawmakers 
who have worked to make the state more welcoming to unauthorized residents. (Megerian and Mason, 
6/16) 

Kaiser Health News: State Auditor Slams California’s Oversight of Medi-Cal Plans Used 
By 9 Million  
California health officials failed to ensure that more than 9 million residents enrolled in Medi-Cal managed 
care plans had access to doctors when they needed them, the state auditor said in a stinging report 
Tuesday. Health officials might have learned about those problems from calls to an ombudsman’s office – 
but thousands went unanswered every month. (Feder Ostrov, 6/16) 

Vox: Planned Parenthood has Unveiled Uber, but for STD Testing 
For decades, Planned Parenthood has provided millions with STD testing and treatment. This week, the 
organization launched a mobile app that lets people order a confidential STD test through their phone, 
without needing to travel to a clinic. The service, called Planned Parenthood Direct, charges $149 for a 
urine testing kit for chlamydia and gonorrhea, the two most common STDs in the United States. If it 
comes back positive, Planned Parenthood will send a prescription to a local pharmacy for treatment ... 
Planned Parenthood is piloting the service in California, with hopes of eventually taking the program 
national. (Kliff, 6/16) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: AP Sources: GOP Leaders to Brief Lawmakers on Health Care  
House and Senate Republican leaders are ready to tell GOP lawmakers about their proposals for 
responding to a Supreme Court decision that could abruptly halt federal health care subsidies for millions 
of people. With justices expected to rule imminently and possibly obliterate a pillar of President Barack 
Obama's health care overhaul, each chamber's Republican leaders planned separate briefings 
Wednesday for their party's rank-and-file. (Fram, 6/16) 

Politico: NIH Boost Masks GOP Cuts Elsewhere From Obama's Budget  
House Republicans rolled out a giant $153 billion spending bill Tuesday that tries to put a kinder, gentler 
— some say smarter — face on what are still deep cuts from President Barack Obama’s domestic 
budget. More than in the past, there are clear winners led by the National Institutes of Health together 
with the Centers for Disease Control and modest new investments in education initiatives targeted to 
early childhood, disadvantaged minority students and the disabled. (Rogers, 6/16) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: A State Fix if Court Hits Obamacare?  
The White House claims it has no contingency plan if the Supreme Court strikes down Obamacare 
subsidies in 34 states that rely on HealthCare.gov rather than operate their own exchanges. Congress is 
so deeply divided that Republicans don’t even agree among themselves on what to do if 6.4 million 
Americans see the subsidies vanish. That could leave the whole mess up to the states — and they don’t 
have an easy remedy either. The 34 states would have to figure out how to establish their own exchanges 
to keep the subsidies flowing. Some red states insist they won’t even try to fix what they think is a 
Washington problem, meaning the coverage gap between red and blue states could become even 
deeper. (Pradhan, 6/17) 

Kaiser Health News: How Four Words in Huge Health Law Divide the Supreme Court  
In an analysis for Kaiser Health News, Stuart Taylor Jr. writes: "The U.S. Supreme Court is poised to 
issue a decision this month in a case that could again threaten a key aspect of President Barack Obama’s 
health law. But this time around, unlike three years ago when the court rejected a constitutional challenge 
to the law’s individual mandate, the case, King v. Burwell, focuses primarily on statutory interpretation." 
(Taylor, 6/17) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

CNN: Donald Trump Jumps In: The Donald's Latest White House Run is Officially On 
Donald Trump finally took the plunge. The real estate mogul and TV reality star launched his presidential 
campaign Tuesday, ending more than two decades of persistent flirtation with the idea of running for the 
Oval Office. "So, ladies and gentlemen, I am officially running for president of the United States, and we 
are going to make our country great again," Trump told the crowd in a lengthy and meandering 45-minute 
speech that hit on his signature issues like currency manipulation from China and job creation, while also 
taking shots at the president and his competitors on the Republican side. (Diamond, 6/17) 

MARKETPLACE 

Modern Healthcare: Antitrust Scrutiny, Logistics Would Complicate Any Large-Scale 
Insurer Deal  
Aetna, Anthem, Cigna Corp. and UnitedHealth Group have headlined a frenzied round of consolidation 
speculation among health insurers. But many of the rumored mergers would face significant external and 
internal hurdles. The sheer size of combined insurance companies would immediately prompt strict 
review from the Department of Justice, which investigates insurance antitrust cases. Any deal also would 
be costly and would complicate some companies' stated long-term goals. (Herman, 6/17) 

