
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       APRIL 6, 2015 
 
San Jose Mercury News: California vaccine exemption bill faces crucial first test on 
Wednesday 
Democratic-led efforts to ban vaccine exemptions in Oregon and Washington state toppled one after the 
other last month amid fervent opposition from parents and anti-vaccine groups who say the bills would 
have trampled their fundamental rights to decide how to care for their own children.(Seipel, 4/6) 

 
California Healthline: Full Plate of Health Care Bills Pending as Legislature Reconvenes 
The state Legislature reconvenes on Monday after having a week off for spring recess and the health 
care agenda is full. A number of high-profile bills are on the docket before the Senate and Assembly 
health committees, where they'll get their first public hearings Tuesday and Wednesday. (Gorn, 4/6) 

Reuters: California Judge Orders State To Provide Sex Change Surgery For Prisoner  
A federal judge in San Francisco on Thursday ruled that California must provide sex reassignment 
surgery to a transgender inmate, calling denial of the procedure a violation of constitutional rights. U.S. 
District Judge Jon Tigar wrote in his 38-page order that the state was violating the constitutional rights of 
Michelle-Lael Norsworthy, who was convicted of second-degree murder in April 1987, by not providing 
the operation. (Skinner, 4/3) 

NPR: California Faith Groups Divided Over Right-To-Die Bill  
The Rev. Vernon Holmes ... leads a Lutheran congregation near Sacramento; the average age of 
members is 79. His faith promotes quality of life, Holmes says. And that same faith leads him to challenge 
the status quo and injustice. His congregation belongs to an advocacy group called California Church 
Impact, which supports California's bill that would allow the terminally ill to end their own lives with 
medical assistance. (Bartolone, 4/3) 

California Healthline: Are State Innovation Waivers the Future of Health Care Reform? 
Beginning in 2017, states will be able to apply for waivers for flexibility in implementing many of the 
Affordable Care Act's key requirements -- an opportunity that some see as a catalyst for health reform. 
The promise of broad flexibility under such waivers could be particularly appealing to states that have 
been reluctant to back the ACA and its requirements. In fact, some stakeholders argue that such waivers 
should be made available as early as this year so states can begin making progress. (Stuckey, 4/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Ritual, Not Science, Keeps The Annual Physical Alive  
It’s a warm afternoon in Miami, and 35-year-old Emanuel Vega has come to Baptist Health Primary Care 
for a physical exam. Dr. Mark Caruso shakes his hand with a welcoming smile. ... Vega is one of more 
than 44 million Americans who is taking part in a medical ritual: visiting the doctor for an annual physical 
exam. But there’s little evidence that those visits actually do any good for healthy adults. (Gold, 4/6) 

NPR: Women Having A Heart Attack Don't Get Treatment Fast Enough  
Each year more than 15,000 women under the age of 55 die of heart disease in the United States. And 
younger women are twice as likely to die after being hospitalized for a heart attack as are men in the 
same age group. Studies show that women tend to wait much longer than men to get emergency care for 
heart attacks. So Judith Lichtman, an epidemiologist at the Yale School of Public Health, tried to figure  
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out why. In a recent study published in Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes, Lichtman and 
her colleagues conducted in-depth interviews with 30 women, ages 30 to 55, who had been hospitalized 
after a heart attack. It turned out that many of them didn't really know what a heart attack is supposed to 
feel like. (Singh, 4/6) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Fox News: Filing Deadline Extended For Obamacare Customers Given Wrong Tax Forms  
The Treasury Department said Friday that hundreds of thousands of ObamaCare customers who 
received incorrect tax forms earlier this year will not face penalties for filing after April 15. (4/6) 

USA Today: Medicaid Expansion, Or Not: An Uninsured Cancer Victim Stuggles  
Tracy Foster's bladder is nearly bulging out of her body. But the 40-year-old divorced mother of two has 
no insurance and no money to treat what she believes is recurrent bladder cancer, so she spends much 
of her time in a recliner, with a heating pad over her swollen abdomen. ... If Foster lived in nearby 
Kentucky, she wouldn't be facing this problem. There, she'd be eligible for expanded Medicaid, which 
covers residents earning less than 138% of the federal poverty level. But Tennessee chose not to expand 
its Medicaid program as called for under the Affordable Care Act, and Foster doesn't qualify for her home 
state's traditional Medicaid program even though she has no income. (Ungar, 4/3) 

