
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       MAY 18, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Budget Bargaining Begins in Earnest 
On Monday, Legislative committees are expected to meet to kick off California's May budget revision 
review and negotiation, hammering out details in response to Gov. Jerry Brown's (D) spending proposal 
submitted last week. The Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, chaired by 
Assembly member Tony Thurmond, (D-Richmond), and the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, chaired by Sen. Holly Mitchell, (D-Los Angeles, convene 
on Monday. (Gorn, 5/18) 

The Sacramento Bee: Critics Want Nonprofit Hospitals to Account for Tax Breaks  

It’s been a long-running criticism made by health care unions against nonprofit hospitals: They don’t give 
enough in return for their hefty tax breaks. The debate fired up again last week as hundreds of members 
of the California Nurses Association marched at the state Capitol to promote the union’s legislative 
agenda, including a recent bill to toughen reporting requirements by nonprofit hospitals on how much 
community benefit they provide to support their tax-exempt status. (Sangree, 5/17) 

Los Angeles Times: Doctor With Revoked License Continues to Sell Unproven Stem Cell 
Treatments  
Last fall, two decades after Malibu psychiatrist William Rader began selling unproven stem cell treatments 
to desperate patients with incurable conditions, California authorities permanently revoked his medical 
license for negligence, false or misleading advertising and professional misconduct. "His dishonesty 
permeates every aspect of his business and practices," the medical board wrote in a scathing 39-page 
decision. (Zarembo, 5/16) 

Los Angeles Times: Doctor Convicted In Prescription Drug Sting  
A southern California pain-management doctor who was featured in a 2012 Times investigation of patient 
overdose deaths was convicted Thursday of illegally prescribing narcotics and other commonly abused 
drugs. Dr. John Dimowo was convicted of seven counts of illegally writing prescriptions for Vicodin, Xanax 
and Adderall to undercover agents who pretended to be patients and had no legitimate need for the 
drugs. (Glover, 5/15) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Washington Post: New Test Could Sharply Reduce Risky, Costly Lung Cancer 
Biopsies  
When a suspicious lesion shows up in the lungs on a CT scan, the first thing your doctor wants to know is 
whether it's cancerous. A specialist will pass a long, thin bronchoscope into your airway in the hope of 
grabbing a few cells of the growth so they can be examined under a microscope. But some of these 
lesions or nodules are deep in the small branches of the lungs, out of reach of the bronchoscope, which is 
about the diameter of a pen. ... But now, according to a study published Sunday in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, there appears to be a new, much less invasive way of determining whether a growth 
is malignant. (Bernstein, 5/17) 
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The Seattle Times: 'Breakthrough' Drug Trials Give New Hope on Cystic Fibrosis  
Two large clinical trials co-led by a Seattle researcher find that a new drug may help nearly half of people 
with cystic fibrosis — and reduce the leading cause of death from the disease. Paige Ellens, 17, of 
Lynden, is among the first to benefit. (Aleccia, 5/17) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Politico: Skyrocketing Medicaid Signups Stir State Expansion Fights  
Medicaid enrollment under Obamacare is skyrocketing past expectations, giving some GOP governors 
who oppose the program’s expansion under the health law an “I told you so” moment. More than 12 
million people have signed up for Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act since January 2014, and in 
some states that embraced that piece of the law, enrollment is hundreds of thousands beyond initial 
projections. Seven states have seen particularly big surges, with their overruns totaling nearly 1.4 million 
low-income adults. (Pradhan, 5/18) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Los Angeles Times: Can The Government Reduce Poverty While Also Slashing The 
Budget?  

