
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       APRIL 13, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: Lawmakers Address California's Deeply Fragmented Mental Health 
System  

Advocates and mental health practitioners say that California's approach to mental health — and 
particularly to involuntary treatment — is deeply fragmented across its 58 counties. Lawmakers are trying 
to address the inconsistency of policies and approaches, but activist groups often disagree about the 
appropriate balance between protecting patients' civil liberties and forcing treatment on people who may 
be in danger or pose a danger to others because of severe mental illness. (Sewell, 4/13) 

California Healthline: Calif. Insurance Agents Waiting for Commissions From State, 
Insurers 
California and insurers in the state owe thousands of dollars in commissions to insurance agents who 
have helped individuals and families enroll in health coverage during Covered California's open 
enrollment periods, the CHCF Center for Health Reporting/Sacramento Bee reports. (4/13) 
 
California Healthline: First Test for Bill To Cover Undocumented 
Health care coverage for the undocumented gets its first test this week when a bill to extend Medi-Cal 
coverage and Covered California health plans to the undocumented will be heard by the Senate Health 
committee. Activists plan to rally on Monday on the Capitol Building steps to generate a little buzz before 
Wednesday's Senate hearing. (Gorn, 4/13) 

 
San Jose Mercury News: California creates first guidelines for prescribing psych meds to 
foster youth 
Three years after joining forces to address the alarming use of psychotropic medications in California's 
foster care system, a high-level group of health care officials, attorneys and public policy leaders on 
Friday unveiled a sweeping set of guidelines for doctors who prescribe the powerful drugs to some of the 
state's most traumatized children. (de Sá, 4/10) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: In Congress, Doing 'Nothing' Can Mean Doing Something Big  

Doing nothing could work where doing something falls short. House Republicans have voted over and 
over to repeal President Barack Obama's health law, to no avail. Democrats in the Senate still stand in 
the way, and ultimately there is Obama's veto power. But what Congress hasn't done is putting the law in 
jeopardy now. The Supreme Court is considering a challenge that centers on interpretation of one 
confusing phrase in the giant law — a few words that the Republican-led Congress could easily have 
clarified, but won't. The Supreme Court's decision, expected by late June, has the potential to gut the law. 
Still, doing nothing is often politically risky. (4/12) 

The Fiscal Times: Medicare ‘Doc Fix’ May Be No Fix at All  
The House-passed plan to end the annual congressional ritual of blocking deep, automatic cuts in 
Medicare reimbursements for doctors has just run into more hot water. Before the Senate takes up the 
measure after a two-week break, Paul Spitalnic, the chief actuary for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, released a new analysis. It cautions that the bill passed by the House in March will 
increase Medicare spending by $150.5 billion in the coming decade – with much of that tacked onto the 
deficit. (Pianin 4/12) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: Poll: Rate Of Uninsured Americans Drops To 
11.9%  
The rate of uninsured Americans fell to 11.9% in the first quarter of 2015, down one percentage point 
from the end of 2014, according to a Gallup survey. The rate was the lowest since Gallup began tracking 
it with the Healthways company in 2008, and a sharp decrease from a high of 18% on the eve of the 
rollout of the Affordable Care Act in the fall of 2013. The polling firm said the rate showed the effects of 
the health law, but also that it had some distance to go in fulfilling its goals of broadly extending health 
coverage. (Radnofsky, 4/13) 

The Associated Press: Study: Nearly 9 in 10 US Adults Now Have Health Insurance  
The law's future is still up in the air, and will turn on factors ranging from an upcoming Supreme Court 
decision on consumer subsidies to actions by Republican leaders in states opposed to Medicaid 
expansion. The Gallup-Healthways survey found that the share of adults who lack insurance dropped to 
11.9 percent for the first three months of this year, the lowest level since that survey began its tracking in 
2008. The latest update overlaps with the period when the health law's second sign-up season was 
winding down. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 4/13) 

Los Angeles Times: Many Small Firms May Face Health Insurance Rate Changes Under 
Obamacare  
In recent years, as millions of individual consumers coped with new and different kinds of health 
insurance, small businesses got some breathing room. Millions of small businesses nationwide — and an 
estimated 70% of California's small firms that offer employee health insurance — haven't yet faced all the 
sweeping changes that resulted from the Affordable Care Act. (Zamosky, 4/12) 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch: PolitiFact: Brat Way Off On Affordable Care Act Bottom 
Line  
[Rep. Dave] Brat says the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, as envisioned in the House GOP budget 
proposal, would save “our nation more than $2 trillion.” The congressman, an economist, gets his figure 
from an outdated CBO estimate of 10-year ACA costs. An updated analysis, published eight days before 
Brat’s statement, put the cost at $1.75 trillion. But there’s a much larger problem: Brat’s claim only deals 
with the expense side of the ACA and ignores built-in special taxes and health care efficiencies that the 
CBO has said more than enable the program to pay for itself. (Fiske, 4/11) 

