
 

 

 
STATE WATCH       MARCH 30, 2015 
 

California Healthline: No-Cost Dental Event Highlights Care Gap 
Thousands of people lined up at the county fairgrounds in Sacramento over the weekend to get no-cost 
dental care. The event at Cal Expo provided fillings, dentures and oral surgery to more than 2,000 people, 
event organizers said. (Gorn, 3/30) 
 

The San Jose Mercury News: Prime Healthcare's Lawyer Challenges AG Kamala Harris' 
Remarks  
Prime Healthcare Services' lawyer took exception to Attorney General Kamala Harris' remarks that she 
might not subject others vying for a chance to buy the financially distressed Daughters of Charity Health 
System to the same "onerous" and "unprecedented" conditions that led Prime to back out of its $843 
million bid. (3/29) 
 

Los Angeles Times: South L.A.'s MLK Hospital Will Reopen With A New Healthcare 
Outlook  
The new Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital doesn't open until June, but that's hard to tell with all 
the people darting in and out of buildings at the South Los Angeles medical facility. ... "This place has a 
heartbeat," says Dr. Mark Ghaly, deputy director for community health and integrated programs for the 
Los Angeles County Department of Health Services. "The heartbeat is not the hospital." The focus of 
medical care, Ghaly argues, has shifted away from hospitals. And with its emphasis on preventive 
treatments, with its new urgent-care center and outpatient and public health clinics, the new MLK 
campus, he says, provides a state-of-the-art answer to the question: How do you build a hospital in 2015? 
(Karlamangla, 3/28) 
 

Los Angeles Times: Blue Shield Of California Is Under New Pressure To Lower Rates  
With billions of dollars in reserve, nonprofit insurer Blue Shield of California is facing new pressure to offer 
better prices for its policies. Despite its nonprofit status, the health insurance giant is usually on par or 
priced slightly above its for-profit rivals, according to a review of rates and interviews with insurance 
agents and industry officials. ... The San Francisco insurer's premiums are drawing renewed scrutiny 
since the California Franchise Tax Board stripped Blue Shield of its longtime exemption for state income 
taxes after an audit. (Terhune, 3/27) 

 
CAPITOL HILL WATCH 
 
The Fiscal Times: What You’ll Pay For The Medicare ‘Doc Fix’  
After decades of last-minute deals to patch the Medicare payments system, the House of 
Representatives passed a bill Thursday that would insure that Medicare doctors continue to be paid at 
current rates. (Braverman, 3/30) 
 

The Hill: How Boehner, Pelosi Surprised Everyone With A $200 Billion Deal  
A few days after the chaos of a failed vote to fund the Department of Homeland Security, Speaker John 
Boehner asked for a meeting, alone, with House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi. Compromise was on 
his mind. With automatic cuts to doctors under Medicare set to take effect at the end of March, Boehner 
(R-Ohio) wanted to explore the possibility of a deal that would end the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR), 
and with it a problem that has dogged Congress for nearly two decades. The March 4 meeting in Pelosi’s 
(D-Calif.) office on the second floor of the Capitol was brief, lasting only 11 minutes. But on the central  
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question that has for years thwarted deal making between the parties — whether to raise taxes — 
Boehner got the answer he was looking for. Democrats would not insist on tax hikes in legislation ending 
the Medicare formula, Pelosi told Boehner. “That was, from our point of view, the breakthrough,” said 
Michael Steel, a Boehner spokesman. (Sullivan, 3/28) 

MARKETPLACE 

Bloomberg: FDA 'Taking A Very Light Touch' On Regulating The Apple Watch  
With Apple Inc. and fellow Silicon Valley companies edging further into health care, the U.S. agency in 
charge of oversight says it will give the technology industry leeway to develop new products without 
aggressive regulation. Bakul Patel, who oversees the new wave of consumer-focused health products at 
the Food and Drug Administration, said most wearable gadgets such as the soon-to-be-released Apple 
Watch and health-focused applications for smartphones have a way to go before warranting close 
scrutiny from the agency. (Satariano, 3/30) 

ProPublica/The Washington Post: New Hepatitis C Drugs Are Costing Medicare Billions  