MEDICAID 

The Associated Press: Hispanic Group: Medicaid Expansion Would Help 200K Latinos  
Hispanic advocates say at least 200,000 Latinos could get health insurance if Florida lawmakers choose 
to expand Medicaid. The National Council of La Raza says that many Hispanics have gained health 
coverage under President Obama’s health law, but roughly 200,000 still fall into a gap where they make 
too little money to qualify for a subsidy in the federal marketplace, yet earn too much to qualify for 
Medicaid. (4/5) 

The Associated Press: State Readies Delayed Medicaid Billing System For Federal OK  
More than seven years — and $31 million — past its original deadline, New Hampshire's Medicaid billing 
system is up for federal certification this month, the final step in a long-delayed process to ensure 
thousands of doctors and hospitals get reimbursed for Medicaid care in a timely manner. Executive 
councilors approved the $60 million contract in 2005, expecting to see the system completed and online 
by the end of 2007. But a series of delays, including the decision to make New Hampshire the guinea pig 
for a brand new system design, meant the system did not go online until 2013 and the state had to extend 
the contract with its old provider through that year. (Ronayne, 4/4) 

The Associated Press: 40K On Louisiana Medicaid Waiting List For Home Health Care  
Louisiana may be facing a crisis as its elderly population grows. The state’s ability to care for older 
residents is already stretched: there are 40,000 people on the state’s waiting list for home care services 
funded by Medicaid, according to the state Department of Health and Hospitals. The number is expected 
to grow as more baby boomers retire and the nursing home industry and home health care providers 
work in a climate that presents challenges for expanding their business. (Wendland, 4/4) 
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COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Los Angeles Times: Patient Advocates Help People Deal With Doctors, Hospitals, 
Insurers  
Navigating the murky waters of hospital bills, insurance statements and medical claims can be jarring. 
When Thomas Fefer's wife of 22 years was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer last summer and died just 
66 days later, the onslaught of bills and bureaucratic hurdles was overwhelming for him. ... He needed 
help. An online search led him to a little-known industry of patient advocates and billing specialists that 
provide guidance on dealing with doctors, hospitals and insurance companies. They handle negotiations 
and work to find satisfactory billing agreements. Often a fee is involved, but many employers will cover 
the cost. (Zamosky, 4/5) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Kaiser Health News: Medicare Is Stingy In First Year Of Doctor Bonuses  
Within three years, the Obama administration wants quality of care to be considered in allocating nine of 
every 10 dollars Medicare pays directly to providers to treat the elderly and disabled. One part of that 
effort is well underway: revising hospital payments based on excess readmissions, patient satisfaction 
and other quality measures. Expanding this approach to physicians is touchier, as many are suspicious of 
the government judging them and reluctant to share performance metrics that Medicare requests. 
"Without having any indication that this is improving patient care, they just keep piling on additional 
requirements," said Dr. Mark Donnell, an anesthesiologist in Silver City, N.M. (Rau, 4/6) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 7, 2015 
 
Los Angeles Times: Californians increasingly visiting hospital ERs for non-injury care 
Californians are increasingly likely to visit a hospital emergency room for complex medical problems 
rather than an injury, according to new research. Although hospital emergency departments, or EDs, 
were once known as "accident rooms," a review of all non-federal hospital emergency rooms in California 
from 2005 to 2011 found that injury-related visits have declined over that time period, according to a study 
published Monday in the journal Health Affairs. (Morin, 4/7) 

Los Angeles Times: Palliative Care Expert Is A Vocal Opponent Of Death With Dignity 
Law  

It had been several months since a 29-year-old cancer patient, Brittany Maynard, had moved to Oregon 
to take advantage of that state's Death With Dignity law — ingesting a lethal dose of drugs and jump-
starting the push to legalize physician-assisted death in at least 20 states, including California. [Ira Byock, 
one of the nation's leading experts on hospice and palliative care] had become the public face of 
physicians' discomfort with her choice. (Brown, 4/6) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