The Associated Press: Specialty, Generic Drugs Drive Medicaid Costs Up  
The high cost of a drug used to treat Medicaid patients with hepatitis C drew scrutiny from lawmakers 
earlier this year, but other drugs are also driving up the state's costs and likely will continue to do so for 
several years, government data reveals. From fiscal year 2010 through 2014, drug costs for Missouri's 
Medicaid program rose 33 percent, to $1.16 billion. Meanwhile, the number of claims fell slightly, by less 
than one-tenth of one percent, according to Missouri Department of Social Services data provided to The 
Associated Press. (French, 4/11) 
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COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Bloomberg: More Proof That The Richer You Are, The Healthier You'll Be  

No matter how much you earn, people who earn more than you are likelier to be healthier and live longer. 
That's the takeaway from a new report by researchers at the Urban Institute and Virginia Commonwealth 
University examining the complex links between health, wealth, and income. (Tozzi, 4/13) 

NPR: The Hidden Cost Of Mammograms: More Testing And Overtreatment  
There's no question mammograms can save lives by detecting breast cancer early. But they can also 
result in unnecessary testing and treatment that can be alarming and costly. In fact, each year the U.S. 
spends $4 billion on follow-up tests and treatments that result from inaccurate mammograms, scientists 
report in the current issue of Health Affairs. (Neighmond, 4/13) 

Reuters: Aetna, Cigna Balk As Angelina Effect Spurs Genetic Cancer Testing  
Medical researchers call it the "Angelina Effect," the surge in demand for genetic testing attributable to 
movie star Angelina Jolie's public crusade for more aggressive detection of hereditary breast and ovarian 
cancer. But there's a catch: Major insurance companies including Aetna, Anthem and Cigna are declining 
to pay for the latest generation of tests, known as multi-gene panel tests, Reuters has learned. The 
insurers say that the tests are unproven and may lead patients to seek out medical care they don't need. 
(Humer, 4/12) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 14, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Bill Extends, Expands Benefits Review 
Who doesn't like Ch-Burp? The much-beloved acronym CHBRP, belonging to the California Health 
Benefits Review Program, will get a longer life and expanded powers under a bill passed by the Senate 
Appropriations committee on Monday. CHBRP was created in 2002 in advance of the Affordable Care 
Act, to independently assess bills that would create health insurance benefit mandates. Analysis is 
coordinated within the University of California system. The program is due to sunset on June 30 this year. 
(Gorn, 4/14) 

Los Angeles Times: Jail Reforms, Health Funding Among L.A. County Budget Plan 
Priorities  

Los Angeles County officials plan to spend more than $100 million over the next year to reduce abuses in 
the county's crowded jails, improve treatment of mentally ill inmates and divert others with mental health 
issues from entering lockups. ... As well as continuing jail reforms that have been driven in part by 
pressure from federal authorities, the proposed spending plan sets aside money for improvements in the 
county healthcare system driven by the Affordable Care Act and for ongoing reforms in the child welfare 
system. (Sewell, 4/13) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Associated Press: US Budget Deficit Expanded Slightly In Fiscal First Half  
Congress returned Monday from a two-week recess facing what is expected to be months of wrangling 
between Republicans and Democrats over competing budget plans. The latest budget report showed that 
government revenues over the last six months totaled $1.42 trillion, up 7.3 percent from a year ago. 
Government spending over the same period totaled $1.86 trillion, an increase of 7.1 percent over the 
previous year. Spending on Medicare rose 8 percent, and spending on Medicaid shot up 23 percent. 
(Crutsinger, 4/13) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The New York Times: Health Insurance Shoppers Look To Limited Networks To Save 
Money  

In all the turmoil in health care, one surprising truth is emerging: Consumers seem increasingly 
comfortable trading a greater choice of hospitals or doctors for a health plan that costs significantly less 
money. “Are they willing to trade choice and access for price? There’s no question about that,” said Mark 
Newton, the chief executive of Swedish Covenant Hospital, a Chicago hospital that recently teamed with 
an Illinois insurer, Land of Lincoln Health, to offer a health plan. (Abelson, 4/13) 