Medicare spent $4.5 billion last year on new, pricey medications that cure the liver disease hepatitis C — 
more than 15 times what it spent the year before on older treatments for the disease, previously 
undisclosed federal data shows. The extraordinary outlays for these breakthrough drugs, which can cost 
$1,000 a day or more, will be borne largely by federal taxpayers, who pay for most of Medicare’s 
prescription drug program. But the expenditures will also mean higher deductibles and maximum out-of-
pocket costs for many of the program’s 39 million seniors and disabled enrollees, who pay a smaller 
share of its cost, experts and federal officials said. (Ornstein, 3/29) 

QUALITY 

Kaiser Health News: Hoping To Live, These Doctors Want A Choice In How They Die  

The right-to-die movement has gained renewed momentum in California and around the nation following 
the highly publicized death of an East Bay woman with brain cancer. Brittany Maynard, 29, moved to 
Oregon to take advantage of its “Death with Dignity” law and died in November after taking a fatal dose of 
barbiturates prescribed by her doctor. ... Kathryn Tucker, an attorney on several of the court cases, is 
also spearheading the California lawsuit. This time, she and her legal team decided to include among the 
plaintiffs two doctors with life-threatening illnesses, Swangard and a retired San Francisco obstetrician. 
Physicians "have a very deep and broad understanding about what the journey to death can be like," said 
Tucker, executive director of the Disability Rights Legal Center. "The curtain is pulled back. For lay 
people, death is much more mysterious." (Gorman, 3/30) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post: Partners In Budget Posturing  
First, we are an aging society. From 2010 to 2030, the 65-and-over population is projected to grow 85 
percent, from 40 million to 74 million. Under current policies, spending on the elderly — mainly Social 
Security, Medicare and long-term care under Medicaid — inexorably rises as a share of national income 
and the budget. In 2014, these three programs already represented $1.7 trillion of the $3.5 trillion of 
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annual federal spending. Second, paying for aging puts downward pressure on other spending — or 
upward pressure on deficits and taxes. The military (2014 spending: $596 billion) is being steadily shrunk.  

 

As a share of GDP, its spending is projected to drop 25 percent under current policies by 2025. Similar 
pressures also squeeze many domestic programs, from federal law enforcement to highways. (Robert J. 
Samuelson, 3/29) 



 

 

 
STATE WATCH       MARCH 31, 2015 
 

California Healthline: State Submits $17B Waiver Plan; Advocates Urge Medi-Cal Rate 
Review 
California health officials submitted a Medicaid waiver request to federal regulators calling for $17 billion 
in health care reform projects in a five-year proposal. The 1115 federal waiver proposal seeks to build on 
the first five-year Medi-Cal "Bridge to Reform waiver" approved in 2010. (Gorn, 3/31) 

Los Angeles Times: Olympus Scopes May Have Infected More Patients, Seattle Health 
Agency Says  
More patients across the country may have been infected by medical scopes manufactured by Olympus 
Corp. than previously thought, health officials warned Monday. Olympus' scopes are at the center of a 
string of recent endoscope-related superbug outbreaks that include Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical 
Center and Cedars Sinai Medical Center, as well as an earlier case at Virginia Mason Medical Center in 
Seattle. (Peterson, 3/30) 

CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Hill: Blown 'Doc Fix' Deadline Leaves Medicare Payments In Limbo  

Congress was one vote away from ending its perennial Medicare “doc fix” dilemma for good, after nearly 
two decades of last-minute deals to prevent a healthcare meltdown. But instead of capping a rare week of 
productivity on Capitol Hill with the approval of a bipartisan fix ahead of a crucial Tuesday deadline, the 
Senate punted on the legislation in the wee hours of Friday morning. (Ferris, 3/31) 

MARKETPLACE 

Los Angeles Times: UnitedHealth To Acquire Pharmacy Benefits Firm Catamaran In $12-
Billion Deal  
Whether the acquisition will benefit consumers may be an issue in the months ahead. Some experts 
suggest that the deal may weaken competition and prompt opposition from the Federal Trade 
Commission. Pharmacy benefit managers help negotiate with drug companies the prices of prescription 
drugs on behalf of employers, insurers and government agencies. The largest players in the industry 
include Express Scripts and CVS/Caremark. (Pfeifer, 3/30) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION  