The New York Times: Food Safety Law’s Funding Is Far Below Estimated Requirement  
After thousands of people were sickened by tainted eggs, peanut butter and spinach, Congress passed a 
sweeping food safety law in 2010 that gave the Food and Drug Administration new powers to prevent 
additional outbreaks. But lawmakers have not provided enough money for the mission. The 
Congressional Budget Office said the F.D.A. would need a total of $580 million from 2011 to 2015 to carry 
out the changes required by the Food Safety Modernization Act. So far, Congress has appropriated less 
than half of that amount, even as the agency is moving to issue crucial rules under the law this year. 
(Nixon, 4/7) 

The Washington Post: More Scientists Doubt Salt Is As Bad For You As The Government 
Says  
For years, the federal government has advised Americans that they are eating too much salt, and that this 
excess contributes yearly to the deaths of tens of thousands of people. But unknown to many shoppers 
urged to buy foods that are “low sodium” and “low salt,” this longstanding warning has come under 
assault by scientists who say that typical American salt consumption is without risk. (Whoriskey, 4/7) 

The Associated Press: Study: Breast Cancer Overtreatment Costs US $4B A Year  
Sharpening a medical debate about the costs and benefits of cancer screening, a new report estimates 
that the U.S. spends $4 billion a year on unnecessary medical costs due to mammograms that generate 
false alarms, and on treatment of certain breast tumors unlikely to cause problems. The study published 
Monday in the journal Health Affairs breaks the cost down as follows: $2.8 billion resulting from false-
positive mammograms and another $1.2 billion attributed to breast cancer overdiagnosis. That's the 
treatment of tumors that grow slowly or not at all, and are unlikely to develop into life-threatening disease 
during a woman's lifetime. (Alonso-Zaldivar, 4/6) 
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HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Shifts In Earnings For Consumers Near Medicaid Line Can Threaten 
Coverage  
Low-income consumers whose earnings fluctuate or family circumstances change over the course of the 
year risk losing their health coverage if they shift between eligibility for Medicaid and coverage on the 
health insurance exchanges. That “churning” isn’t new to Medicaid, but the health law’s addition of 
millions of customers whose incomes hover near the Medicaid line raises concerns about how well the 
insurance marketplaces can handle the flux. (Andrews, 4/7) 

Huffington Post: A Case Study On Why The Obamacare Lawsuit Is Based On Mythical 
History  
Four years ago, Alabama’s new Republican governor, along with the state's first majority-GOP legislature 
since Reconstruction, faced a tough, high-stakes decision: Make the best of a federal health care reform 
law they hated, or stiff-arm President Barack Obama. ...One thing they didn’t seem to consider was 
whether Alabamians would be able to receive subsidies to make their health insurance more affordable if 
the state defaulted to a federally operated exchange, according to documents and interviews with 
principal figures in the debate. ... In June, the Supreme Court is expected to issue a ruling on King v. 
Burwell, a lawsuit alleging that these tax credits should only be available in state-run exchanges. The 
consequences for those in Alabama and 33 other states who get health insurance from federally operated 
exchanges could be dire. (Young, 4/6) 

Modern Healthcare: Medicare Awards Doc Practices Few Bonuses Under New Value-
Based Modifier  
So far, few provider practices have benefited from the CMS' value-based payment modifier program, 
according to agency data. The payment initiative, outlined in the Affordable Care Act, is meant to 
encourage physicians and practice groups to provide high quality and cost-effective care. Eventually, the 
value modifier will apply to all healthcare practitioners, but this year it was voluntary and applied only to 
groups of 100 or more eligible professionals. (Dickson, 4/6) 

The Hill: Florida Governor Again Changes Course On Medicaid Expansion  
Florida Gov. Rick Scott (R) has again reversed his stance on expanding Medicaid under ObamaCare, 
which would use billions of federal dollars to extend coverage to about 800,000 people. For the first time 
Monday, Scott turned his back on a Medicaid expansion plan that was recently proposed by Florida’s 
GOP-controlled Senate but had been rejected by its GOP-controlled House. (Ferris, 4/6) 