NPR: Defeat By Deductible: Millennials Aren't Hip to Health Insurance Lingo  
Young adults, who generally have little experience managing their own health care expenses, are finding 
it especially hard signing up for insurance under the Affordable Care Act, according to a study published 
Tuesday in the Journal of Adolescent Health. (Singh, 6/16) 
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The Fiscal Times: Paying Too Much For Your Meds? Americans Blame Drug Companies  
The vast majority of Americans believe that drug prices are unreasonably high, and point to 
pharmaceuticals firms’ outsized profits as the reason, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation’s Health 
Tracking Poll. The poll also found that one in five Americans on prescription medications say that they 
find it difficult to pay for their drugs, and that nearly three quarters of Americans know little or nothing 
about a pending Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare. (Garver, 6/16) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: FDA Tells Food Industry to Phase out Artificial Trans Fats  
Popular foods like pie crusts, frostings and microwave popcorn will be largely rid of artery-clogging trans 
fats after a decision by the Obama administration to phase them out over the next three years. (Jalonick, 
6/16) 

Reuters: Training Clinic Staff about Birth Control Options Reduces Pregnancies  
Training staffers at reproductive health clinics to educate women about birth control options ultimately cut 
pregnancy rates in half, according to a new study. For the new study, the researchers randomly assigned 
40 Planned Parenthood reproductive health clinics to receive training or continue normal care without the 
added training from 2011 to 2013. (Seaman, 6/16) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg View: Your Doughnut Is No Longer Out To Kill You  
Over the past decade, Americans have cut their consumption of "partially hydrogenated" solid fats -- also 
known as trans fats -- by 85 percent, thanks to government-mandated labeling, consumers' preference for 
more healthful products and changes by food producers. But the 15 percent that remains is far too much. 
That's why the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is right to make good on its promise to ban added 
trans fats entirely. It's a move that could save thousands of lives. (6/16) 

The Washington Post's The Fix: The GOP’s Looming Pickle on Obamacare  
If there's one thing that Social Security and Medicare have shown us, it's that once a big government 
program that provides assistance to many Americans is in place, you'll have a devil of the time rolling it 
back. Polling these days shows basically any reform that involves cutting benefits in these entitlement 
programs is an overwhelming political loser. (Aaron Blake, 6/16) 
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STATE WATCH       JUNE 18, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: Two Deals Boosting Healthcare to Immigrants Illegally in U.S. Are 
OKd in Sacramento  
As Gov. Jerry Brown struck a budget deal Tuesday that would offer healthcare to children in the country 
illegally, Sacramento County supervisors — sitting less than a mile away — also agreed to provide 
medical care for county residents who lack papers. Speaking of a statewide campaign for universal health 
coverage, Anthony Wright, executive director of the advocacy group Health Access California, said, "It 
was a big day for Health for All, in Sacramento and in Sacramento," referring to Capitol Hill and the 
county. (Karlamangla, 6/18) 

Kaiser Health News: California Law Will Allow Pharmacists to Prescribe Birth Control  
Pharmacists in California will soon be able to prescribe birth control. That’s under a new state law that 
grants expanded authority to pharmacists. While some doctors’ groups are skeptical, lawmakers say 
pharmacists can fill a need for primary care providers, especially in rural areas. (Dembosky, 6/18) 

Modern Healthcare: Low Medi-Cal Payments Could Weaken Expanded Coverage for 
Undocumented Children 
Primary-care providers say an expansion of Medi-Cal coverage to undocumented children in California 
will help them serve a population that is flooding the system. But some hospital groups point to the low 
Medi-Cal payment rates as limiting the value of expansion.Gov. Jerry Brown and legislative leaders 
Tuesday announced the move to cover children under 19 in a budget deal. An estimated 170,000 kids 
could qualify for the expansion. The coverage to qualifying immigrant children would begin in May 2016, 
costing $40 million in the new budget and an estimated $132 million in annual taxpayer funding after that. 
(Dickson, 6/17) 
 
