
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       JUNE 1, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Medicinal Marijuana Bill Retooled 
The Assembly Committee on Appropriations last week passed a bill to regulate the cultivation and 
distribution of medicinal marijuana. The bill is up for an Assembly floor vote this week. AB 266 by 
Assembly member Rob Bonta (D-Oakland) passed Appropriations on Friday (May 29) after it went 
through a transformation, combining AB 34 by Bonta and the original AB 266 authored by Assembly 
member Ken Cooley (D-Rancho Cordova). Bonta now is lead author of the current bill, and the co-authors 
are Cooley and Assembly member Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer (D-Los Angeles). (Gorn, 6/1) 
 
The Sacramento Bee: With Medi-Cal Ranks Swelling, Health Care Industry Funds 
Campaign to Raise rates 
In advertisements airing across the state, patients gaze plaintively at the camera and explain how 
California’s health care system is failing them. “Medi-Cal is me,” they say, many of them children. The 
spots are part of a $10 million salvo in a protracted dispute over how well the state reimburses doctors 
who see patients enrolled in Medi-Cal, the state’s insurance program for the poor. With ballooning Medi-
Cal rolls providing an impetus and a stocked budget providing the means, an alliance between labor and 
the healthcare industry is pushing to reverse a rate cut imposed during the recession. Year after year, 
medical interests have pushed California to rescind a 10 percent reimbursement cut authorized in 2011. 
Their arguments have failed to persuade Gov. Jerry Brown, who has again declined to include the 
restoration in his budget proposal. A pair of bills introduced this year to bump up rates either died or were 
amended to remove the rate increase. (White, 5/29) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: GOP Hits another Roadblock on Obamacare Repeal  
Repealing the law “root and branch” is probably out of the question, the chamber’s parliamentarian is 
hinting, because some parts of Obamacare don’t affect the federal budget. That’s a must in order to use 
the obscure procedure known in Senate parlance as reconciliation, which allows lawmakers to avoid the 
60-vote filibuster hurdle and pass bills on a simple majority vote. That’s not the GOP’s only problem. 
Under those rules any Obamacare repeal has to reduce — not increase — the deficit. So Republicans will 
have to pick and choose which parts of the Affordable Care Act they most want to ditch. (Bade and 
Haberkorn, 6/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Politico: Experts See Big Price Hikes for Obamacare  
The cost of Obamacare could rise for millions of Americans next year, with one insurer proposing a 50 
percent hike in premiums, fueling the controversy about just how “affordable” the Affordable Care Act 
really is. The eye-popping 50 percent hike by New Mexico insurer Blue Cross Blue Shield is an outlier, 
and state officials may not allow it to go through. But health insurance experts are predicting that 
premiums will rise more significantly in 2016 than in the first two years of Obamacare exchange coverage. 
In 2015, for example, premiums increased by an average of 5.4 percent, according to PwC’s Health 
Research Institute. (Demko, 5/30) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Federal Investigators Fault Medicare’s Reliance on Doctors for Pay 
Standards  
The government relies too heavily on advice from the American Medical Association in deciding how 
much to pay doctors under Medicare, and the decisions may be biased because the doctors have 
potential conflicts of interest, federal investigators say in a new report. This reliance on the association, 
combined with flaws in data collected by the influential doctors’ group, “could result in inaccurate 
Medicare payment rates,” the investigators said. (Pear, 5/31) 

The Wall Street Journal: U.S. Drug Shortages Frustrate Doctors, Patients  
Robin Miller, a 62-year-old oncologist in Atlanta with bladder cancer, was scheduled to receive a 
potentially lifesaving drug in December. But her doctor’s office called shortly before the appointment to 
say: “Sorry, we don’t have any. We can’t give it to you,” according to Dr. Miller. The disruption was due to 
a global shortage of the drug, BCG, which arose after manufacturing problems at two of the few global 
suppliers. Without the drug, Dr. Miller feared her cancer would come back and she would have to have 
her bladder removed, a step she called “barbaric.” (Loftus, 5/31) 

The Associated Press: Report: Health Insurer Humana Considering a Sale  
Humana shares soared well beyond all-time high prices Friday afternoon on speculation that the 
company, one of the nation's biggest health insurers, might be up for sale. Analysts have been discussing 
for a few weeks the possibility that large health insurers flush with cash may be hunting for a big 
acquisition. Deal-friendly low interest rates and expectations for another wave of consolidation also are 
fueling the speculation. (Murphy, 5/30) 

HEALTH IT 

Kaiser Health News: What Patients Gain by Reading Their Doctor’s Notes 
During a recent physical, Jeff Gordon’s doctor told him he may be pre-diabetic. It was a quick mention, 
mixed in with a review of blood pressure numbers, other vital statistics like his heart rate, height and 
weight, and details about his prescription for cholesterol medication. Normally, Gordon, 70, a food broker 
who lives in Washington, D.C., would have paid it little attention. But his physician, who recently joined 
MedStar Health, uses the system’s Web portal that allows him to share his office notes with patients. For 
Gordon, seeing the word “pre-diabetic” in writing made it difficult to ignore, and he took action. He 
contacted MedStar about joining a pre-diabetes clinical study. In the course of taking the tests required to 
participate, the otherwise healthy septuagenarian found out his blood sugar wasn’t elevated enough to 
qualify. (Luthra, 6/1) 

Politico: Health Care Spending Billions to Protect The Records it Spent Billions to Install  
The hacking of the health records of as many as 1 in 3 Americans has awakened the health care industry 
to an unpleasant reality: After spending billions to install computerized documents in hospitals and 
networks, it now must spend billions more to make them secure. (Allen, 6/1) 
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Kaiser Health News: EHealth Sees Once-Thriving Business Decline after Health Law’s 
Exchanges Open  
The Affordable Care Act was expected to be a boon for eHealth Inc., the nation’s largest online health 
insurance broker. After all, the law required most Americans to have coverage, provided government 
assistance to afford it and allowed Internet brokers to sell Obamacare policies. (Galewitz, 6/1) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

NPR: S.C. Sen. Lindsey Graham Joins Battle for Republican Nomination 
Three-term U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham has become the latest entrant into the GOP presidential field, 
announcing his candidacy Monday in his hometown of Central, S.C. "I want to be president to protect our 
nation that we all love so much. So get ready. I'm ready," he told supporters. "I want to be president to 
defeat the enemies that are trying to kill us, not just penalize them or criticize them or contain them, but 
defeat them." (Naylor, 6/1) 