MEDICAID 

Kaiser Health News: Rule Proposed On Providing Mental Health ‘Parity’ In Medicaid 
Program  
A federal law that passed in 2008 was supposed to ensure that when patients had insurance benefits for 
mental health and addiction treatment, the coverage was on par with what they received for medical and 
surgical care. But until now, the government had only spelled out how the law applied to commercial 
plans. That changed Monday, when federal officials released a long-awaited rule proposing how the 
parity law should also protect low-income Americans insured through the government’s Medicaid 
managed care and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) plans. (Gold, 4/7) 
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HEALTH  IT 

Marketplace: Rise Of Digital Medical Records Leads To Data Theft  
Consumers know to be careful about identity theft, but the growth of digital medical records has led to a 
rise in the theft of medical records. (Fitzsimons, 4/6) 

Modern Healthcare: Aetna Hit With $1M Fine For Bad Information On Pharmacy Networks  
Aetna must pay the federal government $1 million because its websites and customer service agents 
allegedly relayed inaccurate information about which pharmacies were in-network for various Medicare 
Advantage and prescription drug plans. (Dickson, 4/6) 

Modern Healthcare: Feds Criticized For Lax Oversight Of Health IT  

Even the most enthusiastic advocates of health IT concede the proliferation of EHRs and other software 
has introduced new safety hazards into already complex healthcare settings. A 2011 Institute of Medicine 
report found poorly designed EHRs were causing dosing errors, failures to detect life-threatening 
illnesses and delayed treatments because of poor human-computer interactions or data losses. In some 
cases, the errors had led to serious injuries and deaths. ... Nearly four years later, none of [the report's] 
recommendations has been carried out. Critics blame a variety of factors. (Tahir, 4/4) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Scott Walker: If Supreme Court Guts Obamacare Subsidies, GOP 
Governors Will Be Under ‘Incredible Pressure’  
Blaming post-King chaos on Obama and Democrats will obviously be the first thing GOP governors like 
Walker try to do. But Democrats don’t control Congress anymore. And according to law professor 
Nicholas Bagley, who has taken a close look at the administration’s options for a forthcoming legal paper, 
there is little Obama can do on his own. “The Obama administration has no good options for picking up 
the pieces after an adverse ruling in King,” Bagley tells me. (Greg Sargent, 4/6) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 8, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Bill Highlights Health Disparities Among Asian, Pacific Islander 
Populations 
Legislation aimed at providing more detailed information about the disparate ethnic subgroups in the 
Asian and Pacific Islander communities passed its first hurdle yesterday in the California Legislature. 
The Assembly Committee on Higher Education on Tuesday passed AB 176 by Assembly member Rob 
Bonta (D-Oakland), which would require the state Department of Public Health and California's higher 
education system to add subgroups currently listed in the U.S. Census.(Gorn, 4/8) 
 

Los Angeles Times: 18,000 Californians use extended Obamacare sign-up to avoid tax 
penalty 
California officials said about 18,000 people have taken advantage of an extended Obamacare 
enrollment period that was created as a final opportunity to escape the health law's tax penalties. The 
special enrollment window runs until April 30 for people who claim they were unaware of the Affordable 
Care Act's financial penalties for being uninsured. (Terhune, 4/8) 
 

Los Angeles Times: With New Immigration Proposals, State Lawmakers Hope To Build 
Momentum  
Democratic lawmakers will unveil a slew of new immigration-related proposals Tuesday, including 
measures that would extend state-paid health coverage to those in the country illegally and offer more 
protection against deportation. ... The most far-reaching of the new proposals would offer enrollment in 
Medi-Cal — California's healthcare program for the poor — to people who qualify regardless of 
immigration status. In California, about 1.8 million people who are in the country illegally lack healthcare 
coverage, according to estimates by UC Berkeley and UCLA. About 1.5 million of them would qualify for 
Medi-Cal. (Mason, 4/7) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

NPR: Many Obamacare Policyholders Face Tax Surprises This Year  
The old saying goes, "Nothing is certain except death and taxes." But the Affordable Care Act has added 
a new wrinkle. For many policyholders, the ACA has introduced a good deal of uncertainty about their tax 
bills. That has led to surprise refunds for some and higher-than-expected tax payments for others. If 
you're insured by Obamacare, filling out your 2014 federal income tax return will require you to figure out 
whether the premium subsidies you received were appropriate for your level of income. (Ydstie, 4/7) 