Trust for America’s Health: California had the Fourth Lowest Rate of Injury Deaths in U.S. 
In a new report, The Facts Hurt: A State-By-State Injury Prevention Policy Report, California ranked fourth 
lowest for the number of injury-related deaths in the state, with a rate of 44.6 per 100,000 people. Overall, 
the national rate is 58.4 per 100,000. Rates in California decreased over the past four years for injury 
deaths, which includes drug overdoses, motor vehicle crashes, homicides and others. Overall, 17 states 
increased, 24 remained stable and 9 decreased. Injuries are the leading cause of death for Americans 
ages 1 to 44 – and are responsible for nearly 193,000 deaths per year. Drug overdoses have become the 
leading cause of injury in 36 states, including California, surpassing motor vehicle-related deaths. (6/17) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: Congressional GOP to Temporarily Extend Health Law Subsidies 
if Supreme Court Ends Them  
Congressional Republicans will move to temporarily continue health care subsidies for millions of people 
if the Supreme Court overturns the aid, according to plans discussed Wednesday in the House and 
Senate. In addition, the GOP proposals would dissolve many of the basic requirements of President 
Barack Obama's health care law, including mandates that most people buy coverage and most 
companies provide it to their workers, Republicans said. Eventually, they hope, the entire law would be 
repealed. (Fram and Werner, 6/17) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: Economists Predict Shockwaves if Obamacare Subsidies are Nixed  
As the U.S. Supreme Court prepares to rule on whether people in 34 states can continue to receive 
Obamacare health insurance subsidies, economists are projecting billions of dollars in lost healthcare 
spending for hospitals, drugstores and drugmakers if the justices say the payments are illegal. The 
immediate consequences of such a ruling would fall on the 6.4 million people who receive the subsidies 
and live in states that did not establish their own insurance exchanges under President Barack Obama’s 
healthcare law, instead relying on the federal HealthCare.gov website. The case, known as King v. 
Burwell, would not affect subsidies in the District of Columbia or in the 13 states that run their own 
exchanges. The decision could come as early as Thursday. (Begley and Humer, 6/17) 

California Healthline: Many Providers Hated the ACA When it Became Law. Have Their 
Opinions Changed Five Years Later?  
In 2009, President Obama said, "What's most telling is that some of the people who are most supportive 
of reform are the very medical professionals who know the health care system best." While the health 
care reform law eventually gained the backing of the American Medical Association, surveys and 
physician commentary over the past five years provide a striking contrast to Obama's assertion. (Drost, 
6/17) 

The New York Times: Top Plaintiff in Health Subsidies Case Awaits Edict Unperturbed  
Millions of people are waiting anxiously for the Supreme Court to decide the fate of President Obama’s 
health care law with a ruling this month on health insurance subsidies. But David M. King, a plaintiff in the 
case, is not among them. Mr. King, 64, said recently that he was reasonably confident he would prevail in 
his challenge to the subsidies, a central element of the Affordable Care Act. ... But Mr. King said that he 
was not really worried about the outcome of the case, King v. Burwell, because as a Vietnam veteran, he 
has access to medical care through the Department of Veterans Affairs. (Pear, 6/17) 

MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: How Not to Find out Your Health Plan Lacks Hospital Benefits  
Marlene Allen thought she had decent medical coverage after she fell in December and broke her wrist. 
She had come in from walking the dogs. It was wet. The fracture needed surgery and screws and a plate. 
Weeks later, she learned her employer health plan would cover nothing. Not the initial doctor visit, not the 
outpatient surgery, not the anesthesiology. She had $19,000 in bills. (Hancock, 6/18) 

Los Angeles Times: Health Insurance Mergers Don't Benefit Consumers, California 
Regulator Warns  
California's top insurance regulator expressed alarm Wednesday at the prospect of further consolidation 
in the health insurance industry. Dave Jones, the state's elected insurance commissioner, said 
consumers, employers and medical providers all could be harmed if industry giants such as Anthem Inc. 
and UnitedHealth Group Inc. pull off potential mega-mergers. (Terhune, 6/17) 
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Los Angeles Times: Health Insurance Giants Are in a Frenzied Search for Merger 
Partners  
The nation's biggest health insurers are speed-dating one another, searching for a partner worthy of a 
multibillion-dollar merger. Anthem Inc. and other industry giants are flush with cash and eager to swallow 
up competitors as they increasingly vie for individual customers on Obamacare exchanges and 
government business tied to Medicare and Medicaid. (Terhune, 6/17) 

The Associated Press: Senator Probes Retailers on Dubious 'Brain' Supplements  
A high-ranking Senate Democrat is probing retailers and online companies about sales of dubious dietary 
supplements, especially those promising seniors protection from memory loss, dementia and other age-
related problems. The pills, tablets and formulas targeted by Senator Claire McCaskill bear names like 
“Brain Awake,” ”Dementia Drops” and “Food for the Brain,” which claims to ease “forms of dementia such 
as Alzheimer’s disease.” (Perrone, 6/17) 