Important but often neglected debate broke out in Washington last week: Which political party can do 
more for the nation's poor? ... At least in theory, there's still room for deal-making here. A few creative 
Republicans have been willing to consider cutting taxes on the working poor at the cost of modestly 
higher taxes on some of the affluent. A few creative Democrats have been willing to consider trimming the 
growth of Social Security and Medicare to free up funds for the truly needy. (Doyle McManus, 5/16) 

Los Angeles Times: The California Budget's Shrinking Surplus  
Now subtract the money deposited automatically in the rainy day fund, and you're left with an Incredible 
Shrinking Surplus. Brown has proposed to spend most of what's left on a new tax credit for the poor, 
more aid for higher education and, potentially, health insurance for immigrants temporarily granted legal 
status by President Obama. These are all good ideas, yet they leave other glaring needs unmet, such as 
restoring cuts in Medi-Cal payments that have made it harder for the poor to obtain care. (5/15) 
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California Healthline: Scope of Practice Bill Sent to Senate Floor 
Optometrists could perform more medical duties than currently allowed in California under legislation 
passed on Monday by the Senate Appropriations Committee. SB 622 by Sen. Ed Hernandez (D-West 
Covina), who also is a practicing optometrist, now heads to a Senate floor vote. The bill is designed to 
help address the dearth of primary care providers in California by allowing some of their duties to be 
taken up by optometrists who undergo special training for the tasks. (Gorn, 5/19) 

 
KPCC: Assisted Suicide Advocates take their fight to the Courts with Lawsuit 
An organization that’s lobbying for a bill that would legalize doctor-assisted suicide in California has filed a 
lawsuit that claims the current ban on the practice violates the state constitution. Compassion & Choices 
filed the lawsuit in San Diego County Superior Court Friday on behalf of three terminally ill people and a 
palliative care doctor. The lawsuit names Attorney General Kamala Harris and the district attorneys of Los 
Angeles, San Diego and Sacramento counties as defendants. (O'Neill, 5/19) 

Los Angeles Times: Woman Sues Anthem Blue Cross for Refusing to Cover Hepatitis C 
Drug  

A West Hollywood woman sued insurer Anthem Blue Cross for refusing to cover the cost of an expensive 
drug that she says would cure her hepatitis C infection. Shima Andre said in the lawsuit that Anthem has 
refused to pay the estimated $99,000 it would cost to be treated with the controversial drug Harvoni, 
which has been shown to destroy the deadly virus in most patients. In a denial letter, Anthem explained 
that the drug was “not medically necessary” because Andre does not have advanced liver damage, the 
lawsuit said. (Pfeifer, 5/18) 

The San Jose Mercury News: California Reforms to Cut Use Of Foster Care Psych Meds 
Will Cost Millions  

California will have to invest millions of dollars to better protect its 63,000 foster children from the 
excessive use of powerful psychiatric medications in a state where prescribing physicians, caregivers and 
the courts have long supported the drugging of as many as one in four foster teens. (de Sa, 5/18) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Cancer Screening: An Example Of When Less Can Be More, Experts 
Say  
Americans get too many tests to screen for common types of cancer, and the American College of 
Physicians wants them to stop. New clinical guidelines from the medical group include a litany of statistics 
that illustrate our obsession with cancer screening. Among them: About 6 in 10 adults submitted to a 
colonoscopy more often than they needed to. One-third of men who got a PSA test to screen for prostate 
cancer couldn’t remember being asked by their doctor to do so. And 69% of women who had their cervix 
removed during a hysterectomy still got tested for cervical cancer. (Kaplan, 5/18) 

NPR: Change to Mammogram Guidelines Could Lead to Coverage Shift  
Millions of women could lose access to free mammograms under changes to breast cancer screening 
guidelines that influence insurers, the consulting firm Avalere estimates. The Avalere analysis is based on 
an update to breast cancer screening recommendations proposed by the U.S. Preventive Services Task  
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Force, a group of medical experts whose work guides health care standards and policy. The public 
comment period on the proposal expires Monday. (Kelto, 5/18) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

The Fiscal Times: Soaring Medicaid Enrollment Could Hit State Budgets  

Under the Affordable Care Act’s Medicaid expansion, enrollment in the program is soaring past 
expectations in a handful of states, raising some concerns about whether states will have trouble covering 
the costs down the road. (Ehley, 5/19) 