Reuters: U.S. Supreme Court Rejects Obamacare 'Death Panels' Challenge  

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday declined to hear a new challenge to President Barack Obama's 
healthcare law that took aim at a bureaucratic board labeled by some Republicans as a "death panel" 
because it was designed to cut Medicare costs. The high court left intact a ruling by the San Francisco-
based 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals that threw out the lawsuit. (Hurley, 3/30) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Kaiser Health News: Research Plan Could Drive ‘Culture Change’ In How Mental Illness Is 
Diagnosed, Treated  
The National Institute of Mental Health unveiled a five-year strategic plan emphasizing research it hopes 
will ultimately give clinicians a better understanding of what mental illness looks like inside the brain — 
before a patient shows outward symptoms. (Gillespie, 3/31) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: ACA Has Pushed Insurance Premiums To 
New Heights  

Heritage Foundation microsimulation analysis of the 2015 health insurance offerings on the ACA 
exchanges found that the sharp 2014 price spike was not reversed. The average health insurance 
premium rose by 5% this year, much higher than the rate of inflation. But that increase is modest 
compared to the massive increase in non-group health insurance rates in 2014, which was around 50% 
on average, with some consumers facing much worse rate jumps. (Salim Furth, 3/30) 

Forbes: Scott Walker's Medicaid Policy Says A Lot About How He Would Govern  
Wisconsin’s governor, and likely Republican presidential candidate, didn’t take the [health law's Medicaid 
expansion] offer. In doing so he bolstered his Tea Party bona fides by refusing to accept this Obamacare 
expansion. But exactly how he did it says a lot about Scott Walker. Instead in 2013, Walker laid out a plan 
to reshuffle thousands of low-income people between the state’s Medicaid plan, BadgerCare, and the 
Obamacare insurance exchanges that will end up costing the state’s taxpayers hundreds of millions of 
dollars and cover tens of thousands of fewer people. But, the Tea Party activists in Iowa and the other 
primary states are likely to love it. (Robert Laszewski, 3/30) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 1, 2015 

Los Angeles Times: U.S. Supreme Court Decision Could Curtail Medi-Cal Lawsuits  

During California's budget crisis, attempts to cut costs by reducing public services often became tied up in 
litigation. But on Tuesday, the U.S. Supreme Court significantly curtailed that legal avenue for advocates 
protesting spending cuts. The justices, in a 5-4 decision, said healthcare providers could not sue when 
they think Medicaid rates in their state are too low. (Megerian, 3/31) 

California Healthline: HIV Medication Decision in Florida May Have Implications in 
California 
A health insurer in Florida last week agreed to lower the price of some HIV medications, moving them 
from a specialty tier to a generic medication tier. The change will reduce copayments from roughly $1,000 
a month for some medications to anywhere from $5 to $100, according to advocates. The change goes 
into effect in Florida on June 1. (Gorn, 4/1) 

 
CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Reuters: U.S. Congressional Budget Leaders Haggle During Recess  
Top Republican budget writers in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives were working over a 
two-week congressional recess to iron out differences between their budget plans passed last week, 
including ideas for changing Medicare. Aides said House Budget Committee Chairman Tom Price and his 
Senate counterpart, Mike Enzi, want Congress to approve a combined budget by April 15 - just three 
days after lawmakers return to Washington from their Easter and Passover break. (3/31) 

MARKETPLACE 

The Associated Press: Prosecutors: Medicaid Scam Exploited Poor Who Needed Shoes  

Authorities investigating allegations of a Medicaid scam involving doctors and others in New York City 
recall coming across something curious in a lower floor of a clinic: stacks of shoe boxes containing cheap, 
off-brand sneakers, boots and sandals in a variety of sizes. Prosecutors say the footwear stockpile was 
further proof that the clinic was part of a ring that used shoe giveaways to lure poor people into a scheme 
that cheated Medicaid out of nearly $7 million over a two-year period. An investigation publicly revealed 
Tuesday resulted in health care fraud, money laundering and other charges against 23 people, including 
nine physicians. ... The people were offered free shoes if they could produce a valid Medicaid card and 
agreed to be taken by van to one of five clinics in Brooklyn and the Bronx, the papers said. (Hays, 3/31) 