Marketplace: Health Care Costs? Let's Talk  
When a doctor prescribes a medication, most of us don’t ask how much it’ll cost. It makes sense: for a lot 
of people – both doctors and patients – talking about the cost of care is a totally foreign concept. (Plevin, 
6/17) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post's The Fix: No, Doctors Don’t Hate Obamacare  
If you have been to the doctor in the last couple years, you just might have run across that doctor who 
hates Obamacare -- so much that he or she tells you about it, unprompted. Donald Trump has, and he 
mentioned it during his rambling announcement speech on Tuesday. ... We don't doubt that Mr. Trump 
has a friend who is a doctor who said this. But this is an anecdote. And anecdotes are not quantitative -- 
at all. And sure enough, for just about every doctor who feels the way Trump's friend does, there is 
another doctor who is pleased with the new health-care law. According to a new Kaiser Family 
Foundation poll, opinions among doctors when it comes to the Affordable Care Act look a lot like ... well ... 
opinions among all Americans. If your doctor is a Republican, chances are good (87 percent) that he or 
she doesn't like it. If your doctor is a Democrat, there's an equal chance (87 percent) he or she will think 
it's a good thing. (Aaron Blake, 6/18) 
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STATE WATCH       JUNE 19, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Covered Calif. Negotiated Lower Rates by Providing Data to 
Insurers 
Providing data to insurers on Covered California enrollees' use of health care services helped to lower 
premiums, according to a recent study, the Sierra Sun Times reports. For the study, researchers from 
UC-San Francisco, the state Department of Health Care Services and the state exchange examined data 
from the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development to determine the health risk for patients 
who in 2012 used: Acute care inpatient services, or Hospital emergency departments. (6/19) 
 
California Healthline: Getting Autism Therapy Benefit Doesn't Mean Getting Access to 
Care 
When Tatiana Ciudac found out in January that Medi-Cal benefits included childhood autism therapy, she 
was ecstatic. Ciudac, originally from Moldova (near Ukraine) and now living in San Francisco, is the 
mother of a six-year-old boy with autism spectrum disorder. Her son had been getting a type of autism 
treatment called applied behavior analysis -- known as ABA therapy -- through a program at her child's 
school. The ABA therapy ran out once he hit age five, though. (Gorn, 6/18) 

Los Angeles Times: CalPERS Approves 7.2% Increase in HMO Rates as Drug Costs 
Climb  
Citing higher drug prices, the California Public Employees' Retirement System said its HMO premiums 
are rising by 7.2% next year. Rates for PPO, or preferred provider organization, plans are going up even 
more at 10.8%, on average, for 2016. This marks a departure from two years of more modest increases 
of about 3% at the giant pension fund. The agency’s rate hikes are a key barometer since it’s one of the 
largest healthcare buyers nationwide after the federal government. CalPERS spends $8 billion annually 
on medical care for 1.4 million active and retired state and local government employees and their family 
members. (Terhune, 6/18) 

The Sacramento Bee: Drug Companies Donated Millions to California Lawmakers before 
Vaccine Debate 
A subplot to the vociferous debate over the student vaccination bill moving through California’s Capitol is 
opponents’ allegations that the effort reflects the influence of the pharmaceutical industry. 
Critics of Senate Bill 277, which would eliminate the personal belief and religious exemptions for 
schoolchildren, accuse the measure’s supporters in the Legislature of doing the bidding of donors who 
make vaccines and other pharmaceuticals. The bill’s proponents and drug companies dismiss the charge. 
The companies’ lobbyist filings for the first quarter of this year as well as legislative committee reports 
show no connection between the pharmaceutical industry and SB 277. (Miller, 6/18) 
 
Capital Public Radio: Brown Now "Open" to New Taxes without Voter Approval 
California Gov. Jerry Brown says he’s changed his position on taxes now that he’s been elected to 
another term. He says he’s open to new taxes that would fund road maintenance and health coverage for 
low-income Californians. It was a core promise of his 2010 campaign, repeated in TV ads, debates and 
campaign events: No new taxes without voter approval. But this week, Jerry Brown called two special 
legislative sessions as part of the state budget deal – one on transportation, the other on Medi-Cal – and 
he says both could lead to tax increases on products from gasoline to tobacco. (Adler, 6/18) 
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The Los Angeles Times: Off the Streets and Into the OR: A New UCLA Doctor Turns His 
Life Around  
Two very different documents define James Maciel's unusual life journey. The older one is a photocopy of 
his court records from the late '90s, showing arrests for graffiti vandalism and possession of a handgun 
that landed him in Orange County Juvenile Hall and the Youth Guidance Center for six months. It is an 
unhappy souvenir of a teenage phase that could have led to hard-core gang life and all its dangers, he 
said recently. The other document is his new UCLA medical diploma, earned at the relatively late age of 
33 while he and his wife were raising their three children. The diploma is a passport to Maciel's upcoming 
residency in surgery at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, the Carson hospital that serves many low-income 
people and immigrants and is among the busiest in the state in treating gunshot wounds. (Gordon, 6/13) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Kaiser Health News: Congressional Bills Would Mandate Equal Coverage for Pills and IV 
Cancer Therapy 
A bipartisan group of House and Senate legislators introduced bills last week that would require health 
plans to cover the growing number of oral chemotherapy pills as favorably as they do intravenous 
chemotherapy. But an insurance trade group says that as long as drugmakers continue to increase the 
prices of the oral drugs, parity legislation amounts to a “shell game” that will push up everyone’s 
premiums. In recent years, states have passed oral chemotherapy parity laws at a steady clip. (Andrews, 
6/19) 