The Washington Post: Clinton’s Campaign Will Make Substance Abuse, Mental Health 
Key Issues  
Clinton senior policy advisers Ann O'Leary and Maya Harris participated in Google hangouts Friday with 
treatment providers, law enforcement officers, local politicians and others in Iowa and New Hampshire, a 
Clinton aide said. The groups discussed the scourge of opiate addiction, which is decimating New 
Hampshire and is a growing problem in Iowa, and the use of methamphetamines in Iowa. (Zezima, 5/31) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

NPR: Does Your Neighborhood Doom You to an Early Death?  
As health care providers, we can work hard to provide good care and even advocate for expanded 
access to health care, but that there are a myriad of other greater factors that contribute to people dying 
early. Those factors aren't within any individual's control; they that can only be addressed by the larger 
society. But as a culture it seems like we've decided that we're okay with not addressing environmental 
factors, which means we're okay with T.S's baby having a life expectancy that is almost a decade less 
than a baby born the next neighborhood over. (Kelli Dunham, 5/31) 

The Seattle Times: Can You be Addicted to Food?  
No one doubts the reality — or seriousness — of addiction to alcohol, tobacco or other drugs, but bring 
up food addiction and you might get a few eye rolls. However, research suggests that food addiction is far 
more than just an excuse for overeating. One conundrum with food addiction is that unlike alcohol or 
drugs, we need food. We depend on food to live. There’s a saying in Overeaters Anonymous: “When you 
are addicted to alcohol, you put the tiger in the cage and leave it there in order to recover. When you are 
addicted to food, you put the tiger in the cage but take it out three times a day for a walk.” (Carrie 
Dennett, 5/31) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 
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STATE WATCH       JUNE 2, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Protest Rises over Medi-Cal Rates 
The Capitol lawn is going to be a little livelier on Tuesday, as hundreds of protesters from across the state 
are planning to gather in Sacramento in an effort to boost Medi-Cal provider rates. The state's budget is 
due June 15, and a consortium of health advocates and providers want to use the next two weeks to drive 
home the point that low rates equal poor access. The number of Californians on Medi-Cal has now grown 
to 12.3 million, about a third of the state's population. That's an increase of 3.7 million people since 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act started in January 2014. All of those people need care and, 
according to Molly Weedn, associate vice president of public affairs at the California Medical Association, 
the state's providers have become more and more reluctant to take on Medi-Cal beneficiaries. (Gorn, 6/2) 

The Washington Post: Study: Nearly Third of Teens Changed Health Habits Based on 
Online Search  
Some good news about teens and the Internet: Many switch to healthier habits after consulting the Web. 
In the first national study in more than a decade to look at how adolescents use digital tools for health 
information, nearly one-third of teenagers said they used online data to improve behavior — such as 
cutting back on drinking soda, using exercise to combat depression and trying healthier recipes — 
according to a study to be released Tuesday by researchers at Northwestern University. (Sun, 6/2) 

The Associated Press: Court Officials Say Contract Prisons Offer Poor Health Care  
Contract prisons in California provide such poor health care that a federal official on Monday questioned 
Gov. Jerry Brown's plans to bring additional inmates back from private prisons in other states. While care 
in the 34 state-operated prisons has generally been improving, there has been little progress for the more 
than 4,000 patients housed at seven publicly and privately operated prisons, J. Clark Kelso, the federal 
receiver who controls the state's prison health care system, said in a report. (Thompson, 6/1) 

The San Diego Union-Tribune: Anthem Succeeds in Bid to Cut Costs 
Sometimes, paying more upfront can cost less in the long run. That has been the case for a collaborative 
effort of the state’s largest for-profit health insurance company and a handful of doctor groups that worked 
to coordinate the care of 200,000 patients with multiple chronic conditions. Today, Anthem Blue Cross of 
California is announcing that it saved nearly $8 million during a yearlong period ending last June by 
emphasizing preventive care. It paid participating physicians extra money upfront to devote more 
attention to patients with two or more chronic diseases such as diabetes, asthma and congestive heart 
failure. (Sisson, 6/1) 
 
89.3 KPCC: Palliative Care Doctors Mixed on CMA Assisted Suicide Policy Shift 
The decision by the California Medical Association to drop its decades-old opposition to physician-
assisted suicide and adopt a neutral position has sparked mixed reactions from palliative care doctors, 
who work closely with seriously ill and dying patients.  One reason for last week's policy shift, according to 
Medical Association President Dr. Luther F. Cobb, is that palliative care, which focuses on helping 
alleviate the symptoms of pain and anxiety that accompany serious illness, "isn't always enough." (O'Neill, 
5/29) 
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CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: Rep. McCarthy: No Obamacare Bill until After 
Supreme Court Ruling  
House Republicans likely won’t introduce their response to a possible Supreme Court ruling striking down 
part of the Affordable Care Act until after the court’s decision, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R., 
Calif.) said Monday. Some Republicans had hoped to unveil a GOP plan ahead of the high court’s ruling, 
expected later this month, on whether people can continue to receive subsidized insurance coverage in 
as many as 37 states where residents use the federal HealthCare.gov website to obtain insurance 
because their states didn’t create exchanges. (Peterson, 6/1) 

MarketWatch: House to Take Fresh Aim at Obamacare's Medical Device Tax  
House lawmakers are gearing up to take fresh aim at the Affordable Care Act’s tax on medical devices. 
The House Ways and Means Committee will consider a bill Tuesday to repeal the 2.3% excise tax on 
sales of devices including pacemakers and stents. The bill is sponsored by Rep. Erik Paulsen, a 
Minnesota Republican. (Schroeder, 6/1) 

The Huffington Post: Obamacare Hasn't Affected Republicans as Much as They Expected  
With the onset of the Affordable Care Act in 2010, a vast majority of Republicans feared they would end 
up with worse coverage as a result of the law often called Obamacare, but a recent Economist/YouGov 
poll finds that most now say it hasn't affected them for the worse. (Velencia, 6/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

The Associated Press: Many Health Insurers go Big on Initial 2016 Rate Requests  
Dozens of health insurers say higher-than-expected care costs and other expenses blindsided them this 
year, and they're going to have to hike premiums for individual policies well-beyond 10 percent for 2016. 
The proposed double-digit hikes would apply to plans sold on the health insurance exchanges created 
under President Barack Obama's law, as well as individual coverage sold through brokers and agents. 
(Murphy, 6/1) 