CAMPAIGN 2016 

The Associated Press: Where They Stand: Lindsey Graham on Issues of 2016 Campaign  

South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham will announce his campaign for president next month, after saying 
Monday he is running for the Republican nomination. Here’s a snapshot of where Graham stands on 
issues likely to be debated in the Republican presidential primaries. ... He voted against the Affordable 
Care Act and supports the GOP’s “Ryan Budget” that would curtail Social Security and Medicare 
spending and benefits over time. ... On abortion, Graham receives high marks from state and national 
organizations that oppose a woman’s right to terminate a pregnancy. But he’s also tried to bridge the gap 
between conservatives who support absolute bans on abortion and those who support exceptions for 
rape, incest and health of the mother. Graham argues absolute bans aren’t politically feasible. (Barrow, 
5/19) 

McClatchy: Cruz Foregoes Obamacare After All  
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, one of the federal health law’s fiercest critics, will not participate in Obamacare 
after all. Cruz and his family have bought coverage in the private market instead of going through Cruz’s 
employer, Congress, which offers plans for federal workers under the Affordable Care Act. The Texas 
senator said in March after he announced his presidential candidacy that he was considering plans 
offered through the federal health care law, triggering stories and commentary about the irony of Cruz 
signing up for Obamacare. (Recio, 5/18) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Los Angeles Times: State Governments Lament That Citizens Are Actually Getting Health 
Coverage  
One of the more bizarre spectacles of U.S. government in the modern age is the sight of political leaders 
complaining that a public program is actually working. On Monday, Politico delivered a striking case in 
point. The subject was Obamacare, or more specifically the expansion of Medicaid through which millions 
of low-income families receive health coverage. According to author Rachana Pradhan, in many states 
that expanded Medicaid and even some that rejected expansion under the Affordable Care Act, 
enrollment has significantly exceeded projections. To some political leaders, for some reason, this is 
supposed to be a bad thing. (Michael Hiltzik, 5/18) 
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Los Angeles Times: Congress Plots To Pay for a Trade Deal by Raiding Medicare  
Medicare means many things to many people. To seniors, it's a program providing good, low-cost 
healthcare at a stage in life when it's most needed. To Congress, it's beginning to look more like a piggy 
bank to be raided. (Michael Hiltzik, 5/18) 
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STATE WATCH       MAY 20, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Closing Last Three Developmental Centers; Community 
'Blindsided' by Plan 
On Tuesday, legislators heard concerns about the state's new timeline for closing the three remaining 
developmental centers in California. As part of the May budget revise, a closure goal of 2018 was set for 
the Sonoma Developmental Center and the roughly 400 developmentally disabled people who reside 
there. The other two remaining centers, Fairview Developmental Center in Southern California and 
Porterville Developmental Center in the Central Valley, are slated to shut down by 2021 under the new 
plan. (Gorn, 5/20) 
 

California Healthline: California is the 29th Healthiest State for seniors, Report Finds 
A new United Health Foundation report ranks California and other states on the health of 
seniors, McClatchy/Biloxi-Gulfport Sun Herald reports. For the report, the United Health Foundation 
reviewed 30 health indicators to determine states' performance in providing healthy environments for 
adults ages 65 and older. Vermont was named the healthiest state for seniors in the U.S., while Louisiana 
ranked last. California ranked 29th overall, down from 18th in 2014. (5/20) 
 

Government Technology: Baby Data: California Bill Seeks to Secure Newborns' DNA 
Each year, more than 3 million babies are born in the United States, and each one undergoes genetic 
testing. In 32 states, however, the residual dried-blood sample from every newborn is retained – in some 
states, they even become government property. California, Indiana, Pennsylvania and Texas are just a 
few jurisdictions where genetic privacy has come to light -- but California is the only one where lawmakers 
are taking action. They are considering a measure that could potentially improve data security of genetic 
samples stored by the state. (Heaton, 5/19) 
 