The Fiscal Times: Millions Could Face Surprise Obamacare Tax Penalty  

The deadline to file taxes is just two days away, and yet nearly half of all uninsured Americans have no 
idea that they will be subject to Obamacare’s tax penalty for not having health coverage this year. A new 
study from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Urban Institute found that of the uninsured 
population that will be filing a federal tax return this year, about 47 percent said they didn’t know anything 
at all or very little about Obamacare’s individual mandate penalty. (Ehley, 4/13) 
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HEALTH IT 

The Associated Press: Hackers Keep Trying New Targets In Search Of Easy Data  

The health care sector has become the hot target for hackers in recent months, according to researchers 
at Symantec, a leading cybersecurity company that says it's also seeing big increases in "spear-
phishing," ''ransomware" and efforts to exploit newly discovered vulnerabilities in software used by a wide 
range of industries. (4/14) 

ProPublica/USA Today: Health Data Breaches Sow Confusion, Frustration  
As the privacy officer for The Advisory Board Co., Rebecca Fayed knows a thing or two about privacy and 
what can happen when it's violated. But when Fayed received a letter telling her that she, like nearly 80 
million others, was the victim of a hacking attack on health insurer Anthem Inc., she couldn't figure out 
why. Anthem wasn't her insurance provider. (Ornstein, 4/14) 

Bloomberg: IBM Joins With Apple, J&J To Analyze Health Data In The Cloud  
IBM is joining with Apple Inc., Johnson & Johnson and Medtronic Plc to create a technology that will 
make it easier for health-care companies to analyze patient data. International Business Machines Corp. 
announced a cloud-computing platform, called Watson Health Cloud, which can store and analyze 
anonymous patient data. A business unit will be created around the offering with at least 2,000 
specialists, IBM said in a statement. (Koons and Barinka, 4/13) 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: Prescription Drug Spending Jumps 13% To Record $374 Billion In 
2014  
Driven by innovative but pricey new drugs for hepatitis C, U.S. spending on prescription drugs jumped 
13% last year to a record $374 billion, according to an industry report. The new hepatitis C drugs 
accounted for more than $11 billion of the spending, according to a report by IMS Institute for Healthcare 
Informatics, an industry research firm. Its annual report analyzes pharmaceutical sales, top-selling drugs 
and trends in the industry. (Pfeifer, 4/14) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: A Smarter Way To Pay Doctors  
In a welcome break from political stasis, Congress may be on the verge of passing important bipartisan 
legislation to fix the way Medicare pays doctors. A bill before the Senate this week, which the president is 
willing to sign, would shift toward paying based on how well doctors care for their patients, rather than on 
how much care they provide. The fix isn't perfect, but it's far better than most of us expected from a 
polarized Congress. Yet much of the commentary about the bill is very negative. Stranger still, it comes in 
the form of two contradictory arguments -- both wrong. (Peter R. Orszag, 4/14) 

Forbes: Chief Actuary Blows Away Make-Believe Medicare 'Doc Fix'  
There are two major differences between this so-called “fix” and previous ones. The first one is real: 
Previous increases have been offset by cuts to other government spending, and this one is not. The 
second one is fiction: That this doc fix is a permanent solution to the fee problem. (John R. Graham, 4/14) 
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The Washington Post: Can Someone Please Print This Graph On A T-Shirt?! Sharp 
Decline In The Uninsured Since The ACA Came Online.  
As the figure above shows quite incredibly clearly, since the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, 
the share of the uninsured has fallen sharply. As this Gallup-Healthways poll indicates, about 88 percent 
of adults are now covered, compared to about 82 percent at the peak uninsured rate before Obamacare 
kicked in. Moreover, the largest gains have accrued to the young, those with low incomes and Hispanics. 
For example, since late 2013, the share of the uninsured is down just two percentage points for those 
with incomes about $90,000 (most of whom already had coverage); for those with incomes below 
$36,000, it’s down nine percentage points. (Jared Berstein, 4/13) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 15, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Lawmakers Effusive Over Medi-Cal Rate 
In the first hearing of a bill to raise Medi-Cal rates for providers on Tuesday, the Assembly Committee on 
Health passed it along with flying colors. Assembly member Rob Bonta (D-Oakland) was barely able to 
get out a word about AB 366, his bill to raise Medi-Cal provider reimbursement rates, before he was 
interrupted by a motion to pass the bill. (Gorn, 4/15) 