The Charlotte Observer: High-Deductible Trends Keeps Growing and Posing Challenges  
Don’t expect the grousing about high-deductible health insurance to ebb anytime soon. A spate of recent 
reports confirms what many of us have been reporting: More and more, having health insurance doesn’t 
mean you’re protected against crippling bills. In the past year and a half, the Affordable Care Act has 
gotten millions more Americans covered and stopped insurance companies from denying coverage to 
people with pre-existing conditions. But it has also helped drive up premiums by adding coverage 
requirements. The result: Employers and individuals trying to cut premiums often shift to plans with higher 
out-of-pocket costs. (Helms, 6/1) 
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MEDICARE 

The Fiscal Times: A Conflict of Interest in the Way Medicare Pays Docs?  
A small but powerful panel of physicians has long played a major role in determining how much the 
federal government pays its Medicare doctors. The problem, according to auditors from the Government 
Accountability Office, is that the panel’s recommendations rely “on the input of physicians who may have 
potential conflicts of interest with respect to the outcomes of CMS's process.” Indeed, a 2013 
investigation by The Washington Post found that the panel’s estimates for the time involved in procedures 
was greatly exaggerated—meaning doctors were being paid far more than they should have been for 
those procedures. (Ehley, 6/2) 

The Associated Press: Vast Trove of Medicare Data Details How Billions are Spent  
Joint replacement was the most common hospital procedure that Medicare paid for in 2013, accounting 
for nearly 450,000 inpatient admissions and $6.6 billion in payments. Among physicians, cancer 
specialists received the largest payments from Medicare, but much of their reimbursements went to cover 
the cost of the very expensive drugs to treat their patients. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 6/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: For Many Patients, Delirium is a Surprising Side Effect of Being in 
the Hospital 
When B. Paul Turpin was admitted to a Tennessee hospital in January, the biggest concern was whether 
the 69-year-old endocrinologist would survive. But as he battled a life-threatening infection, Turpin 
developed terrifying hallucinations, including one in which he was performing on a stage soaked with 
blood. Doctors tried to quell his delusions with increasingly large doses of sedatives, which only made 
him more disoriented. Nearly five months later, Turpin’s infection has been routed, but his life is upended. 
Delirious and too weak to go home after his hospital discharge, he spent months in a rehab center, where 
he fell twice, once hitting his head. Until recently he did not remember where he lived and believed he 
had been in a car wreck. (Boodman, 6/2) 

Bloomberg: This Cancer Doctor is Leading the Attack on Astronomical Drug Prices  
As the one-year cost of cancer drugs edges up to $200,000 per patient, a top doctor from Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center used his speech before a massive gathering of colleagues to call for limits on the 
cost of cancer therapies. “These drugs cost too much,” Dr. Leonard Saltz, a gastrointestinal oncologist, 
said in an unusual speech at the American Society of Clinical Oncology meeting on Sunday. (Langreth 
and Koons, 6/1) 

The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Anthem Plan for Containing Cancer Drug Costs 
Shows Promising Signs  
Last year, Anthem started changing how it paid for cancer care, aiming to blunt costs and push 
oncologists to adhere to standardized treatment guidelines. Its program, which began last July in six 
states and has since expanded, offered oncologists a $350-a-month payment for each patient who was 
on one of its recommended regimens. Now, the insurer is unveiling some preliminary results, which are 
being presented in a poster at the American Society of Clinical Oncology meeting. The early review does 
not yet answer some of the biggest questions, such as whether the program had any impact on clinical 
outcomes. But even the early (Mathews, 6/1) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Bloomberg View: Give Obesity the Tobacco Treatment  
Americans are fat because we eat large portions, and because we eat foods that are high in sugar and 
fat. Perhaps it’s time for the surgeon general to put scary warning labels on sugary and fatty foods. And 
perhaps it’s time for Hollywood studios to consciously focus on depicting characters eating small portions 
and healthy meals. Behavioral economics cut smoking, and Americans are healthier, happier people 
because of it. We should try the same tactics against unhealthy eating. (Noah Smith, 6/2) 

The Wall Street Journal: King V. Burwell and Media Coverage  
The Supreme Court’s King v. Burwell ruling will make headlines whenever it arrives. It will also be 
genuine news to much of the country. The Kaiser Family Foundation’s Health Policy News Index, which 
tracks how closely the public follows health stories in the news, found that 59% of Americans have not 
been paying much or any attention to news stories about the case, and only 16% have been following 
very closely. That means that when the verdict comes the media’s first job will be to explain what the case 
was about. (Drew Altman, 6/2) 

Bloomberg: What the Abercrombie Bias Case Might Mean for Obamacare  
In an 8 to 1 ruling, the high court used a suit by a young woman in a Muslim headscarf to remind 
businesses they have to take the initiative to avoid religious discrimination. Apart from the immediate 
result—a victory for employees who favor devotional garb—the most interesting passage in Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s majority opinion teed up the central issue in a ruling on the fate of Obamacare expected 
by the end of June. ... Abercrombie had urged the justices to adopt a lower-court ruling that plaintiffs in 
religious-bias suits must show they alerted a potential employer to their religious needs. ... “The problem 
with this approach is the one that inheres in most incorrect interpretations of statutes: It asks us to add 
words to the law to produce what is thought to be a desirable result [Scalia wrote.] That is Congress’s 
province." ... The latest conservative attack on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) could turn on whether five 
words in that statute, enacted in 2010, are read literally—as Justice Scalia urged in the Abercrombie 
case—or with some contextual finesse. (Paul Barrett, 6/1) 

Bloomberg View: Where the Government Can Get Better Data  
As the world grows ever better at gathering and making use of data, the question arises: Might the 
measurements and statistics that private businesses accumulate be used to help government statistical 
agencies that are under increasing budget pressure? Two recent studies suggest they can. One of these, 
from Express Scripts, an online pharmacy, examined patients with extremely high prescription drug costs. 
.... In 2014, the top 5 percent of patients ranked by drug costs accounted for more than 60 percent of total 
drug spending, the Express Scripts analysis found. ... The other study, from the health analytics and 
technology company Inovalon, examined how quality ratings within Medicare Advantage (the private 
insurance component of Medicare) differed between those beneficiaries who are eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid and those eligible only for Medicare. Plans serving the dual eligibles rank lower in 
quality than other plans in the program do. (Peter R. Orszag, 6/1) 
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STATE WATCH       JUNE 3, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Big Day for Health Care Bill Passage 
Floor sessions on Tuesday in the state Senate and Assembly were fast-paced affairs. The deadline to 
pass bills out of their house of origin is June 5 so the legislation queue on Tuesday was pretty long and 
resulted in a rapid-fire pace. The Senate passed a high-profile measure to expand coverage to some 
undocumented immigrants. A scaled-back version of SB 4, by Sen. Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens), would 
extend full-scope Medi-Cal benefits to undocumented children under age 19 in low-income families and 
could extend benefits to some undocumented adults, as well, if there is room under a certain capped 
budget level. (Gorn, 6/3) 