QUALITY 

The New York Times: The Healing Power Of Your Own Medical Records  
Steven Keating’s doctors and medical experts view him as a citizen of the future. A scan of his brain eight 
years ago revealed a slight abnormality — nothing to worry about, he was told, but worth monitoring. And 
monitor he did, reading and studying about brain structure, function and wayward cells, and obtaining a 
follow-up scan in 2010, which showed no trouble. ... So when he started smelling whiffs of vinegar last 
summer, he suspected they might be “smell seizures.” (Lohr, 3/31) 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer: Annual Physicals Are Back In Fashion, But With A Difference  

Health economists and medical groups including the American College of Physicians and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, have concluded that the standard checkup and battery of routine tests 
waste money, do not prolong life, and often result in overdiagnosis and unnecessary treatment. ... 
"Today, it is a conversation about wellness and prevention. An opportunity to ask your patient about 
smoking, nutrition, and personal relationships." (Dribben, 3/31) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

The Washington Post's Plum Line: Leading GOP Critic Of Obamacare Accidentally 
Shows Why Anti-ACA Lawsuit Could Be Disaster For GOP, Too  
As you may have heard, GOP Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers tried to celebrate Obamacare’s fifth 
anniversary by calling on constituents to share their horror stories about the law — whereupon many 
people responded by talking about how much the law has helped them. The story drew national attention. 
Now McMorris Rodgers has responded to all the praise for the ACA by dismissing its significance: She 
now suggests people were only praising the parts of the law Republicans also support. But in the 
process, she has inadvertently demonstrated why Republicans should be hoping the King lawsuit against 

the ACA — currently the GOP’s best shot at doing the law serious damage — fails. (Greg Sargent, 3/31) 

The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire: Americans Don’t Feel The Slowdown In 
Health Costs  
National spending on health care and insurance premiums has risen at historically low rates in recent 
years. But ... even when spending and premiums experienced record-low growth in 2013, only 3% of 
Americans said health costs had been rising slower than usual, and 52% said they had been growing 
faster than usual. The American people are not out to lunch; their view of the problem of health costs is 
very different from that of experts. (Drew Altman, 3/31) 

 