California Healthline: California Ranks Second in U.S. for Providers' E-Prescribing of 
Controlled Substances 
California ranked second in the U.S. for electronically prescribing controlled substances in 2014, 
according to a Surescripts' annual 2014 National Progress Report. The data show that 8.58% of 
California prescribers were enabled to e-prescribe controlled substances and 71.2% of pharmacies were 
enabled to accept e-prescriptions of such drugs. 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: Judge Approves $200M settlement in 2012 Meningitis Outbreak 
Victims of a 2012 meningitis outbreak caused by a now-closed Massachusetts compounding pharmacy 
will have access to a $200 million compensation fund, following approval Tuesday by a federal 
bankruptcy judge. The new fund will be available to compensate creditors and victims who became ill or 
died as the result of receiving tainted steroid injections from the New England Compounding Center. It is  
part of a plan to liquidate the assets of the Framingham-based center approved by U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Judge Henry Boroff. (Marcelo, 5/19) 
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NPR: Dense Breasts Are Just One Part Of The Cancer Risk Calculus  

Almost half the states now require doctors to tell women if they have dense breasts because they're at 
higher risk of breast cancer, and those cancers are harder to find. But not all women with dense breasts 
have the same risks, a study says. Those differences need to be taken into account when figuring out 
each woman's risk of breast cancer, the study says, and also weighed against other factors, including 
family history, age and ethnicity. (Shute, 5/19) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

The Hill: CBO director: ObamaCare funds were assumed to be for all states 
The man who led the Congressional Budget Office when ObamaCare was being constructed said 
Tuesday it was the “common understanding” at the time that subsidies would be available in all states — 
a crucial question in a looming Supreme Court case.  
The challengers in the case of King v. Burwell argue subsidies are only available in states that 
established their own exchanges, as opposed to a federally-run exchange, citing language in the law 
referring to an exchange “established by the state.” (Sullivan, 5/19) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Wall Street Journal: Kaiser Family Foundation health tracking poll findings on 
Americans’ views of whether the Affordable Care Act has helped or hurt their family, or 
had no impact. 
One reason the Affordable Care Act gets mixed reviews is the persistent and sharp partisan divide in 
public opinion on the law. But a less appreciated reason for this is simply that many more people benefit 
from the ACA than may realize it. More than half of Americans say the health reform law has had no 
impact on them or their family, Kaiser Family Foundation Health Tracking Polls have found. That’s true of 
Democrats (60%), independents (54%), and Republicans (55%). But the ACA benefits more people than 
say it has affected them and far more than the approximately 23 million more people who have signed up 
for a marketplace plan or Medicaid as a result of the law. (Drew Altman, 5/20) 
 

New York Times: Why Insurance Doesn’t Always Prevent Giant Medical Bills 
Health insurance is supposed to help you pay for your health care, but it’s also supposed to protect you 
from financial ruin. A large new survey finds that, for nearly a quarter of insured adults, insurance has  
provided flimsy protection against huge medical bills. The survey, from the health research group the 
Commonwealth Fund, looked at around 3,000 adults who had been insured all year, and found that in 
2014, 23 percent of them were “underinsured,” according to a definition of financial exposure developed 
by the researchers. The group in the study included people with Medicaid, Medicare and their own health 
insurance, but also the large percentage of Americans with insurance through their jobs. (Margot Sanger-
Katz, 5/20) 
 