Kaiser Health News: California Sees Housing as Significant Investment in Health Care  
Will Nebbitt lives on the 5th floor of a new downtown apartment building. From his window, he has a 
panoramic view of the Los Angeles skyline. He can also see Skid Row, where he spent decades sleeping 
on the ground. Nebbitt, 58, says his body can’t handle life outside anymore. He has a seizure disorder, 
heart disease and depression. He’s had four operations, including bypass surgery on his leg in March. 
(Gorman, 6/3) 

The San Jose Mercury News: California Health Care: Legislature Continues Push to 
Restore Medi-Cal Reimbursement Rates  
With 12.3 million Californians receiving Medi-Cal, the program now serves almost a third of the state's 
population. Lawmakers such as Assemblyman Rob Bonta, D-Alameda, and Sen. Ed Hernandez, D-West 
Covina, say that the best way to attract more Medi-Cal providers is by restoring a 10 percent 
reimbursement rate cut the Legislature approved in 2011 when the state was still swimming in red ink. On 
Tuesday morning, a coalition of doctors, nurses, hospitals, health clinics, dentists, insurers and health 
care workers demanded as much during a rally on the state Capitol steps. (Seipel, 6/2) 

Health Affairs Blog: Accountable Care Organizations Taking Hold and Improving Health 
Care in California 
There is new evidence that California’s Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) are growing in size 
and number, serving more patients, and improving quality of care. Some of the key findings from an 
analysis done by the Berkeley Healthcare Forum group in the School of Public Health at the University 
of California, Berkeley shed light on the positive developments in California’s ACOs. ACOs are moving 
the state toward achieving the goal of 60 percent of the population receiving integrated care by 2022. 
This aspirational goal was set by private and public health care leaders representing the major health 
insurance plans, health care delivery systems, medical groups and state agencies as outlined in the 
Berkeley Forum Report A New Vision for California’s Healthcare System. (Shortell and Scheffler, 6/2) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Panel Votes to Repeal Obamacare Tax  
The House Ways and Means Committee on Tuesday voted to repeal two pieces of Obamacare. The 
committee advanced measures that would repeal the medical device tax and a cost-cutting panel known 
as the Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). Both bills are scheduled to go to the House floor the 
week of June 15. Members of both parties have criticized the 2.3 percent tax on medical device 
manufacturers, which helps fund ObamaCare, as stifling innovation and hurting the industry. (Sullivan, 
6/2) 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2015/6/big-day-for-health-care-bill-passage
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3tvLq558ZC7SW87zDK88D4CyP0/*W2hWLs_7Dh0shW3N05Yf1ycL-X0/5/f18dQhb0SfHq9dZz0CW779FJn4T_wBsVQsW865wvn2zVscPvS1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwW5nbq7j7MbdmWW1RQqwt32q6qNW1WvK8Z1Wwlv9VKzqTh1Wg49dW7KKkTQ8W1MGtW8X0-sw2MTzcLW2QGLwT79YfxWW85QZLH34KkL4W5mNLNv7bqTxnN5TB0HVz4yZfW2CYpQg7tKwgSVzZxz14Kw3QKW8lrMNl7NjlCPVGY6YT8hTJV4W8lwVXY8hS26MW5Tgw8d41TlcRW3TwTqz19BjMLV8JLpc5VKqPfMz74JcYSX-5W7m_B1R5c8d-SW3788qb2JWnN0VRJ5Nn8Rv9LLW72YLzN2nwgZGW4VqNzD64lMsXW1dgySx8KDGPTW4XwQpm95yV4PW6QSx2P3sfFtQW51lHcR6-Sxm4W6Z0XGC5c8hcLW2-0Px_3SZNz9W5vfRdD50s4XmW5NXMtm3B8mpkW49kJ9c8H5BXWW1Q68w61MMh8vW7Z1prd8G_nmYW1DqmXW2GGRJmW2JDJ1T4VH4W3W5qv4fv7hLQsNW21V0wn6sy3krW8bPRDn85F8ZXW7yqLCs23nq7jN7ZSZKlrHSy4f1fNT9w02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3tvLq558ZC7SW87zDK88D4CyP0/*W1LZmyy34BPcyW1LFQKd1vv2Sh0/5/f18dQhb0S2C52WJLfhW12h8yH5WQBc3W2Y8RpR1wBmLlW7Z3yVr7J-sMKW1pmbMf63TsNLW3JtG678FLyflW2PM7Mj32V45YN8vkf13S_QDYW4vCG2x2nnD9-W2g9TH78cw827W7sqmh981vghYN9h7SZjVL0C6W43ZGfm59JfzqW96BKK47S6KpVW8VY1cy2ZwVzDVnG-4r4NYTz4W7LS9zn90B6xMW8qN1B82BbMbMW2KkHPH7tgwmFW31x5S63RLs_CW3KQFVw1X0J_LW7J6Hqy5gYwwMW12hqkm7h3SGsW1Qd2-Y5G6yZ9VT5hy86DyF0xW31D14Z7Pk4x1W2cJtRm1x28bfW8h5dCY2sMTy2W4plhbH3vFjCNW15cxbN7qbnvdW4hGDGR7MTMy4W2FYrtQ384-RVW2T6Br74YWn-5W1rRrNM81zfC-W91hdk099lX4NW4rv6TX2F-qNzW1kXn0p2dW2dQW5P1frK2ttdr9W2HWgXt4jkT8XW2zWgxC6YtqYCW9fScwk81ZyZ4W1pQlnK6HnCtMW2v7cMf7ZyNKyW5P8tGk6BzCgSW8XNjmd46rJpzW203bfM4T_M46W636Rw_3PJ-HzW978Mhw8SlSpGW995Cw192ZdzlW4CzvCD959MZbW8kvszr7RLvw9f6b07Ry02
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3tvLq558ZC7SW87zDK88D4CyP0/*W1LZmyy34BPcyW1LFQKd1vv2Sh0/5/f18dQhb0S2C52WJLfhW12h8yH5WQBc3W2Y8RpR1wBmLlW7Z3yVr7J-sMKW1pmbMf63TsNLW3JtG678FLyflW2PM7Mj32V45YN8vkf13S_QDYW4vCG2x2nnD9-W2g9TH78cw827W7sqmh981vghYN9h7SZjVL0C6W43ZGfm59JfzqW96BKK47S6KpVW8VY1cy2ZwVzDVnG-4r4NYTz4W7LS9zn90B6xMW8qN1B82BbMbMW2KkHPH7tgwmFW31x5S63RLs_CW3KQFVw1X0J_LW7J6Hqy5gYwwMW12hqkm7h3SGsW1Qd2-Y5G6yZ9VT5hy86DyF0xW31D14Z7Pk4x1W2cJtRm1x28bfW8h5dCY2sMTy2W4plhbH3vFjCNW15cxbN7qbnvdW4hGDGR7MTMy4W2FYrtQ384-RVW2T6Br74YWn-5W1rRrNM81zfC-W91hdk099lX4NW4rv6TX2F-qNzW1kXn0p2dW2dQW5P1frK2ttdr9W2HWgXt4jkT8XW2zWgxC6YtqYCW9fScwk81ZyZ4W1pQlnK6HnCtMW2v7cMf7ZyNKyW5P8tGk6BzCgSW8XNjmd46rJpzW203bfM4T_M46W636Rw_3PJ-HzW978Mhw8SlSpGW995Cw192ZdzlW4CzvCD959MZbW8kvszr7RLvw9f6b07Ry02
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2015/06/02/accountable-care-organizations-taking-hold-and-improving-health-care-in-california/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2015/06/02/accountable-care-organizations-taking-hold-and-improving-health-care-in-california/
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3tvLq558ZC7SW87zDK88D4CyP0/*W8Dr-NM7L-3bTW5KtFV-85twHy0/5/f18dQhb0S2Dh2WsqN3VWlP1h4vRzBgW2lF1-B30ClJrW8kqKn16bW4_YN5-D5ZRvJWQBW8kF-MZ7n9W6WW8Gtvdp5f9RCcW67pKlR8QfHdVW5NPpST1G5l4fN86ybS01g8S9N175TGxWqWfXW9lYqKH3McCp6W1L4D2W8XjtcxW7bV-j21JtfB0N2mt1b5K-P77N2bXZ355SzltW3dDX166BLVx6W5XWHzS2JTkjGW3CCCHd3hRv-FW1WTDlx6kTSrxW3HzwjQ5zHrHXVxb2d475VMlFW1GP_GT6k6yC1W5GPZwj8mwKLNW5lPs097m07hrW82rs-14gxLQ8N2skMpxwLcgMW2CTlzj5tLp5dVFt4HZ3MdDfvW8HVXYV1zzmkhW94SjGc52w0GrW2s9LxP5yRtwKW3YvjRH8Gj3tZW5cjPtC83rdb5W3w8_146p_0fhW92507r6K-q_gW7ZSgQ96tqhGmW1BCPwr94Mr0-W22R8jp7_6XDCW4QLKXL5sS_9yW4l9GFV6wFMmjW5RNpT53FXHWkN59n5zmK6_3tW6tvdNQ3j6XBhW2r_Hs85MXsCwW2bgLVK8LxsB4W90XDrX3b38B_W81PfDJ1sHpSRW7v4Nst8N7nw_W8qW2xB2F5YdS111