The Hill: House Votes to Repeal ObamaCare Tax  
Supporters of the bill say the 2.3 percent tax, which affects about 7,000 manufacturers nationwide, is 
holding back innovation on important devices like X-ray machines and ventilators. “Only in Washington 
would you impose a tax on life-saving medical technology and think you will actually reduce healthcare 
costs," said Rep. Erik Paulsen (R-Minn.), the bill’s lead sponsor. The House first voted to repeal the tax 
passed in 2012. While the bill does not include a plan to make up for the lost revenue from repealing the 
tax, supporters believe it stands a chance of clearing both chambers now that the Senate is controlled by 
Republicans. (Ferris, 6/18) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: How Will The Health Care Subsidies Decision Affect Everyday 
Americans?  
The Supreme Court is expected to rule on health care subsidies soon. As the country awaits the decision, 
PBS NewsHour interviewed people who would be personally affected by the ruling, and Julie Rovner of 
KHN answers their concerns. You can watch it here. (6/18) 

The Hill: House Bill Would Prevent Extension of ObamaCare Subsidies  
One of the House’s most conservative lawmakers wants to prevent Congress from rescuing ObamaCare 
insurance subsidies if the Supreme Court strikes them down this month. Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) rolled 
out a bill Thursday that would repeal most parts of ObamaCare if the court rules against the government 
in King v. Burwell. Unlike recently unveiled plans from House leadership, Gosar’s plan does not include 
any extension of the subsidies. (Ferris, 6/18) 
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The Hill: Boehner Pushes Back on ObamaCare Subsidies Extension  
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) is pushing back against the idea of Republicans simply continuing 
ObamaCare subsidies if the Supreme Court cripples the law. At a press conference Thursday, Boehner 
was asked why a House GOP plan included repeal of the individual mandate, which would just be “veto-
bait” for President Obama, and why Republicans would not just extend subsidies through the presidential 
election while looking for concessions elsewhere in exchange. (Sullivan, 6/18) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Wall Street Journal: Medicaid Vs. Cash for the Poor  
The study, from MIT’s Amy Finkelstein, Nathaniel Hendren, and Erzo F.P. Luttmer, used data from an 
Oregon health insurance experiment—in which some low-income citizens received access to Medicaid 
and some did not, based on the results of a random lottery—to estimate the utility of Medicaid coverage. 
They found that beneficiaries valued Medicaid at 20 cents to 40 cents on the dollar; in other words, for 
every $1,000 the states and federal government spent on health coverage, the average beneficiaries felt 
like they were receiving goods or services valued at $200 to $400. (Chris Jacobs, 6/18) 

Los Angeles Times: Rules for Medical Pot, Finally?  
California lawmakers are, again, getting close to adopting the state's first system to regulate medical 
marijuana. Even if they're 20 years late and it's difficult to craft laws for a largely lawless industry, 
legislators must not let another session end without passing a comprehensive bill to license and control 
medical marijuana. (6/18) 

Bloomberg View: Another Reason to Dismiss So-Called Death Panels  
I am often asked whether we could constrain health-care costs by trimming only end-of-life care. After all, 
the argument goes, so much money is spent on treating people in their last year of life. The problem with 
this perspective – leaving aside the complicated ethical issues involved – has always been the difficulty of 
predicting which year will be a person’s last. If you don’t know, what exactly do you change in practice? 
But now research has revealed something else: The share of health-care spending that goes to end-of-
life care is not as large as we’ve thought. Using Medicare survey data, a team of researchers led by 
Mariacristina De Nardi of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago examined health-care spending on 
Medicare beneficiaries. (Peter R. Orszag, 6/18) 
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