Huffington Post: It's Not Just You -- Those Health Insurance Deductibles Are Getting 
Scary 
Debates about health care frequently focus on the number of people with and without insurance, because 
it’s a relatively straightforward thing to measure. Either you have coverage or you don’t. But an equally 
important question is what kind of insurance you have -- and that includes whether your policy leaves you 
exposed to large, potentially crippling out-of-pocket expenses. The answer makes a big difference. 
(Jonathan Cohn, 5/20) 
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STATE WATCH       MAY 21, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Responds to Concerns, Resets Timeline for Senior Program 
Transition 
State health officials this week said they would extend the timeline for transition into managed care plans 
for thousands of frail California seniors in the Multipurpose Senior Services Program. At an Assembly 
Budget Subcommittee on Health and Human Services hearing this week, the revised timeline was 
released by Mari Cantwell, chief deputy director at the Department of Health Care Services. She said the 
change was prompted by stakeholder input about the time needed to make sure the complicated needs of 
MSSP patients can be met. (Gorn, 5/21) 
 
California Healthline: Western Dental to Stop Accepting New Patients under Denti-Cal 
Citing low reimbursement rates, Western Dental -- one of the largest Denti-Cal providers in the state -- 
said it will stop accepting new patients covered by the program, the Sacramento Business Journal 
reports. Denti-Cal is the dental program for Medi-Cal, California's Medicaid program. (Robertson, 5/21) 

The Fiscal Times: Obamacare’s ‘Narrow Networks’ in California Meet and Beat 
Expectations  
Now that Obamacare has taken hold -- yesterday the administration announced that about 12 million 
people signed up through exchange plans this year -- researchers are starting to get a glimpse of how 
narrow networks actually compare to commercial plans. (Ehley, 5/20) 

Kaiser Health News: Facing Death but Fighting the Aid-In-Dying Movement 
Stephanie Packer was 29 when she found out she has a terminal lung disease. It’s the same age as 
Brittany Maynard, who last year was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer. Maynard, of northern 
California, opted to end her life via physician-assisted suicide in Oregon last fall. Maynard’s quest for 
control over the end of her life continues to galvanize the “aid-in-dying” movement nationwide, with 
legislation pending in California and a dozen other states. (O'Neill, 5/20) 
 
Governing: In California, Women Can Soon Get Birth Control without Ever Seeing a 
Doctor 
Battling the highest rate of unintended pregnancy in the world, reproductive health advocates in America 
have pushed for years for letting women get birth control without a prescription. California (and possibly 
Oregon) is taking one step closer to that. California passed a law in 2013 that will take effect likely in the 
coming weeks, once health authorities finalize the procedure for pharmacists to distribute contraception 
directly. In effect, women will be able to walk up to a pharmacy counter, say they’d like contraception 
(whether it's the pill or another method), take a short health questionnaire, have their blood pressure 
taken, get a consultation on dosage and other key pieces of information, and walk out with birth control 
that very visit. (Kardish, 5/19) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Politico: Jeb Bush’s Medicaid Fix: More Choices, Fewer Benefits?  
In education and immigration, Jeb Bush is an outlier in the Republican presidential field — a moderate 
who raises concerns about the ideological direction of the party. But on another flash-point issue, health 
care, Bush is a proven conservative, having put into action ideas that some GOP rivals can only talk 
about. Bush cites his 2005 effort to overhaul Florida’s broken and expensive Medicaid program as a  
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model for using market-driven reforms to cut the growth of health spending and rein in a big government 
program. It’s not a full-fledged GOP alternative to Obamacare, but it’s a starting point. (Haberkorn, 5/21) 

Marketplace: Even With Insurance, People Avoid the Doctor  
Among people 65 and under, almost two-thirds are covered by private health insurance plans, according 
to the CDC. But that doesn’t mean health care is affordable. A report released today by the 
Commonwealth Fund shows that rising deductibles and other out-of-pocket expenses are a serious 
problem for more than 30 million underinsured working-age adults. (Douban, 5/20) 