 

 

 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Kaiser Health News: Consumers Drawn to Low Prices of Temporary Health Plans Despite 
Risks 
Worried about going without health coverage, musician Tom Miller bought a nine-month insurance policy 
in January to tide himself over while he rebuilt his business after a divorce and moved from Maryland to 
North Carolina. At $90 a month, it fit his budget, even though it does not offer the broad benefits required 
by the federal health care law. Long seen as a stopgap for people between jobs, short-term policies that 
focus on catastrophic coverage can fill a niche for people like Miller looking for protection against 
unforeseen accidents, say some insurance brokers. In exchange for their lower premiums, the plans 
come with sharp limits, including no coverage for pre-existing medical conditions. (Appleby, 6/3) 

The Associated Press: More Than 10M Enrolled This Year under Obama's Health Law  
That puts the nation finally within reach of coverage for all, but it may not last. The report from the 
Department of Health and Human Services comes as dozens of insurers are proposing double-digit 
premium hikes for next year, raising concerns about future affordability. And the Supreme Court is 
weighing the legality of subsidized premiums for millions of consumers in more than 30 states. A decision 
is due around the end of the month. The 10.2 million sign-ups represent consumers who enrolled in a 
plan and followed through by paying their first month’s premiums. That number will fluctuate during the 
year as some people get jobs that offer coverage, and others decide to drop their insurance. (Alonso-
Zaldivar, 6/2) 

The Fiscal Times: Double Digit Rate Hikes Loom for Obamacare 2016  
Under the Affordable Care Act, insurers are required to make public any rate proposals that increase by 
at least 10 percent on the federal government’s website. Though premium rates vary significantly 
depending on the region, major carriers including UnitedHealthcare, Athena and Blue Cross Blue Shield 
have proposed rate increases for next year between 10 and 30 percent in a handful of states. ... Some 
are even higher. ... Insurers attribute the higher rates to the rising cost of prescription drugs as well as 
their added costs from new consumers enrolled under the law’s health exchanges. ... This is the first year 
that insurers actually have data on the ACA’s new enrollees—including how healthy or sick they are and 
how they affect the risk pools. Before this year, insurers were essentially playing a guessing game when 
setting premium rates for 2014 and 2015, and because of that, many were optimistic and set rates too 
low. (Ehley, 6/2) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: AstraZeneca's Soriot Open to Buying Immune-Therapy Company  
AstraZeneca Plc would consider acquiring a developer of a new type of cancer therapy aimed at 
supercharging the body’s immune response, Chief Executive Officer Pascal Soriot said. AstraZeneca, 
based in London, is collaborating with Juno, a Seattle startup, to combine its immune therapy drug with 
Juno’s CAR T treatment. CAR T is one of the hottest areas in health care, producing unprecedented 
responses in patients and boosting shares of biotechnology companies such as Kite Pharma Inc. and 
Bluebird Bio Inc. (Staley, 6/2) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: Even With Training, Doctors Struggle to Convince Parents to Vaccinate  
Training physicians in communication skills may not make it any easier for them to convince vaccine-
resistant parents to inoculate their babies, a study suggests. Researchers invited physicians at 30 clinics 
in Washington state to attend 45-minute classes led by a pediatric immunization expert and health 
educator. But doctors who attended the sessions were no better at lowering vaccine resistance than their 
colleagues at 26 other clinics where training wasn’t offered. (Rapaport, 6/2) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Modern Healthcare: Medicare Should End Penalty for High-Performing Systems Under 
ACO Model  
Imagine a company that produces a high-quality product, operates efficiently and generates $16 million in 
year-over-year savings. Then imagine that the company is not allowed to retain those savings, but is 
assessed a financial penalty. Hard to imagine? Well, it's a reality in the American healthcare system 
today. Dartmouth-Hitchcock and other leading academic health systems in Medicare's Pioneer 
accountable care organization program face a payment conundrum. Instead of sharing in savings 
generated through the program—the incentive—Dartmouth-Hitchcock will be hit with a multimillion-dollar 
Medicare penalty. How could that be? (Drs. James Weinstein and William Weeks, 6/3) 