Los Angeles Times: New Bills Renew California's Anti-Smoking Effort  
California has become a battleground between the tobacco industry and health groups as lawmakers 
push proposals that include increasing cigarette taxes by $2 a pack and raising the legal smoking age 
from 18 to 21. The state once led the nation in snuffing out smoking, but health activists say a strong 
tobacco lobby and a lack of political will have blocked new efforts in recent years. "We used to be leaders, 
and we are not anymore," said Stanton A. Glantz, a professor of medicine at UC San Francisco. 
(McGreevy, 4/14) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Senate Overhauls Doctors' Medicare Payments In Groundbreaking 
Vote  
The unusually bipartisan bill, which passed the House easily last month, will immediately lift the threat of 
an automatic 21% cut in Medicare fees to physicians, which was set to take effect Wednesday. The 
legislation also marks a milestone in the push to modernize Medicare, the nation’s mammoth federal 
insurance program for the elderly, and move it away from the traditional system of paying physicians for 
every procedure they perform. The bill passed with an overwhelming majority, 92 to 8. (Levey, 4/14) 

Bloomberg: Florida Doctor Tied To Menendez Indicted For Medicare Fraud  
Salomon Melgen, the Florida eye doctor whose gifts and campaign contributions led to the indictment of 
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez, was charged with 76 counts of health-care fraud and related offenses. 
Melgen submitted false claims, created fraudulent entries on patient medical charts and falsely diagnosed 
patients to bill for unnecessary tests and procedures, Miami U.S. Attorney Wifredo Ferrer said Tuesday in 
a statement. (Nesmith and Zajac, 4/14) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

USA Today: Many Unaware Of Required Tax-Time Insurance Reporting  
The special health insurance enrollment period set up for people surprised by their tax penalties hasn't 
appeared to increase either awareness or enrollment by much, new research shows. People who live in 
the 34 states that use HealthCare.gov and didn't know about the requirement to have health insurance 
can sign up through April 30 for 2015 coverage. (O'Donnell, 4/15) 

The Associated Press: Feds To Scott: Expand Medicaid If You Want Hospital Funds  
Federal health officials said publicly for the first time Tuesday that they want expansion of Florida's 
Medicaid program as part of any deal to grant Gov. Rick Scott's request to help the state's hospitals treat 
poor patients. Scott, so far, is refusing and with neither side backing down, that could lead to the 
Legislature failing to pass a budget before the scheduled end of its annual session May 1. Senate leaders 
say they will not approve a final budget that includes large cuts to hospitals. (Fineout and Kennedy, 4/14) 
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HEALTH IT 

Los Angeles Times: Digital Health Records Are Not Safe, Report On Breaches Shows  
Electronic health records were supposed to make life better for patients and doctors -- getting rid of bulky 
and messy paper files, streamlining delivery of care and organizing medical information so that scientists 
can use it to make discoveries. But those benefits could be for naught if digital medical data aren't safe -- 
and they don't appear to be. A new analysis of government records, published Tuesday in the journal 
JAMA, found that close to a thousand large data breaches affected 29 million medical records between 
2010 and 2013. (Brown, 4/14) 

MARKETPLACE 

McClatchy: Christie Wants Big Changes In Social Security, Medicare  
Under the Christie plan, the Social Security retirement age would jump to 69 and Medicare to 67, 
according to WMUR-TV in Manchester. The Social Security age is now on a sliding scale, depending on 
the year of one’s birth, and will hit 67 for those born in 1960 or after. The Medicare eligibility age is 65. 
(Lightman, 4/14) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The Associated Press: Tobacco Companies Sue FDA To Block Guidelines  

The nation’s largest tobacco companies are suing the Food and Drug Administration over recent 
guidelines that they claim overstep the agency’s authority over packaging for cigarettes and other tobacco 
products. Units of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco, Altria Group Inc. and Lorillard Tobacco filed the lawsuit 
Tuesday in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, claiming the FDA’s guidance infringes on 
their commercial speech. (Perrone, 4/14) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Time: How Obamacare Makes Chris Christie’s Medicare Plan Possible  
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie would like to raise the age to qualify for Medicare, part of a bold plan to 
reform entitlements that he released Tuesday morning. The proposal was greeted with cheers from many 
conservatives, but there’s a twist. The main reason that slowly raising the retirement age from 65 to 69 is 
politically feasible is a law that many conservatives hate: Obamacare. (Haley Sweetland Edwards, 4/14) 