http://www.philly.com/philly/health/20150331_Annual_physicals_are_back_in_fashion__but_with_a_difference.html
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M9jt7N_fCJfW7f2pkQ8vJH1N0/*N9jmlKVKwdQJW6sYYJl1H34lS0/5/f18dQhb0S3-Q2frcn5V1K8My22G5LYMBX6Qly_Z_4W4kBXgQ4Q_ZbSW2TPmGp2JXy9XW5523kt7Ymc-fW5DK7-66ndxq2W1_yXxk9j9phqW7cY3LB1bp6KXW2xcWV921hfjlW89PgTZ7PSzdGW6qnK2z2LGtbnW89PPl48JrxpDW4yMtJ14k4vYYW1-WB1F62DpVmN5mMBC5MkTFNN5YVVVc1cbxxW3hDzhG6J9JpjW6t1B662Yz2fbW1ffDZc1TKTGhVgJvpq754JL2N3z-3jK-Q-LVW1XMzsc2M3Nf8W77kmx55cwwg1M2Gyv4ddwrxN64G77K6QMBwW31xP7P4-pJp7VC84YG3QkFd_VbZwXs6VM13lW8gZl7x5lt7QgW8JKMHw6zD1NNW5CHKln34hz0nW7pytkz1RftP7W18t6603K5DXVW6ZS9LZ3_CRxcVNpKYB75QyqvW6HpjK778cx3-W1htc9x7gvWQsW5RQxQh4B5CgYW7GS3GH85dNXLW453LTM26bWMzW8t_n7w7cJzQZW7h823Q85WJ22W4mfQVQ5hx-RBW3ct1lK30zKWlW69-9qJ8RRyD6W4HlcPv6KWb7vW4KXQg78H-3jHW12pn-M1LT6R6W3486mx7NvVpSW7TB97t4yC5T2W7M6C3m5HpV1wW6gzrRQ87_5myW2YlltC8_68LXW4FBSR73T-gBB102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M9jt7N_fCJfW7f2pkQ8vJH1N0/*N9jmlKVKwdQJW6sYYJl1H34lS0/5/f18dQhb0S3-Q2frcn5V1K8My22G5LYMBX6Qly_Z_4W4kBXgQ4Q_ZbSW2TPmGp2JXy9XW5523kt7Ymc-fW5DK7-66ndxq2W1_yXxk9j9phqW7cY3LB1bp6KXW2xcWV921hfjlW89PgTZ7PSzdGW6qnK2z2LGtbnW89PPl48JrxpDW4yMtJ14k4vYYW1-WB1F62DpVmN5mMBC5MkTFNN5YVVVc1cbxxW3hDzhG6J9JpjW6t1B662Yz2fbW1ffDZc1TKTGhVgJvpq754JL2N3z-3jK-Q-LVW1XMzsc2M3Nf8W77kmx55cwwg1M2Gyv4ddwrxN64G77K6QMBwW31xP7P4-pJp7VC84YG3QkFd_VbZwXs6VM13lW8gZl7x5lt7QgW8JKMHw6zD1NNW5CHKln34hz0nW7pytkz1RftP7W18t6603K5DXVW6ZS9LZ3_CRxcVNpKYB75QyqvW6HpjK778cx3-W1htc9x7gvWQsW5RQxQh4B5CgYW7GS3GH85dNXLW453LTM26bWMzW8t_n7w7cJzQZW7h823Q85WJ22W4mfQVQ5hx-RBW3ct1lK30zKWlW69-9qJ8RRyD6W4HlcPv6KWb7vW4KXQg78H-3jHW12pn-M1LT6R6W3486mx7NvVpSW7TB97t4yC5T2W7M6C3m5HpV1wW6gzrRQ87_5myW2YlltC8_68LXW4FBSR73T-gBB102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M9jt7N_fCJfW7f2pkQ8vJH1N0/*W62c3VM8LcqFtN758m7h_tWFP0/5/f18dQhb0S2C62RwkMJTvLhr2y8MbbW1wZ6wS4TtfplW1_Yq481yckp3W2QmnQZ7jHtDZW3yBzQ528DGXxW1_0j8d1885T3W1KP82q8zbbNxW40TVcy1b7QN4W2dgzJp43z995W8Sdjj75pNszBW4Hpbb-8GKyYzW7zFpTs6sC6D9W1M1Sth6dKmgbN82fb9Ys3D7fW1GkYmn3r_M9VVpPLHF67gQT6MWqdqM3ZyZjW2GXtf617L1kgW8PtV2W22vMs0F1trcL6VXxkW6HMG0m7N8ks7W14m2Wr3VJ5NmW5mF_MH4V-4-QW6yYlPw7rJgthW8mPD1V8DlS1SW6MWmWX4g45z-W5mHc-R5ZHqB1VnYg3B5CsxxvW6m5Fj94SMScRW5P-kbC5GGVjjN2LHVHd1bNLCF86g5LJJSpTW4Yc99B15J62RW3bz49-12LV_3N3hqttL2GL-xW2xDVPm3MKRWYW6DH9Nv3nR3hDW3yL8d56GRkBTW71_5qs8L-LnVN6xH2r_n7ZMdW6zT4lv2mzvxfW65HPVb8-gCLjW36ht4D6BVHd6W3N24DN65tsBlW4bGqbs7vmHbtW1xZK7R3w2qtDW96bYQV8_MtGmW1l7vKQ29W7LZW9m4xVY7ZTVcwW89gDR17Gf6yx111
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*M9jt7N_fCJfW7f2pkQ8vJH1N0/*W62c3VM8LcqFtN758m7h_tWFP0/5/f18dQhb0S2C62RwkMJTvLhr2y8MbbW1wZ6wS4TtfplW1_Yq481yckp3W2QmnQZ7jHtDZW3yBzQ528DGXxW1_0j8d1885T3W1KP82q8zbbNxW40TVcy1b7QN4W2dgzJp43z995W8Sdjj75pNszBW4Hpbb-8GKyYzW7zFpTs6sC6D9W1M1Sth6dKmgbN82fb9Ys3D7fW1GkYmn3r_M9VVpPLHF67gQT6MWqdqM3ZyZjW2GXtf617L1kgW8PtV2W22vMs0F1trcL6VXxkW6HMG0m7N8ks7W14m2Wr3VJ5NmW5mF_MH4V-4-QW6yYlPw7rJgthW8mPD1V8DlS1SW6MWmWX4g45z-W5mHc-R5ZHqB1VnYg3B5CsxxvW6m5Fj94SMScRW5P-kbC5GGVjjN2LHVHd1bNLCF86g5LJJSpTW4Yc99B15J62RW3bz49-12LV_3N3hqttL2GL-xW2xDVPm3MKRWYW6DH9Nv3nR3hDW3yL8d56GRkBTW71_5qs8L-LnVN6xH2r_n7ZMdW6zT4lv2mzvxfW65HPVb8-gCLjW36ht4D6BVHd6W3N24DN65tsBlW4bGqbs7vmHbtW1xZK7R3w2qtDW96bYQV8_MtGmW1l7vKQ29W7LZW9m4xVY7ZTVcwW89gDR17Gf6yx111