Huffington Post: The Real Reason Republicans Don't Have a Contingency Plan for 
Obamacare  
If you want to know about the Republican Party’s priorities for health care, pay close attention to what 
transpired -- and what didn’t transpire -- on Capitol Hill Tuesday. The House Ways and Means Committee 
held a session to consider a number of health care-related measures. In theory, it would have been an 
ideal time to take up, amend and maybe even vote on a contingency plan for King v. Burwell .... The 
Ways and Means chairman, Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), has said repeatedly that his party will have a 
contingency plan ready to go if the court sides with the law’s challengers. ... But take a look at the official 
agenda for the Ways and Means Committee on Tuesday. (Jonathan Cohn, 6/2) 
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California Healthline: Surprising Results from Pilot Program Aimed at Medi-Cal 'Super-
Utilizers' 
A small segment of Medi-Cal beneficiaries run up huge health care bills -- but they're not necessarily the 
people you'd expect them to be. The so-called "super-utilizers" are one of the biggest drivers of escalating 
spending in California's health care system. A two-year pilot project in rural Humboldt County dealing with 
that population produced some surprising results. (Gorn, 6/4) 
 
California Healthline: Senate Moves Provider Directory Bill 
Health plans and health insurance companies will need to come up with an accurate directory of 
providers under a bill that passed a Senate floor vote on Wednesday in the California Legislature. "The 
problem started occurring when Covered California first set these [provider directories] up" last year, said 
bill author Sen. Ed Hernandez (D-West Covina). Covered California officials eventually took the provider 
search tool off-line, and it hasn't yet returned. (Gorn, 6/4) 
 
Kaiser Health News: Bringing Doctors to Patients Who Need Them Most  
Jennifer Vargas’ path toward becoming a doctor took her from UCLA to Guadalajara before it ultimately 
led back home, to California’s vast Inland Empire east of Los Angeles. When the Chino Hills, Calif. native 
graduated from medical school in Mexico, her first choice for residency training was Riverside County’s 
public medical center, which serves among the fastest growing and most medically deprived parts of 
California. It was just what she wanted: To serve a vulnerable patient population facing high barriers to 
care, particularly immigrant patients from Mexico who would benefit from a Spanish-speaking physician. 
(Wang and de Marco, 6/4) 
 
Contra Costa Times: California Senate Passes Sweeping Reforms to Curb Psych 
Medications in Foster Care 
SACRAMENTO -- In a major step toward curtailing the excessive use of psychiatric drugs on foster 
children, the California Senate on Thursday approved a package of bills that is already being eyed as a 
model in Washington, D.C., and across the country. The four proposed laws -- if approved by the state 
Assembly and signed by the governor -- would become the nation's most sweeping set of legislative 
reforms to curb the foster care system's reliance on psychotropic medications, the subject of this 
newspaper's yearlong investigation "Drugging Our Kids." (de Sá, 6/3) 
 
KQED: Two-Thirds of Californians Support Barring Unvaccinated Children from Public 
School 
Just over two-thirds of California adults — and nearly as many parents of public school students — say 
unvaccinated children should not be allowed to attend public schools, according to a new statewide 
survey from the Public Policy Institute of California. The survey comes as a bill to end California’s 
personal belief exemption for vaccines has been passed by the Senate and will be taken up by 
the Assembly this summer.  Each hearing of the bill so far has brought hundreds of opponents to the 
Capitol. (Aliferis, 6/3) 
 
Medpage Today: ND vs MD -- Battle Lines Drawn in California 
Remember the bad old days when the AMA used to talk about the "cult of chiropractic"? Or the really 
ancient times when MDs barred DOs from admitting patients? If so, there is an air of deja vu all over 
again in Sacramento where California legislators are considering a bill to grant increased prescribing and 
other privileges for naturopathic physicians. (Frieden, 6/3) 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/insight/2015/surprising-results-from-pilot-program-aimed-at-medical-superutilizers
http://www.californiahealthline.org/insight/2015/surprising-results-from-pilot-program-aimed-at-medical-superutilizers
http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2015/6/senate-moves-provider-directory-bill
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W9lzCm_32HjK9W6C_l4l8GHxkc0/*W74BXx25KBV9xW2DWmdM13wVc10/5/f18dQhb0S9r89jx83zW8d8gSm2qwv27MqcWCG5YWXrMf58fKXD6prN39Dr-yYgcQQW2yZ4jX6cc-82W2HzS-y8xdc6QW5mj5503v57RBW5mqMCj3dN54qW3bhYSS5PTZP3W5y6SJ03lHKW2W6gCbhS3nNT_1W3jJ_1y5K-FKHW5B4_2r8DwpCwW3W-qc35mfh5DW6chclP5zyRPyW14l1Zy5CC8x_W5qKyWw34_kLxW3sHrLH5rcZX1N2-294gql_c0W7r74zS1FpGmBVj3Lty5r_v1hW1-lcnC5Wd0bFW5-2sjB7ZzDyKW7GLjPj2KHLp2W1gGyfg7CTt4WW1XWgRl7vb7l1W6cMHDK84lbFSW6kCb9r29ZMx4W5V31q51kj_sMW7n5J6C1Y6N5yW7WyFMs61VJB9W78_Bq47C2pHHW2b6jdd6jV3lFW1HtdB23fhWKnW7pQgLB71cFJgW1z-k2L42ktq1N8JG4PLcWbVfN4Wpz-0_F1BYW9fLbC562TDMbW8yG1vX7lPdyFW1MThGF5mSYQ1W5Bl0zm5Pp__pW8YhfzH3fj9DbW2GzWpQ8DsbVMW8YRNBT4DjSZwV1-D121splDQ102
http://www.contracostatimes.com/breaking-news/ci_28245426/california-senate-passes-sweeping-reforms-curb-psych-medications
http://www.contracostatimes.com/breaking-news/ci_28245426/california-senate-passes-sweeping-reforms-curb-psych-medications
http://ww2.kqed.org/stateofhealth/2015/06/03/two-thirds-of-californians-support-barring-unvaccinated-children-from-public-school/
http://ww2.kqed.org/stateofhealth/2015/06/03/two-thirds-of-californians-support-barring-unvaccinated-children-from-public-school/
http://www.medpagetoday.com/PublicHealthPolicy/WorkForce/51917