COVERAGE AND ACCESS 

Bloomberg: Workers Sent To Shop For Health Plans As Employers Quit Benefits  
A growing number of Americans are no longer getting health insurance directly from work as companies 
quit administering benefits, sending about 40 million people to shop for their own coverage by 2018, a 
new study estimates. Instead of picking a companywide health plan, employers are increasingly giving 
workers financial support to choose their own from a menu of options. For 2015, 6 million workers 
selected coverage from markets run by private benefits administrators, according to a study from 
Accenture. (Tracer, 4/7) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: Why Low Growth In Health Costs Still Stings  
The rate of increase in health spending and premiums in recent years is about as low as I have ever seen 
it. But for most people the pain from health-care costs is more intense, because the divide between out-
of-pocket health costs and individuals’ wage growth has widened. Deductibles in particular could be the 
emerging issue in health policy. (Drew Altman, 4/8) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 9, 2015 
 
California Healthline: Panel Votes To End Vaccine Exemption 
On Wednesday, lawmakers took the first step toward passage of a bill that would end the personal-belief 
exemption for childhood immunizations in California. The Senate Committee on Health on Wednesday 
voted to approve SB 277 by state Sen. Richard Pan (D-Sacramento). It would stop California parents 
from opting out of immunizations for their schoolchildren unless there is a medical or religious reason to 
refuse vaccination. (Gorn, 4/9) 

Los Angeles Times: Former Blue Shield Executive Sues Insurer Over Dismissal, $450,000 
Bonus  
Former executive at Blue Shield of California has sued the health insurance giant, claiming he was 
wrongly fired right before he was due a $450,000 bonus. Aaron Kaufman, the insurer's chief technology 
officer since 2013, sued Blue Shield on Monday in Los Angeles County Superior Court for wrongful 
termination and breach of contract. (Terhune, 4/8) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Rep. Lois Capps Of Santa Barbara Announces She Will Retire In 
2016  
The Santa Barbara Democrat was elected to Congress in a 1998 special election to replace her husband, 
Walter, after his death. She said in a video that “it is time for me to return home, back to the community 
and family that I love so much.” ... Capps’ most notable work has been in healthcare and nursing. For 
example, she wrote a provision in 2000 giving grants for children’s dental care and a 2002 law providing 
scholarships and grants designed to train more nurses. (Bierman, 4/8) 

MARKETPLACE 

The New York Times: Giving Out Private Data For Discount Insurance  
Andrew Thomas’s life insurer knows exactly when he arrives at his local gym. The company is notified 
when he swipes his membership card, and 30 minutes later, it checks that he is still there, tracking his 
location through his smartphone. The insurance company has a vested interest in keeping Mr. Thomas 
alive and well. In return for sharing his exercise habits, his cholesterol level and other medical 
information, Mr. Thomas, a 51-year-old medical publisher who lives in Johannesburg, earns points, which 
translate into premium savings and other perks. By staying in good shape, it is less likely that Discovery, 
his insurer, will have to pay out his life and disability policies. (Tara Siegel Bernard, 4/8) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Montana Moderates Revive Medicaid Expansion  

Moderate Republicans have outmaneuvered conservatives in the Montana legislature to give a Medicaid 
expansion bill here a real chance of passing. Its prospects have been in doubt since the legislative 
session began in January. The bill faces a crucial debate and vote on the state House floor Thursday. If 
the Republicans who joined with Democrats to overcome attempts to kill it don’t stray, it has the votes to 
pass. Pending the governor’s signature and approval from the federal government, the bill would make 
Montana the 29th state – plus the District of Columbia — to expand Medicaid. (Whitney, 4/9) 
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The Associated Press: Nebraska Medicaid Expansion Proposal Defeated Once Again  
A third attempt to expand Nebraska Medicaid coverage under the federal health care law was defeated 
Wednesday by conservative lawmakers who cast it as an unaffordable expansion of government. 
Lawmakers voted 28-16 to send the bill to the bottom of the Legislature's agenda, effectively killing it for 
the rest of this year. (Shulte, 4/8) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Run for Your Life Insurance  