The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Hospitals Urge Congress Not to Change a Drug 
Discount Program  
As a Congressional committee readies legislation designed to jump start medical innovation, executives 
representing more than 500 hospitals are urging Congressional leaders not to make changes to a 
prescription drug program that serves indigent patients and bolsters their own bottom lines. At issue is the 
340B Drug Discount program that requires drug makers to offer discounts of up to 50% on all outpatient 
drugs – for everything from AIDS to diabetes – to hospitals and clinics that are known as safety net 
hospitals, because they serve indigent populations. (Silverman, 5/20) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

The Washington Post's Plum Line: Sick Man Whose Obamacare Story Went Viral Could 
Be Thwarted By Supreme Court  
By now you may have learned of the plight of one Luis Lang, a South Carolina man whose story went 
viral after it was reported that he couldn’t afford to treat an illness that was threatening to make him blind 
— and blamed Obamacare for it. He has since come around to the view that Democrats may not be 
entirely to blame for his state of affairs — and says he is going to try to gain coverage through the law. 
(Greg Sargent, 5/20) 
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STATE WATCH       MAY 22, 2015 
 
California Healthline: State Responds to Concerns, Resets Timeline for Senior Program 
Transition 
State health officials this week said they would extend the timeline for transition into managed care plans 
for thousands of frail California seniors in the Multipurpose Senior Services Program. 
At an Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Health and Human Services hearing this week, the revised 
timeline was released by Mari Cantwell, chief deputy director at the Department of Health Care Services. 
She said the change was prompted by stakeholder input about the time needed to make sure the 
complicated needs of MSSP patients can be met. (Gorn, 5/21) 

Kaiser Health News: The Gray Areas of Assisted Suicide  
Physician-assisted suicide is illegal in all but five states. But that doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen in the 
rest. Sick patients sometimes ask for help in hastening their deaths, and some doctors will hint, vaguely, 
how to do it. This leads to bizarre, veiled conversations between medical professionals and overwhelmed 
families. Doctors and nurses want to help but also want to avoid prosecution, so they speak carefully, 
parsing their words. Family members, in the midst of one of the most confusing and emotional times of 
their lives, are left to interpret euphemisms. (Dembosky, 5/21) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Medical Cures Bill Unanimously Passes House Panel  
The House Energy and Commerce Committee on Thursday unanimously approved a medical cures bill 
shortly after reaching a bipartisan $13 billion deal to pay for the legislation. “That is an amazing 
accomplishment,” Rep. Joe Barton (R-Texas), said, noting that he had been on the committee for 28 
years and had never before seen a major bill pass without a single “nay” vote. (Sullivan, 5/21) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Reuters: CVS to Expand Pharmacy Business With $10B Omnicare Buy  
Drugstore operator CVS Health Corp (CVS.N) said Thursday it will spend $10.1 billion to buy Omnicare 
Inc. (OCR.N), a company that supplies prescription medicines to nursing, assisted living and other 
healthcare facilities. The move gives CVS, the second-largest U.S. drugstore operator, access to the 
older, sicker U.S. population and builds on its specialty pharmacy, which provides drugs to people with 
expensive chronic conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis. (5/21) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Kaiser Health News: Medicaid Expansion Helps Cut Rate of Older, Uninsured Adults 
From 12 to 8 Percent  
Kaiser Health News consumer columnist Michelle Andrews writes: "The health law’s expansion of 
Medicaid coverage to adults with incomes over the poverty line was key to reducing the uninsured rate 
among 50- to 64-year-olds from nearly 12 to 8 percent in 2014, according to a new analysis. “Clearly 
most of the gains in coverage were in Medicaid or non-group coverage,” says study co-author Jane Sung, 
a senior strategic policy adviser at the AARP Public Policy Institute, which conducted the study with the 
Urban Institute." (Andrews, 5/22) 
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Politico: Top Health Lobbyist Calls it quits at Key Moment for Obamacare  
Karen Ignagni was the woman who could have killed Obamacare. Instead, the nation’s top health 
insurance lobbyist helped President Barack Obama to pass his sweeping health reform. And she became 
emblematic of the compromises and controversies that still define the Affordable Care Act today. (Palmer, 
Haberkorn and Demko, 5/21) 