Los Angeles Times: Chris Christie's Big Presidential Idea: Torch Social Security  
If there's any immutable rule in politics, it should be: beware of candidates who try to be "bold" merely for 
the sake of looking bold. Chris Christie, trying desperately to keep his presidential hopes alive, wants to 
look bold, and he's not above throwing millions of elderly Americans under his campaign bus to do so. 
That's the only conceivable explanation for the New Jersey Republican governor's misinformed and 
dangerous proposals to "fix" Social Security. (Michael Hiltzik, 4/14) 
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89.3 KPCC: Insurance chief: Covered California's proposed specialty drug cap is too high 
Covered California on Thursday is set to vote on a proposal to cap out-of-pocket costs for expensive 
specialty drugs at up to $500 a month. On Wednesday, state Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones said 
that amount would be too high, and urged the state's health insurance marketplace to set an across-the-
board monthly cap of $200. (Plevin, 4/16) 

 
California Healthline: State Urged To Spend New CHIP Money Only on Children's Health 
Care 
California is in line to receive as much as $550 million a year for two years in federal funding for the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, thanks to the Medicare vote this week in the U.S. Senate. (Gorn, 
4/16) 

The San Jose Mercury News: Vaccine Exemption Bill Temporarily Stalls In California 
Senate Education Committee  
A controversial bill to require vaccinations for all California school children ran into trouble Wednesday, 
when its author delayed a key Senate committee vote after enraged parents opposed to the legislation 
demanded lawmakers answer a central question: Don't all kids -- whether they are vaccinated or not -- 
have a right to a public education? (Seipel, 4/15) 

The Sacramento Bee: With Funding In Doubt, Immigrant Health Care Bill Advances  
After stalling last year because of funding concerns, a scaled-back plan to expand health coverage to 
Californians in the country illegally passed its first Senate committee on Wednesday. But SB 4, which 
would make undocumented immigrants eligible for Medi-Cal and seek a federal waiver allowing them to 
purchase unsubsidized health insurance on the state exchange, still faces its biggest hurdles over cost. 
(Koseff, 4/15) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: GOP Free-For-All Over Reconciliation  
Maine Sen. Susan Collins wants to use it for a tax overhaul. Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, for entitlement reform 
and a massive “pro-growth” agenda. And Rep. Bill Flores of Texas, who chairs the conservative 
Republican Study Committee, insists it should be used only to gut President Barack Obama’s signature 
health law. The fast-track reconciliation process — a rare budget procedure that would allow Republicans 
to jam sweeping legislation through the Senate with a simple majority — is quickly turning into a free-for-
all. Dozens of members have different ideas for how to take advantage of the powerful tool, but the two 
chambers’ leaders will have to settle on a single set of priorities if they want to deploy it. (Bade and 
Sherman, 4/16) 

Los Angeles Times: A Look At Key Parts Of Sweeping Bill Changing How Medicare Pays 
Doctors  
The historic compromise legislation passed by the Senate this week will overhaul the way Medicare pays 
physicians and will create new systems to reward high-performing doctors. The bill, which drew unusual 
bipartisan support in both chambers of Congress, also includes new funding for state insurance programs 
for children and for thousands of community health centers nationwide. (Levey, 4/15) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The Hill: IRS Chief: No Backup Plan If Obamacare Tax Subsidies Struck Down  
The head of the IRS said Wednesday that his agency does “not spend any time thinking” about whether 
the Supreme Court could strike down ObamaCare tax subsidies for millions of people this summer. IRS 
Commissioner John Koskinen told a Senate Homeland Security Committee that he is not preparing for 
the high stakes case, King v. Burwell. That responsibility, he said, rests with the White House, Congress 
and the states. (Ferris, 4/15) 

NBC News: Hillary Clinton Talks Health Care Policy With Small Business Owners In Iowa  

Hillary Clinton said Wednesday that she wants to build on "what works" in the president's health care law, 
suggesting that she may be open to allowing health insurance to be sold across state lines and saying 
that she would fight for lower prescription drug prices. (Dann, 4/15) 

MEDICAID 

Modern Healthcare: Better Review Of Medicaid Waivers Could Save CMS Billions: GAO  