Someday soon, Big Brother may be watching you. Only his name will be "John Hancock." The insurer is 
rolling out a program in the U.S. similar to ones already deployed in other parts of the world, where your 
life insurer tracks your fitness levels, then gives you rebates depending on how active you are. ... I'm sure 
this makes sound business sense in an industry that isn't exactly experiencing roaring demand growth. 
But if it becomes common, I'd expect some pushback. After all, this is exactly the sort of sound 
underwriting we just outlawed in the health insurance market. (Megan McArdle, 4/9) 

Los Angeles Times: Robert Kennedy Jr., Not Your Garden-Variety Anti-Vaxxer  
I don’t quite understand Robert Kennedy Jr., smart and dedicated environmental lawyer, scion of a 
revered political family—and opponent of required vaccinations. Look, there are plenty of anti-vaxxers—
though Kennedy doesn’t quite fit in that category, having had his own kids vaccinated—but I can 
understand their reasoning, even if it isn’t grounded in science. ... Kennedy is going in logical circles on 
the question of childhood vaccines. He’s making great shows, but so far he’s not making great sense. 
(Karin Klein, 4/8) 

JAMA: What Is The Right Number Of Clinic Appointments?  
In the United States, patients make 1 billion visits to physicians’ offices every year. These visits are the 
principal way patients access health care and are the building blocks of the patient-physician relationship, 
at an estimated annual cost of nearly $600 billion. Payment system changes are fueling growth in 
alternatives to the traditional office visit, raising the question of how often patients should visit and interact 
with their clinicians. The large variation in practice, the paucity of research on the subject, and the 
emergence of accountable care organizations (ACOs), in which health systems uphold quality standards 
and assume a share of financial risk for patient costs, present new impetus to examine this question from 
an individual and a population health perspective. (Ishani Ganguli, Jason H. Wasfy and Timothy G. Ferris, 
4/6) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 10, 2015 
 
Los Angeles Times: Four largest states have sharp disparities in access to healthcare 
The national divide over the Affordable Care Act is beginning to affect Americans' access to medical care 
and perhaps even their ability to pay medical bills, a new study of the country's four largest states 
suggests. Residents of Florida and Texas, which have resisted expanding insurance coverage through 
the health law, reported more problems getting needed care than residents of California and New York, 
which both guarantee coverage to their residents. (Levey, 4/10) 

 
California Healthline: E-Cigarette Legislation Moves Along 
Electronic cigarettes must abide by the limitations and regulations imposed on tobacco products, 
according to a vote this week by the California Senate Committee on Health. 
Resistance to the bill was strong, as many dozens of Californians traveled to Sacramento to queue up at 
the microphone and voice their opposition at the April 8 hearing. (Gorn, 4/10) 
 

California Healthline: Survey: Cost of Long-Term Elder Care Rising Across Calif., 
Country 
The cost of long-term care for the elderly has steadily increased in recent years across the country, 
including in California, according to a survey by Genworth Financial, the AP/Miami Herald reports. (4/10) 
 

Los Angeles Times: Doctors At UC Student Health Clinics Start Strike  

Unionized doctors began a rolling strike Thursday at student health clinics on UC campuses, accusing the 
university of unfair labor practices during negotiations for the physicians’ first contract. The walkout 
started early Thursday morning at five Northern and Central California campuses -- Berkeley, Davis, San 
Francisco, Santa Cruz and Merced -- and is scheduled to last four days. (Gordon, 4/9) 
 