Politico: Healthcare Hackers May Have Accessed Lawmaker Info  
House lawmakers were warned Thursday night that their personal data may have been compromised in a 
cyberattack involving health care plans from CareFirst Blue Cross Blue Shield. In an email to lawmakers 
obtained by POLITICO, House administration officials said hackers may have gained access to “limited 
personal information for House employees” — including members enrolled in Blue Cross Blue Shield 
plans set up under Obamacare. (French, 5/21) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Health Affairs/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Antibiotic Resistance  
While there are a number of drugs designed to treat ... infections, resistant strains are emerging at a rate 
that is currently outpacing the development of effective new drugs. Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA) alone kills more than 19,000 Americans every year--more than emphysema, HIV/AIDS, 
Parkinson's disease, and homicide combined. ... pharmaceutical companies do not have strong economic 
incentives to develop new antibiotic drugs. ... This brief provides an overview of antibiotic resistance, 
including a summary of its current impact, the factors that contribute to its spread, and the policy 
recommendations put in place by federal and global public health agencies. It also reviews the debate 
around the regulation of antibiotic use in agriculture and examines new developments in policy and 
research. (Chin, 5/21) 

Urban Institute/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: 9.4 Million Fewer Families are Having 
Problems Paying Medical Bills  
The share of adults with problems paying family medical bills in the previous 12 months fell an estimated 
4.7 percentage points between September 2013 and March 2015. Overall, an estimated 9.4 million fewer 
adults had problems paying family medical bills.... we find that nearly three-quarters of the adults who 
have problems paying family medical bills forgo needed health care because they cannot afford it. 
Expansions of health insurance coverage under the ACA are likely to reduce but not eliminate problems 
with the affordability of health care, while ACA policies designed to limit cost sharing may expand access 
to care that would otherwise be viewed as unaffordable. (Karpman and Long, 5/21) 

Urban Institute/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Most Adults With Medical Debt Had 
Health Insurance at the Time the Debt was Incurred  
Medical debt continued to be an issue for American families at the end of 2014, with an estimated one in 
four nonelderly adults reporting medical debt. Further, medical debt is more of a challenge for middle-
income adults, who lack the public coverage options available to low-income adults and lack the financial 
resources of high-income adults. Of some concern, most adults incurred their family medical debt during 
periods with health insurance coverage. ... [That] suggests that changes in covered services and cost-
sharing requirements would cushion the impacts of higher medical bills for low- and middle-income 
families. Medical debt resulting from uncovered services was reported by 9.3 percent of low-income 
adults and 12.7 percent of middle-income adults. (Karpman and Long, 5/21) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS  

Bloomberg View: How to Fix the FDA: Carefully  
The process for approving new drugs in the U.S. takes a long time and costs a lot of money. But in trying 
to speed things up too much, Congress runs the risk of allowing drugs to reach the market that aren't 
necessarily safe. Some lawmakers -- led by Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton, a 
Republican from Michigan, and Diana DeGette, a Colorado Democrat -- assert that drugs are slow in 
coming because the Food and Drug Administration has been failing to innovate quickly enough. But last 
year the agency approved more new drugs than in any other year in almost two decades. (5/22) 

The Washington Post's Plum Line: Sorry, Republicans: Obamacare is Getting More and 
More Entrenched  
Republicans have always had a problem where rhetoric meets reality on the Affordable Care Act. In the 
abstract, the law has never been overwhelmingly popular, but many of the things the law actually does — 
like preventing insurance companies from denying coverage because of pre-existing conditions — are 
extremely popular. And so, if Republicans actually succeed in reversing the law’s progress in a 
meaningful way — as they might with the King v. Burwell lawsuit that could take coverage from millions of 
people — they may realize, like the dog that caught the car, that this wasn’t such a hot idea after all, and 
they might not know what to do about it. (Paul Waldman, 5/21) 
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