The CMS could save billions of dollars if it did a better job vetting Medicaid demonstration waiver 
applications, the Government Accountability Office says in a report released Tuesday. The finding was 
detailed in the government watchdog's annual report that outlines ways that federal agencies can achieve 
cost savings. (Dickson, 4/15) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: UnitedHealth Boosts Forecast As Quarterly Profit Beats Estimates  
UnitedHealth Group Inc., the largest U.S. health insurer, raised its 2015 forecast after posting first-quarter 
profit that topped analysts’ estimates as it added customers and its Optum technology unit boosted 
revenue. Earnings, excluding certain items, will be $6.15 to $6.30 a share, the Minnetonka, Minnesota-
based insurer said Thursday in a statement. The company had said as recently as last month that 2015 
profit would be $6 to $6.25 a share. Analysts had estimated $6.21, on average, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg. (Tracer, 4/16) 

The Wall Street Journal's Pharmalot: Will A New Vertex Drug For Cystic Fibrosis Become 
A Budget Buster?  
As the national debate over the cost of prescription medicines intensifies, a pharmacy benefits manager 
is warning that a forthcoming combination treatment for cystic fibrosis may become the latest example of 
a budget-busting drug. In an analysis of insured patients, Prime Therapeutics estimates that it may cost 
as much as $4.5 billion annually for the nation’s health care system to pay for a combination medicine 
that includes Kalydeco – an existing and treatment sold by Vertex Pharmaceuticals – along with another 
Vertex compound. (Silverman, 4/15) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times: Has Obamacare Turned Voters Against Sharing The Wealth?  
With the advent of the Affordable Care Act, the share of Americans convinced that health care is a right 
shrank from a majority to a minority. This shift in public opinion is a major victory for the Republican Party. 
It is part of a larger trend: a steady decline in support for redistributive government policies. Emmanuel 
Saez, an economics professor at Berkeley and one of the nation’s premier experts on inequality, is a co-
author of a study that confirms this trend, which has been developing over the last four decades. A 
separate study, “The Structure of Inequality and Americans’ Attitudes Toward Redistribution,” found that 
as inequality increases, so does ideological conservatism in the electorate. (Thomas B. Edsall, 4/15) 

Los Angeles Times: A U.S. Court Quashes The Dopiest Obamacare Lawsuit Of All  
It is widely held that the dopiest anti-Obamacare lawsuit is King vs. Burwell, a conservative contrivance 
that tortures four words in the Affordable Care Act to assert that consumer healthcare subsidies in three 
dozen states should be invalidated. But the Supreme Court has taken up King for a ruling, which implies 
that at least four justices think the assertion is worthy of consideration. (A decision is due early this 
summer.) That leaves a lawsuit entitled Johnson vs. U.S. Office of Payroll Management holding the 
crown. On Tuesday, however, the Chicago-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit tossed the 
case with a horselaugh, so its reign may be ending. (Michael Hiltzik, 4/15) 

Bloomberg: Obamacare's Tax Day Mystery  
For a while now, I’ve been saying that the most important Obamacare deadline this year was not the end 
of open enrollment on the exchanges, but April 15. That’s when lots of people find out that they owe 
money to the government -- either because they didn’t have insurance and therefore get hit with the 
individual mandate penalty, or because they found out they received too much in subsidies and now owe 
money to the government. So how’s it going? As with many things about this law, it’s hard to tell. (Megan 
McArdle, 4/15) 
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California Healthline: California First in Care for Undocumented, UCLA Researchers Say 
Undocumented immigrants get better health care in California than the rest of the country -- but that's not 
saying much, according to a new report released Thursday by UCLA researchers. "California is in the 
lead of a very sorry pack," said Steven Wallace, associate director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and co-author of the report. "For California to stay in the lead, we need to keep innovating." 
(Gorn, 4/17) 
 

The Sacramento Bee: Covered California Postpones Vote On Drug-Cost Cap  
Leaders of the state’s health benefit exchange postponed a vote Thursday on capping the amount that 
patients can pay each month for expensive specialty drugs. (Sangree, 4/16) 
 