 

 

 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Bill to Reform Medicare Appeals Process Moves Forward  
The Senate Finance Committee on Wednesday advanced a bipartisan bill to reform the Medicare appeals 
process with the hopes of reducing the ever-growing backlog of requests. Legislation from chairman Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah) and ranking member Ron Wyden (R-Ore.) would create new layers of oversight while also 
creating new ways for patients to expedite their cases through the system. The bill, which Wyden 
described as “a win for all involved,” passed by voice vote. (Ferris, 6/3) 

The Hill: DC Bill to Expand Birth Control Access Could Draw GOP Ire  
A D.C. bill to expand access to birth control could become the next big battle between city leaders and 
conservatives in Congress. The bill would allow women to get a full year of birth control at once and is 
likely to draw fire from Republicans who have already tried to block a D.C. statute offering legal 
protections to women who have had abortions or use contraception. (Ferris, 6/3) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

The Associated Press: How Do Justices Weigh Loss of Health Insurance for Millions?  
The Supreme Court could wipe away health insurance for millions of Americans when it resolves the 
latest fight over President Barack Obama's health overhaul. But would the court take away a benefit from 
so many people? Should the justices even consider such consequences? By month's end, the court is 
expected to decide a challenge to the way subsidies, in the form of tax credits, are given to people who 
get their insurance through the Affordable Care Act. The legal issue is whether Congress authorized 
payments regardless of where people live, or only to residents of states that established their own 
insurance exchanges. (Sherman, 6/3) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Huffington Post: Little-Known Provision of the Affordable Care Act is About to Pay 
Major Dividends for U.S. Consumers  
It's no secret that health care costs are on the rise, and have been for years. From monthly premiums to 
co-pays and now coinsurance for prescription drugs, consumers are being squeezed financially as a 
result of trying to keep their families healthy. A relatively new factor in this cost-versus-care debate are 
biologic drugs, complex medicines made from living cells that treat deadly and debilitating diseases. 
Doctors are increasingly prescribing them to treat everything from cancer to rheumatoid arthritis to 
multiple sclerosis. (Greenberg, 6/3) 

The Washington Post: How Hospitals Hope to Boost Ratings on Yelp, HealthGrades, 
ZocDoc and Vitals  
Laura Markowski used to worry every time a text alerted her that a patient had posted a negative review 
online of a doctor at her health-care system. She’s in charge of “reputation management” at a group of 
hospitals and clinics in Virginia, and it’s her job to monitor complaints about rudeness, long waits, lack of 
face time with a doctor or something more serious. ... Markowski is part of a new and urgent effort by 
hospitals and health systems to track and control their online reputations. (Sun, 6/3) 
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CAMPAIGN 2016 

Los Angeles Times: Rick Perry Joins GOP Race; This Time he's Humbler, and Under 
Indictment 
When Rick Perry made a late entry into the 2012 presidential race, he quickly surged to the top of the 
crowded Republican field. It turned out to be the high point of his candidacy. Less than three weeks after 
the voting started, the Texas governor unceremoniously quit the contest, becoming an object of derision 
for a bumbling debate performance and the flailing exclamation -- "Oops!" -- that served as a punch line to 
his hapless campaign. As Perry officially launched another try for the White House on Thursday, debuting 
a new campaign website and video in advance of a planned speech outside of Dallas, he has become 
something of an afterthought. (Barabak, 6/4) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: International Group Says Mammograms of 'Limited' Value for Women in 40s  
A federal health task force that has been criticized for its mammography recommendations now has 
scientific support from the World Health Organization. The WHO's International Agency for Research on 
Cancer has just finished its review of mammography to screen for breast cancer, and it, too, concludes 
that the value of these screening X-rays is "limited" for women in their 40s. (Harris, 6/3) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Bloomberg View: An Obamacare Replacement That Works  
Tom Price, the chairman of the House Budget Committee, is the latest Republican to unveil a 
conservative health-care plan to replace Obamacare. It's a good plan, although it could be made better -- 
and it helps to clarify some of the trade-offs involved in health policy. Price's plan would give people tax 
credits to buy health insurance. The credits would be based on age but not on income. Everyone between 
35 and 50 would get $2,100 a year, for example. Both the Affordable Care Act and some other 
conservative health-care bills, such as the one proposed by Senator Orrin Hatch and colleagues, instead 
phase out tax credits with income. (Ramesh Ponnuru, 6/3) 

JAMA Forum: If King V Burwell Ruling Imperils ACA Subsidies for Millions, is the Fallout 
Avoidable?  
The Obama Administration has said that it is not working on a contingency plan in the event of the court 
siding with the plaintiffs in the case, and that, in fact, no such contingency plan is even possible. ... the 
Administration is suggesting it won’t swerve if headed towards a head-on collision with Congress over the 
future of health insurance subsidies for 6.4 million people. Obamacare opponents in Congress are also 
signaling their intentions in this potential game of chicken, introducing a variety of bills that would continue 
financial assistance under the ACA, but also make certain changes to the health law. (Larry Leavitt, 6/3) 

DHNR is a daily compilation of news stories from GCHP's Communications Department. 

Certain news organizations are protected via a paywall requiring the purchase of a subscription to 
view their content. 
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The Associated Press: California Takes First Step to Regulate Medical Marijuana  
California took the first step Thursday to regulate its nearly 20-year-old medical marijuana industry, one 
that lawmakers said currently resembles something out of the "wild, wild West." Lawmakers in the Senate 
and Assembly passed separate bills attempting to set up state regulations that will pass muster with the 
federal Department of Justice. The bills were among dozens of pieces of legislation advancing through 
the Legislature Thursday as lawmakers faced a Friday deadline to move bills out of their house of origin. 
(Thompson, 6/5) 

The Associated Press: California Lawmakers Advance Right-to-Die Legislation  
California lawmakers advanced a right-to-die bill Thursday, giving hope to those who want the nation's 
most populous state to allow terminally ill patients to end their lives under doctor's care. The state Senate 
passed the measure on a 23 to 14 vote ahead of a legislative deadline. (6/4) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Bill Would Undermine Protections for all VA Workers  
Congressional efforts to significantly cut workplace protections for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
employees — with clear implications for the rest of the federal workforce — are moving apace even as 
the largest federal union mounts a vigorous attack on the legislation. At the same time, the Obama 
administration is telling agency heads to rein in the use of paid administrative leave that at times has left 
non-working employees on the payroll for months. (Davidson, 6/5) 