Kaiser Health News: Tougher Vaccine Exemption Bill In Calif. Clears First Hurdle  
A California bill that would allow parents to opt out of mandatory school vaccinations for their children only 
if they have a medical condition that justifies an exemption was endorsed by a state Senate committee 
but still has a long, controversial path before becoming law. The bill was introduced in the California 
Senate in response to a measles outbreak at Disneyland in late December that’s now linked to almost 
150 infections. (Bartolone, 4/9) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Fiscal Times: Medicare ‘Doc Fix’ Could Face Conservative Opposition In Senate  
A plan to eliminate Congress’s annual scramble to protect doctors from cuts to Medicare reimbursement 
was hailed as a triumph of bipartisanship when it sailed through the House of Representatives last month. 
But some Senate conservatives aren’t ready to give the bill a free pass through their chamber. (Garver, 
4/9) 
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MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Walgreens Aims To Close About 200 Stores  
Walgreens will shutter about 200 U.S. stores as part of an expanded cost reduction push, but the nation’s 
largest drugstore chain has no plans to shrink in the wake of its combination with European health and 
beauty retailer Alliance Boots. The Deerfield, Illinois, company expects to open roughly the same number 
of stores and will consider more mergers and acquisitions, even as it continues to digest a nearly $16 
billion deal that finalized its combination with Alliance Boots, which runs the United Kingdom’s largest 
pharmacy chain. (Murphy, 4/9) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Kaiser Health News: Federal Marketplace More Adept Than States At Enrolling 
Customers, Study Finds  

Despite its rocky launch, the federal health insurance exchange did better than the exchanges run by 
individual states at both enrolling new people in Obamacare and hanging onto previous enrollees during 
the 2015 open enrollment period that ended in February, according to a recent analysis. (Andrews, 4/10) 

Kaiser Health News: Medicaid Expansion One Step Closer To Reality In Montana  

Hard-line conservatives made multiple attempts to amend or kill the bill when it hit the Republican-
controlled House floor Thursday, but a coalition of 13 Republicans and all 41 Democrats agreed to end 
debate swiftly and vote. The bill picked up two more Republican supporters in the House than it had on 
Wednesday. The bill previously passed the state Senate with seven Republican votes. It faces one more 
vote Friday, but opponents now appear outnumbered. Gov. Steve Bullock is expected to sign it. (Whitney, 
4/10) 

The Associated Press: Kasich Hopeful Lawmakers Will OK Medicaid Expansion Funding  
Ohio Gov. John Kasich said Thursday that he's hopeful state lawmakers will approve money to support 
an expansion of Medicaid after fellow Republicans jettisoned the idea from his last budget. The 
governor's $72.3 billion, two-year spending blueprint sets aside funds to help cover the more than 
500,000 low-income Ohioans who enrolled in the expanded federal-state health program. (Sanner, 4/9) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Kaiser Family Foundation: The Impact Of The Coverage Gap In States Not Expanding 
Medicaid By Race And Ethnicity  
People of color face longstanding and persistent disparities in accessing health coverage that contribute 
to greater barriers to care and poorer health outcomes. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) Medicaid 
expansion to adults with incomes at or below 138% of the federal poverty level (FPL) makes many 
uninsured adults of color newly eligible for the program, which would help increase their access to care 
and promote greater health equity. However, in states that do not implement the ACA Medicaid 
expansion, poor adults fall into a coverage gap and will likely remain uninsured. This brief examines the 
impact of this coverage gap by race and ethnicity and finds that it disproportionately impacts poor 
uninsured Black adults, which may contribute to widening disparities in health and health care over time. 
(Artiga and Stephens, 4/3) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The New York Times' Opinionator: Turning To Big, Big Data To See What Ails The World  
Like many fields, public health is in the midst of a data revolution: randomized control trials, pay-for-
performance and value calculations, all based on data, are changing our ideas about what works and how 
to finance it. The impact of these new methods to gather and evaluate data pales, however, next to the 
Global Burden of Disease Report, an attempt to understand what sickens us and kills us in every country 
in the world. The Global Burden of Disease study is a single scientific project on a scale with the moon 
landing or mapping the human genome. It has been going for a quarter century and involves hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of scientists. In 2012, its most recent report, based on 2010 data, became the subject 
of the first issue that the medical journal The Lancet devoted to a single study. (Tina Rosenberg, 4/9) 

JAMA: Including Physicians In Bundled Hospital Care Payments  
Expanding hospital bundled payments to include physicians has been on the policy horizon for three 
decades. Previous efforts were derailed by concerns about physician autonomy and other implementation 
barriers, but it is time to reconsider. Such a payment change could remove unnecessary administrative 
and regulatory barriers, improve quality, and potentially provide greater freedom for individual hospitals 
and physicians to decide on the optimal way of delivering care. (Ateev Mehrotra and Peter Hussey, 4/9) 
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