Los Angeles Times: L.A. Spends $100 Million A Year On Homelessness, City Report 
Finds  
Los Angeles spends more than $100 million a year coping with homelessness, including as much as $87 
million that goes to arrests, skid row patrols and mental health interventions, according to a report 
released Thursday. ... Many departments rely on emergency response teams from the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority, a city-county agency, to respond to community complaints. But the teams, 
drawn from just 19 people covering the entire county and supported by $330,000 in city general fund 
money, are ill-equipped to respond adequately, the report said. (Holland, 4/16) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Politico: Harry Reid Threatens Hardball Tactics To Get Lynch Vote  
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid is warning he will use hardball floor tactics to force a vote on stalled 
attorney general nominee Loretta Lynch if Republicans don’t call her up for a vote “very soon.” ... Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) has tied Lynch’s nomination to a stalled trafficking bill, thereby delaying 
her confirmation and infuriating Democrats. Although talks picked up Thursday on how to resolve a 
dispute over the trafficking bill’s abortion language, which Democrats strongly oppose, an agreement 
remained elusive. (Everett, 4/16) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Fiscal Times: Will This Trade Deal Block Some Generic Drugs From The U.S.?  
The prospect of a bipartisan deal on trade between the Republican-led Congress and President Obama 
has Democrats and consumer advocates worried. A big concern is the deal’s treatment of pharmaceutical 
patent protections that could make generic drugs harder to bring to market. (Garver, 4/16) 
 

The New York Times: Generic Version of Copaxone, Multiple Sclerosis Drug, Is Approved  
The Food and Drug Administration on Thursday approved the first generic substitute for Copaxone, a 
widely used drug for multiple sclerosis and the biggest-selling product for Teva Pharmaceutical Industries. 
The approval of the generic, which was developed by the team of Sandoz and Momenta Pharmaceuticals 
— could bring some price competition to the market for multiple sclerosis drugs. Prices for those drugs 
have tripled in the last several years, to over $60,000 a year, even as more products have come to 
market. (Pollack, 4/16) 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2015/4/california-first-in-care-for-undocumented-ucla-researchers-say
http://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article18719292.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-homeless-cao-report-20150416-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-homeless-cao-report-20150416-story.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/04/sex-trafficking-bill-abortion-loretta-lynch-dispute-117049.html
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/2015/04/16/Will-Trade-Deal-Take-Block-Some-Generic-Drugs-US
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/business/generic-version-of-copaxone-multiple-sclerosis-drug-is-approved.html


 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Los Angeles Times: Teen Use Of E-Cigarettes Continues To Soar, Alarming Many 
Experts  
The use of electronic cigarettes by high school students tripled from 2013 to 2014 — a surprising boom 
that threatens to wipe out hard-won gains in the fight against teen smoking, a new government report 
says. The percentage of American high school students who smoked traditional cigarettes on a regular 
basis dropped from 15.8% in 2011 to 9.2% in 2014, according to a study by a team from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. But that drop has been more than offset by increases in e-cigarette use, 
which increased from 1.5% of high school students in 2011 to 13.4% in 2014, the study says. (Kaplan and 
Brown, 4/16) 

NPR: Use Of E-Cigarettes Triples Among U.S. Teens  
A national survey confirms earlier indications that e-cigarettes are now more popular among teenage 
students than traditional cigarettes and other forms of tobacco, federal health officials reported Thursday. 
The findings prompted strong warnings from Dr. Tom Frieden, head of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, about the effects of any form of nicotine on young people. "We want parents to know that 
nicotine is dangerous for kids at any age," Frieden said. (Stein, 4/16) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Politico: Rubio-Backed Insurance Market Covers 80 People  
In 2008, while Democrats were declaring that the time was right for national health care reform, Marco 
Rubio, the speaker of the Florida House, had a ready response: Florida should build a market-based 
system that would help contain the cost of insurance and make it more available. ... Florida Health 
Choices, which finally opened last year, now covers 80 people. Obamacare, which Rubio wants to repeal, 
covers 1.6 million in Florida alone. And 93 percent of them are subsidized. ... Rubio spokeswoman 
Brooke Sammon said the senator continues to support a “true free-market exchange,” and she blamed 
Obamacare’s subsidies for luring buyers away from Florida Health Choices. (Pradhan, 4/17) 

 
USA Today: 'Obamacare' Takes Root In Remote Appalachia To Mixed Reviews  
Obamacare flooded into these remote Appalachian hills last year like the War on Poverty had a half-
century earlier — another government program promising to save some of America's most vulnerable 
citizens. Since then, it has given many of the poor and sick a key to long-neglected health care. It's also 
brought skepticism and fear, and some business owners argue it's stunting their growth in a region that 
can't afford another economic blow. (Ungar and Kenning, 4/17) 

 
The New York Times: Florida Governor to Sue Obama Administration Over Medicaid 
Expansion  