The Fiscal Times: The Latest GOP Plan to Kill Obamacare  
House Republicans today threw yet another proposal onto the growing stack of plans aimed at repealing 
and replacing the president’s healthcare law once and for all. Just days after the Obama administration 
announced that some 10 million people had purchased coverage on healthcare exchanges this year, the 
House Republican Study Committee unveiled its plan to completely gut Obamacare and replace it with its 
own alternative. (Ehley, 6/4) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Kaiser Health News: New Preventive Health Services Approved for No-Cost Coverage 
In 2014, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommended two new services and tweaked a 
handful of others that had previously been recommended. Under the health law, preventive care that 
receives an “A” or “B” recommendation by the nonpartisan group of medical experts must be covered by 
health plans without charging consumers. Only grandfathered plans are exempt from the requirement. 
(Andrews, 6/5) 

USA Today: White House: Medicaid Expansion Would Save Billions, 5,200 Lives  
Hospitals' non-reimbursed costs for treating patients would be $4.5 billion lower next year if Medicaid 
coverage was expanded to the poorest residents in states that haven't done so, according to a new White 
House report out Thursday. The 28 states that have already expanded Medicaid -- the polarizing 
healthcare program for the poor and disabled -- are on track to reduce these uncompensated care costs 
by almost the same amount, an estimated $4.4 billion in 2016, the White House Council of Economic 
Advisers said. (O'Donnell and Ungar, 6/4) 
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Kaiser Health News: Growing Pains for State Obamacare Exchanges  
The states that set up their own insurance marketplaces have nothing to lose in King V. Burwell, the big 
Supreme Court case that will be decided by the end of June. But that doesn’t mean those states are 
breathing easy. With varying degrees of difficulty, all of the state-based exchanges are struggling to figure 
out how to become financially self-sufficient as the spigot of federal start-up money shuts off. Here are 
dispatches from Minnesota, Colorado and Connecticut on this tricky transition. (6/4) 

The Hill: Health Chief: ObamaCare Premium Hikes Will Drop  
Secretary of Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell argued Thursday that premium hikes 
floated by health insurance companies this week will likely end up being lower once they are finalized. 
Republicans have seized on the higher rates to attack the healthcare law. (Sullivan, 6/4) 

Fox News: No Plan B? White House, States in Bind if Supreme Court Strikes Obamacare 
Subsidies  
With a major Supreme Court decision on Obamacare potentially just days away, neither the Obama 
administration nor state governments seem to have a comprehensive plan in place in the event the court 
strikes down a key component of the law. (Edson, 6/4) 

Bloomberg: GOP Victory On Obamacare Could Hurt Party In 2016, Report Suggests  
If Republicans get their way at the Supreme Court this month and wipe out Obamacare premium 
subsidies for millions of Americans, the ensuing damage to their party in 2016 swing states could be 
significant. ... In battleground Florida — home of presidential candidate Senator Marco Rubio and likely 
candidate Jeb Bush, as well as an open Senate seat in 2016 — 1.3 million residents would lose an 
average of $294 per month in health insurance tax credits and face a remarkable 359 percent premium 
hike. In Wisconsin — home of Gov. Scott Walker, a probable presidential candidate, and politically 
vulnerable Sen. Ron Johnson — 166,000 residents would lose an average of $315 in monthly tax credits 
and face a 252 percent premium increase. (Kapur and Knowles, 6/4) 

MARKETPLACE 

Politico: Big Pharma Seeks Special Trade Deal  
A revolutionary class of drugs with the potential to treat intractable diseases like cancer and other killers 
— as well as to explode health spending globally — is at the center of the toughest negotiations of the 
biggest trade deal in history. The pharmaceutical industry has been pressing the Obama administration to 
insist that the Trans-Pacific Partnership include 12 years of monopoly pricing power for the makers of 
these complex and costly drugs. But critics and international relief organizations warn that the deal would 
lock in higher costs and mean that far fewer people in developing countries would be able to afford life-
saving medication. (Norman and Behsudi, 6/5) 

The Chicago Tribune: New HPV Vaccine May Offer Greater Cancer Protection  
The latest generation of human papillomavirus vaccines, 9-valent, offers "potential" 11.1 percent greater 
protection against HPV-related cancers than does its predecessor, according to a study funded the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The projection is based on the prevalence of HPVs in 2,670 
patients with cancer of the oropharynx (tonsils, tongue, throat), cervix, vulva, vagina, penis or anus. The 
study analyzed the DNA of the cancers to see if the new vaccine could provide greater protection. The 
new vaccine is marketed by Merck & Co. as Gardasil 9. It replaces Gardasil. (Mann, 6/4) 
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The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Amgen Subpoenas a Journalist as it Fights a 
Shareholder Lawsuit  
As an outgrowth of ongoing litigation between Amgen and some of its shareholders, the biotech has 
subpoenaed a journalist whose stories eight years ago revealed negative clinical trial results for a best-
selling product. And the journalist, Paul Goldberg of The Cancer Letter, is fighting back by insisting that 
the First Amendment shields him from providing the information Amgen is seeking. (Silverman, 6/4) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Health Affairs Policy Brief: The FDA's Sentinel Initiative  
Until recently ... the FDA had primarily relied on passive collection of adverse events obtained from 
manufacturers or through voluntary physician and consumer reporting to track emerging safety issues 
after drugs received FDA approval. ... the FDA's Sentinel Initiative ... aims to use big data and broad 
networks to proactively and systematically detect and respond to emerging risks associated with 
prescription medicines. ... The Sentinel network consists primarily of eighteen organizations that include 
some of the nation's largest health insurers ... and various disease registries. ... the FDA says that it has 
access to selected data from eighty-eight hospitals and other inpatient facilities. ... Sentinel has not yet 
become a tool for the rapid assessment of potential drug safety problems .... That's in large part because 
of persistent technical and methodological challenges. (Findlay, 6/4) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New England Journal of Medicine: The 21st Century Cures Act — Will it Take us 
Back in Time?  
In May 2015, the 21st Century Cures Act was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives, with the 
goal of promoting the development and speeding the approval of new drugs and devices. ... An 
underlying premise of the bill is the need to accelerate approval for new products, but this process is 
already quite efficient. A third of new drugs are currently approved on the basis of a single pivotal trial; the 
median size for all pivotal trials is just 760 patients. More than two thirds of new drugs are approved on 
the basis of studies lasting 6 months or less — a potential problem for medications designed to be taken 
for a lifetime. Once the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) starts its review, it approves new 
medications about as quickly as any regulatory agency in the world. (Jerry Avorn and Aaron S. 
Kesselheim, 6/3) 
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