 

 

 
STATE WATCH       APRIL 2, 2015 
 
California Healthline: If Calif. Ends Coordinated Care Initiative, What Happens to Frail 
Senior Duals? 
Zelda Gamble of Long Beach, 74, has diabetes, high blood pressure and severe rheumatoid arthritis that 
keeps her confined to a motorized wheelchair all day. Gamble is one of roughly 12,000 frail seniors 
across California who depend on the Multipurpose Senior Services Program, or MSSP, for services and 
care that help them stay home and out of institutions, such as hospitals or nursing homes. (Gorn, 4/2) 

 
HealthIT Security: Calif. Patients Say HIEs Worsen Patient Data Privacy 
While EHRs and HIEs are being touted as necessary tools for the improvement of the nation’s healthcare 
system, some Californians believe that the use of HIEs in fact worsen patient data privacy, according to a 
recent study. Approximately 40 percent of respondents  think HIE worsens privacy while nearly one-third 
think it improves privacy and 42.5 percent believe it worsens security, according to a study published in 
the Journal of the American Medical Informatics Association. The study interviewed 800 adult California 
residents and conducted by University of California, Davis and University of California San Diego 
researchers. (Snell, 4/1) 

 
CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

Los Angeles Times: Menendez Vows To Fight Bribery, Conspiracy Charges  
According to the indictment, between January 2006 and January 2013 Menendez accepted close to $1 
million in “lavish gifts and campaign contributions” from Melgen in exchange for helping Melgen in 
contractual and Medicare billing disputes worth tens of millions of dollars to the doctor. (Serrano, Phelps 
and Mascaro, 4/1) 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

NPR: Margaret Hamburg Ends Six-Year Run As FDA Commissioner  
Margaret Hamburg ended her run this week as one of the longest serving Food and Drug Administration 
commissioners in recent decades. NPR's Robert Siegel speaks with her about her accomplishments and 
challenges while in office. (4/1) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Reuters: Nearly 11.7M Signed Up For Obamacare Health Insurance  
Nearly 11.7 million people have either signed up or re-enrolled for insurance coverage under the U.S. 
healthcare reform law, more than the 9.1 million predicted by the Obama administration, health officials 
said on Tuesday. As of Feb. 22, about 8.8 million signed up in one of the 37 states that use online 
exchanges operated by the federal government and 2.85 million were in the 14 states, and Washington, 
D.C., that operate their own exchanges, the Department of Health and Human Services said in a 
statement. (Abutaleb, 4/1) 
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EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Los Angeles Times: Tax Returns And Obamacare: A Perfect Storm?  
It’s going to only get worse over the next two weeks – not only because April 15 is approaching, but also 
because this year brought new reporting requirements under President Obama’s healthcare law. “This 
really looks like a perfect storm,” Brookings Institution scholar Elaine Kamarck warns. “We face a terrible 
combination: the addition of new forms for ACA [the Affordable Care Act, popularly known as Obamacare] 
and the subtraction of IRS capacity to help.” And those new forms are – like many IRS forms -- daunting. 
(Doyle McManus, 4/1) 