A standoff over expanding Medicaid in Florida escalated on Thursday after Gov. Rick Scott, a 
Republican, said he planned to sue the Obama administration for using what he called “coercion tactics” 
to try to pressure the state into adopting the program, a centerpiece of the president’s contentious 
Affordable Care Act. In a letter this week, the federal government made clear that unless the Republican-
controlled state legislature moved forward with Medicaid expansion, it could lose as much as $2.1 billion 
in federal dollars to help hospitals care for the uninsured. The federal aid is scheduled to expire June 30. 
(Alvarez, 4/16) 

http://www.latimes.com/science/la-sci-sn-smoking-tobacco-use-students-20150415-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/science/la-sci-sn-smoking-tobacco-use-students-20150415-story.html
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2015/04/16/400144741/use-of-e-cigarettes-triples-among-u-s-teens
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/04/marco-rubio-florida-insurance-market-117055.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/04/16/obamacare-takes-root-in-appalachian-kentucky/25713621/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/us/florida-governor-to-sue-obama-administration-over-medicaid-expansion.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/us/florida-governor-to-sue-obama-administration-over-medicaid-expansion.html


The Washington Examiner: Birth Control Mandate Falling Short  
A new study confirms what women's advocates have long suspected: Insurers still place lots of limits on 
covering birth control despite the healthcare law's requirements to do so. Kaiser Family Foundation 
researchers found many health plans don't include all types of federally-approved contraception or they 
collect co-pays or require other steps before covering it, in a review of contraceptive coverage by 20 
different plans in California, Georgia, Michigan, New Jersey and Texas. As a part of the Affordable Care 
Act, insurers are required to cover all types of birth control approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
without charging a co-payment, according to rules issued by the Obama administration. But researchers 
found that not all insurers are in full compliance, especially when it comes to intrauterine devices, 
implants, patches or rings. (Cunningham 4/16) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Assessment Of Epidemiology Capacity In 
State Health Departments  
Data on state-level epidemiology capacity from surveys conducted by the Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists (CSTE) since 2001 indicate that capacity in many areas previously peaked in 2004, a 
time of peak federal funding for public health preparedness, and then diminished to especially low levels 
by 2009. ... Data from the most recent CSTE survey indicate that overall state-level epidemiology capacity 
and the epidemiology capacity in many program areas has increased markedly since 2009. The number 
of epidemiologists, the percentage of state health departments with substantial-to-full capacity for three 
essential public health services, and the percentage with substantial-to-full epidemiology capacity for 
eight of 10 program areas were at their highest level since assessments began in 2001. However, >50% 
of states reported minimal-to-no epidemiology capacity in occupational health, oral health, substance 
abuse, and mental health. Most health departments still lack critical technology capacity. (Hadler et al., 
4/17) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Battle Creek Enquirer: Passing The Buck And Hurting The Poor  
Limiting federal funding on Medicaid spending would indisputably accomplish one objective: Limiting 
federal funding on Medicaid spending. But that’s it. It won’t make the growing costs of the program 
magically disappear. It would just dump them onto someone else’s doorstep, in this case the states’, 
which are likely less equipped to deal with complex management and cost control given their smaller 
scale. State governments would either have to contribute more of their own funds or, more likely, institute 
deep cuts to poor beneficiaries and the providers that serve them. Medicaid already spends so little per 
beneficiary — about 27 percent less for children, and 20 percent less for adults, than private insurance 
does on similar patients — that further cuts would almost certainly cause providers to exit the program, 
reducing access to care. (Catherine Rampell, 4/16) 

Bloomberg: Entitlement: Why The U.S. Can't Keep Costs Down  
Here’s why it’s hard for the U.S. government to keep its costs down: Seniors and the very poor are 
entitled by law to almost half its money. Congress can trim other expenses, and automatic budget cuts 
and the cessation of two U.S. wars have slowed spending growth. But Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid are exempt from budget wrangling and are growing. (Toluse Olorunnipa and Roger Runningen, 
4/16) 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/birth-control-mandate-falling-short/article/2563137
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6414a6.htm?s_cid=mm6414a6_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6414a6.htm?s_cid=mm6414a6_e
http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/story/news/local/2015/04/17/catherine-rampell-passing-buck-hurting-poor/25935671/
http://www.bloombergview.com/quicktake/entitlements


The New York Times: Roadblocks To Sharing Medical Records  
The ability to transfer electronic medical records from one doctor or hospital to another is essential to the 
smooth functioning of the health care system and to providing the best possible care to patients. Yet all 
too often these transfers are being blocked by developers of heath information technology or greedy 
medical centers that refuse to send records to rival providers. (4/16) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/opinion/roadblocks-to-sharing-medical-records.html
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