news@JAMA: Hoping Medicare's Payment Reform Reach Doesn't Exceed Its Grasp  
Successful Medicare payment reform could transform health care delivery, but missteps could set back 
meaningful change for the foreseeable future. Clinicians, hospitals, and other providers need Medicare, 
Medicaid, and private insurers all pulling in the same direction so that they avoid a situation (beyond a 
transition period) in which a large proportion of their patients is under a fee-for-service (FFS) payment 
system and a large share under reformed payment approaches—leaving them, figuratively, as many have 
pointed out, standing with each leg in a separate boat. So payment reform will not succeed without 
success by Medicare. (Paul B. Ginsburg, 4/1) 
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STATE WATCH       APRIL 3, 2015 
 
California Healthline: 54% of Calif. Doctors Accepted New Medicaid Patients in 2013 
About 54% of physicians in California said they were accepting new Medicaid patients in 2013 -- the 
second-lowest rate among all U.S. states, according to a new CDC report, the Newark Star-Ledger 
reports (Livio, Newark Star-Ledger, 3/31). 

 

 Click here to view the CDC report conducted between February 2013 and June 2013. Researchers 

analyzed data from the 2013 National Electronic Health Records Survey (CDC report, March 2015). 

 
CAPITOL HILL WATCH 

The Washington Post: Feds: Senate Has Two Days To Act, Or The Docs Get It  
House members spent a lot of time last week congratulating themselves for passing a permanent "doc fix" 
-- that is, an end to the yearly ritual of readjusting the rates Medicare pays to health care providers in 
order to avoid drastic cuts that could cause them to stop treating elderly patients. One problem: The "doc 
fix" isn't actually fixed. While the House overwhelmingly passed the bipartisan deal that permanently 
changed the formula ahead of the April 1 deadline while also reauthorizing key health programs 
supported by Democrats, the Senate did not act on the House bill after completing budget votes in the 
wee hours Friday morning -- postponing action until senators return from recess on April 13. (DeBonis, 
4/2) 

CBS News: Doctors To Face Medicare Cuts Unless Congress Acts By April 15  
Doctors across the country will face a 21 percent cut in government payments for treating Medicare 
patients if Congress does not act to prevent it before April 15, an official with the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services warned Wednesday. (Miller, 4/2) 

HEALTH LAW ISSUES AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Fox News: Fox News Poll: More Families Feel Worse Than Better As A Result Of 
Obamacare  
More voters say their family is worse off than better off under ObamaCare. In addition, most of those who 
had to change their insurance coverage because of the health care law say it cost them money. (Blaton, 
4/3) 

 
The Hill: White House Scoffs At ObamaCare 'Doomsday Prophecies'  
President Obama’s chief economist on Thursday delivered a fierce rebuttal to what he called 
“nonsensical” claims from conservatives that the Affordable Care Act would be the end of the U.S. 
economy. “To put it mildly, these doomsday prophecies have not come to pass,” Jason Furman, the chief 
of the President’s Council of Economic Advisers, said Thursday at a panel hosted by the Center for 
American Progress. (Ferris, 4/2) 

Bloomberg: White House's New Claim: Obamacare Helps U.S. Economy Grow  
Obamacare is a boon to the U.S. economy, President Barack Obama’s top economic adviser said in a 
speech aimed at changing the tone of debate over the Affordable Care Act’s effects, though he offered 
little direct evidence. (Wayne, 4/2) 
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MARKETPLACE 

Kaiser Health News: Consumers Contributing Less To Health Savings Accounts, Study 
Finds  
Even though consumers are digging deeper to cover rising out-of-pocket medical costs, they’re 
contributing less to health savings accounts that could help take the sting out of their expenses, according 
to a new study. Between 2011 and 2014, the percentage of people who said they contributed nothing to 
their health savings accounts (HSAs) more than doubled, to 23 percent, according to a survey by the 
Employee Benefit Research Institute. Meanwhile, the percentage who said they contributed $1,500 or 
more dropped to 30 percent from 44 percent. (Andrews, 4/3) 

The Associated Press: Medical Expenses: Finding Your Way With A Patient Navigator  

In today's health care system, consumers are increasingly on their own when these complex -- and often 
costly -- medical problems arise. Primary care doctors once helped patients manage such situations, but 
many physicians now have 15 minutes or less for each appointment. It's in this high-pressure 
environment that a new industry of patient advocates -- sometimes called patient navigators -- has 
emerged, offering to help guide patients through knotty health situations. (Perrone, 4/2) 

HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH 

Urban Institute: The New Bipartisan Consensus For An Individual Mandate  
The individual responsibility requirement, most often referred to as the individual mandate, included in the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) has perhaps been the most controversial feature of the law since its passage. 
... Although those opposing the ACA have decried the burdensome nature of such a mandate, a recent 
proposal (the Patient Choice, Affordability, Responsibility, and Empowerment Act, or PCARE) developed 
by [congressional Republicans] ... would impose strong penalties on the uninsured. ... Medicare Parts B 
and D also have provisions that penalize individuals for failing to promptly enroll in coverage .... With the 
PCARE proposal, there now seems to be at least some agreement across the political spectrum that 
insurance markets cannot effectively operate while simultaneously treating individuals equitably 
regardless of health status (e.g., covering pre-existing conditions, no medical underwriting) if the healthy 
can obtain coverage whenever they choose. (Blumberg and Holahan, 4/1) 

The Kaiser Family Foundation: Recent Trends In Medicaid And CHIP Enrollment As Of 
January 2015: Early Findings From The CMS Performance Indicator Project  
This brief provides an overview of recent trends in Medicaid and CHIP enrollment .... In sum, the data 
show: As of January 2015, 70.0 million people were enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP. Nearly two-thirds of 
enrollees resided in states that have implemented the ACA Medicaid expansion. Between Summer 2013 
and January 2015, there was a net increase of nearly 11.2 million people enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP 
among the 49 states reporting data for both periods. ... States that expanded Medicaid experienced 
significantly greater net Medicaid and CHIP enrollment growth between Summer 2013 and January 2015 
than states that have not expanded. ... Children account for a greater share of total Medicaid and CHIP 
enrollment in nearly all states that have not expanded Medicaid compared to states that have expanded. 
(Artiga et al., 3/31) 
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Heritage Foundation: King V. Burwell: A Loss Of Subsidy Does Not Mean A Loss Of 
Coverage  

Should the Court reject the Obama Administration’s regulatory interpretation of the provisions of the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) at issue in the King case, the Treasury would be barred from paying premium 
subsidies to individuals who, while meeting all other eligibility criteria, live in any of the 34 states that have 
not established their own exchanges. Thus, the “insurance subsidies” would not be available to such 
individuals. However, that does not mean that those individuals would automatically lose their “insurance 
coverage.” (Haislmaier, 3/30) 

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS 

Bloomberg: Obamacare Awaits A Verdict  
A new report from consultancy Avalere says the exchanges are struggling to sign up the middle class. 
People with incomes close to the poverty line and who can buy exchange policies for just a few dollars a 
month are eagerly snapping up the product. More than three-quarters of the eligible folks making less 
than 150 percent of the federal poverty line have enrolled. But as you get north of 150 percent of the 
poverty line, the numbers start rapidly declining .... What does that tell us? People don't seem to want 
exchange policies unless there's a substantial subsidy. Which means that at higher income levels, there 
could be substantial adverse selection. However, I think it's a little early yet to worry. (Megan McArdle, 
4/2) 

Forbes: Mark Cuban Doesn't Understand Health Care  
Mark Cuban is a billionaire entrepreneur. He’s a star of the “Shark Tank” reality TV show. He’s the savvy 
owner of an NBA basketball team, the Dallas Mavericks. He’s even invested in four health care 
companies. But Mark Cuban doesn’t understand health care. That’s the obvious conclusion after Cuban 
issued a string of lunkheaded tweets on Wednesday — encouraging his 2.8 million Twitter followers to 
get their blood tested every quarter — that only got worse when Charles Ornstein, a ProPublica reporter, 
gently challenged him. (Dan Diamond, 4/2) 
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